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About the Forbiddance of Raising 
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About Forbiddance of Wearing 
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Author’s Introduction 


Praise belongs to Allah 38, the One and only, the 
Irresistible, the Exalted, and the Forgiver of sins. Praise 
belongs to Allah 3%, the One Who makes the day turn into 
night that those who have hearts take warning. Praise belongs 
to Allah 38 Who chose from among His servants a group of 
people who elevated themselves above worldly delights 
focused their attention on Al-Moragaba, (momentary 
accountability), and considered the creation of the heavens 
and the earth and whatever is in between. 


They worshipped Allah with absolute devotion and 
prepared for the Hereafter, the eternal dwelling place. They 
refrained from what displeased Him or dissatisfied Him under 
all circumstances. 


1 praise Him with due praise and testify that La laha illa 
Allah, Wahdaho La Sharee Lah, Laho almolk wa Laho 
alhamd, wa Howa ala Kolli Shay'in Qadeer (None has the 
right to be worshipped but Allah alone and He has no partner. 
All Sovereignty is for Him, and all praises are for Him, and 
He is the Omnipotent). I testify also that Muhammad Rasool 
Allah (Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah 2) who 
conveyed the Message, invited us to the upright religion, and 
guided us to the Straight Path. May the blessing and peace of 
Allah 3& be upon him, his fellow Prophets and the 
Messengers, and their families. 


To proceed: 


Allah 3 said: 

“And I (Allah) have not created the jinn and mankind 
except that they should worship Me (Alone) *I do not seek 
any provision from them (for themselves or for My creatures) 


at 
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nor do I ask that they should feed Me (i.e. feed themselves or 
My creatures) *” (51: 56-57) 


Ro aeee Ser eer aire. 6) Poe eer ee ee 2* 
Uy Bib da ade Sy) Le (ey ABY) Dal Gall HR Ley p 
(veer cana) € (ov) gsenks of taf 
Thus, the Noble Koran has clearly defined the purpose for 
the creation of men and jinn. They were created to worship 


Allah 38, and thus, they should pay attention to the purpose 
of their creation 


They should bear in mind that this life is transitory, it is 
not eternal; and they should therefore elevate their souls from 
its temporary delights. It is a bridge over which they are 
crossing to the Hereafter. 


For this reason, the worshippers and the ascetics are the 
only wise ones among mankind. Allah && depicts worldly life 
as a passing phase and a pastime. He & said: 


Orsely pSate’y SEL AALS AS, MSGI OS SD 
aly Gh 6S) Cal Gish e600 AS Ghats To, bo a 
fa gS YA ib a ob Je el i a i sea dhs 

(reat) Call 


“Verily, the likeness of (this) worldly life is the water 
(rain) that We send down from the sky through which grows 
the intermingled produce of the earth, of which men and 
cattle eat, until the earth is clad with its adornments and is 
beautified, and its people think that they have the power of 
disposal over it, Our Command reaches it by night or by day 
and We make it like a clean-mown harvest, as if it had not 
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flourished one day! Thus We do explain the signs in detail for 
the people who reflect *” (10: 24) 


There are many verses that support this concept. The poet 
told the truth when he said; 


There are some judicious servants of Allah; 
They have divorced life and feared the trials 

They considered it deeply; 

and when they realized that 

it is not the dwelling place of a prudent one, 


They saw it as a rough sea and looked at righteous deeds 
as a ship for crossing that sea 


Thus, it has been established that this life is transient and 
the purpose behind our creation is clear, so a wise and tactful 
person should behave as the righteous ones do. He should 


prepare himself for what he will inevitably be confronted 
with. 


One can attain this state only through the simplest and 
most obvious path; the path conveyed to us by the Seal of the 
Prophets (peace be upon them), Muhammad 33. 


Allah 3 said: 
Vos V5 pad eat Wy ah st 1s 9ST aah GS Gp 
ee cil oes Vy sa 
Usb oJ gl AN ashe ge Sted pauls a \githalé 
gba ott dy fe ita 9 side oat ie ite 
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“O you who believe! Do not violate the sanctity of the 
Symbols of Allah, the sacred month(s), or the animals 
brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands that mark out such 
animals (driven as sacrifices), nor the people resorting to the 
Sacred House seeking the bounty and good pleasure of their 
Lord. But when you come out of the state of Ihram you may 
hunt, and let not the hatred of some people for (once) shutting 
you out of the Sacred Mosque lead you to transgression (and 
hostility). Help one another in righteousness and piety, but 
do not help one another in sin and rancor. Fear Allah for 
Allah is strict in punishment *” (5: 2) 


It has been authentically narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah 4 said 


Narrated Abu-Huraira ; “The Messenger of Allah 38 said: 
“He that relieved a worldly distress from his brother, Allah 2 
would relieve a distress from him in the Hereafter; he that 
veiled a defect of a Muslim', Allah 3& would veil him in life 
and in the Hereafter; and he that eased an insolvent, Allah 
would case (his state) in life and in the Hereafter Allah 3& 
would support him that supports his brother. He that took a 
way searching for knowledge, Allah would facilitate a way to 


‘Veiling a Muslim's defect as ordered in this Hadith is confined to 
the defects of those who are not known for committing such acts 
of disobedience or the sins that have been committed. As to one 
who is known for committing such actions or acts of disobedience, 
it is recommendable to report him to the ruler, as long as this 
would not lead to more dangerous trouble; as veiling defects in 
such cases leads io more problems. 


? If someone gave a period of grace for repayment or exempted a 
debtor of his debt, no matter whether he is a believer or an 
unbeliever, Allah 3 will ease each difficult matter for him 
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Paradise for him. There is no group of people who sat in a 
mosque reciting Allah's Book and studying it among 
themselves, except tranquility would descend on them, mercy 
would overshadow them, and the angels would encircle them. 
And he whose deed caused him to lag behind, his affinity 
would not bring him forward.” 


Sahl ibn Sa'ad “&s"Narrated that he heard the Prophet3"on. 
the day (of the battle) of Khaybar saying: “I will give the flag 
to a person at whose hands Allah will grant victory. So, the 
Companions of the Prophet#"got up, eagerly wishing to see 
to whom the flag will be given, and each one of them were 
hoping to be given the flag. But the Prophet’3"asked for Ali 
. Someone informed him that he was suffering from eye 
trouble. So, he ordered them to’bring Ali in front of him, 
Then the Prophet’g¥“spat in his eyes and his eyes were cured 
immediately, as if he had never any eye trouble. Ali said; 
“We will fight against them (the infidels) until they become 
like us (Muslims). The Prophet3¥"said: “Be patient, until you 
face them and invite them to Islam and inform them of what 
Allah has enjoined upon them. By Allah! If a single person 
reverted to Islam at your hands (i.e. through you), that will be 
better for you than the red camels.” ( Bukhari ). 


Narrated Abu-Huraira ; “The Messenger of Allah 4% said 
“He that invited people to do good would have a reward equal 
to the reward of those who followed him without any 
decrease in theirs. And he that invited people to do evil deeds 
would have a punishment equal to those who followed him 
without any decrease in theirs.” 


Based upon this, I planned to compile an abridged 
compilation of authentic Hadiths to help the Muslim in his 
endeavors for the Hereafter and in purifying his soul 
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I pledged to bring together in this compilation only 
authentic Hadiths and I introduced each chapter with the 
relevant verses of the Noble Koran, with a brief explanation if 
that was necessary. 

T hope that this compilation will be a guiding light to one 
who hopes for the Hereafier and a restraint for him from 
committing what ruins him. 


1 beg each brother who reads this compilation and benefits 
from it to pray to Allah 3% for me, for my parents, for my 
teachers, and for the Muslim community as a whole. 


I rely solely on Allah 8 and entrust my affairs to Him. He 
is Sufficient for me and the best One to entrust. 
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aed gaa! ail Sy 
In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 
Aa shaaly Gablay ol = 
Chapter (1) 
Sincerity and Intention 


[The intention behind an action is the key element in 
differentiating between routine acts and acts of worship, and 
sincerity of intention is the key element in acceptance of 
deeds. A believer should therefore direct his intention purely 
and sincerely for Allah’s sake. He should not discredit other 
people’s praise because they are just human beings like 
himself. The relation between one creature and the other is 
like the relation between two tied men, neither of them can 
help the other in anything. 

Allah s& accepts from deeds those that are performed 
solely for His Sake. He 3% is the One Who stands in no need 
of any creature and hates it if partners are ascribed to Him. 
Allah & says: 


2B Aa OS ad SG 4 34) Cal a asnk ga dc 
(Oy ash) C6) 8 olay bY, Gal See Usd af, 
“Say (O Muhammad!): "I am only a man like you. It has 
been revealed to me that your God is One God. So whoever 
hopes for the Meeting with his Lord, let him work 


rightcousness and associate none as a partner in the worship 
of his Lord.” *" (18: 110) 


o& ell Ga Ci Ca ped Gi ey 


Sa UE a Se 


SA od ve al be Gost oh Gat Se op ote 
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ag yal Lee ae ya oa ge olS yh al i os a UG 
eplue * AS Sy KEG og Ee 


The Messenger of Allah 33 said: 


Narrated Abu-Huraira_; ‘The Messenger of Allah 28 said: 
“Allah && said: "I am the One Who stands in no need of any 
partner. Thus, he that ascribed any partner with Me (in his 
intention) I leave him to his partner.""” And 


& Uyal ed jy alt 1b it 
i rad ale J aa fo 


ae ates fad els yy cs 
whe be diy Gi A 4 Ui a 


iss UG 4 es Peed a 


oe ene 


a fy ab an Gf ae al ts (is UB Gil Bb Lb 
be Ub tae 1 US, aio elt ah 9 U8 a BLS 
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a ES Day Dae 8 OS OG GI CA UA ys 
BLY Aue icy Ae ih tall hy yh 
4 Gh 90 UT, aU 9 a Gis JB ok a kee 
De See rte ect 


ALG AlN Ge JU wey be Gh Gk 

Narrated Ogba ibn Muslim: ‘Shofayya Al-Asbahi told 
me that he entered Madina and found some people sitting 
round a man. He asked about him and he was told that he was 
Abu-Huraira .” Shofayya said; ‘I approached him until I sat in 
front of him while he was still talking to the people. When he 
finished and was alone I said to him "I ask you earnestly, by 
Allahg&. to tell mea Hadith you heard from the Messenger of 
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Allah and that you have understood well.” Abu-Huraira 
said: "I will do so. 1 will convey to you a Hadith that the 
Messenger of Allah 3 told me and that I understood well.” 


Shofayya said: ‘ Abu-Huraira sighed loudly and waited 
for a short while, then he recovered and said; "I will tell you a 
Hadith that the Messenger of Allah #8 told me in this house 
when there was no one here but me.” Shofayya said: * Abu- 
Huraira sighed loudly and waited for a short while then he 
recovered himself, wiped his face and said; ‘I will convey to 
you a Hadith that the Messenger of Allah 3 told me in this 
house where no one was attending except me. Then, Abu- 
Huraira sighed even more loudly and leant forward falling on 
the ground. I supported him for a long time until he recovered . 


He then said: "The Messenger of Allah 3¢ told me: On the 
Day of Judgment, Allah s& will descend to judge between the 
people. Every nation will be kneeling. The first people He 3% 
will summon will be a man who had memorized the Koran, a 
man who was killed for Allah’s cause, and a wealthy man. 
Allah && will say to the one who had memorized the Koran 
(and he used to recite it perfectly): “Have I not taught you 
what I revealed to My Messenger?” He will say: "Yes indeed 
my Lord!” Allah 38 will say: “What did you do with what you 
have been taught?” He will say: "T used to recite it by day and 
night.” Allah 3 will say: “You have lied,” and the angels will 
say: “You have lied.” Allah s& will say: “No, you intended 
that people would say: ‘So and so recites the Koran 
perfectly.” And it was said (So you have taken the reward you 
hoped for).” 

Then the wealthy man will be brought and Allah 3% will 


say to him: “Have I not provided for you limitlessly in a way 
that you never felt in need of anyone?” He will say: "Yes 
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indeed my Lord!” Allah 3& will say: “What did you do with 
what T have given you?” He will say: "I used spend on my 
family and relations and give in charity.” Allah && will say: 
“You have lied,” and the angels will say: “You have lied: 
Allah 3 will then say: “No, you intended that people would 
So and so is open-handed, and it was said (So you have 
taken the reward you hoped for).” 


Then, the man who was killed for Allah’s sake will be 
brought, Allah 3& will say to him: “For whose sake you were 
killed?” He will say: “I was ordered to fight for Your sake, so 
T fought and was killed.” Allah 3& will say: “You have lied,” 
and the angels will say: “You have lied.” Allah 3 will say: 
“No, you intended that people would say: *So and so is brave 
and it was said (So you have taken the reward you hoped 
for). Abu-Huraira said; “Then the Messenger of Allah 3§ hit 
me on the knee and said: “O Abu-Huraira! These are the first 
people of Allah’s creatures with whom the Fire will be stoked 
on the Day of Judgment.” 


* This Hadith shows clearly that showing off is strictly forbidden 
and are severely punishable. Sincere intention is the only thing 
that counts. This is based on Allah's statement: "And they have 
been commanded to do no more than to worship Allah, offering 
Him sincere devotion being true (in faith), to establish the regular 
prayer, and to pay Zakat, and thet is the upright and straight 
religion. *” (98: 5) 
The Hadith limits the rulings from general Hadiths about the 
reward for Jihad and other good deeds’. The reward for Jihad and 
other good deeds is restricted to those acts whose motives are 
satisfying to Allah 35, not just to any other creature. 
Exegetes say that the verse that says: 
“Those who desire the worldly life and its glitter, to them We shall 
pay (the price of) their deeds therein, without diminution * They 
are those for whom there is nothing in the Hereafter but the Fire: 
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Al-Waleed Abu-Othman said: ‘When this Hadith was 
told to Mu'aweya ibn Abi-Sufian he said: “If this has been 
done to these people, what is about other people.” Al-Waleed 
added: ‘Mu'aweya wept so profusely that we thought that he 
would perish. We said to ourselves: “This man (Shofayya, the 
narrator of the Hadith) has brought very bad news to 
Mu'aweya .” When Mu'aweya recovered himself, he wiped 
his face and said: "Allah 3% and His Messenger 38 have told 
the truth.” Then he recited: 


Yea phy Ge Salted sel Gs Ly, Ua ala Ag OS OB 
Voie te a's Sn YAS) Gs aed Gal onal al (re) ot 
(orvoae) (O92) Gated 5 EOL ad 


“Those who desire the worldly life and its glitter, to them 
We shall pay (the price of) their deeds therein, without 
diminution. * They are those for whom there is nothing in the 
Hereafter but the Fire, vain are the designs they frame therein, 
and of no effect are the deeds thet they do. © (II: 15-16).”” 
(At-Termizi ) 

This is what we should believe in and this is the subject 
matter of this chapter. 

N.B: We should keep in mind that refraining from doing 
an evil deed, even after it has been started is repentance. In 
conformity with the Hadith number 12, this deed is a 
tighteous deed. Have not you scen that the Messenger of 
Allah # mentioned the situation of the second man who 


vain are the designs they frame therein, and of no effect are the 
deeds that they do.*” (11: 15-16), designates each good deed 
done to please or satisfy any other aim besides Allah 38. 
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abstained from fornicating with the most beloved female on 
earth to him, as a righteous deed fit for intercession? 


Imam Abu-Hamid Al-Ghazali talks in detail about this 
topic. Below is a quotation of what he says on this topic taken 
from ‘Ihya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious 
Sciences)’ 


‘Kindly, be informed that repentance consists of three 
affairs arranged in the following order: knowledge, state of 
affairs, and practice. Knowledge is the first, state of afl 
the second, and practice is the third. The three elements are 
interrelated in conformity with Allah’s laws, 


sis 


As to knowledge, this is that one should know the gravity 
of the harm caused by sins and that they area screen between 
the servant and his Beloved Lord. Once man knows this in his 
heart, his heart will feel pain when it misses the Beloved, as 
the heart always feels pain on missing its beloved. 


If loosing the Beloved was due to a reason under one’s 
control, one feels (another form of) pain. This form is called 
regret. If such a form fills the heart, it generates determination 
and will. Both determination and will have a past, a present, 
and a future state. 


In the present state, one gives up the sin he was 
committing. In the future, one intends not to approach that sin 
until one’s life ends. In the past, one compensates and 
indemnifies for that sin, if it was compensatory or 
redemptive. 

Thus, knowledge is the source of this goodness. 
Knowledge here means firm faith and sincere belief. Firm 
faith is believing that sins are lethal poisons, while sincere 
belief is a consolidated faith that removes any doubt and 
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illuminates the heart. This causes the heart to emit the light of 
belief, whereupon the heart feels the pain and knows that it 
had become screened from its Beloved. His parable is like 
that of the man over whom the sun rose while he was in utier 
darkness, and this led to the removal of any cloud or screen. 
So he was able to see his beloved who was about to be 
destroyed, and the fire of love burns in his heart so he hastens 
to rescue him. 


Thus knowledge, regret, determination, and a will to 
abandon the sin in the present and the future, along with 
indemnification for the past are arranged. Repentance 
includes them all. In most cases, repentance includes regret 
only, and knowledge is considered as the precedent, and 
abandonment as the fruit. This is understood from the 
Prophet’s saying 


Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud; ‘The Messenger of Allah 
% said: “Regret is repentance.” 


This is based on the fact that regret entails a knowledge 
that produces the repentance and determination that succeeds 
it. Thus, regret is encircled with its fruit and its cause. Based 
‘on this, repentance was described as “melting the heart over 
whatever sin one has committed.” It was described also as “a 
blazing fire and a split in the heart.” 


Repentance as regards abandonment of sin was described 
as “putting off shameful garments and wearing garments of 
truthfulness.” 


Sahl ibn Abdullah Al-Tostori said: "Repentance is 
substituting praised actions for the dispraised ones. This does 
not occur except by isolation, silence, and feeding with 
lawfully-carned food.” This stalement seems to refer to the 


third meaning of repentance, 
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All the quotes about repentance cannot be detailed here. 
However, if you know these three integrated and interrelated 
meanings in their due order, you would know that what was 
said about defining repentance falls short of encompassing all 
its meanings, and that it is not the words of repentance that 
are needed, but practical actions that are required. 


Obligation and Virtue of Repentance 


Repentance according to the textual proofs is obligatory. 
Allah 3% ordered the whole of the believing community 
saying: 


...and O you Believers! all of you turn together towards 
Allah, 30 that at youmay attain bliss. *° (24: 31) And 


(axa) € teh cig KS oe i Bry t4 
“O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere 
repentance... *” (66: 8) And 
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for Allah loves those who turn to Him constantly and He 
loves those who keep themselves pure and clean, *” (2: 222) 


Big ce aA ha Se 
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Abdullah ibn Masoud narrated: ‘The Messenger of Allah 
said: "Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His 
servant than with any one of you who descended into 
dangerous place where he was most likely to perish. He had 
his luggage, food, and drink on his mount and he went to 
sleep’, when he awoke he could not find his mount. When the 
heat and his thirst became more intense, he said to himself: ‘1 
will return to my place. He slept there for a while and woke to 
find his mount.” 


The texts about this are too many to count, but there is 
unanimity among the Muslims that repentance is obligatory 
and that sins and acts of disobedience are destructive and 
distancing from Allah 38. But the heedlessness with which 


* The other narrations have the words: “He slept waiting for death. 
When he found his mount, he was greatly moved and said: ‘O 
Allah! You are my slave and | am your Lord.’ (The last words show 
his utmost pleasure that caused him to utter what contradicts 
believing in Oneness of Allah 5. This does not affect his faith). 
And the words: “Allah 38 is more pleased than that slave.” 
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people sins makes it obligatory on them, Giving up sins in the 
present, intending to abandon them in the future, and 
compensating for what had been done in the past, is one of 
the meanings of repentance. 

Making efforts to regret what had passed and trying to 
persist in shunning the reoccurrence in the future represents the 
essence of a repentance that leads to abandonment of the sins. 

Repentance is an Immediate Obligation 


‘As to repentance being an instant obligation, there is no 
doubt about this. Knowing that the acts of disobedience are 
destructive is obligatory, and he that knows this fact shuns the 
disliked deeds. 


The knowledge that sinning is harmful is an incentive for 
leaving it, and he that does not avoid it is missing the portion 
of faith that encourages this. This is understood from the 
saying of the Prophet 38: 


A SY OE pall Uf 1 
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Narrated by Abu-Huraira #s: ‘The Prophet 4§ said: “An 
adulterer, at the time he is committing adultery, is not 
abeliever...”” 


The Messenger of Allah 4 does not negate the adulterer’s 
belief in Allah 38, His Oneness, His Attributes, nor His Books 
and Messengers (peace be upon them), because adultery does 
not negate faith. He meant that adultery distances one from 
Allah 3% and that the adulterer incurs Allah’s detestation. An 
example of this is the saying of a physician to his patient: 
‘This is poison. Do not consume it.’ If the patient ate it, it 
would be said that: ‘He ate it disbelicving.” This docs not 
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mean that he did not believe in the physician’s existence or 
that he doubted his being a physician; it means that he took it 
not believing the physician’s statement that it was a lethal 
poison, because the one who knows that something is poison 
does not devour it, 


Thus a disobedient person has a deficiency in his faith, as 
faith does not consist of just one part. It has more than 
seventy-odd branches; the highest of them is testifying that: 
“There is no one worthy of worship save Allah;” and the 
lowest of them is removing whatever causes harm on the 
face®.” 

The following example explains this situation. Faith is like 
man. Lack of belief in Allah’s Oneness eradicates faith 
completely as lack of the spirit does with the body. The one 
who has done nothing but declared the testimony of faith is 
like a person whose limbs are mutilated, whose eyes are 
gouged out, and whose internal and external organs are 
removed, despite his spirit’s existence. Such a person is near 
death because the organs that support his weak body do not 
support it any more. This applies to the person who has only 
the foundation of belief but lacks the deeds that support that 
belief. The tree of faith of that person is exposed to be 
uprooted by the wind of death. 


The type of faith whose foundations do not go deeply in 
the heart cannot stand up to the blowing of the wind of the 
Angel of Death. Such a person is exposed to conclude his life 
with an evil end, as he did not consolidate his faith with acts 
of obedience. 


*(.e. trimming the moustache, clipping the nails, purifying oneself 
from fith in order to be distinguished from uncared for animals. 
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The saying of a disobedient person to an obedient one; ‘I 
am a believer just as you are a believer,’ is like a pumpkin 
tree saying to the pine tree; ‘I am a tree and you are a tree.’ 
The pine tree told the truth when it said to the pumpkin tree: 
*You will know how deluded you in saying that on a windy 
day. At that time, you will be uprooted, your leaves will be 
scattered here and there because you were heedless over what 
it is that keeps trees stable; and it is not just the name.’ The 
poet said: 


You will come to know after removal of the dust; 
You were riding a horse or a donkey. 
The Perfect Repentance and its Lasting until the End of Life 


We have mentioned that repentance is regret that begets 
determination and will and that regret results from knowing 
that sins are a screen between a lover and his beloved. Each 
one of them i.e, knowledge, regret, determination, and will 
has duration and perfection. 


Its perfection has signs and its duration has a condition. Its 
signs are extreme regret and sadness, profuse weeping, and 
prolonged contemplation. 


The validity of its condition is related to the past. If one 
recalls the first day he attained puberty and starts to check 
year by year, month by month, and breath by breath 
considering his acts of obedience and what he did not adhere 
to and the acts of disobedience and what he has committed 
from them of them. 


If he found that he had missed a prayer, performed it in 

filthy clothes, or performed it with an invalid intention out of 

ignorance of its conditions, he must perform them all again. If 

he could not determine what he has missed, he should 
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perform the number he estimates he should do. In brief, he 
should exert an effort in determining the prayers he missed. 


As to fasting, if he did not compensate for the days that he 
had broken his fast while traveling, if he had broken a fast 
willfully, or if he observed fasting with an invalid intention, 
he counts this exactly and compensates for them. 


As to zakat. he should calculate the years accurately and 
the zakat he was due to pay since it became obligatory on 
him. He should refer to the scholars to guide him to the 
correct way to give and compute zakat. 


As to pilgrimage, if he has had the ability to perform 
pilgrimage, but could not perform it and now he has become 
bankrupt, he is still required to perform it. If he cannot earn 
enough money for the journey, he should earn what suffices 
for his provision, because if he dies before performing 
pilgrimage, then he will die in a state of disobedience. Any 
disability occurring after having the ability to perform 
pilgrimage does not exempt him from the obligation of 
performing it. It is in this way that he checks his missed acts 
of obedience and compensates for thom. 


As to the acts of disobedience, he starts to check his 
hearing, his sight, his tongue, his stomach, his hands, and his 
other limbs and what evil they committed from the first day 
he attained puberty. He then checks his days and hours 
considering what he committed from the minor and major sins. 


Then, he should consider whether the act of disobedience 
was a pure right of Allah &, such as gazing unlawfully at a 
woman, sitting in the mosque while having a major impurity, 
touching Al-Moshaf without performing the ablution, 
believing in an innovation, consuming alcohol, or listening to 
music, or the like. Repentance for such actions is affected by 

60 


Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadous of the Righteous People) 
(Abridged) 


showing extreme regret and sorrow, taking into consideration 
whether that sin was a major sin and the degree of its gravity. 
Then, he searches for each evil deed a good deed that 
recompenses it, as directed by the Messenger of Allah 38: 


oe USL HS fy 
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Narrated Abu-Zarr: “The Messenger of Allah 38 said to 
me: “Fear Allah wherever you are and follow an evil deed 
with a good one to wipe it out...” 


aly call oy ot of lity, el Vik ean 
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Allah 3 says: 


“., those things that are good remove those that are evil...” 
(11: 114) 


For example, one atones for listening to music by listening 
to the Noble Koran and listening during the study circles. He 
atones for staying in the mosque in a state of major impurity by 
spending time in seclusion in the mosque performing different 
acts of worship. He atones for touching Al -Moshaf in a state of 
minor impurity by reading it often, kissing it, and by giving a 
copy or more as an endowment for Allah’s sake. He atones for 
drinking alcohol by giving wholesome drinks in charity 


Briefly, counting all the acts of disobedience seems 
impossible, thus one should take the opposite path to the act 
of disobedience, because a disease is cured by its effective 
(counter) remedy. Each piece of darkness in the heart is 
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removed by the light of a good deed. Thus, ach evil deed 
should be wiped out by a good deed of its same type, as 
whiteness is removed by blackness not by heat or cold. Such 
gradual acquittal can be assisted by hope, taking into 
consideration that diversified acts of worship are more 
effective than keeping on a definite act. 


This is the ruling for the unjust deeds of the servant 
against his Lord. It shows also that everything can be atoned 
by its counter action and that love of life is the essence of 
every evil. The effect of the love of life is being pleased with 
it and longing for it. Therefore, it is no wonder that the harm 
that befalls man and distances him from the love of life is 
atonement for his sins. For, a heart that is inflicted with 
concerns and hardships tends to detest the place of the 
concerns and hardships, i.e. the worldly life. The Hadith of 
the Messenger of Allah 3 narrated by A’isha says: 


It is said that concerns that afflict the heart without the 
servant knowing their cause are the darkness of the sins and 
the initiation of them. T hey remind the servant about the 
accountability and great horror of the Day of Resurrection 


If you say: ‘One’s concern is always for his children, his 
possessions, and his authority, how can this become 
an atonement? 


I will say: ‘Please understand that love has its sin and 
depriving one of it is an atonement, for one enjoyed it, in this 
there is a sin. Thus, concem atones the rights of Allah 3%, and 
this is the ruling of what is between the servant and Allah 2& 
for unjust deeds and utterances, 


As to the unjust deeds and utterances between the 
servants, they also comprise violation on the rights of Allah 
38, as Allah & has forbidden oppression of the servants. So 
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what is related to Allah's rights is atoned by regret, extreme 
sorrow, and giving in the future, along with doing the good 
deeds that recompense for them. 


Consequently, one compensates for having done evil to 
people by doing good for them. He atones for illegally earned 
money by giving in charity what he had taken illegally’, He 
atones for murdering by freeing slaves, because a slave is 
only of use to his master, and docs not have an independent 
identity of his own. Besides, man cannot do anything more 
that manumission. Thus, murdering is compensated for by 
manumission. 


From this, you can understand that what we mentioned 
about atonement by counter action is confirmed by the law 
that states that murder can be atoned for by manumission of 
slaves. Even if one does all this it is not sufficient, because 
one should return what is belonging to the servants. Wrong 
doing to people are cither related to their souls, possessions, 
honor, or their hearts. I mean by this the pure type of harm. 


As to the soul, if one kills someone unintentionally, he has 
to pay blood money from his own property or from that of his 
male kinsmen to the respective heir or heirs. If it was an 
intentional Killing, retribution is to be affected [by the state] 
or he has to submit himself to the next of kin or the guardian 
of the murdered person who would affect the retribution or a 
pardon. To hide the matter is impermissible. This does not 
apply in the cases of adultery, consumption of alcohol, theft, 
or in cases of crimes that entail a prescribed punishment. He 
is not required to expose himself or ask the Muslim ruler to 
affect the punishment against him in such cases. He has to 


* This refers to illegally obtained wealth from untraceable sources 
or when taken illegally from the public treasury. (trans. ) 
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conceal the matter as long as Allah 3% has screened him. He 
has to discipline his soul using the various techniques of 
struggling against his soul 


Forgiveness for actions against the pure rights of Allah 3& 
is more easily approachable to those who return in repentance 
and regret for the sins they commit. If the prescribed 
punishment was affected, his repentance is rendered valid and 
accepted. This is based on what was narrated about Ma'ez ibn 
Malek as compiled in Sunna compilations: “Ma'ez ibn Malek 
came to the Messenger of Allah 3 and said: ‘O Messenger of 
Allah! I have wronged my soul and committed adultery and I 
want you to purify me. The Messenger of Allah 3 did not say 
anything. The next day he came and the Messenger of Allah 
36 did not say anything. When he said the same thing for the 
third time, the Messenger of Allah 4 ordered that a pit be dug 
and that he should be stoned to death. The people divided into 
two groups. Some said: ‘He has wronged himself and his evil 
deeds have encompassed him. The other group said: ‘There is 
no more a sincere repentance than his.’ At that, the 
Messenger of Allah 3 said: "He has made a repentance that if 
it was to be divided among a nation, it would encompass 
them all.” 
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‘Narrated Imran ibn Hosayn: ‘A woman from the Johayna 
tribe came to the Prophets and she was pregnant, and said: 
‘OQ Allah's Prophet! I have committed an act for which a 
prescribed punishment is due, so execute it on me.’ Allah's 
Messenger # called her guardian and said: "Treat her well 
and when she has delivered, bring her to me.” The man did as. 
directed. Then the Prophet gave the order regarding her. Her 
clothes were tied around her body and she was stoned to 
death. He then performed the funeral prayer for her. Omar 
said; ‘Do you still perform the funeral prayer for her, O 
Allah's Prophet, even though she has committed adultery?" 
He replied: "She repented to such an extent that if her 
repentance were divided among seventy people of Madina, it 
would be enough for them all. Have you found any 
repentance better than hers? She has sacrificed herself for the 
sake of Allah, the Most High." 


Os ahs oye 
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Narrated Borayda ibn Al-Haseeb: ‘A woman from the 
Ghamid tibe came to the Prophet 3% and said: "I have 
committed adultery." The Messenger of Allah 3 said to her: 
“Return.” The woman returned to her home. She came the 
following day and said to him: “I hope you will not return me 
back as you returned Ma'ez ibn Malek , for, by Allah, T am 
pregnant due to my adultery.” He said to her: “Return until 
you give birth.” The woman returned. When she gave birth, 
she came to the Messenger of Allah 3 and said: "I have given 
birth.” He said to her: “Return and feed the child until you 
wean it.” She came with the child holding a piece of bread in 
his hand and said: "Prophet of Allah! I have weaned it and it 
has eaten food.” The Messenger of Allah 38 gave the child to 
a Muslim man and ordered that a pit be dug for her and for 
her to be stoned to death. Khaled was one among those who 
stoned her. A drop of her blood splashed his face and he 
cursed her. The Prophet 4 said to him: “Be quiet Khaled! By 
Him in Whose hand my soul is, she made a repentance that if 
a man who had devoured people wealth unlawfully repented 
its like, his sins would be forgiven.” Then the Messenger of 
Allah 3 ordered that the funeral prayer be performed for her 
and she was buried.” 


As to the retribution and punishment for slandering chaste 
women, one should ask for the forgiveness of the deserving 
person in the first case of retribution and seek the forgiveness 
of the slandered woman in the second case. One must check 
whether illegally earned money was gained due to a deceitful 
transaction, stealing the fortune of a hireling, etc. and calculate 
its recompense ftom the time it was obtained, not from time its 
possessor reached puberty. This is based on the rule that, a 
minor has to pay what falls due in his property prior to his 
reaching puberty when he reaches puberty, if his guardian has 
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not paid it. If he does not do that, he is considered as an 
oppressor and is obliged is debited with it. According to Al - 
Shafe'e school of thought, people are equal in having their 
pecuniary rights. There is no difference between a minor and an 
adult in this regard. One should calculate everything from the 
day he was born until the day before his repentance, before he is 
judged on the Day of Judgment. 


He must call his own soul to account, before he is called 
to account. The one who does not call his own soul to account 
will have a severe accountability on the Day of Judgment. If 
he remembers the wrong deeds that he did, he should write 
down the names of the people [he wronged] and search for 
them wherever they happen to be. 


Such a repentance is hard for oppressors and traders 
because they are not able to search for those whom they 
maltreated, let alone search for their heirs. Thus, one should 
exert due effort to recompense any inequity. If he does not do, 
he will have to do many good deeds which will be used to 
equalize his balance on the Day of Judgment. He should do 
good deeds equal to his evil ones, because if his good deeds 
fall short in compensating for his evil deeds, the evil deeds of 
the oppressed will be added to his. Thus, he would perish due 
to the evil deeds done by others. 

This is the path to be followed by every repentant, It 
entails spending one’s whole life in doing good deeds, as 
should be the case with one who does not know the time of 
his death. Thus, he should work diligently because time for 
him is very precious. This is the prescribed manner for 
fulfilling the confirmed rights on him. 

As to any available property, he should return the articles 
to their due owners and give in charity what he is not sure of. 
If lawfully earned properties and unlawfully earned ones have 
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become mixed together, he has to calculate the unlawfully 
earned ones and give them in charity. 

As to misdeeds that harm the heart, such as defamation 
and abuse, he should ask the pardon of each one he harmed 
individually. If some are far away or have died, he should do 
as many good deeds as possible to increase his amount of 
good deeds, because those he oppressed will take from his 
good deeds on the Day of Judgment. It should be noted that if 
the others pardoned him, this is the atonement for him. 
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Narrated © Abu-Sa’eed Al-Khudri: ‘The Prophet 3 said: 
“There was a man from Bano Israel who murdered ninety-nine 
people. He then set out asking (whether his repentance could be 
accepted or not). He came upon a monk and asked him if his 
repentance could be accepted. The monk replied in the negative 
and so the man killed him. He kept on asking until a man 
advised him to go to such and such a village. (So he left for it) 
but death overtook him on the way. While dying, he turned his 
chest towards that village (where he had hoped his repentance 
would be accepted), and so the angels of mercy and the angels 
of punishment quarreled amongst themselves regarding him. 
Allah ordered the village (towards which he was going) to come 
closer to him, and ordered the village (he had come from) to go 
far away, and then He ordered the angels to measure the 
distances between his body and the two villages. So he was 
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found to be one span closer to the village (he was going to) 
Thus, he was forgiven. * 


So we know that there is no salvation, except by letting 
good deeds outweigh evil ones, even if only by an atom’s 
weight. Thus, a repentant person should multiply his good 
deeds. And this is the ruling on misdeeds done in the past. 


As to the determination related to the future, one should 
undertake a confirmed covenant with Allahs% not to return to 
such sins, or their like. The parable for this is the patient who 
has learned that fruit will cause him harm, so he decides not 
to eat fruit during his illness. This determination should be 
immediate even if he could not commit himself to it in the 
future. Thus, repentance should not be delayed. 

It should be obvious that a repentant person should know 
what he must do and what he must not do in the future to 
cling to the straight path’ 


This quoted portion of Imam AlGhazali’s work is 
sufficient. 


Now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in 
this regard.] 
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Allah 3 said: 


“And they were commanded not, but that they should 
worship Allah, and worship none but Him Alone (abstaining 
from ascribing partners to Him), and perform the prayer and 
to give zakat, and that is the right religion *” (98: 5) And 
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“Ti is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, 
but it is piety from you that reaches Him. Thus We have made 
them subject to you that you may magnify Allah for His 


guidance to you. And give glad tidings (0 Muhammad!) to 
the Mohsin (the doers of good) *” (22: 37) And 
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“Say (O Muhammad!): "Whether you hide what is in your 
hearts or reveal it, Allah knows it, and He knows what is in 
the heavens and what is in the earth. And Allah is Able to do 
all things *" (3: 29) 
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1.Omar ibn Al-Khattab -¢ said: I heard Allah's Messenger 
% saying: “The reward of deeds depends upon the intentions 
and every person will be rewarded according to what he 
intended. So whoever emigrates for worldly benefits or for to 
marry woman, his emigration will be for what he emigrated 
for.” (Agreed upon). 
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2. Narrated Atisha; ‘Allah's Messenger 3 said: “An army 
will invade Ka'aba and when the invaders reach Al-Baida’a, all 
the ground will go down and swallow the whole army. I said: 
"O Allah's Messenger! How will they be buried under the 
ground while amongst them will be their markets (the people 
who worked in business and who did not take part in invasion) 
and the people not belonging to them?” The Prophet 4 replied: 
“All those people will be buried, but they will be resurrected 
and judged according to their intentions.” (Agreed upon). 
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3. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) 
“On the day of the conquest of Mecca the Prophet 3 said: 
“There is no (more) emigration (from Mecca)* but it is Jihad 


and intention, and whenever you are called for (Jihad) you 
should respond immediately.” (Agreed upon). 
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4, Narrated Anas ibn Malek : ‘When the Messenger of 
Allah 38 returned from Tabuk and approached Madina he 


® This means that there was no further emigration from Mecca to 
Madina because it was no longer a place of unbelief. 
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said: “Indeed, there are some people who could not 
accompany you to any valley you have trodden. They wished 
to be with us, ptauronelie ‘detained them.” (Bukhari) 
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5. Narrated Ma'an ibn Yazeed 4s: ‘My grandfather, my 
father, and I pledged allegiance to Allah's Messenger #8. The 
Prophet 3 helped me to get engaged and then married. One 
day I went to the Prophet 4 with a complaint. My father 
Yazeed had given some gold coins in charity and left them 
with a man in the mosque (to give to the poor), but I went 
there and took them and brought them to him (my father). My 
father said: “By Allah! I did not intend to give them to you.” I 
took (the case) to Allah's Messenger 38. and he 3& said: “O 
Yazeed! You will be rewarded for what you intended. O 
Ma‘an! Whatever you have taken is yours.” (Bukhari). 
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6. Narrated Sa'ad ibn Abi-Waqqas: ‘In the year of 
conquest of Mecca, I fell sick and was near to death. The 
Messenger of Allah 3% came to visit me and I said to him: 
"Messenger of Allah! I have great wealth and none inherit me 
except my daughter. Could I give my wealth for Allah’s 
sake?” The Messenger of Allah g¢ said: “No.” I said: "(Could 
I give) half of it?” He said: “No.” I said” (Could I give) one 
third of it?” He said: “(Give) one third, but it is too much. It is 
better that you leave your heirs wealthy than to leave them 
begging people. And you will not spend any amount except 
that you will be rewarded for it, even if it is a mouthful of 
bread into your wife’s mouth.” I said: "Messenger of Allah! 
Would I lag behind (in Mecca) after | had migrated?” The 
Messenger of Allah said: “You will not do any deed secking 
Allah’s pleasure for it, except that you would get higher in 
rank therewith. You may live after me so that some people 
will benefit from you and some others will be harmed.O 
Allah! Reward my companions for their migration and do not 
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let them tum on their heels. But I feel pity for Sa'ad ibn 
Khawla who died in Mecca.”(At-Termizi ) 


Abu-lssa said: ‘This Hadith is Hasan Saheeh(. It was 
narrated through other rouics than Sa'ad ibn Abu-Waqqas, 
and the people of knowledge act upon this Hadith. They say 
that a Muslim is not permitted to bequeath more than the one 
third. Some scholars recommend that bequests should be less 
than the one third as the Messenger of Allah 38 said: “(Give) 
one third, but it is too much.” 
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7. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
said: “Really, Allah && does not look at your figures or 
wealth, He looks at your hearts and deeds.”” (Muslim). 
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8. Narrated Abu-Musa «; ‘A man came to the Prophet 3 
and asked: “O Allah's Messenger! What kind of fighting is in 
Allah's Cause? (I ask this) for, some of us fight because of 
being enraged and angry and some of us fight for the sake of 
pride and haughtiness.” The Prophet # raised his head as the 
questioner was standing and said: “He who fights that Allah's 
Word (i.e., Allah's Religion of Islamic Monotheism) should 
be superior, fights in Allah's Cause.”(Bukhari). 
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9. Narrated Abi-Bakrah (may Allah be pleased with him): 

‘I heard Allah's Messenger 48 saying: “When two Muslims 
fight (meet) each other with their swords, both the murderer 
as well as the murdered will go to the Hellfire.” I said: "0 
Allah's Messenger! It is right for the murderer but what about 
the murdered one?” Allah's Messenger % replied: “Surely, he 
had the intention to kill his companion (brother).”” (Bukhari). 


Seite wena wee 
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10. Narrated Abu-Huraira (may Allah be pleased with 
him): ‘The Prophet 38 said: “If the man performed Al-Wodoo' 
perfectly, then he weat out for the prayer and solely for the 
prayer.” Or he said: “Nothing but the prayer motivated him, 
He never took a step except that Allah raises him a degree or 
removes from him an evil deed.” 
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11, Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them): 
“The Prophet 4% narrating about his Lord 38: “Allah ordered 
(the angels appointed over you) that the good and the bad 
deeds be written, and He then showed (the way) how (to write 
record each). If somebody intended to do a good deed and he 
did not do it, then Allah will write for him a full good deed 
(in his account with Him); and if he intended to do a good 
deed and he actually did it, then Allah will write for him (in 
his account) with Him (its reward equal) from ten to seven 
hundred or even many more times: and if somebody intended 
to do a bad deed and he did not do it, then Allah will write a 
full good deed (in his account) with Him, and if he intended 
to do it (a bad deed) and he actually did it, then Allah will 
write one bad deed (in his account).”” (Bukhari). 
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12. Narrated Abdullah ibn Omar (may Allah be pleased 
with them): "I heard Allah's Messenger 3 saying: “Three men 
from among those who were before you, set out together until 
they reached a cave at night and they entered it. A big rock 
rolled down the mountain and closed the mouth of the cave. 
They said (to each other): ‘Nothing can save us from this rock 
but to invoke Allah by mentioning the righteous deeds that 
we have done (for Allah's sake only).” So, one of them said: 
‘O Allah! I had old parents (whom I used to provide with 
milk) and I never provided my family (wife, children, etc.) 
with milk before them. One day, by chanee I was delayed, 
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and I arrived late (at night) after they had slept. | milked the 
sheep for them and then took the milk to them, but I found 
them sleeping. I did not like to offer my family the milk 
before them, so I waited for them and the bowl of milk was in 
my hand and I kept on waiting for them to get, up until dawn. 
Then they got up and drank the milk. O Allah! If did that for 
Your sake only, I invoke You to relieve us from our critical 
situation that has been caused by this rock.' So, the rock 
moved a little, but they could not get out. The Prophet % 
added: “The second man said: '0 Allah! I had a cousin who 
was the dearest of all people to me and I wanted to have 
sexual intercourse with her, but she refused. Later she came 
across hard times during a year of famine and she came to 
me, and I gave her one hundred and twenty Dinars on the 
condition that she would not resist my desires, and she 
agreed. When I was about to fulfill my desires, she said: “It is 
illegal for you to violate my chastity except through 
legitimate marriage.” So, I realized it was a sin to have sexual 
intercourse with her and left her, though she was the dearest 
of all the people to me. I also left the gold I had given her. 0 
Allah! If T did that for Your sake only, please relieve us from 
the present calamity.’ So, the rock moved a little more, but 
still they could not get out from the cave. The Prophet 3 
added: “Then the third man said: 'O Allah! T employed few 
laborers and I paid them all of them their wages, with the 
exception of one man who did not take his wages and went 
away. I invested his wages and I gained much profit from 
this. (Then after some time) he came and said to me: “O 
Allah's servant! Pay me my wages.” I said to him: "All the 
camels, cows, sheep, and slaves that you see here, are yours.” 
He said: "O Allah's slave! Don't mock me.” I said: "I am not 
mocking you.” So, he took the herd and drove them away and 
left nothing. O Allah! If I did that for Your sake only, please 
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relieve us from the present suffering” So, the rock moved 
completely and they walked out. (Bukhari). 


Asi oly — 
Chapter (2) 
Repentance 


[Man was created from the earth as Allah 3% and His 
Messenger 3 tell us in the Noble Koran and Sunna. Allah 3 
says: 


Le Geil eal Gat ah BL ot a a 
Yeats, An ois Gs) oll (ny aly Lal gal gat 


ih Sy at MN of SLi Bp pel A aD Qa, Hy 
(Fr 19 gay C(t) AD cia Shh Sal 18 5 UA oh 
“And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all 
that is on the earth, that He may requite those who do evil 
with that which they have done (i.e. punish them in Hell), and 
reward those who do good, with what is best (i.e. Paradise) * 
Those who avoid the major sins and Al-Fawahish (illegal 
sexual intercourse and the like) except the small faults, 
Verily, your Lord is of Vast Forgiveness. He knows you well 
when He created you (your father Adam) from the earth and 
when you were fetuses in your mothers’ wombs. So ascribe 
not purity to yourselves. He (Allah 3) knows best him who 
fears Allah and he that keeps his duty to Him *” (53: 31-32) 


Consequently, man is liable to go astray. In the Islamic 
perspective, all human being are liable to go astray, apart 
from the Prophets and Messengers (peace be upon them). 
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This concept (i.e. there is no human free of sin apart from the 
Prophets and the Messengers of Allah 3%) was clearly 
understood by the companions (may Allah be pleased with 
them) for, when the verse: “It is those who believe (in the 
Oneness of Allah and worship none but Him Alone) and 
confuse not their belief with zolm (wrongdoing i.e. by 
worshipping others besides Allah), for them (only) there 
is security and they are the guided *” (6: 82) was revealed, 
the companions exclaimed: ”Who of us has not committed 
a misdeed?” The Messenger of Allah 8 put them at ease 
by explaining the real meaning of the verse, saying that 
zolm (wrongdoing) refers to polytheism. This is supported 
by Allah’s statement: 


ali coy Ya eed 9 (8 6 ths a cay ULE! ULE 44) 
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“And (remember) when Loqman said to his son when he 
was advising him: "O my son! Join not in worship others with 


Allah. Verily joining others in worship with Allah is a great 
zolm (wrongdoing) indeed *” (31” 13) 


Islam does not impose penalties on people who flee to 
their Creator secking His forgiveness. It does not oblige its 
followers to buy ‘indulgences’ as was prevalent in Europe nor 
does it compel them to offer sacrifices to atone for sins. If one 
commits a misdeed or wrongs himself, he should hurry to 
Allah 8, without any mediation whatsoever, 

The Noble Koran encourages man not to despair of 
Allah’s mercy. It states that some people had committed some 
major sins and it criticizes them for not turning to Allah && in 
repentance, take as examples the People of the Book who had 
killed some of their Prophets, ascribed sons and partners to 
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Allah &, dealt in usury, defamed Mary the chaste Virgin, ete. 
Having mentioned these crimes and major sins, the Noble 
Koran reminds man that had they turned in repentance to 
Allah 38, they would find Allah 38 Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. So let us read what the Noble Koran says: 
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“And the Jews say: ‘Ozair (Ezra) is the son of Allah,’ and 

the Christians say: ‘Messiah is the son of Allah.’ These are 
the words from their mouths, resembling the sayings of those 
who disbelieved aforetime. Allah's Curse be on them, how 
they are deluded and away from the truth! They (Jews and 
Christians) took their rabbis and their monks to be their Lords 
besides Allah (by obeying them in things which they made 
lawful or unlawful, according to their own desires, without 
being ordered so by Allah), and (they also took as their Lord) 
Messiah, son of Mary, while they (Jews and Christians) were 
commanded (in the Torah and Al-Injecl*) to worship none but 
One God La Ilaha Illa Howa (None has the right to be 
worshipped but He). Praise and glory be to Him from having 


® We use the term Al Injeel here, not the Gospels or the New 
Testament, because they are totally different from Al Injeel that 
was revealed to Jesus ‘8 
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any partners they associate (with Him). * They (the 
disbelievers, the Jews and the Christians) want to extinguish 
Allah's Light (with which Muhammad 3 has been sent - 
Islamic Monotheism) with their mouths, but Allah will not 
allow except that His Light should be perfected, even though 
the disbelievers hate (it).* It is He (Allah) Who has sent His 
Messenger (Muhammad #8) with guidance and the religion of 
truth (Islam), to make it superior over all religions even 
though the polytheists, (pagans, idolaters, disbelievers in the 
Oneness of Allah) hate (it) *” (9”: 30-33) And 


seid 5 pS ale al ab 
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“Because of breaking the covenant, because of their rejecting 
the signs of Allah, because of killing the Prophets unjustly, 
and because of their saying: ‘Our hearts are wrapped (with 
coverings, ic. we do not understand what the Messengers 
say).’ Allah has set a seal upon their hearts because of their 
disbelief, so they believe not but a little. * And because of 
their (the Jews) disbelief and uttering against Mary a grave 
false charge (that she had committed fornication) * and 
because of their saying (in boast): ‘We killed the Messiah, 
Jesus, son of Mary, the Messenger of Allab.’ They killed him 
not, nor crucified him, but the resemblance of Jesus was put 
over another man (and they killed that man), and those who 
differ about this are full of doubts. They have no (certain) 
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knowledge. They follow nothing but conjecture. For surely, 
they killed him not. * But Allah raised him (Jesus) up (with 
his body and soul) unto Himself. And Allah is Ever All- 
Powerful, All-Wise *” (4: 155-158). And 
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“Verily, We took the covenant of the Children of Isracl 
and sent Messengers to them. Whenever there came to them a 
Messenger with what they themselves desired not, a group of 
them they called them liars, and others who among them they 
killed. *They thought there would be no Fitna (trial or 
punishment), so they became blind and deaf, after that Allah 
tumed to them (with Forgiveness), yet again many of them 
became blind and deaf. And Allah is the All -Seer of what they 
do. * Surely, they have disbelieved those who say: ‘Allah is the 
Messiah Jesus, son of Mary.’ But the Messiah (Jesus)) s aid: ’O 
Children of Israel! Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.” 
Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, Allah 
has forbidden Paradise to him, and the Fire will be his abode. 
‘And for the wrongdoers there are no helpers. * Surely, those 
who said: ‘Allah is the third of the three (in a Trinity),” are 
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disbelievers. But there is no god save One God. And if they 
cease not from what they say, verily, a painful torment will 
befall the disbelievers among them *.Will they not turn with 
repentance to Allah and ask His Forgiveness? For Allah is Oft 
Forgiving, Most Merciful *” (5: 70-74) 


Let us study the case of another wrongdoer, Phareoh, who 
claimed to be the highest lord of his people. Overlooking the 
oppression he afflicted on the weak subjects anong his 
people, we should remind you of his evil end, he was 
drowned in the Red Sea. His body was the only body that was 
destined to be a sign. Minutes before his death (at the time 
when repentance is not accepted) he haughtily declared his 
belief in ‘the god in whom the children of Israel have 
believed.’ The Noble Koran narrates this incident, in the 
chapter titled Yunus (Jonah ##!), in a way that one would not 
but hesitate in saying: "Had he turned in repentance earlier, 
his repentance would have been accepted.” 


The Noble Koran says: 
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“And We took the Children of Israel across the sea, and 
Pharaoh with his hosts followed them in oppression and 
enmity, until when drowning overtook him, he said: ‘I believe 
that La Ilah illa alazi Amanat Bihee Bano Israel and I am one 
of the Muslims (None has the right to be worshipped but the 


god in Whom the Children of Israel have believed, and I am 
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one of the Muslims.’ * Now (you believe)! While you refused 
to believe before (death overtook you) and you were one of 
the evil- doers. * So this day We shall deliver your (dead) 
body (out from the sea) that you may be a sign to those who 
come after you! And verily, many among mankind are 
heedless of Our Signs. *” (10: 90-92) 


It is worth mentioning here to remind you, my dear reader, of 
the false claim of Pharaoh. It is mentioned in many places of 
the Noble Koran, For brevity, we mention only two places: 
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“(Pharaoh) said: *O chiefs! I know not that you have a god 
other than me. So kindle for me (a fire), O Haman (his prime 
minister), to bake (bricks out of) clay, and set up for me a 
lofty tower so I could look at the God of (Moses); and verily, 
I think that he ((Moses)) is one of the liars. *” (28: 38). And 
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“Has there come to you the story of (Moses)? * When his 

Lord called him out in the sacred valley of Towa * (ordering 

him): Go to (Pharaoh); verily he has transgressed all bounds 

(in crimes, sins, polytheism, disbelief, etc.) * And say to him: 

“Would you purify yourself (from the sin of disbelief by 
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reverting to Islam? * And 1 would guide you to your Lord, so 
you should fear Him?” * Then (Moses) showed him the great 
sign (miracles), * But (Pharaoh) belied him and disobeyed. * 
Then he turned his back, striving (against Allah). * Then he 
gathered (his people) and cried aloud, * Saying: "I am your 
lord, most high” * So Allah, scized him with punishment for 
his last (i.e. his saying: I am your lord, most high) and first 
(ie. his saying, O chiefs! I know not that you have a god 
other than I). * Verily in this is an instructive admonition for 
whosoever fears Allah. *” (79: 15-26) 


The third category of such criminals is the Ashab Al- 
Okhdood (literally, the owners of the trench). They were 
arrogant people who dug a huge trench, cast the believers in 
it, and then they set them on fire. 


The Muslim thinker Abdullah Yusuf Ali, may Allah 
reward him bountifully, commented on this incident saying that 
the scholars say that these words do not refer to a specific 
people. In ancient history, in Mediev al Europe, many lives were 
sacrificed at the stake because the victims did not conform with 
the current overwhelming doctrines. In the days of Abraham, the 
father of monotheism, Abraham %# was cast in fire by the 
unbelieving ruler of his time, but Allah 8 ordered that the fire 
be moderately cool, as a sign to dignify Abraham #2, 


In brief, the Noble Koran mentions the story of Ashab Al- 
Okhdood, and clarifies that had they turned in repentance, 
even after that heinous crime, they would have been saved 
from the Fire. Allah 38 says: 
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“Verily, those who put into trial the believing men and 
believing women (by torturing them and burning them), 
and then they did not turn in repentance (to Allah), then 
they will have the torment of Hell, and they will have the 
punishment of the burning Fire. *” (85” 10) 


In the light of the aforementioned verses, a believer who 
commits a misdeed should direct his face towards heaven 
seeking Allah’s Forgiveness, having a firm belief that Allah 
& will be pleased with his words of repentance. He should 
not despair of seeking Forgiveness and turning in repentance 
for, this is the real disaster. 


Now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled 
regarding this topic.] 

The people of knowledge say that repentance is 
mandatory for every sin. If the act of disobedience does not 
involve taking people’s rights, it has three conditions: 


1. One should abstain from committing that deed. 
2. One should regret having committed that deed. 
3. One should determine not to return to that deed 


If the act of disobedience involves taking people's rights, 
it has four conditions. The conditions mentioned above, and 
in addition, repaying what one has illegally taken. If the act 
entails the enactment of a Hadd (a prescribed penalty), he 
should allow the other party to enact it. One should repent 
from all sins. The Koran, Sunna, and the unanimous 
agreement of the Muslims impose the ruling of turning in 
repentance from sins. 


Allah 38 says: 
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“And tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from 
looking at the non-Mahram’ men) and protect their private 
parts (from illegal sexual acts) and not to show off their 
adornment except only that which is apparent (both eyes for 
necessity to see the way, or outer sides of the hands or one 
eye or dress like veil, gloves, head-cover, apron, etc.), and to 
draw their veils all over their bodies, faces, necks and 
bosoms, and not to reveal their adornment except to their 
husbands, or their fathers, or their husband's fathers, or their 
sons, or their husband's sons, or their brothers or their 
brother's sons, or their sister's sons, or their (Muslim) women 
(ce. their sisters in Islam), or the (female) slaves whom their 
right hands possess, or old male servants who lack vigor, or 
small children who have no sense of feminine sex. And let 
them not stamp their feet so as to reveal what they hide of 
their adomment. And let all of you beg Allah to forgive you 
all, O believers, that you may be successful. *” (24: 31) And 
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7 Tie. those who are not within the prescribed group of men whom 
a woman could not marry and in front of whom she does not have 
to cover herself as listed below in this verse of the Qur'an.] 
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“(Hud sa said to his people And I was ordered that you) 

seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and tum to Him in 
repentance to Him, that He may grant you good enjoyment, 
for a term appointed, and bestow His abounding Grace to 
every owner of grace (i.e. the one who helps and serves the 
needy and deserving physically and with his wealth, and even 
with good words). But if you turn away, then I fear for you 
the torment of a Great Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection). *” 
(IL: 3) And 
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“O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere 
repentance! It may be that your Lord will expiate from you 
your sins, and admit you into Gardens under which rivers 
flow (Paradise) - the Day that Allah will not disgrace the 
Prophet (Muhammad and those who believed with him, Their 
Light will run forward before them and (with their Records, 
ie. Books of deeds) in their right hands, they will say: ‘Our 
Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us (and do not put it off till 
we cross over the Sirit (a slippery bridge over the Hell) 
safely) and grant us forgiveness. Verily, You are Able to do 
all things.” *" (66: 8) 
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13, Narrated Abu-Huraira 4s: ‘I heard Allah's Messenger 
3 saying: “By Allah! I seek Allah's Forgiveness and turn to 
Him in repentance more than seventy times a day.” 


(Bukhari). 
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14, Narrated Ibn Omar: ‘The Messenger of Allah 38 said: 

“O people! Tum in repentance to Allah, For, I turn in 
repentance to Allah one hundred times a day.”” 
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15. Narrated Abu-Shihab: ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘oud 
Narrated two narrations, one from the Prophet and the 


other from his own. He said: ”The believer sees his sins as if 
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he were sitting under a mountain, which he is afraid may fall 
on him; whereas the evildoer considers his sins as flies 
passing over his nose and he just drove them away like this 
(Abu-Shihab, the sub-narrator, moved his hand over his nose 
in illustration). (Ibn Mas'oud added: "Allah's Messenger 3 
said: ’Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His 
servant, than a man who encamped at a place where his life 
was jeopardized. He then rested his head and slept for a short 
while, and woke to find his mount gone. (He started looking 
for it) and suffered from severe heat and thirst, as Allah had 
wished (him to suffer from). He then said: I will go back to 
my place.’ He returned and slept again. When he got up and 
raised his head he found his mount standing beside him.” 


(Bukhari). 


16 - The narration of At-Termizi says: 


(As to the Hadith of the Prophet 38) Abdullah said: ‘The 
Messenger of Allah 38 said: “Indeed, Allah 3 becomes more 
pleased than a (traveling) man in a desert when his mount 
that carried his food, drink, and all that benefits him, is lost, 
until he was near death, He then said to himself: "I should 
return to my starting place to die there.” He retumed to it and 
was overtaken by sleep. When he woke up he found his 
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mount at his head carrying his food, drink, and all that 
benefits him.” 
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17. Narrated Abu-Musa: ‘The Prophet #8 said: “Certainly, 
Allah 38 stretches His Hand by night that the one who has 
committed a misdeed during the day could turn in repentance. 
He stretches His Hand by day that the one that has committed 
a misdeed during the night could turn in repentance until the 
sun rises in the west.” 
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18, Narrated Abu-Huraira : “The Messenger of Allah 38 


said: “He that turns in repentance to Allah a before the sun 
tises in the West, Allah 38 would accept his repentance.” 
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19. Narrated Ibn Omar: ‘The Prophet 3 said: “Allah 
accepts the repentance of man as long as he has not 
experienced the death rattle.” (At-Termizi ). 
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20. Narrated Zirr ibn Hobaysh: ‘I came to Safwan ibn 
Assal Al-Moradi to ask him about wiping over the footwear. 
He said: "Why have you come Zirr?” I said: “To search for 
knowledge.“ He said: "Really, the angels lay down their 
wings for the searcher of knowledge out of satisfaction for 
what he searches for.“ I said: "I have some doubts about 
wiping over the footwear afier urination and defecation and 
you are one of those who accompanied the Messenger of 
Allah 8, so T came to you to ask you: ‘Have you heard him 
mentioning anything about that?” He said: 


"Whenever we were traveling the Prophet 3 used to 
command us to wear our leather socks for three days and 
three nights, whether we had to answer the call of nature or 
sleep. However, in the situation of ejaculating semen, he 
commanded us to remove the leather socks.” I said: "Have 
you heard him saying anything about love (for the sake of 
Allah)?” He said: "Yes. Once we were traveling with the 
Prophet 38, a nomad called him out loudly: ‘O Muhammad!” 
The Messenger of Allah 2% replied him: "Here T am.’ We said 
to the nomad: ‘Woe on you, lower your voice when calling 
out the Prophet 4. You are so ordered.’ The nomad said: ‘By 
Allah, I will never lower my voice.’ He resumed: ‘A man 
loves some people who did not join them?’ The Prophet 3 
said: ’On the Day of Judgment, a man will be with those he 
used to love in life.’ Zirr said: ‘Safwan kept on talking to us 
until he mentioned a gate of seventy-years distance from the 
West (or he said a very wide gate in whose width a traveling 
person can march for forty or seventy years towards Greater 
Syria, that Allah 3% created the same day that he created the 
heavens and the earth. This will be opened and it will 
never be closed until the sun rises in the West, meaning the 
door of repentance.’ 
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21, Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri ss: "The Prophet 38 
said: “There was a man from Bano Israel who murdered 
ninety-nine people. He then set out asking (whether his 
repentance could be accepted or not). He came upon a monk 
and asked him if his repentance could be accepted. The monk 
replied in the negative and so the man killed him. He kept on 
asking until a man advised him to go to such and such village. 
(So he left for it) but death overtook him on the way. While 
dying, he tumed his chest towards that village (where he had 
hoped his repentance would be accepted), and so the angels of 
mercy and the angels of punishment disputed amongst 
themselves regarding him. Allah ordered the village (towards 
which he was going) to come closer to him, and ordered the 
village (he had come from), to go far away, and then He 
ordered the angels to measure the distances between his body 
and the two villages. So he was found to be one span closer to 
the village (he was going to). So he was forgiven.” (Bukhari). 
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22. Narrated Ka'ab ibn Malek 4s: ‘I did not leave Allah's 
Messenger 4 in any Battle he fought except that of Tabuk 
and I failed to take part in the Battle of Badr, but Allah did 
not admonish anyone who had not participated at Badr, as 
Allah's Messenger 3 had in fact gone out in search of a 
Qorayshi caravan until Allah made them (i.e. the Muslims) 
and their enemy meet without any preplan . I was there on the 
night of Al-agaba (pledge) with Allah's Messenger % when 
we pledged allegiance to Islam, and I would not have 
exchanged that for the Battle of Badr although the Badr was 
more popular amongst the people than that (i.e. Al-aqaba 
Pledge). 

As for my news (in this battle of Tabuk ), I had never been 
stronger or wealthier than the time I could not accompany the 
Prophet # in that Battle By Allah, I had never had two she- 
camels before then, but I had at the time of this Battle 
Whenever Allah's Messenger # wanted to go on a Battle he 
used to hide his intention by apparently referring to different 
Battle until it was the time for that Battle (of Tabuk ) where 
Allah's Messenger # fought under a very hot sun, suffering 
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from a long journey in the desert, and the great number of 
enemy. So, the Prophet 4 announced (their destination) to the 
Muslims clearly so that they might prepare for their Battle 
Allah's Messenger 4¢ was accompanied by a large number of 
Muslims, all of whom could not be listed in one register. 
Ka'ab added: "Any man who wanted to be absent would think 
that the matter would remain hidden, unless Allah revealed it 
through Divine Revelation.” 


So Allah's Messenger fought that Battle at a time when 
the fruit had ripened and the shade appeared pleasant. Allah's 
Messenger 3 and his companions prepared for the battle and 
I started to go to get myself ready along with them, but I 
returned without having done anything. I would say to 
myself, 'T can do that later.’ So I kept on delaying it time and 
again little until the people were ready and Allah's Messenger 
4gand the Muslims with him departed, and I still had not 
prepared anything for my departure, so I said: "I will prepare 
myself (for departure) in one or two days, and then join 
them.” In the morning following their departure, I went out to 
get myself ready, but returned having done nothing. Then 
again, the next morning I went out to get ready, but returned 
without doing anything. Such was the case with me until the 
army left and thus | missed the battle. Even then still I 
intended to depart to catch up with them. I wish I had done 
so! But it was not in my destiny. 


After the departure of Allah's Messenger 3 whenever I 
went out and walked amongst the people, it grieved me that I 
could see nobody around me, except someone who was 
accused of hypocrisy or one of the weak men whom Allah 
had excused. Allah's Messenger 4 did not remember about 
me until he reached Tabuk . While he was sitting amongst the 
people in Tabuk , he said: “What did Ka'ab do?” A man from 
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Bano Salima said ”O Allah's Messenger! He was detained by 
his two Bordas (ie. garments) as he used to look at them 
proudly.’ Then Mo'az ibn Jabal said: "What a terrible thing 
you have just said! By Allah! © Allah's Messenger! All we 
know about him is but good,” Allah's Messenger 38 kept silent." 


Ka'ab ibn Malck added: ‘When I heard that he (ic. the 
Prophet %) was on his way back to Madina, I was 
preoccupied with the lie I told, and began to think of excuses, 
saying to myself: "How can I avoid his anger tomorrow?” so I 
took the advice of the wise members of my family in this 
matter. When it was said that Allah's Messenger % was 
approaching (Madina) all the evil excuses abandoned my 
mind and I knew that I could never escape ftom this problem 
by creating a lie, so I made a firm decision to tell the truth. 


Allah's Messenger 4% arrived in the morning, and 
whenever he returned from a journey he used to visit the 
mosque first of all and offer a two-raka'a prayer there and 
then sit with the people, So when he had done all that (this 
time), those who had failed to join the battle (of Tabuk ) came 
and started offering excuses and taking oaths before him. 
There were over eighty something men. Allah's Messenger 
accepted the excuses they gave him, took their Baya'a 
(pledge), asked for Allah's Forgiveness for them, and left the 
secrets of their hearts for Allah to judge. Then I came to him, 
and when I greeted him he smiled a smile of an angry person 
and then said: “Come on.” So I walked until 1 sat before him. 
He said to me: “What prevented you from joining us. Had 
you not purchased an animal to carry you?” I answered: "Yes, 
O Allah's Messenger! But by Allah, if I were sitting before 
any person from among the people of the world, other than 
you, I would have avoided his anger with an excuse. By 
Allah, 1 have been bestowed with the power of speaking 
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fluently and eloquently, but by Allah, I knew well that if I tell 
you a lie today to seek your favor, Allah 38 would surely 
make you angry with me in the near future; but if I tell you 
the truth, you will get angry because of it. I hope for Allah's 
Forgiveness. Really, by Allah, there was no excuse for me. 
By Allah, I had never been stronger or wealthier than I had 
been when I stayed behind after you left.’ Then Allah's 
Messenger 3% said: “In regard to this man, he has surely told 
the truth, so get up [and leave] until Allah judges your case.” 


I got up and many men of Bano Salima followed me and 
said to me: "By Allah, we never witnessed you doing a sin 
before this. But you didn’t give an excuse to Allah's 
Messenger 3% as the others did who did not join him. The 
invocation of Allah's Messenger 3 to Allah to forgive you 
would have been sufficient for you.” By Allah, they 
continued censure me so much that I wanted to return (to the 
Prophet 38) and accuse myself of having told a lie, but I said 
to them: “Is there anybody else who has met the same fate as 
1 have?” They replied: ”Yes, there were two men who said 
the same thing as you did, and both of them were given the 
same order as was given to you.” I said: "Who were they?” 
They replied: "Morara ibn Al-Rasbe'e Al-Amri and Hilal ibn 
Omayya Al-Waqifi.” With that they mentioned to me the 
names of two pious men who had attended the Battle of Badr, 
and in whom there had been an example for me. So I did not 
change my mind when they mentioned them to me. 


Allah's Messenger 3 forbade all the Muslims to talk to the 
three of us, out of all those who had stayed behind from that 
Battle . So we kept away from the people and they changed 
their attitude towards us, until the very land (where I lived) 
appeared strange to me as if I did not know ‘t. We remained 
in that condition for fifty nights. The other two men remained 
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in their houses and kept on weeping, but I was the youngest 
of them and the firmest of them, so I used to go out and 
perform the prayers along with the other Muslims and wander 
around in the markets, but no one would talk to me. I would 
come to Allah's Messenger 3 and greet him while he was 
sitting in his gathering after the prayer, and I wondered 
whether he 4 moved his lips in return to my greetings or not. 
I would offer my prayers near to him and look at him, 
stealthily. When I was busy with my prayer, he would turn his 
face towards me, but when I tumed to face him, he would 
tum away from me, When this harsh attitude of the people 
lasted a long time, I walked until I scaled over the wall of the 
garden of Abu-Qatadah, who was my cousin and the dearest 
person to me, and I offered my greetings to him. By Allah, he 
did not retum my greetings. I said: "O Abu-Qa‘ada! I beseech 
you by Allah! Do you know that I love Allah and His 
Messenger 48?” He kept silent. I asked him again, beseeching 
him by Allah, but he remained silent. Then I asked him again 
in the Name of Allah. He said: “Allah and His Messenger 2% 
know it better.” Thereupon my eyes flowed with tears and I 
returned and jumped over the wall.” 


Ka'ab added: While I was walking in the market of 
Madina, suddenly I saw a Nabati (a Christian farmer) from 
the Anbat (plural of Nabati) from Al-Sham (Greater Syria)) 
who had come to sell his grain in Madina, saying: "Who will 
lead me to Ka'ab ibn Malek 2” The people began to point 
(me) ont to him until he reached to me and handed me a letter 
from the King of Ghassan, in which the following was 
written: "To proceed, I have been informed that your friend 
(ie. the Prophet 38) has treated you harshly. Allah does not 
allow you to live in a place where you feel inferior and your 
rights are lost, so come and join us and we will console you." 
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When I read it, I said to myself: "This is also a sort of test.” 
Then I took the letter to the oven and made a fire inside by 
burning it. 


When forty out of the fifty nights had elapsed, the courier 
of Allah's Messenger 3 came to me and said: "Allah's 
Messenger 3 orders you to keep away from your wife.” I 
said: "Should I divorce her or what else should I do?” He 
said: “No, only keep away from her and do not sleep with 
her.” The Prophet % sent the same message to my two 
fellows, So I said to my wife: "Go to your parents and remain 
with them until Allah decrees this matter.” Ka'ab added: ‘The 
wife of Hilal ibn Omayya came to Allah's Messenger 3 and 
said, “O Allah's Messenger! Hilal ibn Omayya is a helpless 
old man who has no servant to serve him. Do you dislike that 
T should serve him?” The Messenger of Allah 4% said: “No 
(you can serve him), but he should not come near you.” She 
said: "By Allah, he has no desire for anything. By Allah, he 
has never ceased weeping since his case began until this day.' 
AL that, some of my family members said to me: "Will you 
also ask Allah's Messenger 3 to permit your wife (to serve 
you) as he has permitted the wife of Hilal to serve him?” I 
said: "By Allah, I will not ask the permission of Allah's 
Messenger 3¢ regarding her, for I do not know what Allah’ 
Messenger #8 would say if | asked him to permit her (to serve 
me) as am still a young man.” 


So I remained in that state for ten more nights after that 
until the period of fifly nights was completed from the time 
when Allah's Messenger # prohibited the people from talking 
to us. When I had offered Al-fajr Prayer on the fiftieth 
morning on the roof of one of our houses and I was sitting in 
the condition that Allah had described (in the Koran), my 
very soul seemed straitened and even the earth seemed 
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narrow, despite its spaciousness. From there I heard the voice 
of someone who had climbed the mountain of Sala’, calling in 
his loudest voice: "O Ka'ab ibn Malek ! Be happy (for 
receiving good tidings).” I fell down in prostration before 
Allah, realizing that relief had come. Allah's Messenger 
had announced the acceptance of our repentance by Allah 
when he had offered Al-fajr Prayer. 


The people then came out to congratulate us. Some people 
went to bring the good tidings to my two fellows and a 
horseman came hastily to me, and a man of Bano Aslam also 
came running and climbed the mountain and his voice was 
swifter than the horse. When he whose voice I had heard, 
came to me conveying the good tidings. I took off my 
garments and dressed him with them, and by Allah, I owned 
no other garments than them 01 that day. Then I borrowed 
two garments and wore them and went to Allah's Messenger 
48, The people started receiving me in groups, congratulating 
me on Allah's Acceptance of my repentance, saying: "We 
congratulate you on Allah's Acceptance of your repentance.” 


Ka'ab further said” ‘When I entered the mosque, I saw 
Allah's Messenger 3 sitting surrounded by the people. Talha 
ibn Obaydullah quickly came to me, shook hands with me 
and congratulated me. By Allah, none of the emigrants got up 
for me except him, and I will never forget Talha for this.” 
Ka'ab added: ‘When I greeted Allah's Messenger 3%, whose 
face was beaming with joy, he said: “Be happy with the best 
day that you have had ever since your mother delivered 
you." Ka'ab added: ‘I said to the Prophet 3s: “Is this 
forgiveness from you or from Allah?” He said: “No, it is from 
Allah.” Whenever Allah's Messenger % became happy, his 
face would shine as if it was a piece of the moon, and we all 
knew that characteristic of him. 
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When | sat before him, I said: "O Allah's Messenger! 
Because of the acceptance of my repentance I will give up all 
my wealth in charity for the sake of Allah and His Messenger 
3. Allah's Messenger % said: “Keep some of your wealth, as 
it will be better for you.” | said” "So I will keep my share 
from Khaybar with me.” and I added: “O Allah's Messenger! 
Allah has saved me for telling the truth, so it is a part of my 
repentance not to fell anything but the truth as long as I am 
alive.” By Allah, I do not know anyone of the Muslims whom 
Allah has helped for telling the truth more than me. Since T 
confessed that to Allah's Messenger # I have never intended 
to tell a lic until today. I hope that Allah 38 will also save me 
(from telling lies) for the rest of my life. Allah had revealed 
to His Messenger 3% the Verses: 


“Allah has forgiven the Prophet, the emigrants, and Al- 
Ansar who followed him during the time of distress (Tabuk 
expedition), after the hearts of a party of them had nearly 
deviated (from the Right Path), but He accepted their 
repentance. Certainly, He is unto them full of Kindness, Most 
Merciful. * And (He did forgive also) the three (who did not 
join the Tabuk expedition) left (and whose cases were 
deferred) until for them the earth, vast as it is, was straitened 
and their own selves were straitened to them, and they 
perceived that there was no fleeing from Allah, and no refuge 
but in Him. Then, He accepted their repentance, that they 
might beg for His pardon. Verily, Allah is the One Who 
forgives and accepts repentance, Most Merciful. * 0 you who 
believe! Be afraid of Allah, and be with those who are true (in 
words and deeds). *” (9: 117-119) 


Ka'ab said: ‘By Allah, Allah has never bestowed upon me, 


apart from His guiding me to Islam, a greater blessing than 
the fact that I did not tell a lie to Allah's Messenger 3%, as that 
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would have caused me to perish as those who have lied 
perished. As Allah described those who lied with the worst 
description He ever attributed to anybody else, Allah && said 
about them: 


“They will swear by Allah to you (the Muslims) when you 
return to them, that you may tur away from them. So turn away 
from them. Surely, they are impure (because of their evil deeds), 
and Hell is their dwelling place - a recompense for what they 
used to eam. * They (the hypocrites) will swear to you (the 
Muslims) that you may be pleased with them, but if you are 
pleased with them, certainly Allah is not pleased with the people 
who are rebellious. *"(9: 95-96) 


Kalab added: ‘We three differed altogether from those 
whose excuses were accepted by Allah's Messenger #% when 
they swore to him. He took their Baya'a (pledge) and asked 
Allah to forgive them, but Allah's Messenger left our case 
pending until Allsh 3% gave His Judgment about it. As for that 
Allah said: 


“And (He did forgive also) the three (who did not join the 
Tabuk expedition whose case was deferred) until for them 
the carth, vast as it is, was straitened and their own selves 
were straitened to them, and they perceived that there was no 
fleeing from Allah, and no refuge but in Him. Then, He 
accepted their repentance that they might beg for His pardon. 
Verily, Allah is the One Who forgives and accepts 
repentance, Most Merciful. *” (9: 118) 


What Allah said (in this Verse) does not refer to our 
failure to take part in the Battle of Tabuk , but it refers to the 
deferment by the Prophet 3% of making a decision about our 
case, in contrast to the cases of those who had taken an oath 
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before him and he excused them by accepting their excuses,” 
(Bukhari). 


DACRE ES) 


ier) 


eles 


wala ol 


ata a fill 


a iio bol Ss 


23. Narrated Imran ibn Hosayn; ‘A woman of Johayna 
tribe confessed adultery to the Prophet 3 and said that she 
was pregnant. The Prophet summoned her guardian and 
said to him: “Treat her kindly. and when she delivers, inform 
me.” The man did as directed. The Prophet 3 ordered that her 
clothes be tied and that she be stoned to death. He performed 
the Funeral Prayer for her. Omar ibn Al-Khattab said to him: 
You have stoned her and performed the Funeral Prayer for 
her Messenger of Allah?” The Prophet 3 said: “She has 
repented to Allah a repentance that if it were distributed 
among seventy people of Madina, it would suffice them. 
Have you found anything more precious than giving her soul 
willingly to Allah?”(AL-Termizi ). 
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24. Narrated Ibn Abbas: ‘I heard the Prophet # saying: “ 
the son of Adam had two valleys full of money he ed 
wish for a third, for nothing can fill the belly of Adam's son 
except dust, and Allah forgives him who (repents to Him) 
begs for His Forgiveness.” (Bukhari). 
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25. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘Allah's Messenger 38 said: 
“Allah welcomes two men with a smile; one of them killed 
the other and both of them entered Paradise. One fought in 
Allah's Cause and was killed. Later on Allah forgave the 
killer (as he embraced Islam) and he was martyred (in Allah's 
Cause).”” (Bukhari) 
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About Patience 


[Believing in preordainment is one of the pillars of faith. 
This entails that the belicver should belicve that what has 
befallen him was not going to miss him and what has missed 
him was not going to befall him. He should believe that it is 
impossible 10 avoid what has been foreordained. No one can 
escape what has been destined for him. 


This entails absolute contentment with what befalls one, and 
this belief helps the believer to be pleased with whatever 
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befalls him, because he has a firm belief that what befell him 
is an act of God that no creature could evade. 


Thus, believing in preordainment is a prerequisite for 
patience. The Prophets (peace be upon them) are the models 
in this matter and we are required to imitate them. The Noble 
Koran mentioned them with reverence for the noble 
characteristics that they had. Patience is one of these noble 
characteristics. 
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“And (remember) Ismac'el (Ishmael), and Idrees (Enoch) 
and Zol-Kifl (Isaiah), all were from among the people who 
showed patience *” (38: 44) 
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“And remember Our servant Job, when he invoked his 
Lord (saying): "Verily Satan has touched me with distress (by 
ruining my health) and torment (by ruining my wealth). * 
(Allah said to him): "Strike the ground with your foot. This is 
(a spring of) water to wash in, cool and a (refreshing) drink” * 
And We gave him (back) his family, and along with them the 
like thereof, as a Mercy from Us, and a Reminder for those 
who understand. * “And take in your hand a bundle of thin 
grass and strike therewith (your wife), and break not your 
oath.” Truly! We found him patient. How excellent (a) 
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servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in repentance (to 
Us)! *” (38” 41-44) 
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“And, when he (his son, Ismac'el, (Ishmael)) was strong 
enough to strive with him (his father Abraham), he 
(Abraham) said: "O my son! I have seen in a dream that [am 
slaughtering you (offering you in sacrifice to Allah). So look 
what you think!" He said: “O my father! Do as what you are 
ordered, you shall find me one of those who show patience, 
Allah willing. *" (37: 102) 


Allah && will be with the people who show patience, 
supporting them. The Noble Koran says: 
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“Q you who believe! Seck help in patience and in 

performing the prayer. Truly! Allah is with those who show 
patience. *” (2: 153) And 
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“And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute 
(with one another) lest you should lose courage and your 
strength should depart you, and be patient. Surely, Allah is 
with those who show patience. *” (8: 46) 
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“Now Allah has lightened your (task), for He knows that 
there is weakness in you. So if there are of you a hundred 
steadfast people, they shall overcome two hundred, and if 
there are a thousand of you, they shall overcome two 
thousands afier Allah’s Leave, And Allah is with those who 
show patience. *” (8: 66) 


People who show patience are rewarded abundantly and 
without limit, Allah 3 said: 


ie Ga oe Go kal Gall oS) 18 1G) Gall abe G UEP 
(sas) Clee he ph al Us ball Ss 

“But those who had been given (religious) knowledge 
said: "Woe to you! The Reward of Allah (in the Hereafter) is 
better for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and 
this none shall attain except those who are Al-sabirin (the 
patient in following the truth).” (Zumar 10).And 

“Say (O Muhammad! To My servants): "O My slaves 
who believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheismn), 
be afiaid of your Lord (Allah) and keep your duty to Him. 
Good is (the reward) for those who do good in this world, and 
Allah's earth is spacious (so if you cannot wor ship Allah at a 
place, then emigrate to another)! Only those who are patient 
shall receive their rewards in full, without reckoning. *" (39: 10) 


Sl Haat, ait Guat fy 


Now, let us proceed to know what Imam Al-Nawawi 
compiled in this topic.] 
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Allah 38 said: 


“O you who believe! Endure and be more patient (than your 
enemy), and guard your territory by stationing army units 
permanently at the places from where the enemy can attack 
you, and fear Allah, so that you may be successful. *” 
(3: 200) And 
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“And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, 

hunger, loss of wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad tidings 
to those who show steadfastness. *” (2: 155) And 


W oSh (8 1 yal Cyill 85 1G I gol Gail ee LG LED 
(+ +38) 
“Say (O Muhammad!) "O My slaves who believe (in the 
Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism)! Be afraid of your 
Lord (Allah) and keep your duty to Him. Good is (the reward) 
for those who do good in this world, and Allah's earth is 
spacious (so if you cannot worship Allah at a place, then go to 
another)! Only those who are patient shall receive their 
rewards in full, without reckoning, *” (39: 10) And 


(£r gost) Cool pe Od ah Ly Sits Se UP 
“And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives, that 


would truly be from the things recommended by Allah. *” 
(42: 43) And 


(laa ky ph al Gy‘ ylLall ay) Lal Ana's al Gals 
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“O you who believe! Seek help in patience and the prayer 
Truly! Allah is with those who show steadfastness. *” 
(2: 153) And 


phat’ Sie usa pd 2 Stat, 
“And surely, We shall try you until We test those who 
strive hard (for the Cause of Allah) and those who show 


steadfastness and We shall test your facts (i.e. the one who is 
a liar, and the one who is truthful). (47: 31) 


The verses are related to paticnce and its supremacy in the 
Noble Koran, are too many to enumerate. 
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26. Narrated Abu-Malek Al-Asha'ari: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 38 said: “Al Wodoo’ (the ablution) equals one half of 
faith. Praising Allah fills the pan on the scale. Glorifying and 
praising Allah fill what is between the heaven and the earth, The 
prayer is light. Giving in charity is a sign of belief. Showing 
patience is brightness. And the Koran is an argument for you or 
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against you. All people go out in the morning. Everybody sells 
himself: he either destroys it or saves it.” (At-Termizi ). 
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27, Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri g: ‘Some people of 
the Ansar asked for (something) from Allah's Messenger # 
and he gave it to them. They again asked him for (something) 
and he again gave it to them, And then again they asked him 
and he gave them again until all that he had was finished. And 
then he said: “If I had anything, I would not keep it away 
from you. (Remember) Whoever abstains from asking others, 
Allah will make him contented, and whoever tries to make 
himself self-sufficient, Allah will make him self-sufficient. 
‘And whoever shows patient, Allah will make him patient. 
Nobody can be given a blessing better and greater than 
patience.” (Bukhari). 
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28. Narrated Anas s: When the illness of the Prophet 3 
was aggravated, he became unconscious, whereupon Fatima 
said: “Oh, how severely my father suffers!” He said: “Your 
father will have no more distress after today.”” (Bukhari). 
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29, Narrated Osama ibn Zayd (may Allah be pleased with 
them): ‘The daughter of the Prophet ¥ sent (a courier) to the 
Prophet # requesting him to come as her child was dying (or 
was gasping), but the Prophet % returned the messenger and 
told him to convey his greetings to her. He said: “Whatever 
Allah takes is for Him and whatever He gives is for Him, and 
everything with Him has a limited fixed term (in this world) and 
so she should be patient and hope for Allah's Reward.” She 
again sent for him, insisting that he should come. The Prophet # 
got up and so did Sa'ad ibn Obada, Mo'az ibn Jabal, Obayy ibn 
Ka'ab, Zayd ibn Thabit, and some other men. The child was 
brought to Allah's Messenger # while he was out of breath (the 
sub-natrator thinks that Osama added: ‘He was gasping as if it 
was a leather water-skin.”) At that the eyes of the Prophet 8 
started shedding tears. Sa'ad said: "O Allah's Messenger what is 
this?” He replied: “It is merey which Allah has lodged in the 
heart of His slaves, and Allah is Merciful only to those of His 
servants who are merciful (to others).”” (Bukhari). 
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30. Narrated Anas ibn Malck és: ‘The Prophet 3 passed 
by a woman who was weeping beside a grave. He told her to 
fear Allah and to be patient. She did not recognize him and 
said to him: "Go away, for you have not been afflicted with a 
calamity like mine.”. When she was informed that he was the 
Prophet 3s, she went to his house and there she did not find 
any guard. She said to him: "I did not recognize you.” He 
said: “Verily, patience should be shown at the first stroke of a 
calamity.” (Bukhari). 
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31, Narrated Abu-Hurairass: ‘Allah's Messenger % said: 
“Allah says, 'I have nothing to give but Paradise as a reward 
to my slave, a true believer of Islamic Monotheism who, if I 
cause his dear friend (or relative) to die, remains patient (and 
hopes for Allah's Reward). (Bukhari) 
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32. A'isha, the wife of the Prophet # said: *I asked Allah's 
Messenger % about the plague. He told me that it was a 
punishment sent by Allah on whom he wished, and Allah had 
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made it a source of mercy for the believers. For if one, at the 
time of its spreading, stays in (the afflicted) country patiently 
hoping for Allah's Reward, and believing that nothing will 
befall him except what Allah has preordained for him, he will 
get a reward similar to that of a martyt.”” (Bukhari). 
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33. Narrated Ata ibn Abi-Rabah .&: ‘Ibn Abbas (may 
Allah be pleased with them) said to me: "Shall I show you a 
woman of the people of paradise?” I said: “Yes.” He said: 
"This black lady came to the Prophet 4 and said: 'T get attacks 
of epilepsy and my body becomes uncovered. Please invoke 
Allah for me.’ The Prophet 38 said (to her): "If you wish, be 
patient and you will have (enter) Paradise, but if you wish, I 
will invoke Allah to cure you.’ She said: I will remain 
patient,’ and she added: ‘but I become uncovered, so please 
invoke Allah for me that I not be uncovered.’ So he invoked 
Allah for her.”” (Bukhari). 
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34. Narrated Ibn Mas'oud: ‘It seems as if I am looking at 
the Prophet 3 talking about one of the prophets whose people 
had beaten him and caused him to bleed. While he was 
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cleaning the blood off his face he was saying: “O Allah! 
Forgive my people, for they have no knowledge.”” (Bukhari). 
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35, Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri .& and Abu-Huraira 
(may Allah be pleased with them): ‘The Prophet 3 said: “No 
fatiguc, no disease, no sorrow, no sadness, no hurt, no distress 
befalls a Muslim, even if it were the prick he receives froma 


thom, but that Allah expiates some of his sins for it.” 
(Bukhari). 
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36. Narrated Ibn Mas'oud: ‘I visited Allah's Messenger 3 
while he was suffering from a high fever. I said: "O Allah's 
Messenger! You have a high fever.” He said: "Yes, I have as 
much fever as two men of you." I said: "Is it because you will 
have a double reward?” He said: "Yes, it is so. No Muslim is 
afflicted with any harm, even if it is the prick of a thorn, but 
that Allah expiates his sins because of it, as a tree sheds its 
leaves."” (Bukhari). 


CR Ay al oS Gi) BS a gh UE UE ae Bh ol OE 


gS oly (a Lanel 
121 


Riyaachos-Szaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People) 
(Abridged) 


37, Narrated Abu-Huraira igs: ‘Allah's Messenger 3s 
said: “If Allah wants to do good to somebody, He afflicts him 
with trials.” (Bukhari). 
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38, Narrated Anas ibn Malek 4: ‘The Prophet 3% said: 
“None of you should wish for death when a calamity befalls 
him. If he were to do so, let him say: ‘O Allah! Keep me 
alive as long as life is better for me, and let me die if death is 
better for me."”” (Bukhari). 
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39, Narrated Khabbab ibn Al-Aratt -#: “We complained to 
Allah's Messenger 3% of the persecution (inflicted on us by the 
infidels) while he was sitting in the shade of the Ka'aba 
leaning over his Bord (i.c. covering sheet). We said to him 
"Would you seek help from Allah 3 for us? Would you pray 
to Allah for us?” He said: “Of the nations before you a 


(believing) man would be put in a ditch that was dug for him, 
and a saw would be put over his head and he would be cut into 
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two pieces, and yet that (torture) would not make him give up 
his religion. His body would be combed with iron combs that 
would remove his flesh from the bones or nerves, yet that would 
not make him abandon his religion. By Allah, this religion (i.e. 
Islam) will prevail until a traveler from Sana’a (in Yemen) to 
Hadhramawt will fear none but Allah, or a wolf as regards his 
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40. Narrated Abdullah: ‘On the day (of the battle) of 
Honayn, Allah's Messenger 3s favored some people in the 
distribution of booty (to the exclusion of others). He gave Al- 
Aqra'a ibn Habis one hundred camels and he gave Oyayna the 
same number. He gave to some of the eminent Arabs, giving 
them preference in this regard. Then a person came and said: 
By Allah, in this division justice has not been observed, nor 
has Allah's Pleasure been aimed at.” [ said (to him): “By 
Allah, I will inform (the Prophet 3) of what you have said.” 
I went and informed the Prophet 3s. The Prophet 38 said: “If 
Allah and His Messenger did not act justly, who else would 
act justly. May Allah be Merciful to Moses, for he was 
harmed with more than this, yet he kept patient.”” (Bukhari). 
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41. Narrated Anas: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4 said: “If 
Allah willed good for His servant, He would punish him for 
his sins during the span of his life. And if He willed 
otherwise, He would withhold punishment until He afflicts it 
on him on the Day of Judgment.” (At-Termizi ). 


42. Narrated Solayman ibn Sorad 4 : ‘While I was sitting 
in the company of the Prophet #% two men were insulting 
each other and the face of one of them became red with anger, 
and his jugular vein swelled (i.e. he became furious). At that 
the Prophet # said: “I know a word that if he said it, he would 
be relaxed. If he says A’uzu Billahi Minash-Shaitan (I seek 
refuge with Allah from Satan), his anger will be driven 
away.” Somebody said to him: "The Prophet 38 has said that 
you should seek refuge with Allah from Satan.”The angry 
man said: “Am I mad?” (Bukhari) 
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43. Narrated Mo'az ibn Anas: “The Prophet & said: “He who 
suppressed his anger while he is able to affect it, Allah 3 would 
call him before all creatures and let him choose whomever he 
would like of the damsels of Paradise.” (At-Termizi ) 
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44, Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
said: “Affliction still visits the believing man and woman in 


their sons and properties until they meet Allah s& sinless.”” 
(At-Termizi ) 
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45. Narrated Ibn Mas'oud #: ‘The Prophet # said: "Soon 
others will be preferred to you, and there will be things which 
you will not like.” The companions of the Prophet 8 asked: "O 
‘Allah's Messenger! What do you order us to do (in this case)?” 


He said: "(I order you) to give the rights you are required to give 
and to ask Allah 38 for what is due to you.”” (Bukhari) 
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46, Narrated Osayd ibn Hodhayr: ‘A man from Al-Ansar 
(the Supporters) said: “O Allah's Messenger! Will you 
appoint me as you have appointed so and so?” The Prophet % 
said: “After me you will sce others given preference to you. 
So, be patient until you mect me at Al-Hawdh (the Fountain 
given to the Prophet 38 on the Day of Judgment ie. Al- 
Kawthar).”” (Bukhari) 
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47, Narrated Abdullah ibn Abu-Awfa (may Allah be 
pleased with them): ‘Once Allah's Messenger #8 during some 
of his holy battles waited until the sun had declined and then 
he stood up among the people and said: “O people! Do not 
wish to face the enemy (in a battle) and ask Allah to save you 
from calamities, but if you should face the enemy and be 
patient and I let it be known to you that Paradise is under the 
shades of swords.” He then said: “O Allah! The Revealer of 
the (Holy) Book, the Mover of the clouds, and Defeater of Al- 
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Ahzab (i.e. the confederation of infidels), defeat them (the 
infidels) and bestow victory upon us.”” (Bukhari).- 


Guall oh — 
Chapter (4) 
Truthfulness 
[Imam Abu-Hamid Al-Ghazali talked in detail about this 
topic. Below is a quotation from what he said on this subject, 


taken from Thya'a Ulum Al-Din, (Revival of the Religious 
Sciences)’, 


‘Al-Ghazali said: 
“Excellence of Truthfulness’ 
Allah 3 says: 
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“(Among the Believers are) men who have been true to 
their covenant with Allah...*” (33: 23) 
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Narrated Abdullah: ‘The Prophet 3 said: “Truthfulness 
leads to righteousness, and righteousness leads to Paradise, 
And a man keeps on telling the truth until he becomes a 
truthful person. Falsehood leads to wickedness, and 


wickedness leads to the Hellfire. And a man may keep on 
telling lies until he is written with Allah as a liar.” 


It is enough that the Prophets (peace be upon them) were 
described as truthful people. Allah 3% says: 
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“(Also) mention in the Book® (the story of) Abraham. He 
was aman of truth, a Prophet. *"(19: 41) And 
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“Also mention in the Book (the story of) Ismae'el. He was 
(trictly) true to what he promised, and he was a Messenger 
and a Prophet *” (19: 54) And 

(ota) Cbs tine 5 iy ty) AES Ya Si 


“Also mention in the Book the case of Idrees. He was a 
man of truth (and sincerity), and a Prophet. *” (19: 56) 


° The Noble Koran, 
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Tbn Abbas said: “Whoever has the following four qualities has 
attained prosperity: truthfulness, modesty, good character, 
and shows gratefulness.” 


Bishr ibn Al-Hareth said: “Whoever treats Allah truthfully 
feels rest from people.” 

Abu Abdul-IImran Al-Ramli said: ‘I saw Mansour Al 
Dinouri in a dream and asked him: "How has Allah judged 
you?"He said: "He forgave me, He poured His mercy on me, 
and gave me what I had hoped for.” I said: “What is the best 
deed a servant could offer?” He said: "Truthfulness and the 
ugliest thing is lying.” 


Abu-Solayman said: ‘Let truthfulness be your riding 
animal, truth be your sword, and Allah & be the dearest end.’ 


A man said to a wise man: ‘I have never seen a truthful 
person.’ He said: ‘Had you been truthful, you would have 
known the truthful.” 


Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Kinani said: (We found the 
religion of Allah s& built on three pillars: righteousness, 
truthfulness, and justice. Right is obligatory on the limbs. 
Truthfulness is obligatory on reason. Justice is obligatory on 
the hearts.” 
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Commenting on the following statement, Al-Thawri said: 

‘Those who claimed love of Allah 38 while they were not 

truthful. The verse says: “On the Day of Judgment you will 

sec those who told lies against Allah; their faces will be 
turned black...*” (39: 60) 
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It was said: ‘Three qualities guarantee salvation and each 
one of them completes the other: pure Islam (ie. that is the 
religion free of innovation and whims), truthfulness in doing 
deeds, and lawful earning.” 


It was said to Sahl: ‘What is the foundation of this matter 
of ours?’ He said: ‘Truthfulness, mercy, and bravery.’ It was 
said to him: ‘What else?’ He said: ‘Piety, modesty, and lawful 
earning.” 
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Commenting on the following statement, Al-Jonayd said: 
‘Those who are truthful with their own souls will be asked 
about their truthfulness with their Lord. And this is 
dangerous.’ The verse says: “That (Allah) may reckon the 
custodians of truth concerning the truth they (were charged 
with)...*” (33: 8) 


Nature, Meaning, and Degrees of Truthfulness 


Kindly, be informed that truthfulness is used to express 
six meanings: truthfulness in utterance, truthfulness in 
intention and will, truthfulness in determination, truthfulness 
in fulfillment of covenants, truthfulness in work, and 
truthfulness in fulfillment of religious affairs. Whoever 
behaves in a truthful manner regarding these six affairs is 
truthful. They have various ranks. He that has one type of 
truthfulness that we have mentioned, he is truthful, in addition 
to what he has of truthfulness besides these six types. 


The First Type of Truthfulness: 


The first type of truthfulness comprises truthfulness in 
utterance, i.e. what is related to information. Such type is 
related either to the past or the future. This type comprises 


130 


Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People) 
(Abridged) 


fulfilling or not fulfilling promises. It is incumbent on every 
servant to preserve his tongue by speaking only the truth. This 
is the most apparent type of truthfulness. Thus, he that kept 
his tongue from telling what contradicts reality is truthful 


The Second Type of Truthfulness: 


The second type of truthfulness comprises truthfulness in 
intention and will. This is attributed to sincerity, i.e. to have 
no objective for activity and inactivity except for Allah’s 
sake. If part of the soul interpolates the intention, this renders 
truthfulness null and void. He who does this is called a liar, as 
we explained when discussing the virtue of sincerity. When 
the knowledgeable one will be asked about what he has done 
t he has learnt. He will answer: ‘I have done such 
and such.’ It will be said to him: “You have told lies. You 
have done this in order that people would say: ‘So and so is 
knowledgeable.” Such a person is described as a liar in his 
intention and will. It was said: ‘Truthfulness is to have pure 
intention.” Allah 8 says 
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and Allah bears witness that the hypocrites are indeed 
liars. *” (63: 1) 

In the above verse, Allah && divulges what the hypocrites 
conceal in their hearts. Thus, we infer that one of the 


meanings of truthfulness is sincerity of intention. Thus every 
truthful person should be sincere. 


The Third Type of Truthfulness: 


The third type of truthfulness comprises truthfulness in 
determination, because determination usually _ precedes 
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actions. An example of this is one’s saying: ‘If Allah 3& 
provides me with wealth, [ will give it in charity. If I meet an 
enemy of Allah 3& I will fight him, caring for nothing even if 
I would be killed. If Allah 3 gives me authority, I will 
establish justice in earth and [ will not deal unjustly with 
anyone. Such a determination would be created in his heart or 
there would be some deviation or weakness contradicting 
truthfulness in intention. Truthfulness in this case means 
perfection and strength. As it is said: such and such sick 
person has a lying lust if his lust was weak or has no strong 
cause.’ Thus, truthfulness, in some cases, refers to this 
meaning. The truthful person is he whose intention in doing 
goodness has such perfect strength that it has neither 
weakness nor hesitation. 


His soul determines to do goodness earnestly all the time. 
‘An example of this is Omar’s saying: ‘It is better for me to 
proceed and my neck gets smitten, than to be an leader of a 
people who has Abu-Bakr amongst them.’ In this saying, we 
sce that Omar has determined carnestly and truthfully not to 
be the leader of a people among whom Abu-Bakr «& was. He 
confirmed what he has said by mentioning that it would be 
better for him to be killed. 


The Fourth Type of Truthfulness: 
The fourth type of truthfulness comprises truthfulness in 
fulfilling intentions, because the soul gives promises easily 
without any hardship, but when incidents take place and the 
emotions are stirred, determination retreats, and the result is 
not attained. This contradicts truthfulness. Allah 3% says: 
BBN A fale Ue Ne UR) Gaagall Ge 
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“(Among the believers are) men who have been true to 
their covenant with Allah...*” (33: 23) 
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Narrated Anas ibn Malek : ‘My uncle Anas ibn Al- 
Nadhr was absent from the battle of Badr. He said: “O 
Messenger of Allah! 1 was absent from the first battle you 
fought against the polytheists. By Allah, if Allah gives me a 


chance to fight the polytheists, no doubt, Allah will see how 
(bravely) I will fight.” On the day of Unud when the Muslims 
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turned their backs and fled, he (the Messenger of Allah 38) 
said: “O Allah! I apologize to You for what these (i.e. his 
companions) have done, and | denounce what these (the 
polytheists) have done.” Then he advanced and Sa'ad ibn 
Mo'az met him. He said: "O Sa'ad ibn Mo'az! By the Lord of 
Al-Nadhr, Paradise! | smell its aroma coming from before 
(the mountain of) Uhud.” Later on Sa'ad said: "O Messenger 
of Allah! J cannot achieve or do what he (i.e. Anas ibn Al- 
Nadhr) did. We found more than eighty wounds from swords 
and arrows in his body. We found him dead and his body was 
mutilated so badly that none except his sister could recognize 
him by his fingers. We used to think that the following Verse 
was revealed conceming him and other men of his sort: 
“(Among the believers are) men who have been true to their 
covenant with Allah... *” (33: 23) 


The Messenger of Allah 2 stood before Mosa'ab ibn 
Omair when he was martyred on the day of Uhud and said: 
“Among the believers are men who have been true to their 
covenants with Allah. Of them some have completed their 
vow (to the extreme), and some (still) wait...*” (33: 23) 
Mosa'ab was a commander with a banner 
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Narrated Fodhala ibn Obaid: ‘I heard Omar ibn Al 
Khattab saying: "There are four martyrs: a believer who has a 
perfect faith who, when confronted the enemy, showed 
truthfulness to Allah and was killed. This is the man at whom 
people will raise their eyes like this for on the Day of 
Judgment. (The narrator said: ‘He raised his eyes until his 
helmet fell.” He was not sure whether the helmet of Omar 
4s or of the helmet of the Prophet 3 fell). And a believer who 
has a perfect faith confronted the enemy in a cowardly 
manner until an aimless arrow hit him and killed him. He is in 
the second level. And a believer who has mixed a good deed 
with an evil one and then confronted the enemy and showed 
truthfulness to Allah and was killed. He is in the third level. 
And a believer who transgressed the limits and confronted the 
enemy and he showed truthfulness to Allah and was killed. 
He is in the fourth level.” 


Commenting on the following statement, Mojahid said 
“Two men came out to some people while they were sitting 
and said: ‘If Allah && provided us with wealth, we would give 
it in charity, but they did not do. So, Allah 3& revealed the 
following ver 
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“Amongst them are men who made a covenant with Allah, 
that if He bestowed on them of His bounty, they would give 
(largely) in charity, and be truly amongst those who are 
righteous. * But when He did bestow of His bounty, they 
became covetous, and tumed back (from their covenant), 
averse (to fulfilling it). * So He put, as a consequence, 
hypocrisy into their hearts, (to last) until the Day whereon 
they shall meet Him, because they broke their covenant with 
Allah, and because they lied (again and again). *” (9: 75-77) 


Thus, the Noble Koran considers a mere intention as a 
covenant. It considers the fulfillment of it as truthfulness and 
the non fulfillment of it as lying. This type of truthfulness is 
harder than the third one. For, people may intend to do 
something, but they fail to fulfill it because their emotions 
overcome them or fulfillment becomes hard for them. For this 
reason when Omar said: ‘It is better for me to proceed and 
my neck be smitten than to be a leader of people among 
whom is Abu-Bakr .’ Then Omar made an exception and 
said; ‘Except if my soul incites me to another thing that I do 
not find now, and hence fulfillment becomes hard for me,” 
referring to the difficulty of fulfillment of the intention, 


The Fifth Type of Truthfulness: 


The fifth type of truthfulness comprises truthfulness in 
deeds. This means that a man spares no effort to show the 
truthfulness of his inner feelings, by compelling the inner 
feelings to be in harmony with the physical actions, and not 
through abandonment of deeds. This contradicts what we 
have mentioned about abandonment of showing off, because 
he who dissembles is he who so intends. 


How many worshippers standing in humility in the prayer, 
not intending to show off, but his heart is heedless of his 
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prayer, Physically, he is standing before the hands of Allah 3 
while he is wandering in the market or in his personal desires. 
These deeds show a difference from the inner feelings. 
Another example is that one may walk in tranquility while he 
is not feeling this inside. This person is untruthful in his 
deeds, even if he does not pay attention to people’s responses 
or is intending to show off. One is not rescued from this 
except through purity of intention and physical deeds. In 
other words his inner feelings should be better than his 
physical deeds. 


Thus, when the physical deeds contradict the inner 
feelings, this is called showing off, and this removes 
sincerity, If a contradiction was not intended, it removes 
truthfulness. 


Yazeed ibn Al-Hareth said: “If the inner feelings and the 
physical deeds of the servant are equal, this is justice. If the 
inner feelings are better, this is virtuous. And if the physical 
deeds are better than the inner feelings, this is injustice.” 


Mulaweya ibn Qorra said: ‘Who can show me someone 
weeping profusely by night who is smiling by day?” 


Abdul-Wahed ibn Zayd said: ‘Whenever Al-Hasan 
ordered anything, he was the one who did it persistently. And 
when he prohibited anything, he was the farthest one from it 
T could not see any one whose physical deeds and inner 
feelings were equal, except him.” 


Abu- Abdul-Rahman Al-Zahed said: ‘My God! I used to 
treat with people honestly and I used to treat You 
dishonestly”’ He used to weep profusely. 


Abu-Ya'agoub said: ‘Truthfulness is harmony with the 
truth publicly and privately.’ 
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Thus, equality between inner feelings and physical deeds 
is a type of truthfulness. 


The Sixth Type of Truthfulness: 


The sixth type of truthfulness is the highest degree of 
truthfulness. It comprises truthfulness in religious affairs, like 
truthfulness in fear, hope, glorification, asceticism, 
contentment, putting one’s trust in Allah, love, and other 
matters. These matters have evident effects, ends, and 
natures. He that attained their natures has prospered. If one 
shows truthfulness in some affair, he is called truthful, as it 
said: ‘So and so is truthful in fighting,’ or ‘This is a truthful 
fear,’ or This is a truthful emotion.’ Allah 38 says: 
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“Only those are believers who have believed in Allah and 
His Messenger, and have never since doubted, but have 


striven with their belongings and their persons in the cause of 
Allah. Such are the sincere ones.” (49: 15) And 
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“It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards 
East or West, but it is righteousness to believe in Allah, and 
the Last Day, and the Angels, and the Books, and the 
Messengers; to spend of your substance, out of love for Him, 
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on your kin, on the orphans, on the needy, on the wayfarer, on 
those who ask, and on the ransom of slaves; to be steadfast in 
prayer; and practice regular charity,; to fulfill the contracis 
that you have made; and to be firm and patient, in pain (or 
suffering) and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic 
Such are the people of truth, the God-fearing, *” (2: 177) 


The degrees of truthfulness’ are limitless and a servant 
may be truthful in some affairs and untruthful in others. If he 
is truthful in all affairs, he is called Siddeeq (an extremely 
truthful one). Sa'ad ibn Mo'az said: ‘I am strong in three 
affairs and weak in the rest. I have never performed a prayer 
inadvertently since I reverted to Islam. I have not escort a 
funeral except that I preoccupied my soul in anything except 
what it would say or except what would be said to it until its 
burial was completed. And I have never heard any utterance 
of the Prophet except that i believed that it was true.” 
Sa'eed ibn Al-Mosayyib said: "We have not heard that anyone 
but the Prophet 3 possessed this combination of qualities.’ 


Now, let us consider what Imam AnONawawi said 
about this subject.] 
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Allah & said: 


“O you who believe! Be afraid of Allah, and be with 
those who are true (in words and deeds). *” (9: 119) And 
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“Verily, the Muslims (those who submit to Allah in Islam) 
men and women, the believing men and women (who believe 
in Islamic Monotheism), the men and the women who are 
obedient (to Allah), the men and women who are truthful (in 
their speech and deeds), the men and the women who are 
patient (in performing all the duties that Allah has ordered 
and in abstaining from what Allah has forbidden), the men 
and the women who are humble (before their Lord - Allah), 
the men and the women who give zakat, the men and the 
women who observe fasting (the obligatory fasting during the 
month of Ramadhan, and the optional fasting), the men and 
the women who guard their chastity (from illegal sexual acts), 
and the men and the women who remember Allah much with 
their hearts and tongues, Allah has prepared for them 
forgiveness and a great reward (Paradise). *” (33: 35) And 


(ils ost ah deh oan oe aia UL es} 
(1) aoe) 

“Obedience (to Allah) and good words (were better for 
them). And when the matter (preparation for Jihad) is 


resolved upon, if they had been true to Allah then, it would 
have been better for them. *” (47:21) 
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As to the Hadiths: 


48. Narrated Abdullah g: ‘The Prophet 3 said: 
“Truthfulness leads to righteousness. Righteousness leads to 
Paradise. And a man keeps on telling the truth until he 
becomes an extremely truthful person, FalseHud leads to 
wickedness. Wickedness leads to the Hellfire, and a man may 
keep on telling lies until he is written before Allah as a liar.” 
(Bukhari) 
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49. Heracles said: 'What does he order you to do?" I (Abu- 
Sofyan) said: 'He tells us to worship Allah Alone, and not to 
worship anything along with Him, and to renounce all that 
our ancestors had said. He orders us to pray, to speak the 
truth, to be chaste and to keep good relations with our kith 
and kin’..." 
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* This is a part of a very long Hadith about the questions of 
Heracles to Abu-Sofyan, before his reversion to Islam. 
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50. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Prophet % said: “A 
prophet amongst the prophets carried out a holy military 
expedition, so he said to his followers: "Anyone who has 
married a woman and wants to consummate the marriage, and 
has not done so yet, should not accompany me; nor should a 
man who has built a house but has not completed its roof; nor 
a man who has sheep or camels and is waiting for the birth of 
their young ones.’ So the prophet went out on the expedition 
and when he reached the town at the time, or nearly at the 
time, of Al-asr Prayer, he said to the sun: “O sun! You are 
under Allah's Order and I am under Allah's Order. O Allah! 
Stop it (i.e. the sun) from setting.’ It was stopped until Allah 
made him victorious. Then he collected the booty and lit a 
fire to burn it, but it did not burn it. He said (to his men): 
’Some of you have stolen something from the booty; so one 
man from every tribe should give me a vow by shaking hands 
with me.’ (They so did and (the hand of a man) got stuck in 
the hand of their prophet. Then that prophet said (to the man): 
“The theft has been committed by your people; so all the 
people of your tribe should give me a vow by shaking hands 
with me.’ The hands of two or three men got stuck in the hand 
of their prophet and he said: °You have committed the theft.” 
Then they brought a head of gold, like the head of a cow, and 
put it there, and the fire came and consumed the booty.” The 
Prophet # (Muhammad) added: “Then Allah saw our 
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weakness and disability, so He made booty legal for us.” 
(Bukhari) 


AB Sey pe ob pS BL) A De th iy Cine of UG Qual 


Hus ae gl USA Gh IL, yee ob all sie'y ile Gh 
ght Dl abd Se (Sh gle Lal, Gea te Ge 
] AL as Sealy (pailath Up hy pa ey BB GT Sa 
BO a i oh Bl Ua 8 SE SLY EDI 
a 3 Fy A ae NS Bad TM By OSL 
cote i Lan. gh Gf II IY SAN Ale ysis co's) Le iy el Oy 
vshe sll ® LN 8 dl be ig NSA I Ga 

51. Narrated Ibn Omar; ‘T heard the Messenger of Allah 38 
saying: “Both the seller and the buyer have the free choice 


either to terminate or abrogate the deal, as long as they did 
not part or resolutely choose'®.” (At-Termizi) 


The narrator said; ‘Whenever Ibn Omar has finalized a 
deal while he is sitting on a chair, he used to stand up then so 
as to indicate that he effected it 


Abu-Issa said: ‘The Hadith of Abu-Sae'ed is Hasan 
Saheeh, and some people of knowledge of the Prophet's 


“If a seller said to a buyer: 'I have sold such and such to you,” he 
has the free choice to wthdraw his offer as long as the buyer has 
not accepted, The same applies to the buyer. 
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companions and others act on it. This is the opinion of Al- 
Shafe'e, Ahmed, and Ishaq. They considered the physical 
parting not the verbal one. Some others interpreted the words 
©) 1G (as long as they did not part) as referring to the 
verbal parting, But, the first opinion is sounder, because Ibn 
Omar who narrated the Hadith and the most knowledgeable 
of its meaning used to stand up or go out, ic. make a physical 
parting. 


4a pt che 


Chapter (5) 
Al-Moraqaba (Momentary Self-Accountability) 
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Allah 38 said: 


“(Allah && is He) Who sees you (O Muhammad) when 
you stand up (alone at night for Tahajjod prayers) * And your 
movements among those who fall prostrate (to Allah in the 
five compulsory congregational prayers). *” (26: 218-219) 
And 
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“(It is Allah 38) Who created the heavens and the earth in 

six days and then He rose over the Throne (in a manner that 


suits His Majesty). He knows what goes into the earth and 
what comes forth from it, and what descends from the heaven 
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and what ascends thereto. And He is with you (by His 
Knowledge) wherever you may be. And Allah is the All-Seer 
of what you do. *” (57: 4) And 
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“Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the hearts 
conceal. *” (40: 19) 


As to the Hadiths: 


52. Narrated Abu-Zarr: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3% said 
to me: “Fear Allah wherever you are. Follow an evil deed 
with a good one to abolish it. And treat people kindly.” 
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53. Narrated Ibn Abbas: ‘One day I was riding behind the 
Messenger 3 and he said: “O boy! If you ask, ask Allah. If you 
seek help, seek it from Allah. And be informed that had the 
whole Umma (creation) gathered together to benefit you in 
anything, they will not benefit you in anything except that which 
Allah had preordained for you. And if they had gathered 
together to harm you in anything, they will not harm you in 
anything except that which Allah has preordained for you. The pen 
has been raised and the records have been folded.” (AtTermizi ). 
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54, Narrated Abu-Huraira ti: ‘The Prophet % said: “Allah 
has a sense of jealousy, and Allah's sense of jealousy is 


provoked when a believer does something which Allah has 
prohibited.’ (Bukhari). 
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55. Abu-Huraira said that he heard Allah's Messenger 
saying: “Allah wanted to test three men from the Israelites, 
the were a leper, a blind man and a bald headed man. So, he 
sent them an angel who came to the leper and said: “What is 
it that you like most?’ He replied: "Good color and good skin, 
for the people have a strong aversion to me.” The angel 
touched him and his illness was cured, and he was given a 
good color and beautiful skin. The angel asked him: “What 
possessions do you like best?” He replied: “Camels.” So he 
was given a pregnant camel, and the angel said (to him): 
“May Allah bless you in it.” 
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The angel then went to the baldheaded man and said: “What 
ig it that you like most?” He said: "I like good hair and wish 
to be cured of this discase, for the people feel repulsion for 
me.” The angel touched him and his illness was cured, and he 
was given good hair. The angel asked (him): “What types of 
possessions do you like best?” He replied: "Cows.” The angel 
gave him a pregnant cow and said: “May Allah bless you in it.” 


The angel went to the blind man and asked: “What is it 
that you like best?” He said: "(J like) that Allah may restore 
my eyesight to me so that I may see people.” The angel 
touched his eyes and Allah gave him back his eyesight. The 
angel asked him: “What possessions do you like best?” He 
replied: "Sheep.” The angel gave him a pregnant ewe. 


Afterwards, all the three pregnant animals gave birth to 
young ones, and muliplied and brought forth so many that 
one of the men had a herd of camels filling a valley, one had a 
herd of cows filling a valley, and one had a flock of sheep 
filling a valley. 


Then the angel, disguised in the shape and appearance of a 
leper, went to the leper and said: “I am a poor man, who has 
lost all means of livelihood while on a joumey. So none will 
satisfy my needs except Allah and then you. In the Name of 
Him Who has given you such a nice color and beautiful skin, 
and so much property, I ask you to give me a camel so that I 
may reach my destination.” The man replied: "I have many 
obligations (so I cannot give you).” The angel said: “I think I 
know you. Were you not a leper to whom the people had a 
strong aversion? Weren't you a poor man, and then Allah 
gave you (all this property)?” He replied:”"(That is all wrong), 
T got this property through inheritance from my fore-fathers.” 
The angel said: “If you are telling a lie, then let Allah make 
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you as you were before.” Then the angel, disguised in the 
shape and appearance of a bald man, went to the bald man 
and said to him the same as he told the first one. The man too 
answered the same as the first one had. The angel said: “If you 
are telling a lie, then let Allah make you as you were before.” 


The angel, disguised in the shape of a blind man, went to 
the blind man and said: “I am a poor man and a traveler, 
whose means of livelihood have been exhausted while on the 
journey. I have nobody to help me except Allah, and after 
Him, you. I ask you in the Name of Him Who gave you back 
your eyesight to give me a ewe, so that with its help, I may 
complete my journey.” The man said: "It is true, I was blind 
and Allah gave me back my eyesight; I was poor and AllalY 
made me rich; so take anything you wish from my property. 
By Allah, I will not stop you taking anything (you need) from 
my property that you may take for Allah's sake.” The angel 
replied: “Keep your property with you. You have been tested 
and Allah is pleased with you and is angry with your two 
companions.” (Bukhari 
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56, Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘Allah's Messenger 38 seid: "It 
is a part of a man's good observance of Islam is that he leaves 
the things that do not concern him."” (At-Tirmizi). 
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Chapter (6) 
About Piety or Spirituality 


[Imam Abu-Hamed Al-Ghazali talked in detail about this 
topic. Below is a quotation from what he said on this topic 
taken from ‘Ihya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious 
Sciences)" 


The four Ranks of Devoutness and their Signs 


As to the First Rank, this is the devoutness of the just 
people. It means refraining from doing forbidden deeds that 
are categorized as absolutely unlawful. A person who 
commits any of these acts is called rebellious or disobedient. 


The Second Rank comprises doubtful matters whose 
shunning is desirable, but not obligatory. For, the acts it is 
obligatory to shun are categorized as unlawful prohibitions. 
As to refraining from the doubtful matters whose shunning is 
disliked, this is the devoutness of the punctilious. An example 
of this is refraining from hunting incase the game had escaped 
from another hunter. This is a form of suspicion. As to the 
doubtful matiers. whose shunning is desirable but not 
obligatory, they include what the Messenger of Allah 3% 
referred to in his Hadith: 


Narrated Hassan ibn Abu-Sinan: ‘The Messenger of Allah 
% said: “refrain from doing any action about which you have 
doubts and do only the things you have no doubis about.” We 
consider this forbiddance as a recommended prohibition. 
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It is narrated that Ibn Sireen left four thousand Dirhams to 
a partner because deep within he felt uneasy about them. 
However, scholars think that there is no harm in such matters, 
Thus, every affair that casts doubts in the heart of the Muslim, 
is judged according to this ruling. 


As lo the Third Rank, this is the devoutness of the pious 
people. This is confirmed by the following Hadith of the 
Messenger of Allah 38: “The servant does not attain the rank 
of the pious until he gives up a plainly lawful affair lest he 
should commit a doubtful affair.” 


Omar 4 said: ‘We used to leave nine tenths of the 
lawful affairs lest we should do an unlawful affair.’ 


When Al-Hasan was a child he took a date from the dates 
that had been given in charity, the Prophet 4% said to him: 
“Leave it.! Leave it!” 


Someone who was attending a righteous person at the time 
of his death rattle said that the man asked the attendants to 
turn the lantern off because the fuel had become the property 
of his heirs. 


Reftaining from adorning oneself through fear that it 
should arouse pride in oneself is categorized as leaving a 
plainly lawful affair lest it should lead to a doubtful affair, as 
adorning oneself is lawful. It is known that most of the 
permissible affairs are liable to lead to forbidden ones. An 
example of this is filling one’s stomach (especially that of a 
bachelor) with lawful food and drink, because this stirs sexual 
desire. Lust leads to thinking, thinking leads to gazing, and 
gazing leads to evil behavior. Another example is looking at 
the rich people’s decorated houses. This is permissible, but it 
stirs in man covetousness to own the like of them. Such a 
desire may lead to earning money unlawfully. 
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The same applies io the permissible affairs if one does not 
behave moderately act cautiously, avoiding their harms, 
because this conduct is not risk-free. 


This applies, a fortiori, to any thing done lustfully. For this 
reason, the righteous predecessors disliked wearing thin 
clothes. They said that he whose clothes are thin, his religion 
is “thin.” They did so [i.c. avoided wearing thin clothes] out of 
fear lest the permissible affair should lead to an unlawful one. 


The human soul desires both the permissible and the 
impermissible in the same degree. If it becomes accustomed 
to [following its] lusts it becomes covetous. Thus devoutness 
entails leaving all of this. Thus, a Muslim is permitted to enjoy 
any lawful affair that does not comprise any actions that have 
been warned against. This is the third type of lawful affair. 


‘As to the Fourth Rank, it is the devoutness of the truthful. 
The lawful to them is anything that does not comprise an act 
of disobedience, leads to an act of disobedience, or something 
that one is not driven to by an imminent or fulure purpose. 
One enjoys it for Allah’s sake alone, to strengthen oneself to 
perform acis of worship, and to have good health to be able to 
do what pleases Allah 3. 


This is the rank of the monotheists who have discarded the 
desires of their own basic selves. They are the ones who do 
their deeds solely for Allah’s sake. This is why As-Seddeeq 
purposefully vomited milk (that was camed unlawfully by 
his slave), although he had drunken it without knowing that it 
was earned unlawfully, lest it he should gain strength from it. 
It was not obligatory on As-Seddeeq to vomit it, but 
removing illegally earned food from one’s stomach is the 
devoutness of the truthful. 
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In brief, devoutness has a starting point ie. refraining 
from what is forbidden by verdicts and this is the devoutness 
of the just people. Its end is the devoutness of the truthful ie. 
refraining from whatever is not done just for the sake of Allah 
38, that was taken lustfully, through disliked means, or what 
was related to a disliked affair, There are in-between degrees. 
The more sternly one reckons his soul, the lighter his load 
will be on the Day of Judgment, the more quickly his passing 
on as-Sirat will be, and the more probable that the pan of his 
good deeds will outweigh the one with his evil deeds 


The degrees in the Hereafter will differ proportionally to 
the degrees of devoutness, as the degrees in Hellfire will 
differ proportionally to the degrees of unlawful deeds that one 
committed. 


Knowing the reality about this, you have the choice. You 
have to be on guard as much as you possibly can, to be on the 
safest side. And peace be upon you.” 


Well, is time now to see what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled 
on this subject.] 
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Allah 38 said: 


“O you who believe! Fear Allah (by doing all that He has 
ordered and by abstaining from all that He has forbidden) as 
He should be feared. (Obey Him, be thankful to Him, and 
remember Him always), and die not except in a state of Islam. 
*” (3: 102) And 
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“So keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much as you 

can. Listen and obey, and spend in charity, for this is better 

for yourselves. And whosoever is saved from his own 

covetousness then they are the successful ones. *” (64: 16) 
And 
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“0 you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear 
Him, and (always) speak the truth. *” (33: 70) And 
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“Then when they (the wives you have irrevocably 
divorced) are about to attain their appointed term, either take 
them back in a good manner or part with them in a good 
manner. And take as witness two just persons from among 
you (Muslims) and establish the testimony for Allah. That 
‘will be an admonition given to him who believes in Allah and 
the Last Day. And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty 
to Him, He will make a way for him to get out (from every 
difficulty), * And He will provide him from (sources) that he 
could never imagine. And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, 
then Allah will suffice him. Verily, Allah will accomplish his 
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purpose. Indeed Allah has set a measure for all things. *” 
(65: 2-3) And 
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“O you who believe! If you obey and fear Allah, He will 

grant you a criterion (to judge between right and wrong), or a 

way for you to get out from every difficulty), and will expiate 


for you your sins, and forgive you. And Allah is the Owner of 
the Great Bounty. *” (8: 29) 


The verses ordering the believers to cling onto and adhere 
to piety are too many to count. As to the Hadiths: 
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57. Narrated Abu-Huraira és: ‘The people said: “O 
Allah's Messenger! Who is the most honorable amongst the 
people (with Allah)?” He said: “The most righteous amongst 
them.” They said: "We do not ask you about this.” He said 
“Then, Joseph, Allah's Prophet +8, the son of Allah's Prophet 
4, the son of Allah's Khaleel (Abraham)).” They said: “We 
do not want to ask about this.”: He said: “Then, you want to 
ask about the descent of the Arabs? Those who were the best 
in the pre-Islamic period of ignorance will be the best in 
Islam, provided they comprehend the religious knowledge.” 
(Bukhari) 
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58, Narrated Abu-Musa <:‘We were a group of Al- 
Asha'ari people who went to the Prophet 3% and asked him to 
give us something to ride on, but the Prophet 38 declined to do 
so. Then we asked him for a second time to give us something 
to ride on, but the Prophet 4¢ took an oath that he would not 
give us anything to ride on. After a while, some camels from 
the spoils of war were brought to the Prophet 4and he 
ordered that five camels be given to us. When we took those 
camels, we said: “We have made the Prophet 48 forget his 
oath, so we can never be successful after this.” So I went to 
the Prophet 4% and said: “O Allah's Messenger! You took an 
oath that you would not give us anything to ride, but you have 
given us these.” The Prophet # said: “Yes, for if I take an 
oath and later I see a better solution, then I act on the latter 
(and give the expiation for the oath).”” In another quotation it 
is said that the Prophet 38 expiated that oath. (Bukhari). 
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59, Narrated Abu-Omama: ‘I heard the Messenger of 
Allah # delivering the Khutba in Hajjatol Wada'a (the 
Farewell Pilgrimage). He said: “Fear Allah your Lord. 
Perform your five (obligatory) prayers, fast in the month of 
Ramadhan, pay zakat due on your properties, and obey Allah 
who is responsible for your affairs, and you will enter His 
Paradise.” (At-Termizi ), The narrator asked Abu-Omama: 
‘How old were you when you heard this statement?” He said: 
‘Twas thirty years old.’ 
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Chapter (7) 
About Certitude and Reliance’ 


[Imam Abu-Hamid Al-Ghazali talked in detail about this 
topic. Below is a quotation from what he said on this topic 
taken from ‘Ihya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious 
Sciences)’ 


Al-Tawakkol (putting one’s trust in Allah 8) consists of 
knowledge, adoption, and practice. Knowledge is its source 
and practice is its fruit. The scholars differ over its definition. 
Each one of them summarized his experience conceming it, 
so it is better not to quote what they have said, but let us 
explain the subject. 


Al-Tawakkol (putting one’s trust in Allah 3) is derived 
from a proxy. When someone authorizes another to work on his 
behalf, this is called Tawkeel. At-Tawakkol is putting one’s 
trust in «d:Sslthe authorized one, in whom one has no fear that 
he has any disabilities or flaws, so he puts his trust in him. 


Let us coin a similitude of one authorized to resolve a 
dispute. If one is falsely accused of having committed an act 
and authorized another person to confute that accusation, the 
authorizer should have complete conviction that the 
authorized person meets the following four conditions: he has 
extreme guidance, extreme power, extreme eloquence, and 
extreme tenderness. 


' Certitude and reliance mean that the believer should have an 
unshakable conviction that no one except Allah s& sustains all that 
exists and no action takes place except by His Will 
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As to extreme guidance, this is essential because it enables 
the authorized one to detect any trick or loophole. 


As to extreme power, this prompts him to declare the truth 
publicly without shyness, cowardice, or fear. For, he may 
uncover a fault but shyness, cowardice, or fear prevent him 
from declaring it. 


As to extreme eloquence, this enables him to translate 
what the heart has inferred and deduced without any shyness, 
cowardice, or fear. For not every one is able to declare the 
dilemma of fraud. 


As to extreme tenderness, this enables him to exert the due 
effort in this concern. For, more ability does not mean more 
effort if one does not care about the subject. If the authorizer 
doubts the presence of these four conditions or just one of 
them, he will not feel calm or tranquil about the authorized 
one, rather he will remain restless and disheartened searching 
for any means to compensate for the authorized one's deficit 
to overcome his accusers argument. Confidence in the 
abilities of the authorized one proportionally matches the 
authorizer’s conviction about him. 


The conviction and thoughts of people vary limitlessly. 
Hence, there is no wonder that confidence varies between 
weakness and strength until it reaches the highest degree as in 
the case of a son and his father as the authorizer and the 
authorized one respectively. In this case one quality becomes 
unquestioned and the same applies to other three conditions. 


If you followed that similitude, apply the analogy to 
putting one’s trust in Allah 3. If you had utter conviction in 
Allah’s Omnipotence, Omniscience, perfect tenderness, and 
that there is no one more Merciful than Him, your heart will 
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put its complete trust in Him. It will forsake any idea of your 
own power, knowledge, or ability. 


If you do not find that state in your heart, this can be 
attributed to two matters: weakness of conviction over one of 
these four elements or weakness of the heart due to erroneous 
impressions and cowardice overpowering it. 


Thus, putting one’s trust in Allah 3% does not occur except 
where there is of* strength of the heart and conviction 
combined. These two elements combined lead to tranquility 
and calmness of the heart. Thus, tranquility and conviction of 
the heart are two different things. How many situations are 
there where conviction exists without tranquility? 


Thus, you have understood the meaning of At-Tawakkol, 
now we will explain to you that Al-Tawakkol has three 
degrees of weakness and strength. 


The 


This degree comprises that we have mentioned, i.e. that 
the authorizer has absolute confidence in Allah 3% like the 
confidence an authorizer has in the authorized one, 


irst Degree: 


The Second Degree: 


This degree is stronger than the previous one. In this 
degree, the authorizer has confidence in Allah 3& like that of a 
child in his mother. He knows none but her. He resorts to 
none besides her. If he sees her, he is attached to her. If any 
trouble visits him, the first thing he utters is: “Mother!” She is 
his sole resort as he has put all his trust in her, in her 
guardianship, and in her tenderness. 


He whose trust and reliance is in Allah 38 is the similitude 


of the child’s relationship with his mother. The child puts 
trust in his mother. His reliance on his mother differs from the 
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Tawakkol, in that the child does not understand Al-Tawakkol. 
His only care is for the one upon whom he relies his mother. 
There is no place in his heart for other than his mother. The 
other has put his trust in Allah 3& but in the meantime he is 
obsessed by things other than the relied-upon One. 


Thus, he is liable to be distracted from Him, Sahl referred 
to this degree when he was asked about Al-Tawakkol: ‘What 
is its lowest degree?” He said: “The giving up of vain hopes.’ 
It was said: ‘What is its moderate degree?’ He said: ‘The giving 
up choice,” This refers to the second degree. When he was asked 
about its highest degree, he mentioned nothing, but he said: 
‘None knows it except he that has known its moderate degree.’ 


The Third Degree: 


The third degree is the highest one. Whenever one is 
before Allah 3 he becomes like a dead body in the hands of 
the person who washes it. There is no difference between 
them except that the living one in our simile is convinced that 
he is a dead body that is being moved by the Eternal Power as 
one washing the dead body does. It is this person who has 
realized that he is a result of Allah’s Ability, Will, 
Knowledge, and other Attributes 


There is another difference in the simile of the child 
While the child resorts to his mother, attaches to her, and 
walks behind her, he that puts his trust in Allah 38 knows well 
that even if he does not call, he is responded to and if he does 
not ask for milk, he is given it abundantly. 


If you say: ‘Can this be?’ We say ‘You have to be sure 
that this is impossible but it occurs rarely. The second and the 
third cases are rarer, and the first is the most probable. The 
second and the third cases are so rare. The third case lasts for 
a very short while, and resembles the yellowness of the skin 
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resulting from fear. For, the heart is crcated to be confident 
in one’s power and resources, while disdaining them is 
accidental. Fear is caused due to a constriction of the blood 
that causes a temporary yellowness of the complexion. This 
constriction of the blood is incidental, while its infusion is 
natural, The same applies to the heart and its shrinking from 
reliance on one’s strength that is temporary too. 


‘As to the sccond status, this is like yellowness of a person 
in fever. It lasts for two or three days, while the first is like 
yellowness of a serious disease that lasts for a long or a short 
time. It is liable to last and liable to cease. 


He that does not know or believe in the meaning of: 
“None has the right (o be worshipped except Allah,” and the 
meaning of: “There is neither movement nor ability except 
with Allah,” does not know the meaning of Al-Tawakkol. 
Consequently, he is not able to practice Al-Tawakkol.’ 


So, now, let us ponder over what Imam Al-Nawawi 
compiled concerning this topic.] 


Allah 3 said: 
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“And when the believers. saw AlAhzab (the 
Confederates), they said: ‘This is what Allah and His 
Messenger had promised us and Allah and His Messenger had 


spoken the truth. And it only added to their faith and to their 
submissiveness (to Allah). *” (33: 22) And 
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“Those (i.e. believers) to whom the people (the 
hypocrites) said: ‘Verily, the people (the pagans) have 
mobilized against you (a great army), therefore, fear them. 
But it (only) increased them in faith, and they said: ‘Allah 
(Alone) is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of all 
affairs.’ * So, they returned with Grace and Bounty from Allah, No 
harm touched them, and they followed the good Pleasure of Allah, 
And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty. *" (3 173-174) And 
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“And put your trust (O Muhammad!) in the Ever Living 
One Who dies not, and glorify His Praises, and Sufficient is 


He as the All-Knower of the sins of His servants. *” (25: 58) 
And 
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“And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently. 
And had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would have 
broken away from about you; so pass over (their faults), and 
ask (Allah's) Forgiveness for them; and consult them in the 
affairs. Then when you have taken a decision, put your trust 
in Allah, certainly, Allah loves those who put their trust (in 
Him).” And 
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“And He will provide him from (sources) he never could 
imagine. And whosoever puts his trust in Allah then He will 
suffice him. Verily, Allah will accomplish his purpose. 
Indeed Allah has set a measure for all things.” And 
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“The believers are only those who, when Allah is 
mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when His Verses 
(this Koran) are recited unto them, they (ie. the Verses) 
increase their Faith; and they put their trust in their Lord 
(Alone). *” (8: 2) 


The verses related to showing patience and its supremacy 
in the Noble Koran are too many to enumerate. 


As to the Hadiths: 
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60. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them): 
‘Allah's Messenger 38 said: “Nations were displayed before 
me, one or two Prophets would pass by, along with few 
followers. Another Prophet would pass by accompanied by 
nobody. Then a big crowd of people passed in front of me and 
L asked: *Who are they? Are they my followers?” It was said: 
’No. It is Moses and his followers.” It was said to me: Look 
at the horizon.’ Behold! There was a multitude of people 
filling the horizon. Then it was said to me: "Look there and 
there along the horizon!’ Behold! There was a multitude 
filling the horizon, It was said to me: "This is your nation, out 
of whom seventy thousand shall enter Paradise without 
reckoning.’ Then the Prophet 3 entered his house without 
telling his companions who they (the 70,000 people who will 
enter Paradise without reckoning) were. So the people started 
talking about the issue and said: "We are the ones who have 
believed in Allah and followed His Messenger, those people 
are either us or our children who are born during the Islamic 
revelation, because we were born in the time of Ignorance.” 
When the Prophet 38 heard what they said he came out and 
said: “Those people are the ones who do not treat themselves 
with Rogya, nor do they believe in bad or good omens (from 
birds...etc.), and those who do not get themselves branded 
(cauterized), but they put their trust (only) in their Lord. At 
that Okasha ibn Mihsan said: "Am I one of them, O Allah's 
Messenger?” The Prophet # said: “Yes.” Then another person 
got up and said: "Am I one of them? The Prophet 38 said: 
“Okasha has preceded you in that.”” (Bukhari) 
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61. Narrated [bn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them): 
‘The Prophet ¢ used to pray: "I seck refuge (with You) by 
Your Izza (Honor, Power, Dignity, or Glory) La ilah illa Ant, 
(None has the right to be worshipped but You), Who does not 
die while the jinn and the human beings die.” (Bukhari) 
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62. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them): 
““Allah (Alone) is sufficient for us, and He is the Best 
Disposer of all affairs,” was said by Abraham #8 when he 
was thrown into fire, and it was said by Muhammad # when 
they (the hypocrites) said: “Verily, the people (pagans) have 
mobilized against you (a great army) therefore, fear them.” 
But it (only) increased them in faith and they said: “Allah 


(Alone) is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of 
affairs (for us).”” (Bukhari) 
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63. Jaber ibn Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with the 
narrated that he fought in a Battle to Najd (the central region 
of the Arabian Peninsula) along with Allah's Messenger # 
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and when Allah's Messenger # returned he too returned 
along with him. The time of the afternoon sleep came to them 
while they were in a valley full of thorny trees. Allah's 
Messenger 3 dismounted and the people dispersed amongst 
the thorny trees, seeking the shade. Allah's Messenger # took 
shelter under a Samoura (pine) tree and hung his sword on it 
We had only slept for a while when Allah's Messenger 
suddenly called us, and we went to him finding a nomad 
sitting with him. Allah's Messenger % said: “This (nomad) 
took my sword out of its sheath while I was asleep. When I 
woke up, the naked sword was in his hand and he said to me: 
‘Who can save you from me? I replied: ‘Allah.’ And I 
repeated this thrice, and now, here he is sitting.” Allah's 
Messenger 4 did not punish him (for that).” (Bukhari) 
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64. Narrated Omar ibn Al-Khattab: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 3 said: “If you relied on Allah as you should, you 
would be provided for in the same way as the birds are 


provided for. They leave early in the moming hungry and 
return filled before sunset.” 


? This Hadith tells us that Allah 3& is the Sustainer of all creatures. 

It guides us to adopt the material means to attain our aims in the 

same way as the birds exert their efforts to earn their food, we are 
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65. Natrated Abu-Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him): 

“I said to the Prophet % while I was in the Cave: "If anyone of 

them looked around under his feet, he would see us.” The 

Prophet # said: "O Abu-Bakr_ ! What do you think of two 
(persons) the third of whom is Allah?" (Bukhari) 
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Chapter (8) 
About Uprightness 
Allah 3 said: 
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“So stand (ask Allah to make) you (Muhammad 38) (firm 
and straight on the religion of Islamic Monotheism) as you 
are commanded and those (your companions) who turn in 
repentance (unto Allah) with you, and transgress not (Allah's 
Legal Limits). Verily, He is the All-Seer of what you do. *” 
(11: 112) And 


required to exert our efforts to earn our living. A proverb says: 
“Allah 3 has pledged to provide the bird with its sustenance, but 
He did not make it in its nest.” Thus, exerting personal effort does 
not contradict reliance on Allah 38. 
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“Verily, those who say:; ‘Our Lord is Allah (Alone), and 
then they adhered to uprightness, on them the angels will 
descend (at the time of their death) (saying): “Fear not, not 
grieve! But receive the glad tidings of Paradise that you have 
been promised! * We have been your friends in the life of 
this world and are (so) in the Hereafter. Therein you shall 
have (all) that your inner selves desire, and therein you shall 
have (all) that you ask for. * (this is) mercy from (Allah), the 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. *” (41: 30-32) And 
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“Verily, those who say: ‘Our Lord is (only) Allah,” and 
thereafter they adhered to uprightness (i.e. stood firm and 
straight on the Islamic Faith of Monotheism by absiaining 
from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which Allah has 
forbidden and by performing all kinds of good deeds which He 
has ordained), on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. * 
Such shall be the dwellers of Paradise, abiding therein (forever) 
a reward for what they used todo. *” (46: 1314) 
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66, Narrated A‘isha (may Allah be pleased with her): “The 
Prophet # said: "Do good deeds properly, sincerely, and 
moderately, and receive good news, because one's good deeds 
alone will not make him enter Paradise." They asked: "Even 
you Allah's Messenger”! He said: "Even myself, unless Allah 
3 would grant me His Pardon and His Mercy."’ (Bukhari) 
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Chapter (9) 


Reflecting the Perfect Creatures of Allah 38 and 
Disciplining the Soul 


[Imam Abu-Hamid Al-Ghazali talked in detail about this 
topic. Below is a quotation from what he said on this topic 
taken from ‘Ihya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious 
Sciences)’ 


Kindly be informed that all that exists besides Allah 38 is 
the creation and work of Allah s&. Even each atom contains 
countless numbers of wonders showing Allah’s Wisdom, 
Ability, Majesty, and Greatness. Enumerating these is 
impossible for, had the oceans been the ink for Allah’s 
Words, it would have been exhausted even if there were other 
oceans to replenish it. 


The Noble Koran orders contemplation of the creation as 
signs of Allah’s Wisdom, Ability, Majesty, and Greatness. 
Allah && says: 


Kelly al Ser, at Wi es GE ay) 
(OM bed) © od 
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“Behold! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and 
the alternation of night and day, there are indeed signs for 
men of understanding, *” (3: 190) 

The words “among His Signs is...” are often repeated in 
the Noble Koran, so let us consider some of these signs. 

Among His signs is the creation of man from a drop of 
coagulated blood. The closest thing to you is your soul. There 
are countless signs in your creation and one’s life could pass 
without you being able to count even one tenth of them. You 
who are heedless and ignorant of yourself, how would you be 
heedful of others. Allah 3% has ordered you to ponder over 
your soul. He && says: 


(1) cbs) C osimna Si seal iy 


.as also in your own selves, will you not then sce? *” 


(51:21) 


He seminds you of your origin, i.e. that is was water of no 
value, by His statement: 


se (0A) AER gi Lal xe (0y) Lash Ue ORY Us > 
€ (ry Sh et 1 Bey soa Mad Biry oho Ud By) 
CW Ge) 


“Woe to man! What has made him reject Allah? * From 
what has He created him? * From a drop of sperm He created 
him, then He proportioned him * Then He made the path 
smooth for him * Then He caused him to die, and be buried * 
Then, when it is His Will, He will raise him up (again). *” 
(80: 17-22) And 


(8 ash) Cost 5 al YS I os SB 


71 


Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
(Abridged) 


“Among His Signs is that He has created you from dust, and 
then behold you are men scattered (far and wide)! *” (30: 20) 
And 


(ya: ty Guat ) 


Cry ots Gib He ue Som Sn 


“Was he not a drop of sperm emitted (in lowly form)? * 
Then he became a clinging clot. Then Allah created and 
fashioned (him) in due proportion. *” (75: 37-38) And 


pabde 5B (0) cae Th MLSE (15) cg ott oh Silas TD 
(verre ettayal) € (er) 


“Have We not created you from a fluid (held) despicable? 
* Then We placed it in a place of rest, firmly fixed * For a 
period (of gestation), determined (according to need)? *” (77. 
20-22) And 


(9% oe) (Conte Gane “gb IA Alls Ge SUH UY Qa “gd 
“Has not man seen that it is We Who created him from 


sperm? Yet behold! He (stands forth) as an open adversary! 
*° (36: 77) And 


(Kua) (yaaa Vasant el 


“Neily, We have created man fiom a drop of mingled 
sperm...” (76: 2) 


Then Allah 4 mentions that the clot is changed into 
a clinging objec, then into a morsel of flesh. He 3 says 


he (4) oe BL ge tyl aik a, > 
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€ es) Gah Gaal ay erst (aT wl sulla! 3 val pl Gast 
(YET asad) 
“We have created man from a quintessence (of clay) * 
Then We have placed him as (a drop of) sperm in a place of 
rest, firmly fixed * Then We have made the sperm into a clot 
of congealed blood; then of that clot We have made a (fetus) 
lump; then We have made out of that lump bones and clothed 
the bones with flesh; then We have developed out of it 
another creature. So blessed is Allah, the Best to create. *” 
(23: 12-14) 


The intention for repeating the word annotfah “a drop of 
congealed blood” in the Mighty Book is not only for 
recitation. The reader and the listener should ponder over it. 
So ponder over that clot created from a drop of water of no 
value. If this fluid is left for a very short time outside the 
womb, it spoils and goes bad. See how the Lord of lords 
mixed the two liquids, how He gathered together the male and 
the female and cast love and passion between them, and then 
see how He drove them through love and lust to sexual 
intercourse, and then how the male’s semen is ejaculated and 
how the spawn comes out within veins. Then see how the 
fetus is fed in the womb until it grows and how He changes 
the white clot into a red clinging object. Then consider how 
that morsel of flesh is transferred into bones, tissue, veins, 
and flesh and how the inner organs, like the heart, the 
stomach, the liver, the spleen, the lungs, the womb, the 
urethra, and the intestines are created and function. Each 
organ has its specific shape, size, and function. 


Then, ponder over each organ separately. Look, for 
example at the eye, how is it created in various layers, each 
layer of a certain shape and thickness. If one layer of it is lost, 
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one loses his sight. In brief, had we studied one half of every 
organ, it would have taken us a very long time. 


Ponder over the bones, these solid substances that form 
the skeletal system, how are they created with a thin jelly-like 
substance, and how they have different shapes and statures; 
some are hollow, some are circular, some are wide, and some 
are delicate. 


As man needs to move in various directions, Allah 3% did 
not create him as one solid mass, He made the joints and 
knuckles so that man could move easily and without effort. 
Each joint and knuckle has its own shape that suits its own 
movement and is precisely fitted inside its cavity. But for 
such joints and knuckles, man would have not been able to 
move his limbs. 


Then contemplate the skull, how it was created from 55 
bones of various shapes and sizes in order that the heads takes 
its well known shape; 14 bones for the cranium, 14 bones for 
the upper jaw, 14 for the lower jaw, and the rest form the 
teeth. The teeth also have their own different shapes and 
forms; some are wide to grind the food and some are sharp to 
cut it, these are the front teeth, the molars, and the incisors. 


Another organ that should be pondered over is the neck 
that connects the head to the body; and how this is created 
from seven bones fitted precisely to meet the various 
functions of man needs. There are 248 bones, apart from the 
small bones in man’s body, so contemplate how these bones 
were created from that jelly-like substance. 


In brief, the whole body is a wonder and a sign of the 
creativity and wisdom of the Creator 


We did not intend to inform you of the number the bones 


by mentioning this, this is a known thing to the physicians 
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and anatomists, we only intended to attract your attention to 
their Creator, and how He created them in the most accurate 
form to enable man to perform any function. It is a perfeet 
creation with no excess or deficiency. Had there been an 
increased or decreased number, man would have faced great 
pain, The physician examines them to seek remedies, while 
people of insight ponder over them to deepen their belief. 
How great is the difference between these two inclinations. 


Then see how Allah 3% created the muscles to transmit 
movement to the bones. Man has 529 muscles of various 
shapes and sizes to suit their functions. There are 24 muscles 
to control the pupil of the eye and the eyelids. Had they 
increased or decreased man would have not have been able to 
see. Each organ has its own muscles of definite number and 
definite size. The muscles, veins, and arteries with their 
various shapes and sizes are more wonderful than this, and 
the wonders that are not perceived by the senses even are 
more wonderful. 


So, ponder over the external and the internal aspects of 
man. Ponder over the human body and its characteristics to 
see its countless wonders. All this has been created from that 
ejaculated drop of liquid of no value. Such wonders are the 
outcome of a drop of liquid of no value. What about the 
kingdom of the heavens with their planets, and stars, their 
numbers, sizes, orbits, etc.? And do not think that an atom in 
this kingdom is void of its wisdom. No, it is also perfectly 
created and has its own countless numbers of wonders as 
there is no comparison between anything on earth and the 
kingdom of heavens. For this reason Allah 3& says: 


Giket (v4) titad Gocu ait (ryy tots Stan af ls ah TD 
(a Wete jal) € (14) Blas gal, Uhl 
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“What! Are you more difficult to create or the heaven 
(above)? (Allah) has constructed it * He has lifted its canopy 
high, and He has given it order and perfection. * He has 
endowed its night with darkness, and He has brought out its 
glow, *” (79: 27-29) 

If we return to the clot and its origin and consider how it 
was changed, then ponder over the fact that had the jinn and 
humans gathered together to give it hearing, sight, reason, a 
soul, a heart, etc. or to create in it a muscle, bone, skin, hair, 
etc., they would have not been able to do so. 


Moreover had they gathered together to understand the 
nature of these organs, even after creating them, they would 
have not been able to comprehend them. One wonders about 
man’s shallow thinking. If he saw a portrait of a man that 
seemed identical to the man, he wonders at the portrait painter 
and praises his experience, ability, and wisdom despite the fact 
that the painter had used only pens, dyes, colors, and his hand, 
knowledge, and will. He did not produce the tools, they were 
made or created by a person other than him or by the Creator. 
His only action was to use the tools made by other than him. 

But when he sces that a drop of a no-value liquid that was 
issued from between the loins and breasts-bones has been 
formed into the best shape and in the best proportion, he is 
detracted from it. 


Allah 3 is the One Who has proportioned its organs and 
parts. He has distributed the bones in the perfect manner. He 
beautified it internally and externally, creating its veins and 
its muscles to be tubes for its food and drink to guarantee 
their sustenance. 


He is the One Who has endowed it with hearing, and 
sight, and the other senses. He made the back a foundation for 
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the body, the belly as a container for its small and large 
intestines, and the head as a container for its senses. 

He endowed it with eyes, with its various layers and parts 
in beautiful colors, and protected it with eyelids and lashes, 
for man to see with. The pupil of the eye, which is the size of 
a lentil, can see the heavens that are so incredibly spacious. 

He has endowed it with hearing (ear) with a bitter liquid to 
keep its hearing and to prevent the insects from reaching it. 
He has provided it with a cochlea, helix, an anvil, a hammer, 
etc. to enable it to perform its function in the best and most 
accurate manner. 


The inner organs were also created to perform their own 
specific functions. He 3& provided the body with a stomach, 
liver, gallbladder, and kidneys, each organ with its specific 
function 


The hands were created to the most suitable length to 
enable them to perform their functions perfectly. He && 
provided them with wide palms and fingers, each finger with 
three joints. The thumb was separated from the other four 
fingers, which are all of various lengths, so that the thumb can 
touch them. Had the first and the last people gathered to find 
another way to arrange the fingers, they would have not have 
been able to. With this arrangement, the hand became suited 
to give and to take and if man stretches his hand out, it 
becomes as a plate. He 3% has created the nails to beautify and 
protect the fingers, had man lost his nails, that are the most 
insignificant part of the body, he would not have been able to 
scratch his body. How is the hand guided to the place to be 
scratched whether one is asleep or awake. If he were to ask 
the help of another person to scratch him, the latter could not 
find the right place to scratch, except with effort. 
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All this has been created from that clot inside the womb in 
the three layers of darkness. Had man be able to penetrate 
through these layers, he would have seen the precise 
planning, without seeing the One Who plans or seeing the 
way He has created this creation. So, Glory be to Him How 
Great He is and how plain is His Evidence. 


Besides His perfect Ability, ponder over His perfect 
Mercy. When the womb becomes narrow for the fetus, Allah 
S& guides it to move and come out the womb, as any sane 
person would do. Then, look how the baby was guided to 
suck at the breast and have milk that suits his digestive 
system so perfectly. Then, look how the delicious milk comes 
out from between the blood veins and how the breasts were 
created to store the milk, with nipples suitable for the baby. 


Then, ponder over the ducts from which the appropriate 
quantity of milk is sucked gradually by the baby, and then 
contemplate how the baby was guided to suck milk in greater 
quantities when it gets more hungry. 


Then, ponder over His kindness and mercy how the teeth 
are created after the two years when the baby is breast-fed. 
When the baby gets older he needs more solid food that 
requires grinding and digesting, hence the tecth are created, 
Glory be to Him. How He created these solid teeth from those 
soft gums, 

Ponder earnestly over the love of the parents who care for 
the child when he was unable to support himself. Had not 
Allah && cast this love in the parents’ hearts, the baby would 
not have been able to support himself. 


You also have to consider how Allah 3 provided that 
helpless creature with discretion, the ability to behave well, 
and guidance. How he passes through the various stages of 
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childhood, boyhood, manhood, and old age. And we should 
ponder over his character, whether he is grateful or 
ungrateful, obedient or disobedient, a believer or an 
unbeliever, as the Noble Koran states: 


HR G0 8 Ee OSH A be CH Gb La} 
sia SUG UY (4) Thane Cap ibe i plidl Aiki ye oY 


(om uh) € (7) ysis Cals SLB Gy 


There had passed a period of time when man was a thing 
of no mention, * Verily, We have created man from a drop of 
mingled sperm, in order to try him, so We gave him (the 
gifls), of Hearing and Sight. * We showed him the way, 
whether he be grateful or ungrateful (rests on his will), *” 
(76: 1-3) 

So, then ponder over His Benevolence, His Ability, His 
Wisdom, and His Generosity so that His Majesty overwhelms you 


If one considers all this, he then wonders at him who, 
when he sees a perfectly painted portrait he praises its painter 
effusively, wondering at the way he painted it; and then he 
becomes heedless considering the countless wonders. that 
Allah 3 has created within him. 


This is a mere glimpse at some of the wonders lying in 
your own body; they are too numerous to count. But it is the 
most evident proof of your Creator’s Greatness, yet you are 
heedless of it. You know nothing about yourself, except that 
when you get hungry you eat and when you are full you 
sleep; when you are sexually exited, you have sexual 
intercourse; and when you get angry, you fight. Consider also 
that the animals have these very same characteristics and senses . 
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The only characteristic that distinguishes man is his ability 
to know his Lord through contemplation of the Kingdom of 
the heavens, the horizons, and oneself. Only through this 
means, man can be enrolled among the drawn near angels and 
gathered with the truthful and the Prophets in presence of 
Allah 3&, the Lord of all that exists. 


Such a status is not to be given to the animals, or a man 
who is pleased with the worldly life and who feels at ease 
with it. In this case, he becomes worse than the animals, 
because the animals are deprived of such ability. 


As to man, he was endowed with this ability, but he 
neglected it and rejected Allah’s favors for him. Such are 
more erroneous than animals. 


Below are some quotations from a book called: “The 
Dictionary of How the Human Body Works,” that I see being 
of great value in explaining this subject: 


The Skeletal System? 


The skeleton is the framework for the human anatomy, 
supporting the body and protecting its internal organs. The 
skeleton comprises 206 bones, about half of which are in the 
hands and feet. Most of the bones are connected to other 
bones by flexible joints, which lend to the framework a high 
degree of flexibility. There is only one bone, the hyoid, is not 
directly connected to any other bone in such an articulation. It 
anchors the tongue and is attached to the styloid processes of the 


* Imam Al-Ghazali mentioned the knowledge that was prevailing in 
his time. Since such knowledge does not correspond with the 
modern one after the electronic devices and instruments have 
been discovered, we saw it would be more accurate to quote the 
modern one as contained in (The Dictionary of How the Human 
Body Works) 
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skull by ligaments. The skeletons of the male and female bodies 
are essentially the same, with the only noteworthy exceptions 
being that the female bones are usually lighter and thinner than 
the male bones, and the female pelvis is shallower and wider 
than the male's. This latter difference makes childbirth easier. 


The Digestive System 


The digestive system is responsible for processing food, 
breaking it down into usable proteins, carbohydrates, minerals, 
fats, and other substances, and introducing these into the 
bloodstream in order that such substance could be assimilated 
by the body. The digestive or alimentary tract begins at the 
mouth, where the teeth and tongue begin the breakdown of food, 
aided by the saliva secreted by the salivary glands. The chewed 
food, combined with the saliva, is swallowed, carrying it in 
peristaltic (contractile) waves down the esophagus to the 
stomach. In the stomach, the food combines with hydrochloric 
acid that further assists in breaking it down. When the food is 
thoroughly digested, the remaining fluid, called chyme, is 
passed through the pylorus sphincter to the small intestines and 
large intestines. Within the long, convoluted intestinal canals, 
the nutrients are absorbed from the chyme into the 
bloodstream, leaving the unusable residue. 


This residue passes through the cobn (where most of the 
water is absorbed into the bloodsiream) into the rectum where 
itis stored prior to excretion. This solid waste, called feces, is 
compacted and upon excretion passes through the anal canal 
and the anus. Along the way through the digesive tract, the 
pancreas, spleen, liver, and gallbladder secrete enzymes that 
aid in the digestive process.” 


The Muscular System 


The human body contains more than 650 individual 
muscles anchored to the skeleton, which provide the pulling 
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power so it can move around. These muscles constitute about 
40% of your total body weight. The muscle's points of 
attachment to bones or other muscles are designated as 
origins or insertions. The point of origin is the point of 
attachment to the bone to which the muscle is anchored. The 
point of insertion is the point of attachment to the bone that 
the muscle moves. Generally, the muscles are attached by 
tough fibrous structures called tendons. These attachments 
bridge one or more joints and the result of muscle contraction 
is movement of these joints. The body is moved primarily by 
groups of muscles, not by individual muscles. These groups 
of muscles power all the body's actions ranging from the 
threading of a needle to the lifting of heavy weights.” 


Now, it is the suitable time to read what Imam Al- 
Nawawi compiled about this question.] 


Srathey Ue Ly SS Sky he ah (fas of saal'y aobel CY LED 
(ete) Cant WS 5 a AY AY Se Vk 


Allah 3% said: 


“Say (to them O Muhammad!): “I exhort you on one 
(thing) only. (It is that) you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs 
and singly, and reflect (within yourselves the life history of 
the Prophet 38). There is no madness in yout companion 
(Muhammad), he is only a warner to you in face of a severe 
torment. *” (34: 46) And 


AN AN el, J ; 
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“Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the carth, and 
in the alternation of night and day, there are indeed signs for 
men of understanding. * Those who remember Allah (always, 
and in prayers) standing, sitting, and lying down on their 
sides, and think deeply about the creation of the heavens and 
the earth, (saying): “Our Lord! You have not created (all) this 
without purpose, glory to You! (Exalted be You above all that 
they associate with You as partners). Give us salvation from 
the torment of the Fire” *” (3: 190-191) And 


(8) Sadly GE etal iy (vy) Gl Gis YT A aysiu SLIT 
a 68 (ry LL Gs a YI (04) Se as td 
(naw aay € (11) 78% Gal 


“Do not they look at the camels, how they are created? * 
And at the heaven, how it is raised? * And at the mountains, 
how they are rooted (and fixed firm)? * And at the earth, how 
it is outspread? * So remind them (O Muhammad!) as you are 
only one who reminds. *” *(88: 17-21) And 


Boe Gull MMe GIS GS Ly Bs Laat MN a Nad pl 
(vs an) C WMEN py lst, patie 

“Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what 
was the end of those before them? Allah destroyed them 


completely, and a similar (fate waits):the disbelievers. *” 
(47: 10) 
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el SI) ool} 8 yaluall gd Gy 
Chapter (10) 
About Competing in Doing Good Deeds 


[Out of Allah’s Mercy, He has hidden from the son of 
Adam some important information about life, that no one 
besides Allah sé knows. Had man known this, he would have 
died through fear, terror, sadness. Allah 3& said: 


IS Wey MLV ood Ue alas ca GH, Met ple Le wal YP 
4 Sak HE BI Os os) Gb Eb gS I La 
= (Yt ghd) 


“Verily Allah, with Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the 
Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows what is in the 
wombs. No one knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no 
one knows in which land he will die. Verily, Allah is All- 
Knower, All-Aware (of things). *” (31: 34) 


Thus, man has no knowledge about the time of his death nor 
does he know the time of the Hour. Death does not differentiate 
between a baby, a child, a young man, or an old man. It 
overshadows all and falls in conformity with Allah’s Will. 


‘A healthy one could die while he is in good health; 
a chronically ill person or a paralyzed person could live for 
decades; or death could overcome a bridegroom or bride 
while they are in their wedding party. 


What is the meaning of this? The answer is that son of 
Adam should count himself as one of the dwellers of the 
graves. No one can deny that a traveling person should carry 
suitable and sufficient provision for the journey with him. He 
that does not carry such essential provisions is a fool. It is 
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known that man’s life span is so short if compared with the 
life in the Hereafter, thus 2 Muslim should carry with him 
suitable and sufficient provisions for that long trip, 


The provision required for the Hereafter is not food or 
drink; it is a totally different provision. It is only good deeds; 
this is the only currency fit for the Hereafter. Therefore, one 
should compete with others in acquiring that provision, 

knowing that he may be summoned for that trip at any moment. 

This entails that man should be on his guard and he should get 

ready for action. 


Allah && says: 
ial od lay) casa oh Os Gb sacs of sa Lal coud) 
lh Sh a Se LN any sh gh te th adh of ci 
(aay ey (83) sala all Sy ail 


“Did the people of the towns then feel secure against the 
coming of Our Punishment by night while they were asleep? 
Or, did the people of the towns then feel secure against the 
coming of Our Punishment in the forenoon while they were 
playing? Did they then feel secure against the Plan of Allah? 
None feels secure from the Plan of Allah except the ones who 
are the losers.” *(7:97-99) 


Ge LEM Gea Se Ge la be De Ga 
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sth J Sa Gl 9 EA al Ge pa Ths 
The Messenger of Allah 3 said: 

Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4% said: 
“Initiate (good) deeds before seven things visit you. Do you 
wait for nothing but detracting poverty; tyrannical richness; 
spoiling disease; weakening senility; surprising death; Al- 
Dajjal, the worst one that one waits for; or the Hour that is the 
most grievous and the most bitter.”” And 


He ke Gp age LE 
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Narrated Ibn Omar: ‘The Messenger of Allah % held my 
shoulder and said: “Be in this world as if you were a stranger or 
a traveling person and count yourself among the dwellers of the 
graves.” Mujahed, one of the sub -narrators, said: "Ibn Omar 
said to me: ‘If you entered in the morning, do not wait for the 
evening. And if you entered in the evening, do not wait for the 
morning, and take advantage of being healthy to compensate for 
what you miss of good deeds when you fall ill and take an 
advantage of being alive before you die. For you do not know 
what would be your name tomorrow (i.e. you do not know 
whether you will be alive or dead).”” 
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This requires that a Muslim should hurry to do good deeds. He 
should consider that the people beside him are competitors with 
him for any good deed. 


This urges us to read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled from 
the Noble Koran and the authentic Sunna on this topic. 
Therefore let us consider what he compiled.] 


Allah 3 said: 
Ge a 8 ob 135 US! pall | A Gale OA Gee US, } 
(easly Cyn US Le ay 

“For every nation there is a direction towards which they 
turn their faces (in their prayers). So hasten towards all that is 
good. Wherever you may be, Allah will bring you together (on 


the Day of Resurrection). Truly, Allah is Able to do all things. 
#" (2: 148) And 


hel Ga My GIL las aia’ 38 
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“And hasten in the way (which leads to) forgiveness from 
your Lord, and for Paradise as wide as are the heavens and 
the earth that was prepared for the pious. *” (3: 133) 
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As to the Hadiths: 


67. Narrated Oqba 4%: ‘I offered Al-asr Prayer behind the 
Prophet 3 in Madina. When he had finished the prayer 
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reciting At-Tasleem, he got up hurriedly and went out, 
crossing the rows of the people to one of the dwellings of his 
wives. The people were scared by his speed. The Prophet 3 
came back and found the people surprised at his haste, He 
said to them: “I remembered some gold lying in my house 
and I did not like it to divert my attention from Allah's 


worship, so [ have ordered it to be distributed (in charity). 
(Bukhari) 


78 (a UR) US 2 : 
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wg AaD oly) Ui de dis 

68, Narrated Jaber ibn Abdullah «#: ‘On the day of battle 

of Uhud, a man came to the Prophet 38 and said: “Can you tell 
me where I will go if | am martyred?” The Prophet 38 replied: 
“In Paradise.” The man threw away some dates he was 


carrying in his hand, and fought until he was martyred.” 
(Bukhari) 
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69. Narrated Abu-Huraira @%: ‘A man came to the 
Prophet and asked: *O Allah's Messenger which act of 
charity is the most superior in reward?” He replied: “The 
charity that you give while you are healthy, niggardly, and 
afraid of poverty, and wishing to become wealthy. Do not 
delay it to the time of approaching death and then say: 'Give 
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so much to so and so, and so much to so and so.' (And it 
already belongs to suchand such (his heirs)" (Bukhari 
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70. Narrated (Al-Zobayr ibn Uday): ‘We went to Anas ibn 
Malek and complained about the oppression that the people 
were suffering at the hand of Al-Hajjaj. Anas ibn Malek 
said: "Be patient until you meet your Lord, for no time will 


come upon you but that the time following it will be worse 
than it. I heard that from your Prophet 3.” 
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71. Sahl ibn Sa’ad 2 Narrated that he heard the Prophet 
on the day (of the battle) of Khaybar saying: “I will give the 
flag to a person at whose hands Allah will grant victory.” So, 
the companions of the Prophet got up, wishing eagerly to 
see to whom the flag will be given, and each one of them 
wished to be given the flag, But the Prophet 3 asked for Ali 
. Someone informed him that he was suffering from eye 
trouble. So, he ordered them to bring Ali to him. Then the 
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Prophet 48 spat in his eyes and his eyes were immediately 
cured as if he had never had any eye trouble. Ali said: "We 
will fight against them until they become like us (Muslims).” 
The Prophet % said: “Be patient, until you face them and 
invite them to Islam and inform them of what Allah has 
enjoined upon them. By Allah! If a single person reverted to 
Islam at your hands (i.e. through you), that will be better for 
you than the red camels.”” (Bukhari) 


Banleall od Gb 11 


Chapter( 11) 
About Al-Mujahada (Struggling against the Soul) 


[Imam Abu-Hamid Al-Ghazali talked in detail about this 
topic. Below is a quotation from what he said on this topic 
taken from ‘Ihya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious 
Sciences)’. 


This rank entails that if one has taken his soul to account 
and has found it has committed a wrong, he should punish it 
retroactively. 


If he found that it had slackened in doing the 
recommended deeds, he should punish it by burdening it in 
order (© compensate for what it has missed, this is the way 
that the people of understanding used to behave. 

Omar ibn Al-Khattab punished his soul by making an 
endowment of a garden worth two hundred thousand Dirhams 
when he missed a congregational Afternoon Prayer. When 
Ibn Omar missed a congregational prayer , he used to stand 
the whole night in prayer; when he delayed the Sunset Prayer 
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until two stars had risen, he freed two slaves. This was their 
way to discipline their soul to gain salvation. 


If you say: ‘If my soul does not obey me in what I want to 
oblige it to do, what should I do?’ 1 advise you that you 
should emulate the way of the struggling people. Another 
means of assistance in this regard is by accompanying those 
who spare no effort is performing the acts of worship. 


One scholar said: ‘When I slacken in my worship, I used 
to look at Muhammad ibn Wase'e performing the acts of 
worship. Having done this, I would emulate him for a week.’ 


Abu Al-Darda’a said: ‘But for three things, I would not 
like life for even a day. Feeling thirsty at noon times for 
‘Allah’s sake, prostrating in the depth of the night for Allah’s 
sake, and sitting with the people who are as keen to speak 
good as the people are keen to sort out the fine dates.” 


The daughter of Al-Rabe'e ibn Khaytham said to him: 
‘Father! Why do I see you not sleeping while the people 
sleep?’ He said: ‘Your father fears that he would be taken by 
surprise.’ When bis mother saw him ina stale of weeping and 
crying, she said to him: ‘O son! It looks as if you have killed 
aman!” He said: ‘Yes.’ She said: ‘Tell us who is it that we 
would ask his relatives’ pardon. By Allah, had they seen you 
in this state, they would have pardoned you.’ He said to her: 
“It is myself, mother!” 


A man said: ‘I came to Tbraheem ibn Adham as he 
completed the Evening Prayer, so I watched him. He wrapped 
himself in a cloak and slept and he did not move until the 
dawn. The caller to prayer delivered azan and Ibraheem did 
not perform ablution. I felt doubt in the heart and said to him: 
‘May Allah shower of His mercy on you. You have slept the 
night reclining then you stand for the prayer without 
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performing the ablution!” He said: ‘I have passed the night 
wandering in Paradise’s valleys and in the Fire’s. Do you 
think that such a person can sleep?” 


A man from the contemporaries of Ali ibn Abu-Talib 
said: ‘I performed the Dawn Prayer behind Ali . When he 
completed the prayer, he turned to his right side with gloom 
covering his face. He stayed until sunrise, turned down his 
hand and said: ‘By Allah, I have seen the companions of 
Muhammad 48. I have never seen the like of them. They used 
to spend the night standing and prostrating, reciting the Noble 
Book, and come in the morning yellow-faced and unkempt. 
They would weep profuscly until their clothes became 
moistened. They would wave like the trees on a windy day, 
yet they would feel that they could not fulfill their obligation.” 

This shows us the way that the righteous predecessors 
used to cling to in disciplining their souls. So, whenever your 
soul rebels against you and refuses to do righteous deeds 
punctually, remember the biographies of such people, because 
they do not exist any more. 

Tf you are able to observe the like, it would be better and 
more effective. If you can not do this, try to listen to their 
stories. Then choose to be one of them or to emulate them, 
because they were the wise ones and the people with insight 
of the religion. Leave aside emulation of the ignorant ones 
from among your contemporaries. Do not let your soul 
emulate the foolish and unwise people. 

The stories of the struggling people are too difficult to 
enumerate. If you need more information, read the book 
titled” “Hilyatol Awliya’a” that contains the biographies of 
the companions and those who followed them. In this way, 
you will come to understand how far you are from the ranks 
of the religious people. 
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If your soul suggests to you to emulate your 
contemporaries saying: ‘Those people have attained such 
ranks, because there were many people helping them in their 
good aims. But, if you behave differently from them now, your 
contemporaries will accuse you of madness and mock you. So, 
behave as they behave, for a misfortune that is inflicted on all is 
an acceptable one.’ Beware lest you would be deluded by s uch 
temptations. Refute this allegation saying: ‘If you see a mighty 
flood that is about to strike a village and its inhabitants remain 
standing in their places not knowing of the grave end they are 
about to face, while you are able to escape in a ship; do you 
then feel that the overwhelming disester tastes good? Or 
would you disapprove and condemn their behavior, and be 
cautious of it? 

So, if you (one’s soul) should escape from this flood 
whose torture lasis for a very short time, why do you not 
escape from the eternal torture in the Hereafter? And how can 
a impending disaster taste good if each one will be called into 
account individually? You should remind it that the cause of 
the destruction of the disbelievers was their emulation of their 
contemporaries. Allah i says: 
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“Just in the same way, whenever We sent a Warner before 
you to any people, the haughty ones among them said: ‘We 
found our fathers following a certain religion, and we will 
certainly follow in their footsteps.’ *" (43: 23) 


Consequently, if you start blaming your soul and compel 
it to be committed to diligent work and it refuses, do not 
abandon the effort as it might cease it from committing 
tyranny.” 
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Now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled 
regarding this subject.| 


Allah 3 said: 
(Moet) € batt ash 4 a MEL, 


“And worship your Lord until there comes unto you the 
certainty (death). *”(15: 99). And 


(Ada) € 
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“And remember the Name of your Lord and devote 
yourself to Him with complete devotion. *” (73:8) 


(VA) € as as ad 


“So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom 
(or a small ant) shall see it. *” (99: 7) 
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“Verily, your Lord knows that you do stand (to pray) a 
little less than two thirds of the night, half of the night, or a 
third of the night, along a party of those with you, and Allah 
measures the night and the day. He knows that you are unable 


to pray the whole night, so He has turned to you (in mercy). 
So, recite you of the Koran as much as may be easy for you. 
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He knows that there will be some among you who are sick, 
others traveling through the land seeking of Allah's Bounty, 
and yet others fighting in Allah's Cause. So recite as much of 
the Koren as may be easy (for you), perform the prayer, give 
zakat, lend to Allah a goodly loan, and whatever good you 
send before you for yourselves, (the optional acts of worship) 
you will certainly find it with Allah a better and greater 
reward, And seek the Forgiveness of Allah. Verily, Allah is 
Ofi-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (73: 20) And 
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“(Charity is to be given to) the poor, who, in Allah's 
Cause are restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in 
the land (for trade or work). The one who knows them not, 
thinks that they are rich because of their modesty. You may 
know them by their mark, they do not beg of people at all 
And whatever you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well. 
*” (2: 273) 
The verses related to this chapter are numerous and well 
known. As to the Hadiths, they are numerous. Below are 
examples of them, so let us go through them. 
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72. Narrated Abu-Huraira %: ‘Allah's Messenger 38 said: 
“Allah said: °I will declare war against him who shows 
hostility to a pious worshipper of Mine. And the most beloved 
things with which My slave draws nearer to Me, is through 
what I have enjoined upon him. And My slave keeps on 
drawing nearer to Me through performing nawafil (praying or 
doing optional extra deeds besides what is obligatory) until 1 
love him. When I love him I become the sense of hearing 
with which he hears, the sense of sight with which he sees, 
the hand with which he grips, and the leg on which he walks. 
‘And if he asks Me, I will give him, and if he asks My 
Protection (Refuge), I will protect him; (ie., give him My 
Refuge) and I do not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to 
take the soul of the believer, for he hates death, and I hate to 
disappoint him.” (Bukhari) 
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73. Narrated Abu-Huraira “The Prophet 48 said: 
"Allah 3& says: "I am just as My slave thinks of Me. 1 am, (i.e. 
Tam able to do for him what he thinks, [ can do for him) and I 
am with him if he remembers Me. If he remembers Me in 
himself, I too remember him in Myself; and if he remembers 
Me in a group of people, I remember him in a group that is 
better than them; and if he comes one span nearer to Me, I go 
‘one cubit nearer to him; and if he comes one cubit nearer to me, 
I goa distance of two outstretched arms nearer to him; and if he 
comes to Me walking, I go to him runnin g.” (Bukhari) 
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74. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah S pleased with them): 

‘Allah's Messenger 38 said: “There are two blessings which 


many people do not estimate. (They are) health and free time 
for doing goed ”* (Bukbar) 
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75. Narrated Al-Mogheera #: ‘The Prophet 2 used to 
stand (in the prayer) or pray until his feet (or legs) swelled. 
He was asked about this and he said: "Should T not be a 
thankful servant."” (Bukhari) 
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76. Narrated Abu-Huraira. 4s: ‘Allah's Messenger said: 
"The strong believer is better and deercr to Allah than the 
weak believer, and all of them have goodness. Be keen on 
what benefits you and seck help in Allah, and do not give up. 
If anything afflicts you do not say: "If I had done sueh and 
such thing, such and such would have happened,” but say: 
“Allah decrees, and what Allah wills comes to pass.” For, (the 
utterance) "If I had done such and such,’ provides an opening 
for Satan to creep stealthily." (Muslim) 
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77. Narrated Abu-Huraira ws: * Allah's Messenger #& 
said: “Hellfire is surrounded by all kinds of desires and 
passions, while Paradise is surrounded by all kinds of disliked 
undesirable things.” (Bukhari) 
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78. Narrated Anas ibn Malek 4: "Allah's Messengers 
said: "When carried to his grave, a dead person is followed by 
three things, two of which return (after his burial) and one 
remains with him. His relatives, his property, and his deeds 
follow him. His relatives and property return back while his 
deeds remain with him."” (Bukhari) 
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79. Narrated Abdullah 4s: ‘The Prophet 38 said: “ 
is nearer to anyone of you than the leather strip of his shoe, 
and so is the (Hell) Fire.”” (Bukhari) 
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80. Narrated Rabee'a ibn Ka'ab Al-Aslami 28: ‘The 
Prophet 3 said to me: "Ask me." I said: “I ask your company 
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in Paradise.” He replied: "Anything else?" I said: "That is 
all” He said: "Then help me to achieve this for you by 
devoting yourself often to prostration." (Muslim) 
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81. Narrated Anas ibn Malek s: ‘My paternal uncle Anas 
ibn Al-Nadhr -# was absent from the battle of Badr. He said: "O 
Allah's Messenger! I was absent from the first battle you fought 
against the polytheists. (By Allah) if Allah gives me a chance to 
fight them, no doubt, Allah will see how (bravely) I would 
fight." On the day of Uhud when the Muslims turned their backs 
and fled, he (the Prophet 48) said: "O Allah! I apologize to You 
for what these (i.e. his companions) have done, and I denounce 
what these (ie. the polytheists) have done.” Then he advanced 
and Sa‘ad ibn Mo'az met him. He said: “O Sa'ad ibn Mo'az! By 
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the Lord of Al-Nadhr, Paradise! I smell its aroma coming from 
before (the mountain of) Uhud.” Later on Sa'ad said: “O Allah's 
Messenger! I cannot achieve or do what he (ie. Anas ibn Al- 
Nadhr) did. We found more than eighty wounds from swords 
and arrows in his body. We found him dead and his body was 
mutilated so badly that none except his sister could recognize 
him by his fingers. We used to think that the following Verse 
was revealed concerning him and other men of his sort: 


“Among the believers are men who hare been true to their 
covenant with Allah (ie. they have gone out for Jihad (fighting for 
Allah's sake), (and they did not turn on their heels) of them are 
some who have fulfilled their obligations. Some of them have been 
martyred and some others are still waiting, but they have never 
changed (ie. they never proved treacherous to their covenant 
which they concluded with Allah) in the least. (33: 23) 


And he (Anas) said: "His sister, ALRubayyi broke the 
incisor of a woman and Allah's Messengers ordered 
retaliation. At that Anas (ibn Al-Nadhr) said: “O Allah's 
Messenger! By Him Who has sent you with the Truth, my 
sister's tooth shall not be broken.” Then the opponents of 
Anas’ sister accepted the compensation and gave up the claim 
of retaliation. So Allah's Messenger # said: “There are some 
people amongst Allah's slaves whose oaths are fulfilled by 
Allah when they take them.” (Bukhari 
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82. Narrated Abu-Mas'oud -é&: ‘When we were ordered to 
give in charity, we used to start to work as porters (to earn 
something we could give in charity). Abu-Ogayl came with 
one half of a sa'a (a special measure for food grain) and 
another person brought more than he did. So they (the 
hypocrites) said: "Allah 3& is not in need of the charity of this 
(i.e. Oqayl); and the other person did not give charity but to 
show off.” Then, Allah 3 revealed: 


“Those who defame such of the believers who give charity 
(for Allah's Cause) voluntarily, and such who could not find 
to give charity (for Allah's Cause) except what is available to 
them, and they mock at them (believers), Allah will throw 
back their mockery to them, and they shall have a painful 
torment .*” (9: 79)° (Bukhari) 
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83. The Messenger of Allah 3 said: “Allah said: “O My 
servants! I did forbid injustice to Myself, and made it 
forbidden among you, so, do not do wrong to one another. O 
My servants! All of you are misguided except whom I guide, 
so ask Me guidance that I would guide you. O My servants! 
All of you are hungry except whom I fed, so ask Me to feed 
you that I would feed you. O My servants! All of you are 
naked except whom I clothed, so ask Me to clothe you, that I 
would clothe you, O My servants! You have sinned by night 
and day and I forgive all sins, so ask Me to forgive your sins 
that 1 would forgive you. O My servants! You shall never 
reach harming Me and you will never harm Me and you shall 
never reach benefiting Me and you will never benefit Me. O 
My servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans 
of you and the jinn of you, were having the most pious heart 
of one of you, this shall never increase aught in My Kingdom. 
O My servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans 
of you and the jinn of you, were having the most evil heart of 
one of you, this shall never decrease aught in My Kingdom. O 
My servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans of 
you and the jinn of you, were to gather on one plain and each 
one asked Me his request and I gave each one of you what he 
has asked, this does not decrease My Kingdom except what the 
needle takes if it was inserted in the sea.” (Muslim) 
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Doing Good Deeds Increasingly in Old Age 


[As previously stated man’s span of life is too short. He 
passes through childhood, youth, manhood, old age, and 
senility. Days, months, and years slip away like a lavish 
wealthy man who spends his fortune gradually and then, 
awakes too late to find that his wealth came to an end 
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“It is He, Who has created you (Adam) from dust, then 
from a notfa (mixed semen drops of male and female sexual 
discharge) then from a clot (2 piece of coagulated blood), then 
brings you forth as an infant, then (makes you grow) to reach 
the age of full strength, and afterwards to be old (men and 
women) though some among you die before and you reach an 
appointed term in order that you may understand, *” (40”: 67) 

It is well known that the extravagant wealthy man spends 
lavishly as long as he possesses much money, but when he 
runs short of money, he starts counting it and keeping what 
remains with him. Similarly docs man as regards his 
appointed term of life. He should use this valuable resource 
economically and according to sirict rules. Every new day 
must be considered as a prize given from Allah s thus, one 
should benefit from it to the maximum degree. 

As regards the rules of Islam the final deeds of man decide 
his destination whether it be to Paradise or Hellfire, May 
Allah 2& forbid. The Messenger of Allah 4 clarified this by 
his Hadith that says: 
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Narrated Abdullah (ibn Mas‘oud) 4: ‘Allah’s Messenger, 
the tue and truly inspired 38 said: “(The matter of the creation 
of) a human being is put together in the womb of the mother 
in forty days, and then he becomes a clot of thick blood for a 
similar period, and then a piece of flesh for a similar period. 
Then Allah sends an angel who is ordered to write four things. 
He is ordered to write down his (i.¢. the new creature's) deeds, 
his livelihood, his (date of) death, and whether he will be 
blessed or wretched (in the Hereafter). Then the soul is breathed 
into him. So, a man amongst you may do (good) deeds until 
there is only a cubit between him and Paradise and then what 
has been written for him decides his behavior and he starts 
doing the (evil) deeds of the people of the (Hell) Fire*. And 


* Some scholars explain this as referring to those who do good 
deeds to show off, and not ‘or the sake of Allah 38, thinking that 
they beguile Allah s& and the believers, but Allah sé causes them 
to go astray and mocks them. Allah 3& says: 

‘And of mankind, there are some (hypocrites) who say: "We 
believe in Allah and the Last Day," while in fact they believe not. * 
They (think to) deceive Allah and those who believe, while they 
only deceive themselves, and they perceive (it) not, * In their 
hearts is a disease (of doubt and hypocrisy) and Allah has 
increased their disease. A painful torment is theirs because they 
used to tell lies. ** (2: 8-10) And 
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similarly a man amongst you may do (evil) deeds until there is 
only a cubit between him and the (Hell) Fire, and then what has 
been written for him decides his behavior, and he starts doing 
deeds characteristic of the people of Paradise.”*(Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah 3% urges us to invest every 
moment in doing good deeds. He says: 
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Narrated Abu-Huraira .#: ‘A man came to the Prophet 3 
and asked: "O Allah's Messenger which charity is the most 
superior in reward?” He replied: “The charity that you give 
while you are healthy, niggardly and afraid of poverty and 
wishing to become wealthy. Do not delay it to the time of 
approaching death and then say: ‘Give so much to so and so, 
and so much to so and so.' (And it already belongs to such 
and such (his heirs).”” (Bukhari) 


Imam Al-Nawawi sheds more light on this subject by 
compiling the following verses and Hadiths, so let us go 
through them, and may Allah 3& benefit us from them.] 


Allah 3 says: 
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“Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who 
deceives them. And when they stand up for the prayer, they stand 
with laziness and to be seen of men, and they do not remember 
Allah but little. *" (4: 142) 
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“Therein they will cry: “Our Lord! Bring us out. We shall 
do righteous good deeds, not (the evil deeds) that we used to 
do.” (Allah will reply): “Have not We not given you lives 
long enough, so that whosoever would receive admonition, 
could recive it? And the warner came to you. So taste you 
(the evil of your deeds). And for the oppressors (polytheists 
and wrongdoers....etc.) there is no helper *”” (35: 37) 

Commenting on this verse, Ibn Abbas said: ‘Allah 3 rebukes 
the oppressors on the Day of Judgment saying: “Have not We 
given you life (60 years old, 18 years old, 40 years old 
according to the different opinions of the scholars)?” [bn 
Abbas said that whenever one of the people of Madina 
reached forty years he used to dedicate his time to acts of 
worship. As to interpreting ‘the warner’, the scholars say that 
it is the advent of the last Messenger of Allah 3% and some other 
say that it refers to ‘the white hair’ one has in the old age 


dal al sil ‘a el) 1S Gall oe ae 8 
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As tothe Hadiths: 


84. Narrated Abu-Huraira a; ‘The Prophet said: 
“Allah has warned determinately the person who reached the 
sixty years of old.”” (Bukhari) 


sa 
vA Gb os oly lr 
Chapter( 13) 
About Multiplicity of the Ways of the good Deeds 
[The acts of worship, the obligatory and the voluntary, do 


not alone constitute the means by which man draws near his 
Lord. No, each action and deed that is done purely and 
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sincerely for Allah 3 is an act of worship. Do not doubt this 
for Allah’s Bounty is spacious, as described in the Noble 
Koran by many verses. Allah 3 says: 


“Neither those who disbelieve among the people of the 
Scripture (the Jews and the Christians) nor the polytheists like 
that there should be sent down unto you any good from your 
Lord. But Allah chooses for His Mercy whom He wills. And 
Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty *” And 


(v6 doe dl) € pee Send Say 
“He (Allah 88) selects for His Merey (Islam, the Koran 


and Prophethood) whom He wills and Allah is the Owner of 
Great Bounty. *” (3: 74) 
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The Messenger of Allah 3 clarifies the matter as saying: 


Narrated bu-Zarr: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4 said: 
“Receiving your (Muslim) brother with a smile is a charitable 
deed. Enjoining what is commanded by the religion is a charitable 
deed. Prohibiting what is prohibited by the religion is a charitable 
deed. Guiding a man ina place he does not know is a charitable 
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deed. Removing the pebbles, the throne, and the bones from the 
road is a charitable deed. And pouring of you bucket in your 
brother’s bucket is a charitable deed. ” And 


was walking he found a thomy branch in the middle of the street 
and he removed it. Allah && thanked him and forgave his sins."” 
And 


BBE AN Soup Gf cate ail py Ba To, 


oa ols 8 Bu Co be 
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Narrated Abu-Huraira @: ‘Allah's Messenger said: 
"While a man was walking he felt thirsty and went down into 
a well and drank. When he came out of it, he saw a dog 
panting and eating mud because of excessive thirst. The man 
said: "This dog is suffering from thirst as I have suffered.” 
So, he (went down into the well), filled his shoe with water, 
caught hold of it with his teeth and climbed up and gave it to 
the dog to drink. Allah 3& thanked him for this (good) deed 
and fergave him." The people asked: "O Allah's Messenger! 
Is there a reward for us in serving animals?” He replied: "Yes, 
there is a reward for serving any living creature." (Bukhari) 


Thus, a Muslim has many chances to increase his rewards 
by doing any good deeds that benefit a human being, an 
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animal, or a bird, provided he does this only for Allah’s sake 
as there is no limit to Allah’s Bounty. 


And now, it is time to study what Imam Al-Nawawi 
compiled in this regard. So, let us turn to it.] 


Gils Gat Ay lal 8 a Ce Ulf te lig 
(132 5 jab) (pe glob Bb REL dat i, CSO, 
Allah 3 said: 


“They ask you (O Muhammad!) what they should spend. 
Say: ‘Whatever you spend of good must be for parents and 
kindred and orphans and the needy and the wayfarers, and 
whatever you do of good deeds, truly, Allah knows it well.” 
2" 215) And 


28 oll ead ol yey Hl Bie Je OP 
(9k) 
“Whosoever does a good deed, it is for his own-self, and 


whosoever does evil, it is against (his own-self). Then to your 
Lord you will be returned. *” (45: 15) 


There are many verses related to this topic. As to the 
Hadiths, they are too many to count, So, we will just mention 
few of them: 


(GG a Ge Call ES ) <0 Gall ol gh su (a ead J 
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85. Narrated Abu-Zarr : “I asked the Prophet # What is 
the best deed?” He replied: “To believe in Allah and to fight 
for His Cause.” I then asked: "What is the best kind of 
manumission (of slaves)?” He replied: “The manumission of 
the most expensive slave and the one most beloved by his 
master.” I said: "If T cannot afford to do that?” He said: "Help 
the weak or do good for a person who cannot work for 
himself.” I said: "If T cannot do that?” He said: "Refrain from 
harming others. For, this will be regarded as a charitable deed 
for your own good.”” (Bukhari) 


A ye ele US a shy si ate TEA tae “00 
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86. Narrated Abu-Huraira 4s” ‘Allah's Messenger 3 
said: "One should give in charity for every joint of the human 
body (as a sign of gratitude to Allah) everyday the sun rises. 
To judge justly between two people is regarded as giving in 
charity; and to help « man concerning his riding animal by 
helping him to ride it or by lifting his luggage on to it, is also 
regarded as giving in charity; 10 say a good word is also 
giving in charity; every step taken on one's way to offer the 
compulsory prayer (in the mosque) is also giving in charity; 
and to remove a harmful thing from the path is also giving in 
charity.” (Bukhari) 
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87. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘Some poor people came to 
the Prophet # and said: "The wealthy people will get higher 
rewards and will have permanent enjoyment. They offer the 
prayer as we do and observe fasting as we do. They have 
more money with which they can perform Al-Hajj and Al- 
Oma, fight and struggle in Allah's Cause, and give in charity. 
The Prophet 3% said: “Would I not tell you a thing that if you 
acted on it you would draw near to those who have surpassed 
you? Nobody would precede you and you would be better 
than the people amongst whom you live, except those who 
would do the same, Say Sobhan Allah WAlhamdo lillah Allah 
‘Akbar thirty three times each after every (compulsory) prayer.” 


Sie be BIY 8 aN Ohl) OH 8 ate ob LI De -AN 
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88. Narrated Abu-Zarr : ‘Allah's Messenger 3 said: 
"Do not consider any act of goodness insignificant, even if it 
is meeting your brother with a cheerful face *” (Muslim) 


Bhiscivasttht Sb eb py E 
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89. Narrated Abu-Huraira  : ‘Allah's Messenger 3 
said: "One should give in charity for every joint of the human 
body (as a sign of gratitude to Allah) everyday the sun rises. 
To judge justly between two people is regarded as giving in 
charity, and to help a man concerning his riding animal by 
helping him to ride it or by lifting his luggage on to it, is also 
tegarded as giving in charity, to say a good word is also giving 
in charity, every step taken on one’s way t o offer the compulsory 
prayer (in the mosque) is also giving in charity and to remove a 
harmful thing from the way is also giving in charity." (Bukhari) 


el ets sake Nae ye cB ae Gl oe 


ng JEM 4a sl chy Sf se Uils ai 

90. Narrated Abu-Huraira at; ‘The Prophet 2 said: 
“Allah will prepare for him who goes to the mosque in the 
early morning and in the afternoon (for the congregational 
prayer) an honorable place in Paradise with good hospitality 
whenever he so does. 
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91. Narrated Abu-Huraira t: ‘The Prophet 3% said: “O 
Muslim women! None of you should look down upon the gift 


sent by her neighbor even if she presented her with a meatless 
ewe’s hoof (fleshless part of legs).”” (Bukhari) 
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92. Narrated Abu-Zarr: “The Messenger of Allah 48 said: 
“Receiving your (Muslim) brother with a smile is a charitable 
deed. Enjoining what is commanded by the religion is a 
charitable deed. Prohibiting what is prohibited by the religion is 
a charitable deed. Guiding a man in a place he does not know is 
a charitable deed. Removing the pebbles, the throne, and the 
bones from the road is a charitable deed, And pouring of you 
bucket in your brother’s bucket is a charitable deed,” 
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93. Narrated Abu-Huraira 4s: ‘Allah's Messengers said: 
"While a man was walking he felt thirsty and went down into 
a well and drank. When he came out, he saw a dog panting 
and eating mud because of excessive thirst. The man said: 
“This dog is suffering from thirst as I have suffered.” So, he 
(went down into the well), filled his shoe with water, caught 
hold of it with his teeth and climbed up and gave it to the dog to 
drink, Allah 3% thanked him for this (good) deed and forgave 
him." The people asked: "O Allah's Messenger! Is there a 
reward for us in serving (the) animals?” He replied: "Yes, 
there is a reward for serving any living creature.” (Bukhari) 
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94, Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Messenger of Allah 38 
said: “He that performed wodou’ perfectly, then he came to 
the Friday Prayer, sat as near as possible (to the imam), and 
listened with calmness and attention, the sins he committed 
from the last Friday until that one will be forgiven, plus an 
extra period of three days and he that touched the pebbles, he 
is considered as uttering nonsense .” 
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95. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Messenger of Allah 5 = 
said: “When a Muslim or a believing servant performs 
ablution and washes his face, each sin his eyes have 
committed drops with the water, or with the last drop of 
water, or he said similar words to that effect. And when he 
washes his hands, each sin his hands have committed drops 
with the water or with the last drop of water until he comes 
out purified from sins.” 
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96. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Messenger of Allah % 
said: “The five prayers and the Friday prayers atone for (the 
sins) in between them, as long as the major sins have not been 
committed.” (At-Termizi ) 
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97. Narrated Abu-Huraira "The Messenger of Allah 3 
said: “Should I guide you to what Allah effaces sins with, and 
raises ranks with?” They said: "Yes indeed O Messenger of 
Allah!.” He said: “Perfecting wodou’, even it is inconvenient 
for one of you’, having as many paces to the mosques as you 
can, and waiting for the prayer after the prayer °.”"(At-Termizi ). 
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98. Narrated Abu-Musa 2s: ‘Allah's Messenger # said: 


“Whoever performed the two prayers ( referring to Al-asr and 
Al-fajr ) will enter Paradise.” (Bukhari) 


wi fc seule t 
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5 Such as during freezing weather or when one feels pain due to 
using water. 

® This means to intend performing a next prayer after performing 
the present one. This does not mean that one abandons the lawful 
means of earning living and stays in the mosque all the time. 
{trans.] 
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99, Narrated Imran ibn Hosayn: ‘T asked the Messenger of 
Allah % about a man’s prayer while sitting and he said: “He that 
performed the prayer standing, is better. And he that performed 
the prayer sitting, he will have half the reward of the one 
performing it standing. And he that performed it lying down 
will have the half reward of the one performing it sitting.”” 


Some of the people of knowledge said that this Hadith refers 
to the voluntary prayer. AlHasan said: ‘A man has the free 
choice to perform the voluntary prayer standing, sitting, or 
lying down.’ The people of knowledge differed about the sick 
person who cannot perform the prayer sitting. Some of them 
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said that he should perform it lying down on his right side, 
and some others said that he should perform it lying down on 
his back with his feet facing qibla. 

Sofyan Al-Thawri said that the Hadith that says: “And he 
that performed the prayer sitting, will have half the reward of 
the one performing it standing,” refers to the one who is 
healthy or who that has no valid excuse [for sitting] when he 
performs the voluntary prayers. As for the one who is sick or 


has a valid excuse and performed the prayer sitting, he will 
have the same reward as the one performing it standing. 
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100, Narrated Jaber ibn Abdullah (may Allah be pleased 
with them): ‘The Prophet 3 said: “Enjoining all that is just is 
a giving in charity.”” (Bukhari) 
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101. Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘Allah's Messenger 3 
said: “There is none amongst the Muslims who plants a tree 
or sows seeds and then a bird, or a person, or an animal eats 
from it, but it is regarded as a charitable gift from him.” 
(Bukhari) 
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102. Abdullah ibn Amr (may Allah be pleased with them) 
narrated that Allah's Messenger 3 said: “There ate forty good 
qualities (virtuous deeds) and the best of them is the 
Maneehah’ of a goat, and anyone who does one of these 
virtuous deeds hoping for Allah's Reward, with firm 
confidence that he will get it, then Allah will admit him into 
Paradise because of it.” (Bukhari) 
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103. Narrated Uday ibn Hatem .s: ‘While | was sitting 
with Allah's Messenger 3 two people came to him, one of 
them complained about his poverty and the other complained 
about the prevalence of robberies. Allah's Messenger 3 said: 
“As regards stealing and robberies, there will shortly come a 
time when a caravan will go to Mecca (from Madina) without 
any guard. And regarding poverty, the Hour (the Day of 
Judgment) will not be established until one of you walks 


7 Al Maneehah is giving a goat, ewe, or a camel to some one for 
them to drink its milk, Al Maneehah is to be returned to its original 
owner. 
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around with a charitable donation and will not find anybody 
to accept it. And (no doubt) each one of you will stand in 
front of Allah 38 and there will be neither a screen nor an 
interpreter between him and Allah &%. Allah will ask him: 
“Have Inot given you wealth?” He will reply in the 
affirmative. Allah 3 will further ask: “Have I not sent a 
Messenger to you?” And again that person will reply in the 
affirmative. Then he will look to his right and he will see 
nothing but Hellfire and he will look to his left and will see 
nothing but Hellfire. So let each one of you save himself from 
Hellfire, even by giving half of a dried-date (in charity). And 
if you do not find a half of a dried-date (to give in charity), 
then (you can do it through saying) a kind wordto your 
Muslim brother.”” (Bukhari 
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104. Narrated Abu-Musa 4: ‘The Prophet 3% said: “Every 
Muslim has to give in charity. The people asked: "O Allah's 
Prophet! If someone has nothing to give, what should he do?” 
He said: “He should work with his hands and benefit himself 
and also give in charity (from what he earns).” The people 
further asked: "If he cannot do even that? “ He replied: “He 
should help the one needing help.” Then the people asked: "If 
he cannot do that? He replied: “Then he should perform all 
that is good (i.e. enjoin what is just (Islamic Monotheism, 
and all that Islam has ordained)) and keep away from all 
that is evil (i.e. disbelief, polytheism, and all that Islam has 
forbidden) and these will be regarded as charitable deeds.” 
(Bukhari) 
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Chapter (14) 
About Moderation in the Acts of Obedience 
[Islam is the religion of moderation and case. It is the 
religion that gives the body and the spirit their due rights. A 


Muslim is forbidden to neglect his lawful desires that support 
him to worship Allah s& moderately. 


The Muslim should work for the Hereafter as if he could 
die the next day and he should work for his life as if he could 
live forever. Thus, moderation in the acts of worship and in 
enjoyment of the worldly delights is ordered by Islam. 

Those who go to the extremes are liable to go astray and 
are not liable to reach the destination they hope for. 


Allah 3% mentions this in His Book, The Noble Koran, 
which narrates to us what the wise men said to Qaroon 
(Korah): 
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“Verily, Qaroon (Korah) was of Moses people, but he 

behaved arrogantly towards them. And We gave him of the 

treasures that of which the keys would have been a burden to 

a body of strong men. Remember when his people said to 

him: ‘Do not rejoice (with ungratefulness to Allah's Favors). 

Verily! Allah likes not the jubilant (with ungratefulness to 
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Allah's Favors). * But seek, with that (wealth) which Allah 
has bestowed on you, the home of the Hereafier, and forget 
not your portion of lawful enjoyment in this world; and do 
good as Allah has been good to you, and seek not mischief in 
the land. Verily, Allah likes not the those who do mischief. *” 
(28: 16-77) 


The Noble Koran wonders about those who deprive 
themselves from enjoyment of the wholesome things that 
Allah && has permitted them to enjoy, drawing their attention 
to the fact that only unwholesome things along with open and 
concealed Jeweness ate doipicdeny The Noble Koran says: 
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Vlei of Ubi « USA Gal Sat oly all gk Gay Ay, 
(ry-1 Gist C (rr) Gosh YG ah ke 


“O Children of Adam! Take your adornment (by wearing 
your clean clothes) while praying (and going round Ka'aba), 
and eat and drink, but waste not through extravagance. 
Certainly, He (Allah) likes not those who waste through 
extravagance. * Say (O Muhammad!): “Who has forbidden 
the adoration with clothes given by Allah, which He has 
produced for His slaves, and the wholesome sustenance (He 
has provided you with)?" Say: "They are, in the life of this 
world, for those who believe (and) exclusively for them (the 
believers) on the Day of Resurrection (the disbelievers will 
not share them)." Thus We expound the verses in detail for 
people who have knowledge, * Say: (O Muhammad!): "(But) 
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the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are Al-fawahish 
(the great evil sins, every kind of unlawful sexual intercourse 
and the like) whether committed openly or secretly, 
unrighteous oppression, joining partners (in worship) with 
Allah for which He has given no authority, and saying things 
about Allah of which you have no knowledge."” (7: 31-33) 


Some of those who proscribe what Allah s& has legalized 
abandon wealth under the false claim that it is evil for man to 
have wealth. The Messenger of Allah 38 refutes their 
allegation in the following Hadith compiled by Iba Majah: 
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Narrated Abdullah ibn Khobayb from his cousin: ‘Once, we 
were sitting and the Prophet came with some traces of water 
on his hair. We said: "We see you in good mood today.” The 
Prophet 3§ said: “Indeed, this true.” The people started talking 
about riches and the Messenger of Allah 4 said: “There is no 
harm in wealth as long as one fears Allah &8. There is no harm 


in health as long as one fears Allah a. And being contended 
is of blessing.” 


This Hadith shows that the Muslim is permitted to 
possess any property under the following conditions: 

1. That they are eamed lawfully (i.e. he should not to go to 
the extreme and steals them, etc.). At the same time, he is 
forbidden from slackening in obtaining legitimately earned 
property. 
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2. That they should be used lawfully (i.e. he should not to 
go to the extreme and use them wastefully or withhold 
them).3. That any due zakat should be paid on them. 


In the following Hadith, the Messenger of Allah 38 sheds 
light about this subject. The Hadith says: 
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Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘The Messenger of Allah 3& said: 
“Who takes these words to act on them or teach others to act 
on them?"Abu-Huraira said: "I take them Messenger of 
Allah!” Abu-Huraira said: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 held 
me by the hand and counted five things. He said: “Ward off 
the prohibitions, so that you would be one of those who 
worship Allah s& much, Be satisfied with what Allah 3 gives 
you, so that you would be the richest among people, Treat 
you neighbor kindly, so that you would be a believer. Love 
for other people what you love for yourself, so that you would 
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be a Muslim. And do not laugh much for laughing much 
deadens the heart.” 


Seeing the acts of worship of the Messenger of Allah 3 
whose past and future misdeeds were forgiven, some 
companions feared lest they would be deprived of the high 
ranks in paradise, so they decided to abandon worldly 
delights totally. When the Messenger of Allah 4% heard about 
this he forbade them to do so, as the following Hadith states: 
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Narrated Anas ibn Malek 4: ‘A group of three men 
came to the houses of the wives of the Prophet 48 to ask what 
he acts of worship performs. When they were informed about 
this, they considered their worship to be insufficient and said: 
“How far we are from the Prophet 4 and his past and future 
sins have been forgiven.” Then one of them said: "I will 
forever offer prayer the whole night through.” The other said: 
I will observe fasting for a whole year and I will not break 
my fasting.” The third said: "I will keep away from women 
and will never marry.” Allah's Messenger 3 came to them 
and said: “Are you the people who said such and such? By 
Allah, 1am more submissive to Allah and more afraid of Him 
than you. Yet I observe fasting and break fasting. I offer 
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prayer and I also sleep, and I marry women. So he who docs 
not follow my Suna (legal ways) in religion is not from me 
(Le. he is not one of my followers).”* (Bukhari) 
Now, let us see what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in this 
regard.| 
Allah 3% said: 
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“Ta Ha * We have not sent down the Koran unto you 
(O Muhammad!) that you would be distressed ** (20: 1-2) 
And 


19H, Had 1 LS, tab hh oe tg a Che 
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“The month of Ramadhan, in which was revealed the 
Koran, a guidance for mankind and clear proofs for the 
guidance and the criterion (between right and wrong). So 
whoever of you sighted (the crescent on the first night of) the 
month (of Ramadhan, i.e. he is present in his homeland and 
he is not traveling), must observe fasting that month, and 
whoever is ill or on a journey, the same number (of days 
which one did not observe fasting must be made up for) from 
other days. Allah intends for you ease, and He does not want 
to make things difficult for you. (He wants that you) must 
complete the same number (of days), and that you must magnify 
Allah for having guided you so that you may be grateful to Him. 
ww (2”: 185) 
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105. Narrated A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her): 
“Once the Prophet # came while a woman was sitting with 
me. He said: “Who is she?” I replied: "She is so and so, and 
told him about her (excessive) praying.” He said 
(disapprovingly): “Do (good) deeds that are within your 
capacity, (without being overtaxed) as Allah 3 does not 
cease from giving rewards until you cease in doing good 
deeds, And the most loved acts of worship to Allah 3% are 
those that are done regularly.”” (Bukhari) 
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106. Narrated Anas ibn Malek gs: ‘A group of three men 
came to the houses of the wives of the Prophet 8 to ask what 
he acts of worship performs. When they were informed about 
this, they considered their worship to be insufficient and said: 
How far we are fiom the Prophet % and his past and future 
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sins have been forgiven.” Then one of them said: "I 
forever offer prayer the whole night through.” The other said: 
“I will observe fasting for a whole year and I will not break 
my fasting.” The third said: "I will keep away from women 
and will never marty.” Allah's Messenger 38 came to them 
and said: “Are you the people who said such and such? By 
Allah, Tam more submissive to Allah and more afraid of Him 
than you. Yet I observe fasting and break fasting. 1 offer 
prayer and I also sleep, and I marry women. So he who does 
not follow my Sunna (legal ways) in religion is not from me 
(ie. he is not one of my followers).”” (Bukhari) 
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107. Narrated Abu-Huraira_ : ‘Allah's Messenger 4 said: 
“The deeds of anyone of you will not save you (from the 
(Hellfire).” They said: “Even you (will not be saved by your 
deeds), O Allah's Messenger?” He said: “No, even I (will not 
be saved) unless and until Allah protects me with His Grace 
and His Mercy. Therefore, do good deeds properly, sincerely, 
and moderately, and worship Allah in the forenoon and in the 
afternoon and during a part of the night. So, cling to moderation 


that you would reach your destination. So, cling to moderation 
that you would reach your destination.”” (Bukhari) 
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108. Narrated Anas ibn Malck @: ‘Once the Prophet 3 
entered and saw a rope hanging in between its two pillars. He 
said: “What is this rope?” They said: "It is a rope for Zyinab 
who, when she feels tired (while performing the voluntary 
prayer) she supports herself with it.” The Prophet 3 said: 
“Remove the rope. You should offer the prayer (At-Tahajjod 
prayer) as long as you feel able, and when you get tired, sit 
down.” (Bukhari) 
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109. Narrated A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her): 
‘Allah's Messenger # said: “If anyone of you felt drowsy 
while offering the prayer, he should go to bed (sleep) until his 
slumber is over, for if one is praying while drowsy one does 
not know whether one is asking for forgiveness or for a bad 


thing for oneself.” (Bukhari) 
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110. Narrated Anas ibn Malek : ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
was one of those who performed the prayer extremely briefly, 
yet it was the most perfect prayer.’ (At-Termizi ) 
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111. Narrated Abu-Johayfa: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
made a contract of brother Hud between Salman and Abu Al- 
Darda'a. When Salman visited Abu Al-Darda'a, he saw Umm 
Al-Darda'a looking unsightly. He asked her about her state 
and she replied: "Your brother Abu Al-Darda'a has 
abandoned the worldly delights.”” Abu-Johayfa said: ‘When 
Abu Al-Darda'a came he prepared food and served it to 
Salman and said: "Eat for [ am fasting.” Salman said: "I will 
never eat until you eat.”” Abu-Johayfah said: ‘So they ate. 
During the night Abu Al-Darda'a rose to perform the 
voluntary night prayer. Salman said to him: “Sleep.” So he 
slept. After some time he got up once again to perform the 
voluntary night prayer, Salman said to him: “Sleep.” So he 
slept. When it was just before dawn Salman said to him: "Get 
up now,” and they performed the voluntary night prayer. 
Then, Salman said to him: “Indeed, your soul has a right on 
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you, your Lord has a right on you, your guest has a right on 
you, and your spouse has a right on you, so give each one 
their due right.” They came to the Prophet 3 and mentioned 
this to him. The Prophet 3 said: “Salman has told the truth.” 
(At-Termizi ) 
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112. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr (may Allah be pleased 
with them): ‘Allah's Messenger 38 was informed that I had 
taken an oath to fast daily and to pray (the whole night) 
throughout my life (so Allah's Messenger 38 came to me and 
asked whether it was correct) and I replied: "Let my parents 
be sacrificed for you! For truly, I have said so.” The Prophet 
#¥ said: "You should not do that. Fast for few days and then 
stop it for few days, pray, and sleep. Fast three days a month, 
as the reward of a good deed is multiplied ten times and that 
will be equal to one year of fasting." I replied: "I can bear 
more than that.” The Prophet 3% said to me: "Fast one day and 
give up fasting two days.” I replied: “I can bear more than 
that.” The Prophet 3¥ said: "Then Fast every other day. That is 
the fasting of Prophet David sé! and that is the best fasting." I 
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said: "I have the power to fast more than that.” The Prophet 3 
said: "There is no better fasting than that." (Bukhari) 
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113. Hanzala Al-Osayyidi, who was one of the scribes of the 
Messenger of Allah 3, said that he passed by Abu-Bakr 
weeping, Abu-Bakr said to him: “What is wrong with you 
Hanzala!” Hanzala said: "Hanzala has committed hypocrisy 
Abu-Bakr | When we are with the Messenger of Allah 3 he 
reminds us of Paradise and Hellfire, as if we see them with our 
own eyes, but when we return to our wives and possessions we 
forget much.” Abu-Bakr said: "By Allah, we suffer the same. 
So, let us go to the Messenger of Allah 4.” We went to the 
Messenger of Allah 3%. When he saw us he said: “What is wrong 
with you Hanzala!” Hantzala said: "Hanzala has committed 
hypocrisy Messenger of Allah! When we ere with you 
Messenger of Allah, you remind us of Paradise and Hellfire, and 
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it is as if we see them with our own eyes, but when we return to 
our wives and possessions we forget much.” Hanzala said: "The 
Messenger of Allah 3s said: “Had you clung to the state you 
leave me, the angels would shake hands with you in your seats, 
pathways, and on your beds. But Hanzala! One should fulfill 
his obligations (to give the due rights of Allah 3& to Him, 
etc,).” (At-Termizi ) 
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114. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with 
thom): ‘While the Prophet 3 wa: delivering a vpeech, he saw 
‘aman standing up, so he asked about that man, They said: “It 
is Abu-Israel who has vowed that he will stand and never sit 
down, and he will never come into the shade, nor speak to 
anybody, and will always fast. The Prophet 38: “Order him to 
speak and tell him to come into the shade, and make him sit 


down, but let him complete his fast. (Bukhari) 
ea aure 
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Chapter( 15 ) 
About Continuing to do Good Deeds 
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“Has not the time come for the hearts of those who 
believe (in the Oneness of Allah) to be affected by Allah's 
Reminder (this Koran), and that which has been revealed of the 
truth, lest they become as those who received the Scripture (the 
Torah) and Al-Injeel before (ic. the Jews and the Christians), 
and the term was prolonged for them and so their hearts were 
hardened? And many of them were rebellious. *” (57: 16) And 


i tly a 8 
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“Then, We sent after them Our Messengers; and We sent 
Jesus, son of Mary, and gave him Al-Injeel. And We ordained 
in the hearts of those who followed him, compassion and 
mercy, But the Monasticism that they invented for 
themselves, We did not prescribe for them, but (they sought 
it) only to please Allah therewith, but that they did not 
observe it with the correct observance. So We gave those 
among them who believed, their (due) reward, but many of 
them are rebellious. *” (57: 27) And 
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“And be not like the one who undoes the thread that she 
has spun afer it has become strong, by taking your oaths as a 
means of deception among yourselves, lest a nation may be 
given superiority over another. Allah only tests you by this 
(ie. who obeys Allah and fulfils Allah's Covenant and who 
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disobeys Allah and breaks Allah's Covenant). And on the Day 
of Resurrection, He will certainly make clear to you that 
wherein you used to differ. *” (16: 92) And 


(nay Cali 


“And worship your Lord until there comes unto you the 
certainty (death). *”(15: 99) 


oar Spee a cae eae ose shy 


As to the Hadiths, we mention the following: 

115. Narrated Omar ibn Al-Khattab: ‘The Messenger of 
‘Allah # said: “He that overslept and did not serve his Hizb® 
or a part of it and recited it between the time of performing 
Al-Fajt and Ath-Thohr Prayers, it will be recorded for him as 
if he had recited it by night.” 


* Al Hizb, literally means party. It has two meanings in the Islamic 
terms: a) One half of a Joz’ of the Noble Koran. The Koran is 
divided into thirty Joz's. b) What a Muslim abides to of good 
deeds, i.e. reciting the Noble Koran, doing any form of 
remembrance of Allah such as At-Tasbeeh, At-Tahmeed, At- 
Tahleel, or doing good deeds such as performing a specific 
number of Raka’as voluntarily, for the sake of Allah, This is what is 
meant here. 
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116. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr ibn Al-A'as (may Allah 

be pleased with them): ‘Allah's Messenger 8 said to me: “O 
Abdullah! Do not be like so-and-so who used to offer (Al- 


Tahjjod prayer) and then slackened from _ performing 
it”(Bukhari) 


Vgdlally Aaah (ple Aaa yt 6b a 
Chapter (16) 
About Acting upon Sunna’ 


[A Muslim should submit and respond to whatever is 
imposed by the Noble Koran and Suna, even if that matter 
contradicts his personal wishes and whims. He must respond 
to the commandments of Allah 3 and His Messenger 38. A 
believer finds it easy to say: 
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® Sunna, the traditions conveyed to us from the Prophet 
Muhammad comprising his sayings, deeds, and his tacit 
approval of some actions. It explains and integrates with the Noble 
Koran., so no one can understand Islam, except through Sunna 
The duties of Islam are mentioned generally in the Noble Koran, 
but Sunna explains how to perform them. The Noble Koran does 
not explain to us how to perform the prayer, how to pay zakat (ie. 
what articles of properties are subject to zakat), etc. (Dr. Reda if 
this is not a translation, it needs tidying up!) 
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“The only saying of the faithful believers, when they are 
called to Allah (His Words, the Koran and Sunna) and His 
Messenger (Suna), to judge between them, is that they say: 
"We hear and we obey." And such are the prosperous ones 
(who will live forever in Paradise).*" (24: 51) 


Thus, the behavior of a Muslim should comply with the 
instructions of Islam and he is to abandon whatever 
contradicts them. He should dress in the way ordered by 
Islam, eat in the way ordered by Islam, sleep in the way 
ordered by Islam, ete. 


This guarantees that his actions would be acts of worship, 
which deserves reward from Allah 3% even if they were done 
to satisfy a human desire. 
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For such an end, the Messe: of Allah 3 said: 


Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri: ‘The Messenger of Allah 
% said: “He that earned (his livelihood) lawfully, behaved in 
accordance with Sunna, and the people are rendered safe from 
his harm, would be admitied into Paradise.” A man. said: 
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"There are many people who do so? The Messenger of Allah 
38 said: “And it will be existent in generations afier me,” 

Based on this, we should comply with Sunna so that our 
deeds will be accepted. 


let us see what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled to 
in this topic.] 


aid: 
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“What Allah gave as booty (Al Fay") to His Messenger 
from the people of the townships, it is for Allah, His 
Messenger, the kindred (of Messenger %), the orphans, the 
needy, and the wayfarer, in order that it may not become a 
fortune dealt with by few of the rich people among you. And 
whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad 38) gives you, take it, 
and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it), And fear 
Allah, verily Allah is Severe in punishment .*” (59: 7) And 


reat) CATA WA UL OY) ela oe GbE 


“Nor does he (the Prophet Muhammad #8) speak of (his 
own) desire. * It is only a Revelation revealed. *” (53: 3-4) 
And 


Al Fay' differs from booty. The former comprises any revenue 
that came to the Muslim public treasury without any fighting. Booty 
is what is taken from the enemies through war. 
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“Say (O Muhammad!): “If you (truly) love Allah then 
follow me, Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. 
And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. *” (3:31) And 
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“Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad #) you 
have a good example to follow for who hopes for 
(meeting with) Allah, (for him who believes in) the Last Day, 
and for him who remembers Allah much, *” (33: 21) And 
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“But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they 
make you (0 Muhammad!) a judge in all disputes between 
them, and find in themselves no resistance against your 
decisions, and accept (them) with full submission. *” (4: 65) 
And 
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“OQ you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger 
(Muhammad 4 and those of you (Muslims) who are in 
authority. (And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, 
refer it to Allah and His Messenger 3 if you believe in Allah 
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and in the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final 
determination *” S: 4-59. 


Commenting on the last verse, the people of knowledge 
say that what is meant is the Book of Allah 38 and Sunna of 
the Prophet 3 


(Uae pele ly) ta TS oe ail GUL 2 
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This is confirmed by other verses: 


“He who obeys the Messenger (Muhammad 3%) has indeed 
obeyed Allah, but he who turns away, then we have not sent 
you (O Muhammad!) a watcher over them, *” (4: 80) And 
OLA, Gash te gg 38 us Le Lal i 
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“And thus, We have sent to you (O Muhammad!) a 
Revelation, and a Mercy of Our Command. You knew not 
what is the Book, nor what is faith (before revealing this to 
you). But We have made it (this Koran) a light wherewith We 
guide whosoever of Our servants We will. And verily, you (O 
Muhammad!), most surely, guide (mankind) to the Straight 
Path (i.e. Allah's Religion of Islamic Monotheism). The Path 
of Allah, to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all 
that is in the earth. Verily, all matters at the end are to Allah. 
*” (42: 52-53) And 
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“Make not the calling out to the Messenger (Muhammad 

38) among you as your calling out to one another. Allah 
knows those of you who slip away under shelter (of some 
excuse without taking the permission to leave, from the 
Messengers). And let those who oppose the Messenger's 
commandment (i.e. his Sunna) beware, lest some trial befall 


them or a painful torment be inflicted on them. *” (24: 63) 
And 
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“And remember (O you the members of the Prophet's 
family the Graces of your Lord), that which is recited in your 
houses of the Verses of Allah and Al-Hikma (ie. Prophet's 
Sunna) Verily, Allah is Ever Most Courteous, Well- 
Acquainted with all things. *” (33: 34) 


It is obvious that the verses to this effect are numerous. As 
tothe Hadiths, we mention the following examples: 
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117. Narrated Abu-Huraira (may Allah be pleased with 
him): ‘The Prophet % said: "Leave me (don't ask me about 
things which I don't mention or explain to you) as long as I 


leave you, for, the people who were before you were ruined 
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because of their (excessive) questions and their differences 
with their Prophets. So, if I forbid you from something then 
keep away from it. And if I order you to do something then, 
do of it as much as you can." (Bukhari) 
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118. Narrated Al-Irbadh ibn Sariya: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 3 delivered an eloquent speech that caused our eyes to 
shed tears and our hearts to be greatly moved. A man said: 
“This is the speech of a man who will depart from this life 
soon. What would you recommend us Messenger of Allah!” 
He said: “I recommend you fear Allah and hear and obey, 
even if an Ethiopian slave is your ruler. For, he of you will 
live long, will see great disputes. And keep away from the 
innovated practices, for they are misleading. He of you would 
witness this let him adhere to the Sunna of mine and that of 
the rightly guided caliphs. Stick to it firmly.” (At-Termizi ) 


Al WS) 1058 a UL OI lel ea HA 
we) 2D oh ay el Uses Ga | (od oY Ka Oy ky 
wg deal lgy (od Sb thee tas A Us Set 


242 


Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
(Abridged) 


119, Narrated Abu-Huraira s: “Allah's Messenger 3 
said: “All my followers will enter Paradise except those who 
refuse.” They said: “O Allah's Messenger! Who will refuse?” 
He said: “Whoever obeys me will enter Paradise, and 
whoever disobeys me is the one who refuses (to enter it).”” 
(Bukhari) 
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120, Narrated Al-No'aman ibn Basher .#: ‘The Prophet 


(pbuh) said: “Straighten your rows or Allah will alter your 
faces.” (Bukhari) 
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121, Narrated Abu-Musa i” ‘One night a house in 
Madina was bumt along with its occupants. The people 
informed the Prophet % about them and he said: “This fire is 


indeed your enemy, so whenever you go to bed, put it out (to 
protect yourselves)."" (Bukhari) 
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122. Narrated Abu-Musa <: ‘The Prophet 3% said: “The 
example of guidance and knowledge with which Allah has 
sent me is like abundant rain falling on the earth, some of 
which were fertile soil that absorbed the rainwater and 
brought forth vegetation and grass in abundance. (And) 
another portion of it was hard and held the rainwater and 
Allah benefited the people therewith. They utilized it for 
drinking, (watering their animals, irrigating their fields for 
cultivation, etc.). (And) a portion of it was swampy that could 
neither hold water nor bring forth vegetation (and that land 
gave no benefits). The first is the example of the person who 
comprehends Allah 's Religion (Islam) and derives benefit 
(from the knowledge) which Allah 3% has revealed through 
me, learns it, then, teaches it to others. The (last example is 
that of a) person who does not care for it and does not take 
Allah 's Guidance revealed through me (He is) like that barren 
land.” (Bukhari) 


123. Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with 
them): ‘The Prophet #8 said: “You will be gathered (on the 
Day of Judgment), barefooted, naked and not circumcised.” 
He then recited: 
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“And (remember) the Day when We shall roll up the 
heavens like a scroll rolled up for books. As We began the 


first creation, We shall repeat it. (It is) a promise binding 
upon Us. Truly, We shall do it. *” (21: 104) 
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The Messenger of Allah 4 added: “The first to be dressed 
on the Day of Resurrection, will be Abraham. Some of my 
companions will be taken towards the left side (ie. to 
Hellfire), and I will say: 'My companions ! My companions!” 
It will be said: ’They were renegades after you had left them.’ 
Then I will say as the pious servant of Allah, Jesus 2% said: 
‘I You punish them, they are Your slaves, and if You forgive 
them, verily You, only You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 
#5: 118) 


woe 
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Chapter (17) 

About Properly Accepting Allah’s Judgment 
Allah 3& said: 
SEY Mile a ed A Ge oles YL, LAD 
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“But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they 
make you (O Muhammad!) a judge in all disputes between 
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them, and find in themselves no resistance against your 
decisions, and accept (them) with full submission. *”(4: 65) And 


1a ol Ae aL at Led Hy Gael od oS Ly 
(ev o9) Coshitd ai GbE be 

“The only saying of the faithful believers, when they are 
called to Allah (His Words, the Koran and Sunna) and His 
Messenger (Sunna), to judge between them, is that they say: 


"We hear and we obey." And such are the prosperous ones 
(who will live forever in Paradise). *” (24: 51) 


As to the Hadiths, it is sufficient to refer to the following 
Hadith. 


sh se aS pally | 
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124 Narrated Abu-Huraira ss: ‘The Prophet 3 said: 
"Leave me (don't ask me about things which I don't mention 
or explain to you) as long as I leave you, for, the people who 
were before you were ruined because of their (excessive) 
questions and their differences with their Prophets. So, if I 
forbid you something then keep away from it. And if I order 
you to do something then, do of it, as much as you can." 
(Bukhari) 
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ag cilbsoes Ea © ctl cd Gl A 
Chapter( 18) 


About Forbidding Innovation (Foundationless 
Religious Practices) 


[Allah 3 said: 
each, « al Pa st ke, sal PARED A 4S AD 
& aA uy as te YY gia sl ws iasan, ge aa, sg sal, 


(rebar oi dy ne Ok Shoes ord Se 
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“Forbidden to you (for food) are dead animals, blood, the 
Mesh of swine, and that on which Allah's Name has not been 
mentioned while slaughtering, (i.e. that has been slaughtered 
as a sacrifice for other besides Allah, or that has been 
slaughtered for idols) and that which has been killed by 
strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by a 
goring of homs, and that which has been (partly) eaten by a 
wild animal, - unless you are able to slaughter it (before its 
death) - and that which is sacrificed (slaughtered) on An- 
Nosob (stone altars). (Forbidden) also is to use arrows for 
seeking luck or a decision; (all) that is disobedience to Allah 
and (major) sin). This day, those who disbelieved have given 
up all hope of your religion; fear them not, but fear Me. This 
day, [ have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favo r 
upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion. But 
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as for him who is forced by severe hunger, with no inclination to 
sin (such can eat these above-mentioned meats), then surely, 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. *” (5:3) 


It is obvious that a perfectly composed or manufactured 
object is a perfect produce. A perfect produce is disfigured or 
destroyed by any interference to it component parts. Suppose 
an unskilled painter attempted to add or remove anything 
from a perfectly painted picture. What would be the result? 
The answer would be that the picture could be disfigured or 
destroyed. 


The same applies to this religion. Innovation drives out 
Sunna (the foundation that that should be kept intact). 


Based on this we should act only upon the pure 
commandments of Islam. We should not invent anything that 
spoils the purity of this religion. We have received this religion 
as pure as the water that descends from the sky, and any 
intervention with the aim of addition or omission destroys the 
religion. It is said that a disobedient one is forgiven because he 
will return to the truth when it is clarified to him. But an 
innovator in the religion, thinks that what he has innovated is 
‘good’, hence he is not liable to abandon it and thus, he would 
die while believing in it. In this way he loses his religion. 


Now, let us proceed to what Imam Al-Nawawi 
compiled in this concern.] 


Allah 3& said: 
(oss Gh ata Yy Gali sy cd Gal 3S aa set > 
(TYuudn) 


“Such is Allah, your Lord in truth. So after the truth, what 
else can there be, save error? How then are you turned away? 
*” (10: 32) And 
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“O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger 
(Muhammad #8) and those of you (Muslims) who are in 
authority. (And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, 
refer it to Allah and His Messenger 4% if you believe in Allah 
and in the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final 
determination. *” (4: 59) And 


! gh ne lia ols > 
(oer (hin) Cyst ped 4 potas, 568 


"And verily, this (ie. Allah's Commandments mentioned 
in the above two Verses 151 and 152) is my Straight Path, so 
follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they will take you 
away fiom His Path. This He has ordained for you that you 
may become God-fearing people. *" (6: 153) And 


fis Us) 
(ose) Cpa 


Dae ly 155.85 SIU aN GY BA a Os 


“Say (O Muhammad!) to mankind): "If you (really) love 
Allah then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism, follow 
the Koran and Sunna), Allah will love you and forgive you your 
sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. *" (3: 31) 


Lathe Gd gf Si! ye a a Ugh eS. 


125 Narrated A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her): 
‘Allah's Messenger 38 said: "if someone innovated something 
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that is not present in our religion (of Islamic Monotheism) 
then that thing will be rejected."” (Bukhari) 


gS Heli, ¢ 


sg Jal 4a al J 38 (plo yal Goa VT 


126 Narrated Anas s: ‘Allah's Messenger 38 said: "I (have 
been sent) and the Hour (is at hand) as these two (fingers)."” 
(Bukhari) 
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127 Narrated Jaber ibn Abdullah (may Allah be icised 
with them): ‘Whenever Allah's Messenger % delivered a 
Khotbah (a religious talk), his eyes would become red, his 
voice rose, and his anger become violent, as if he was like 
one warning an army and saying: "The enemy has made a 
morning attack on you. The enemy has made an evening 
attack on you." He % (would also say: "Amma Ba'ad (To 
proceed), the best of speech is embodied in the Book of 
Allah, and the best of guidance is the guidance of 
Muhammad. And what renders affairs most evil are their 
innovations and all innovations are delusion.” (Muslim) 
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And in the version compiled by Imam Muslim: "It was the 
Prophet's Khotbah on Friday. He was to praise Allah and 
afterward tell it. Indeed his voice was raised." 


And in another version of Muslim: "Whom Allah guides, no 
one can get astray; and whom Allah leads astray, no one can 
guide," and in the version of An -Nasa'i: "All error will lead to 
the Fire.” 

Mie SS) tig ae all Usd, Ge, UB aye oh Galil pe YA 
res) si 


Ssh Ge ayy Gd a iA Bt 
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128 Narrated Al-Irbadh ibn Sariya: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 3 delivered an eloquent sermon that caused our eyes to 
shed tears and our hearts to be greatly moved. A man said 
"This is a sermon of a man who will depart this life soon. 
What would you recommend us Messenger of Allah!” He 
said: “T recommend you fear Allah and hear and obey even if 
an Ethiopian slave is your ruler. For, he of you who will live 
long, will see great disputes. And keep away from the 
innovated practices, for they are misleading. He of you would 
contemporize this let him adhere to the Sunna of mine and 
that of the rightly guided caliphs. Bite on it with the molars.” 
(AtTermi: 
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Chapter ( 19) 


About Reviving an Act of Sunna 


[We know that we should avoid innovation in Allah’s 
religion and we are ordered to revive Sunna of the Messenger 
of Allah # and that of the rightly guided Caliphs after him. 
Reviving Sunna means to act upon it strictly and to guide 
others to act upon it also. This leads to acquiring the great 
reward of Allah 38. 


So, adhere firmly to your religion. For, this is the time 
when the one adhering to his religion is like the one who is 
holding a fire brand . The luxuries of life have deluded the 
people and those of weak faith have increased to the extent 
that, the following narration of Abdullah ibn Mas'oud seemed 
to have been realized. It say 


“What would be the case with you when you would suffer 
from seditions, when your youngsters are reared on them 
while the elder ones would be addicted to them, and the 
people take them as Sunna. If some people tried to change 
them, it would be said: “Who wants to change Sunna.’ It was 
asked: "When would that happen © Abu Abdul-Rabman?’ He 
said: ‘When the readers of the Koran) increase in number, and 
wealth becomes available to everyone, and when one learns 
for other purposes than religious ones.” 
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It is known that whenever an Ummah (a nation) distanced 
itself from its religion, Satan suggested to its members to 
practice innovations, which the coming generation then took 
to be commandments of the religion, when they were not. 


I think that the following explanation of the Hadith about 
innovation would clarify the matter. This is extracted from a 
book titled: ‘The Nature of the Invitation of Imam 
Muhammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab.’ 


«Besides, Islam is a perfect religion. It lacks nothing, 
and it abrogates what had passed before it. The Hadith of the 
Messenger of Allah 2 refutes this. The Hadith says: 
de ta tal ial a the BL oy i oe be ae al Ot of 
Eis SOY Gb Ge is Ut al be Ua 
cggiadl * 
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Narrated Al-Monzir ibn Jareer on the authority of his 
father: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 said: “He that has initiated 
a good deed, will have its reward and a reward equal to those 
who followed him in that without decreasing theirs by naught. 
And he that initiated an evil deed will have its punishment 
and a punishment equal to those who followed him in that 
without decreasing theirs by naugat"’.” 


+1 The full text of the Hadith shows clearly that the words: 

“He that initiated @ good deed, will have its reward and a reward 

‘equal to those who followed him in that, without decreasing theirs 

by naught. And he that initiated an evil deed, will have its 

punishment and a punishment equal to those who followed him in 

that, without decreasing theirs by naught." refer to *i.alcharity as 

shown below: 

Narrated Awn ibn Abu-Johayfa: ‘I heard Al-Monzir ibn Jareer say 

‘on the authority of his father: "One morning we were with the 
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Now, let us go through the verses and Hadiths compiled 

by Imam ALNawawi on this topic.| 

Allah & said: 


Ghats ol sf 


Dis lati Ge La 5 od Gay > 
(ve aia) C0) ge 


“And those who say: "Our Lord! Bestow on us from our 
wives and our offspring the comfort of our eyes, and make us 
leaders of the pious. *” (25: 74) And 


Messenger of Allah 3 when some naked and bare-footed people 
of Modhar tribe came holding their swords. The Messenger of 
Allah +: was greatly moved by their bad condition. He entered and 
came out and ordered Bilal to deliver azan, He performed the 
prayer then he addressed the people: 
*O mankind! Fear your Guardian-Lord, Who created you from a 
single person and created its mate from it, and from them twain 
scattered (like seeds) countless men and women; fear Allah, 
through Whom ye demand your mutual (rights), and (be kind to) 
the wombs (that bore you): fer Allah is an Ever-Watcher over you. 
* (4: 1)And 
*O you who believe! Fear Allah, and let every soul look to what 
(provision) it has sent forth for the Morrow. And fear Allah: for 
Allah is well-acquainted with (all) that ye do.*" (59: 18) 
Then the Prophet ss said: “Let one of you pay as charity of what he 
has, a Dinar, a Dirham, some dried dates even if a half of a date. 
The people started to give what they could afford. A man from Al 
Ansar came with a bundle of money that was so heavy he could 
not carry it. Then the people kept on giving until | saw two piles of 
food and clothes. | saw the Messenger's face beaming as a 
golden jewel, then he said: "He that initiated a good deed will have 
its reward and a reward equal to those who followed him in that, 
without decreasing theirs by naught. And he that initiated an evil 
deed will have its punishment and a punishment equal to those 
who followed him in that without decreasing theirs by naught." The 
translator. 
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“And We made them (The Messenger of Allah Abraham 
and Noah peace be upon them leaders, guiding (mankind) by 
Our Command, and We revealed to them the doing of good 
deeds, performing the prayer, and the giving of zakat and of 
Us (Alone) they were worshippers. (21: 73) 


al 8 te by al 
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As to the Hadiths, here are a few below: 


129 Narrated Amr ibn Awf: ‘The Prophet 3 said to Bilal 
ibn Al-Harcth: “Take into consideration.” Bilal said: "What 
should I take into consideration Messenger of Allah?” The 
Prophet 38 said: “Verily, he that revives a Sunna (a practice) 
of mine that people have neglected after my death, would 
have its reward and a reward equal to those who acted upon 
it, without decreasing theirs by aught. And he that innovates 
an evil practice that Allah 8 and His Messenger 3 do not 
approve, would have its punishment and a punishment equal 
to the punishment of those who acted upon it, without 
decreasing theirs by aught.”” (At-Termizi ) 
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130Narrated Awn ibn Abu-Johayfa: ‘I heard Al-Monzer 
ibn Jareer say on the authority of his father: "One moming we 
were with the Messenger of Allah 3 when some naked and 
barefooted people of Modhar tribe came holding their 
swords. The Messenger of Allah 38 was greatly moved by 
their bad condition. He entered and then came out and 
ordered Bilal to deliver azan. He performed the prayer then he 
addressed the people: 
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“O mankind! Fear your Guardian-Lord, Who created you 
from a single person and created its mate from it, and from 
them twain scattered (like seeds) countless men and women; 
fear Allah, through Whom ye demand your mutual (rights), 
and (be kind to) the wombs (that bore you): for Allah is an 
Eyer-Watcher over you. *” (4: 1) And 


ald ty) ali 1B, acd i dl, alt 181 ST 
(4 stan) (osha ly he 

“© you who believe! Fear Allah, and let every soul look to 
what (provision) it has sent forth for the Morrow. And fear 


Allah: for Allah is well-acquainted with (all) that ye do. *” 
(59: 18) 


Then the Prophet 3 said: “Let one of you pay as charity of 
what he has, a Dinar, a Dirham, some dried dates even if a 
half of a date. The people started giving what they can afford. 
‘A man from Al-Ansar came with a bundle of money that was 
so heavy he could not carry it. Then the people kept on giving 
until | saw two piles of food and clothes. I saw the Messenger’s 
face beaming as a golden jewel. Then the Prophet 3 said: 
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“He that has initiated a good deed will have its reward and 
a reward equal to those who followed him in that without 
decreasing theirs by naught. And he that initiated an evil deed 
will have its punishment and a punishment equal to those who 
followed him in that without decreasing theirs by naught.”] 
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Chapter( 20) 
About Guiding Others to Doing good Deeds 
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“And let them not turn you (O Muhammad!) away from 
(preaching) the revelations of Allah after they have been 
revealed to you. Invite (men) to (believe in) your Lord and be 
not of those who associate partners with Allah. *” (28: 78) 
And 
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“O you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the 
Symbols of Allah, nor of the sacred month(s), nor of the 
animals brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands that mark out 
such animals (driven as sacrifices), nor the people resorting to 
the Sacred House, seeking of the bounty and good pleasure of 
their Lord. But when you abandon the state of Ihram you may 
hunt, and let not the hatred of some people for (once) shutting 
you out of the Sacred Mosque lead you to transgression (and 
hostility). Help one another in righteousness and piety, but do 
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not help one another in sin and rancor. Fear Allah, for Allah 
is strict in punishment .*” (5: 2) And 


: Shing Sy) 
(8 de di) Casali oo wf eh 

“Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all 
that is good (Islam), enjoining what is just and forbidding 
what is unjust. And it is they who are the successful. *” 


(3: 104), 


As to the Hadiths, it is sufficient to mention the following 
Hadith. 


131 Sahl ibn Sa'ad .& Narrated that he heard the Prophet 4 
on the day (of the battle) of Khaybar saying: “I will give the 
flag to a person at whose hands Allah will grant victory. So, 
the companions of the Prophet # got up, wishing eagerly to 
see to whom the flag will be given, and each one of them 
wished to be given the flag. But the Prophet % asked for Ali 

Someone informed him that he was suffering from eye 
trouble. So, he ordered them to bring Ali to him. Then the 
Prophet spat in his eyes and his eyes were cured 


immediately, as if he had never had any eye trouble, Ali 
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said: ‘We will fight against them until they become like us 
(Muslims). The Prophet 3 said: “Be patient, until you face 
them and invite them to Islam and inform them of what Allah 
has enjoined upon them. By Allah! If a single person reverts 
to Islam at your hands (i.c. through you), that will be better 
for you than the red camels.” (Bukhari) 
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Chapter( 21) 
About Cooperation for Noble Ends 
Allah && said: 
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“© you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the 
Symbols of Allah, nor of the sacred month(s), nor of the 
animals brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands that mark out 
such animals (driven as sacrifices), nor the people resorting to 
the Sacred House, seeking of the bounty and good pleasure of 
their Lord. But when you abandon the state of Ihram you may 
hunt, and let not the hatred of some people for (once) shutting 
you out of the Sacred Mosque lead you to transgression (and 
hostility). Help one another in righteousness and piety, but do 
not help one another in sin and rancor. Fear Allah, for Allah 
is strict in punishment. *” (5: 2) And 
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“By (the Token of) Time (through the Ages) * Verily, 
Man is in loss, * Except such as have faith, and do righteous 
deeds, and (join together) in the mutual teaching of Truth, and 
of Patience and Constancy *” (103) 
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Asto the Hadiths, here are a couple, 


132 Narrated Zayd ibn Khaled: ‘Allah's Messenger 3 
said: “He who prepared a Ghazi (a warrior going to fight for 
Allah's Cause) is (given a reward equal to that of) a Ghazi, 
and he who looks after the dependents of a Ghazi is (given a 
reward equal to that of a Ghazi.”” (Bukhari) 
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133 Narrated Abu-Musa : ‘The Prophet 38 said: “An honest 
Muslim trustee (storekeeper) who carries out the orders of his 
master and pays fully what he has been ordered to give with a 
good heart and pays to that person to whom he was ordered to 
pay, is regarded as one of the two charitable persons.” 
(Bukhari). 
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Chapter (22) 
About Giving Advice 
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Allah 3% said: 

“The believers are but a single brotherhood, so make 
peace and reconciliation between two (disputing/fighting) 
brothers, and fear Allah, that you may receive Mercy. *” (49: 
10) And 
€ OsbSY Gat Oe fey Seca, Doli, SH > 
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Telling us about the Messenger of Allah Noah s#1, Allah 
& said: 

"I but fulfill towards you the duties of my Lord's mission, 
sincere is my advice to you, and I know from Allah 
something that you know not. *” (7: 62) And 

Telling us about the Messenger of Allah Noah 38, Allah 
38 said: 


(6651) C bad faa ASU 8 ci SKE 
"[ but fulfill towards you the duties of my Lord's mission, 
Tam to you a sincere and trustworthy adviser. *” (7: 68) 


As to the Hadiths, here are some Hadiths explaining this 
subject. 
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134 Narrated Tameem Al-Dari Allah's Messenger 48 said 
three times: "The religion is giving advice." He was asked to 
whom it should be directed and he replied: "To Allah, His 


Book, His Messenger, the leaders, and all the Muslims.“ 
(Muslim) 
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135 Narrated Anas 4: ‘The Prophet 3g said: "None of you 


will have faith until he likes for his (Muslim) brother what he 
likes for himself.” (Bukhari) 
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Chapter (23) 

About Enjoining What is Just and Forbidding What is 
Unjust 


[Enjoining what is just and forbidding what is unjust is 
one of the main characteristics of the Muslim nation. It 
rescues the whole nation from ruin. 

This mission should be carried out in a kind manner, with 
people knowing what is just and what is unjust. It should be 
carried out in a manner that leads to what is just. 

The Messenger of Allah 2 taught us the way to enjoin 
what is just and forbid what is unjust. He 3 did mention 
specifically certain people. He used to say: “What is wrong 
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with some people who do such and such.” Examples of this 
are the following Hadiths: 
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Narrated Anas ibn Malek &: ‘The Prophet 3% said 
“What is wrong with those people who look towards the sky 
during the prayer?” His talk grew stern while delivering this 
speech and he said: “They should stop (looking towards the 
sky during the prayer); otherwise their eyes will be snatched 
away.” (Bukhari) 


When 2 well-known family stipulated a strange condition 
for the emancipation of slaves, the Messenger of Allah 
addressed the people. 
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Alisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said that Bareerah 
came to seek her help to write a receipt (for a certain sum) 
and at that time Bareerah had not paid anything of it. A'isha 
said to her: "Go back to your masters, and if they agree, I will 
pay the amount of your writing of the receipt and get the right 
of Al-wala'z.” Barcerah informed her masters, bul they 
refused, and said: "If she (Atisha) is seeking Allah's reward, 
then she can do so, but the right of Al-wala'a will be for us.” 
Aisha mentioned that to Allah's Messenger 3% and he said to 
her: “Buy her and free her, as the right of Al-wala’a is for the 
emancipator.” Then, Allah's Messenger % addressed the 
people: “What is wrong with some people who stipulate 
conditions that are not present in Allah's Laws? Whoever 
imposes a condition that is not imposed by Allah's law, then 
those conditions will be invalid, even if such conditions were 
stipulated one hundred times. Allah's law is the truth and is 
more solid.” 


Undoubtedly, when a nation adheres to this virtue, it 
attains success in life and in the Hereafter. If it neglects this 
virtue, it exposes its people to destruction. 


In the book titled “Itmamol Wafa'a Fi Seeratol Kholafa'a, 
A Detailed Biography of the Caliphs the author attributes the 
victories that the Muslim nation achieved against the Persian 
and the Roman Empires to many reasons, among of which is 
he virtue of enjoining what is just and forbidding what is 
unjust. We quote here what he wrote. 


‘Their Caliphs were not cowardly people who would fear 

threats. Their commanders were not hypocrites who used to 

say what they did not believe. Their nation was one nation, 

trifling disputes did not preoccupy them and they did not 

abandon enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong 

out of cowardice or fear. Their scholars were not deluded 
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with the delights of life, haughtiness, or self-conceit. These 
people protected those scholars from envy and spite. 


The whole Muslim community adhered to Islam by both 
word and deed, fearing no censure from anyone. Therefore, it 
is no wonder that they accomplished achievements in such a 
short period of time that wealthier and stronger nations could 
do in an equal time.” 


In conformity with Islam’s laws, no one is above 
criticism, not even the ruler. The first words of Abu-Bakr 
4 upon being chosen as the Caliph were: I have been 
nominated as your Caliph, “despite the fact that I am not the 
best among you. If you see me judging justly, support me, if 
you see me doing otherwise, correct me. Obey me as long as I 
obey Allah &&. If I disobey Allah 3%, I will not be entitled to 
your obedience.” 

The Caliph never thought that he was higher in degree 
than the nation, nor did he think that he had a special right to 
the subjects’ property or blood. 

For this reason the Muslims saw disobedience of the 
Caliph as an abandonment of the religion. This was not due to 
elevated position of the Caliph, may Allah forbid. It is known 
that the Caliph used to support the weakest one until his need 
was fulfilled, out of emulation of the Messenger of Allah 38. 
Omar used to have his meals with the poor and the needy 
and sit with them for some time!” 


Now, let us study what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in 
this concern.| 


® This part is taken from the book: "Itmamol Wafa'a Fi Seeratol 
Kholafa'a" (A Comprehensive Biography of the Righty-Guided 
Caliphs). 
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Allah 3& said: 


(stave d) (gated 2 aif, ed 

“Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all 

that is good (Islam), enjoining what is just and forbidding 

what is unjust. And it is they who are the successful. *” 
(3: 104) And 


(deed) 


“You (true believers in Islamic Monotheism, and real 
followers of Prophet Muhammad 3 and his Sunna) are the 
best of peoples ever raised up for mankind, you enjoin what is 
just and forbid what is unjust, and you believe in Allah. Had 
the people of the Scripture (the Jews and the Christians) 
believed, it would have been better for them. Among them are 
some who have faith, but most of them are rebellious. *” 
(3: 110) And 


(tasty C olatal ge Lael ayy il, sad} 


“Show tolerance, enjoin what is good, and turn away from the 
fools (Le. dott punish them) *” (7: 198) And 


SUM nea lbayaly & siply > 


“The believers, men and women, are helpers of one 
another, they enjoin what is just and forbid what is unjust. 
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They perform the prayer and give the zakat, and they obey 
Allah and His Messenger. Allah will have His Mercy on 
them. Surely Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise. *” (9: 71) And 


8 ie il sie SY ld Ge ISL i oe LHS Gell dP 
(vasa) © Sas 1S Up Lay 

“Those among the Children of Israel who disbelieved 
were cursed by the tongue of David and Jesus, son of Mary. 


That was because they disobeyed (Allah and the Messengers) 
and were ever transgressing beyond bounds. *” (5: 78) And 


W Gael Gy yb aL oaty guid 202 cad JSF) Go Ga Gi D 
Sg th Deals oy 18s Ls of 
(tan) € 


“And say: "Truth is from your Lord." Then whosoever 
wills, let him believe, and) whosoever wills, let him 
disbelieve. Verily, We have prepared for the wrong-doers, a 
Fire whose walls will be surrounding them (the disbelievers 
in the Oneness of Allah). And if they ask for help (relief, 
water), they will be granted water like boiling oil, that will 
scald their faces, Terrible is the drink, and an evil dwelling 
place is theirs)! *” (18: 29) And 


(8t aal) CS oe Geely asi Uy path) 


“Therefore, proclaim openly (O Muhammad!) that which 
you are commanded, and turn away from the polytheists. *” 
(15: 94) And 


ise tall Oe Oe! fay 1g S3 Ue 1 gb Ualé } 


(032 Get) 
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“So, when they forgot what they had been reminded with, 
We rescued those who forbade evil, but We seized those who 
did wrong with a severe torment because they used to rebel 
against Allah's Command. *” (7: 165) 


The following Hadiths shed light on the subject: 
2a) a) 0 38 (lll ce aele I Gna) uth Gi GLA Ge 
pales Gell dite (le | peg fdas ia oye 
co Ny Yl 8 ond OS GUL lak, Sel 
as A Lined J US Uh SA itd Ge oe 
lle II Gy ene Loa 13S Ly ph HH 
wg JEM ahs (le 


136 Narrated Al-No'aman ibn Basheer (may Allah be 
pleased with them): ‘The Prophet 3 said: “The example of 
the person abiding by Allah's Orders and Restrictions in 
comparison to those who violate them is like the example of 
those people who drew lots for their seats in a boat. Some of 
them got seats in the upper part, and the others in the lower. 
When the latter needed water, they had to go up to fetch water 
(and that troubled the others), so they said: "Let us make a 
hole in our part of the ship (and get water) saving those who 
are above us from being troubled. If the people in the upper 
part had let the others do what they had intended, all of them 
would have perished, but if they had prevented them (from 
doing so) both parties would have been saved.”” @uktar) 


Hayy Ug Gf Ge Ui wy Lal «Ui 
oi Saal CAG oy be cal dU Be ad ai 
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137 Narrated Zaynab bint Jahsh (may Allah be pleased 
with them): ‘Once, the Prophet came to me in a state of fear 
and said: "La ilaha illa Allah. (None has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah.) Woe unto the Arabs from a danger 
that has come near. An opening has been made in the wall of 
Gog and Magog like this," and he made a circle with his 
thumb and index finger. Zaynab said: "O Allah's Messenger! 
Shall we be destroyed even though there are the pious men 
among us?” He said: "Yes when the evil persons outnumber 
the good ones." (Bukhari) 


aig aaly sal gal stall obi! Ay gle das (Bb Gly — Tt 
Chapter( 24) 


About Severity of Punishment of the One Who Enjoins 
What is Just and Practices What is Unjust 


Allah 3 said: 
(er eat) (St Ge LAS aS 


“Do you enjoin piety and righteousness on people and forget 
(to practice it) yourselves, while you recite the Scripture (the 
Torah)? Have you then no sense? *” (2: 43) And. 


Wii J al te He 5 (1) OY OLS LEI ad GD 
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“O you who believe! Why do you preach what you do not 
practice? * (It is) most hateful to Allah that you preach what 
you do not practice. *” (61: 2-3) 


Telling us about the Messenger of Allah, Sho'ayb, #1 who 
affirmed that he who preaches a certain principle should 
practice it himself, he Noble Koran says: 


Be pis gh be cs y SU S56 UD 
Sail G cSteyl YY Syd ye die A a J os 
(Adan) € “al a, Gilg ale wy Y ats Ui, 


“He (Sho'ayb) said: "O my people! Tell me if I have clear 
evidence from my Lord and He has given me a good 
sustenance from Himself (shall I corrupt it by mixing it with 
the unlawfully eared money). I wish not, in contradiction to 
you, to do that which I forbid you. I only desire reform to the 
best of my power. And my guidance cannot come except 
from Allah, in Him I trust and unto Him I repent. *” (11: 88) 


fad Us tal e 
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138 Narrated Abu-Wa'il: ‘Somebody said to Osama: "Will 
you go to so and-so (i.e. Othman) and talk to him (i.e. advise 
him regarding ruling the country)?” He said: "You see that I 
don't talk to him. Really I talk to (advise) him secretly without 
opening a gate (of affliction), for 1 do not want to be the first to 
open it (the rebellion), nor will I say to man who is my ruler that 
he is the best of all the people after I have heard something from 
Allah's Messenger 38.” They said: "What have you heard him 
saying?” He said: "I have heard him saying: 'A man will be 
brought on the Day of Resurrection and thrown in Hellfire, so 
that his intestines will come out, and he will go around like a 
donkey goes around a stone mill. The people of Hellfire will 
gather around him and say: "O so-and-so! What is wrong with 
you? Didn't you use to order us what is just and forbid us what 
is unjust?” He will reply: *Yes. | used to order you what is just, 
but [ used to not to do it, and [ used to forbid you what is unjust, 
and I used to do it myself."”” (Bukhari) 
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AGU) etal AN do 
Chapter( 25) 
About Repaying a Deposit 
Allah 38 said: 
5 Joi ui, wah eras Jb Ra Cae OS 
L(t) Use Ul OS AY ULEY! Gla, Uehe ile, 
“Truly, We did offer A-Amanah (trust, moral 
responsibility, honesty, and all the duties which Allah has 
ordained) to the heavens, the earth, and the mountains, but 
they declined to bear it and were afraid of it (i.e. afraid of 
Allah's Torment). But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust (to 
himself) and ignorant (of its results). *” (33: 72) 
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139Narrated Hozayfa ibnAl-Yaman: ‘The Messenger of 
All 38 gave us two Hadiths. I have seen the first of them and I 
am waiting for the second. He said: “Trusteeship (Faith) has 
been implanted in the depths of people’s hearts. Then the 
Koran was revealed and the people learned from it and from 
Sunna.” Then the Messenger of Allah 3% said about raising 
trusteeship (Faith): “A man would sleep and then awake and 
trusteeship (Faith) would be pulled out from his heart leaving 
a faint trace of it remaining. Then he would sleep and awake 
again and trusteeship (Faith) would be pulled out from his 
heart and a faint trace of it would remain like a fire brand you 
have rolled on your leg.”” 


asc" {yah 


140.Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
said:”The signs of a hypocrite are three. Whenever he speaks 
he lies, whenever he promises he always breaks it, and if you 
trust him he proves to be disloyal.”” (Termizi) 
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Chapter( 26 ) 
About the Forbiddance of Oppression 
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I am referring here to the verses (1-6) of the Qur’anic 
chapter entitled Al-Motaffifeen (those who give less in measure 
and weight) because some people look down this sin. They say 
that it is a trifling thing that can be tolerated. They lie, for 
justice on the Day of Judgment will be the true justice. On that 
Day, even a hornless ewe will be requited from the horned one, 
so you should consider the matter seriously. This is what is 
implicitly understood from the concluding verses (38-40) of the 
chapter titled An-Naba’, (The Serious News). Allah s says 


“The Day when Al-Rooh (Gabriel 4 or another angel) and 
the angels will stand forth in rows they will not speak, except 
him whom the Most Gracious (Allah) allows (to speak), and he 
will speak what is right. * That is without doubt the True Day 
So, whosoever wills, let him seck a place with (or a way to) His 
Lord (by obeying Him in this worldly life)! * Verily, We have 
warned you of a near torment - the Day when man will see that 
(the deeds) which his hands have sent forth, and the disbeliever 
will say: "Woe to me! Would that I was dust! *" 


yall ling VI Le Lala oy GIS IY iS ey ee OF ail ae Que 
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Explaining these verses, Abdullah ibn Amr said: ‘On the 
Day of Judgment the earth will be stretched and the beasts 
will be mustered. Then, the retribution between the beasts 
will start and the horned ewe will be requited for the hornless 
one. When this is done, Allah 3 will say to them: “Be dust.” 
At that time the unbeliever will wish that he had been dust,’ 


The following Hadith confirm this opinion: 


foil & saa sd 
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4% said: 
“You will give back the due rights to their rightful owners 
until the horned ewe is retaliated by the hornless one.” 
(Termizi) 


(7s) Cag AS dt AJ OS rd US a sy) 
“Verily, indeed, in this is a reminder for him who has a 
heart or gives ear while he is heedful. *” (50: 37) 
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“Woe to Al-Motaffifeen (those who give less in measure 
and weight), * Those who when they have to receive by 
measure from men demand full measure, And when they have 
to give by measure or weight to (other) men give less than is 
due. * Do they not think that they will be resurrected (for 
reckoning) * On a Great Day, * The Day when (all) mankind 
will stand before the Lord of all that exists? *” (83: 1-6) 
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The Messenger of Allah # said: “Allah said: ‘O My 
servants! I did forbid injustice to Myself, and made it 
forbidden among you, so do not do wrong to one another. O 
My servants! All of you are misguided except whom I guide, 
so ask Me guidance that I would guide you. O My servants! 
All of you are hungry except whom I fed, so ask Me to feed 
you that I would feed you. O My servants! All of you are 
naked except whom I clothed, so ask Me to clothe you that I 
would clothe you. O My servants! You have sins by night and 
day and I forgive all sins, so ask Me to forgive your sins that I 
would forgive you. O My servants! You shall never reach 
harming Me and you will never harm Me and you shall never 
reach benefiting Me and you will never benefit Me. O My 
servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans of 
you, and the jinn of you were having the most pious heart of 
one of you, this shall never increase aught in My Kingdom. O 
My servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans 
of you, and the jinn of you were having the most evil heart of 
one of you, this shall never decrease aught in My Kingdom. O 
My servant! If the first of you and the last of you, the humans 
of you and the jinn of you were to gather in one plain and each 
one asked Me his request and I gave’cach one of you what he 
has asked, this does not decrease My Kingdom except what the 
needle takes if it was inserted in the sea.”” (Muslim) 


pace Ge Calla Le GuabtS jallalt sal Le fil y 
(04 ge) Cell it Vy 

“And warn them (O Muhammad!) of the Day that is 
drawing near (ie. the Day of Resurrection), when the hearts 


will be choking the throats, and they can neither return them 
(hearts) to their chests nor can they throw them out. There 
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will be no friend or intercessor for the wrongdoers (the 
polytheists and unbelievers) who could be given heed to. *” 
(40: 18) And 


ay fle a pal Gal Uy Uh 4 US A at os Ge ALB D 
(99 eat) ( sunat Os pall 

“And they worship besides Allah others for which Allah 
88 has sent down no authority, and of which they have no 
knowledge, and for the wrong-doers (the polytheists and 


disbelievers) in the Oneness of Allah) there is no helper. *” 
(22:71) 
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141, Abu-Salama narrated that there was a dispute 
between him and some people (about a piece of land). When 
he told Aisha about il, she said: "O Abu-Salama! Avoid 
taking the land unjustly, for the Prophet 3& said: ‘Whoever 


usurps even a hand span of somebody’s land, his neck will be 
encircled with the seven earths." (Bukhari) 
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142. Narrated Ibn Abbas : ‘When the Messenger of Allah 
38 sent Mo'az ibn Jabal to Yemen he said to him: “And fear 
the oppressed one’s invocation to Allah, for there is no screen 
between it and Allahs&.” (Termizi) 
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143. Narrated Abu-Homayd Al-Saladi fe: ‘Allah's 
Messenger #8 employed an employee (to collect Zakat). The 
employee returned after completing his job and said: "O 
Allah's Messenger! This (the amount of Zakat) is for you, and 
this (the other amount) was given to me as a present.” The 
Prophet 2 said to him: "Why didn't you stay at your father's 
or mother's house and see if you would be given presents or 
not?” Then Allah's Messenger # got up in the evening after 
the prayer, and having testified that La illaha illa Allah 
_(None has the right to be worshipped but Allah) and praised 
and glorified Allah 38 as He deserved, he said: "Now! What 
about an employee whom we employ and then he comes and 
says: 'This amount (of Zakat) is for you and this (amount) 
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was given to me as a present,’ Why didn't he stay at the house 
of his father and mother to see if he would be given presents 
or not? By Him in Whose Hand Muhammad's soul is, none of 
you will steal anything of it (Zakat), but he will bring it forth, 
carrying it over his neck on the Day of Resurrection. If it was 
a camel, he will bring it (over his neck) and it will be 
grunting; and if it was a sheep, he will bring it (over his neck) 
and it will be bleating." The Prophet 3% added: "I have 
conveyed (Allah's Message to you)." Abu-Homayd said: 
“Then Allah's Messenger 4 raised his hands so high that we 
saw the whiteness of his armpits." (Bukhari) 
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144. Narrated Abu-Huraira 4s: ‘Allah's Messenger said: 
"Whoever has oppressed another person concerning his 
reputation or anything else, he should beg him to forgive him 
before the Day of Resurrection when there will be no money 
(to compensate for wrong deeds), but if he has good deeds, 
those good deeds will be taken from him proportionally to the 
oppression that he has done, and if he has no good deeds, the 
sins of the oppressed person will be added to his record.”” 
(Bukhari) 
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145, Narrated Abu-Bakra &: ‘The Prophet ag said: “Time 
has taken the original shape that it had when Allah created the 
heavens and the earth. The year has twelve months, four of 
which are inviolable, and out of these three months are in 
succession, i.e. Zol-Qa'ada, Zol-Hijja and Al- Moharram, and 
the fourth is the month of Rajab which is named after the 
Modhar tribe, between (the month of) Jomada the Second 
and Sha'aban.” Then the Prophet § asked: “Which month is 
this? We said: “Allah and His Messenger 38 know best.” At 
that the Prophet 3 kept silent so long that we thought that he 
might give it another name. Then the Prophet 3 said: “Isn't it 
the month of Zol-Hijja?” We replied: ”Yes.” Then he said: 
“Which town is this?” We replied: ’Allah and His Messenger 
# know best.” At that he kept silent so long that we thought 
that he might give it another name. Then, he said: “Isn't it the 
town of Mecca?” We replied: “Yes.” Then he said: “Which 
day is today?” We replied: “Allah and His Messenger 2 
know best.” He kept silent so long that we thought that he 
might give it another name. Then he said: “Isn't it the day of 
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Al-Nahr (the day of offering sacrifices)?” We replied: "Yes.” 
He said: “So your blood, your property, and your honor are 
all inviolable to one another like the inviolability of this day 
of yours, in this town of yours, in this month of yours, and 
surely, you will meet your Lord, and He will ask you about 
your deeds. Beware! Do not become like those who went 
astray (as non-believers) after me, cutting the necks of one 
another. It is incumbent on those who are present to convey 
this message (of mine) to those who are absent. May be that 
some of those to whom it will be conveyed might 
comprehend (what I have said) better than those present.” The 
Prophet 3& then added twice: “No doubt! Haven't I conveyed 
(Allah's Message) to you?” (Bukhari) 
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Chapter: (27) 
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Allah & said : 

“Thus, the prescribed rituals of Hajj are an obligation that 
mankind owes to Allah, and whoever honors the sacred things 
of Allah, then that is better for him with his Lord. The cattle 
are lawful to you, except those (that will be) mentioned to 
you (as exceptions). So shun the abomination (worshipping) 


of idol and shun lying speech (false statements). *” (22: 30) 
And 
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“Thus, it is (what has been mentioned in the Verses 
above [28-31] is an obligation that mankind owes to Allah) 
and whosoever honors the rituals imposed by Allah, then it 
is truly a sign of piety of the hearts. *” (22” 32) And 


eiyfa Ge Gf uth 
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“Stretch not your sight ambitiously to what We have 
bestowed on certain classes of them (the disbelievers), nor 


grieve over them, And lower your wings for the believers (be 
courteous to the fellow-believers). *” (15: 88) And 
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“Because of that We ordained for the Children of Israel 

that if anyone killed a person not in retaliation of murder or 
(and) to spread mischief in the land, it would be as if he has 
killed all mankind; and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if 
he saved the life of all mankind. And indeed, there came to them 
Our Messengers with clear proofs, evidences, and signs, even 
then after that many of them continued to exceed the limits(e.g. by 
committing oppression unjustly and exceeding beyond the limits 

set by Allah by committing the major sing in the land! *” (5: 32) 
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As to the Hadiths, please read these: 
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146, Narrated Abu-Musa 4: “The Prophet #% said: “A 
faithful believer to a faithful believer is like the bricks of a 
wall, reinforcing each other. While (saying that) the 
Prophet # clasped his hands, by interlocking his fingers.”" 
(Bukhari) 
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147. Narrated Abdullah ibn Omar: ‘Allah's Messenger 
4 said: “A Muslim is the brother of another Muslim, so he 
should not oppress him nor should he hand him over to an 
oppressor. Whoever fulfills the needs of his brother, Allah 
will fulfill his needs; whoever brings his (Muslim) brother 
out of discomfort, Allah will bring him out of the 
discomforts of the Day of Resurrection, and whoever veils 
the defects of a Muslim, Allah will screen his defects on 
the Day of Resurrection.” (Bukhari) 
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148. Narrated Abu-Huraira 4: ‘Allah's Messenger’ 
said: "A Muslim has six duties towards another Muslim: 
when you meet him greet him, when he invites you accept 
his invitation, when he asks your advice give it to him, 
when he sneezes and praises Allah say to him: 'May Allah 
have mercy on you,’ when he is ill visit him, and when he 
dies follow his funeral procession.” (Muslim) 


Cipabeuall ge fa Gb ly 1A 
Chapter:( 28 ) 
About Veiling the Defects of the Muslims 


[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his 
book entitled ‘Ihyz'a’ Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the 
Religious Sciences)’ 


Below is a quotation from this work, hoping that it will 
benefit the reader on this topic. 


The Twelfth Evil: Revealing confidential talk 
This is forbidden because it hurts friends and relatives. 


Narrated Jaber : ‘The Prophet # said: “If you told 
something to a man in confidence, it is a trust.” 


Al-Hasan said: ‘It is a type of betrayal to reveal your 
brother’s confidential words.” 
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It was narrated that Muaweya told Al-Waleed ibn Otba 
some matter confidentially. Al-Waleed said to his father: "O 
father! The commander of the faithful told me something 
confidentially, that I guess he would not withhold from you!” 
His father said to him: "Do not tell it to me, because he that 
withholds his secret has a great choice. And he that reveals it, 
has lost a great opportunity.” Al Waleed said to his father: "O 
father! Is this applied to the father and the son?" He said: "No. 

But I dislike that you speak uncontrollably regarding a 
confidential talk.” When Al-Waleed told Mu'aweya, he said to 
him: "Your father has freed you from slavery to wrong 
doing.” 


Thus, revealing secrets is a betrayal if it comprises harm 
and a form of cheating if it does not comprise harm. Here are 
some words on the same subject, 


One of the names of the Day of Judgment is Yawm At 
Jam'a (the Day of Gathering) when Allah & will muster all 
creatures in a very wide valley. The sons of Adam, from 
Adam to the last of humankind who would be living at the 
time of establishing the Hour, will assemble in that valley 
naked, bare footed, and uncircumcised. Each one will be 
caring for own his affairs only. He will never think about his 
parents, children, family, etc. His are will be only for his 
own affair, Nothing will detract him from his affairs. 


The Noble Koran and Suna portray the terror on that Day 
in many ways that man would take a lesson. Each one’s 
supplication on that Day will be for ‘my own self,’ even those 
of the Prophets and the Messengers. Veiling one’s defects on 
that Day will be the dearest hope to any one. Although this 
seems inaccessible, it can be easily attained, it can be 
achieved through veiling other Muslims’ defects in this life, 
as stated by the authentic Sunna of the Messenger of Allah. 
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Before going to the Verses and Hadiths compiled by Imam 
Al-Nawawi, let me mention ta you some verses and Hadiths 
that portray the terror of the Day. 

(royal, ah (rqaal Ge chil So a(n cule LGD 
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Allah && said: 


khkhah! (the second 


blowing of Trumpet on the Day of Resurrection), * That Day 
a man shall flee from his brother, * From his mother and his 
father, * From his wife and his children. * Everyman that Day 
will have enough to make him careless of others. * Some 
faces that Day will be bright (tre believers of Islamic 
Monotheism, * Laughing, rejoicing at good news (of 
Paradise). * And other faces, that Day, will be dust-stained, * 
Darkness will cover them * Such will be Al-Kafara (the 
disbelievers in Allah, in His Oneness, and in His Messenger 
Muhammad 4%, etc.), and Al-Fajara (the wicked evil doers) 
*” (80: 33-42) 


The Hadiths: 


Narrated Ibn Abbas : ‘The Messenger of Allah a said: 
“The people will be gathered naked, bare-footed, and 


“Then, when there comes As-S 


‘ccording to the rules of Quranic recitation the word ‘As- 
$aaakhkhah’ should be prolonged six Harakahs (counts). A 
Harakah (a count) is the time taken in bending the finger and 
stretching it. For this reason, the word is written with 3 4 letters 
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uncircumcised, in the same state they were born.”” Ibn Abbas 
said: ‘Then the Meeeeneet of Allah a recited the verse: 
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“The Day when We will roll up the heavens like a scroll 
is rolled up for books (completed), even as We produced 
the first creation, so We shall produce a new one, a promise 
We have undertaken. Truly, We shall fulfill it (what we 
promised). *” (21: 104) The first to be clothed will be 
Abraham #, Then, some of my companions will be taken 
to the right side and to the left side. I will say: “O Lord! My 
companions?" He will say: “You do not know what they 
have innovated after you. They turned to their heels since 
you parted from them.” 


Oa cba ay ot 
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“If You punish them, they are Your servants and if You 
forgive them, You are the Exalted in power, the Wise” *" 
5-118. (Termithi). And 


SO GO Ee eee A Ab ee 


wgha fl" 5 
Narrated Al Mogheerah bin Sho’bah; ‘The Messenger of 


Allah 38 said: “The believer's motto (invocation) on As -Siraat is 
O Allah! Render us safe. O Allah! Render us safe.” (Termithi). 


Thus, we should be on guard whenever Satan insinuates 
us to defame others by mentioning their defects. The 
Messenger of Allah warns us against this in his Hadeeth: 


? Imam An-Nawawi said; ‘The scholars have different opinions 
about this Hadeeth. Some say that the meant here are the 
hypocrites and the apostates. They may be gathered with white 
foreheads and anklets, thus, the Messenger of Allah 3¢ will call at 
them. It will be said to him; ‘These people have innovated in the 
eligion of Allah 3. The second opinion is that they are those who 
were Muslims during the life of the Prophet % and apostatized 
after his death. The Messenger of Allah 4 will call at them per his 
knowledge about their previous state of Islam, and it will be said to 
him that they have apostatized after your death. The third opinion 
is that they are those who committed the major sins and the 
innovators (whose innovation did not take them out of Islam) who 
died without repentance. 
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Narrated Ibn Omar; ‘The Messenger of Allah 38 mounted 
the pulpit and addressed the people in high tone: “You 
assemble of those who believed merely by the tongue and in 
whose heats faith has not been instilled! Do not hurt the 
Muslims. Do not defame them. And do not find fault with them. 
For, he who finds faults with his Muslim brother, Allah 3 
would expose him even if in the deepest and the darkest place in 
his house.” 


Naafi? one of the narrators said; ‘One day, Ibn ‘Omar 
looked at Al Ka'bah and said; ‘How inviolable you are! And 
the believer is greater as regards inviolability in Allah’s sight 
than you are.” 

Gan 8 aah Se gab Lo oth 6 Maat ad of Used Gall GP 
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“Verily, those who like that Al Faahishah? should be 
propagated among those who believe, they will have a painful 


torment in this world and in the Hereafter. And Allah knows 
and you know not *” S: 24-19. 
GANS 2h $6 I gh cc 2b 
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149, Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘I heard Allah's 
Messenger 3# saying: "The sins of my followers will be 
forgiven, except those of the Mojahiroon (those people who 
tell people about their evil deeds, that the people had not 
known about previously). An example of such a disclosure 
is if a person commits a sin at night and Allah g screens it 
from people. Then, he comes in the morning and say; 'O so- 
and-so! I did such-and-such (evil) deed last night,’ although 
he had spent his night screened by his Lord (none knew 
anything about such sins). In the morning he removes 
Allah's screen from himself." (Bukhari) 


* Al Faahishah comprises each improper and indecent act 
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Chapter: (29) 
About Satisfying Muslims’ Needs 
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“O you who have believe! Bow down, and prostrate 
yourselves, and worship your Lord and do good that you may 
be successful. *” (22:77) And 
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“They ask you (O Muhammad!) what they should spend. 
Say: “Whatever you spend of good must be for the parents, 
the kindred, the orphans, the needy, and the wayfarers, And 
whatever you do of good deeds, truly, Allah knows it well. *” 
(2: 215) 
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150, Narrated Ibn Omar: "The Messenger of Allah 4% said: 
“The Muslims are brothers. A Muslim should not treat his 
Muslim brother unjustly or forsake him. He that helps his 
brother achieve his end, Allah will be in support of him, He 
that alleviates a distress from a believer, Allah will alleviate a 
distress from him on the Day of Judgment. And he that veils a 
Muslim, Allah would veil his misdeeds in the Hereafter.” 
(At-Termizi) 
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151. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3§ 
said: “He that relieved his brother from a worldly distress 
Allah 3% will relieve him from distress in the Hereafter, he 
that veiled a defect of a Muslim’ Allah 3& will veil him in life 


‘ Veiling a Muslim's defects as ordered in this Hadith is confined to 

the defects of those who are not known to be committing such 

acts of disobedience or sins. As to those known to be committing 
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and in the Hereafter, and he that eased (the state of) an 
insolvent (brother) Allah would ease (his state) in life and in 
the Hereafter’. Allah 3% will support him that supports his 
brother, He that took a way searching for knowledge Allah 
will facilitate a way to Paradise for him. There is no group of 
people who sit in a mosque reciting Allah’s Book And 
studying it among themselves except that tranquility will 
descend on them, mercy will overshadow them, and the ngels 
will encircle them. And he whose deed caused him to lag 
behind his affinity will not bring him forward®.” 


such acts of disobedience, it is recommended to report this to the 
ruler, as long as this would not lead to an even more dangerous 
problem, as veiling defects in such cases leads to more proolems. 


® He that gives a period of grace for prepayment or exempted a 
debtor from his debt, regardless of whether the debtor is a 
believer or an unbeliever, Allah 3 wil ease each difficult matter for 
him 

° As to the role of one’s affinity, this is confined to the life in this 
world only, where authority and social status have very important 
roles. As to Allah 3, no one can draw near to Him, except through 
righteous deeds and piety. This is confirmed through the Noble 
Koran and Sunna. The Noble Koran says: 

“O mankind! We have created you from a single (pair) of a male 
and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you 
‘would know each other (that you would cooperate with each other 
not that one of you would despise the other). Verily the most 
honored among you in the sight of Allan is (he who is) the most righteous. 
‘And Allah has full Knowledge and knows well what you do. *" 

Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘When Allah revealed the Verse: “And 
admonish your nearest Kinsmen, * Allah's Messenger #% 
addressed his kinsmen: “O Qorayshi people (or he said similar 
words)! Buy (i.e. save) yourselves (from the Hellfire) as | cannot 
save you from Allah's punishment. O Bano Abd-Manaf! | cannot 
save you from Allah's punishment. O Abbas ibn Abdul-Mottalib! | 
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cannot save you from Allah's punishment. O Safiyya, the patemal 
aunt of Allah's Messenger! | cannot save you from Allah's 
punishment. O Fatima bint Muhammad! Ask me anything from my 
wealth, but | cannot save you from Allah's punishment.” 

‘A proof of this is that most of the people of knowledge from the 
righteous predecessors were not from the nobility, most of them 
were freed slaves. For this reason the Messenger of Allah 3: said: 
‘Indeed, Allah 3& raises some people through this religion and 
lower others’ ranks.” 

bn Al-Salah said: ‘Al-Zohri said: "| came to Abdul-Malek ibn 
Marwan who asked: ‘Where have you come from Zohri?’ | said: 
‘From Mecca.’ He said: ‘Who is their governor?’ | said: ‘Ata‘a’ ibn 
Rabah.’ He said: ‘Is he from the Arabs or from the freed slaves?’ | 
said: ‘From the freed slaves.’ He said: ‘How does he rule them?" | 
said: ‘He rules them through the religion and Al-Riwaya.’ He said: 
‘Verily, the people of religion and Al-Riwaya (people of Hadith 
science and jurisprudence) are worthy to rule.’ He said: 'Who is 
the governor of Yemen?’ | said: ‘Tawos ibn Kaysan.’ He said: 'Is 
he from the Arabs or from the freed slaves?’ | said: ‘From the 
freed slaves.’ He said: ‘How does he rule over them?’ | said: ‘He 
rules over them in the same way ‘Ata'a’ has ruled.’ He said 
‘Verily, it behooves them.’ He said: 'Who is the governor of 
Egypt?’ | said: 'Yazeed ibn Abu-Habib.’ He said: ‘Is he from the 
Arabs or from the freed slaves?’ | said: ‘From the freed slaves.’ He 
said: ‘Who is the govemor of Greater Syria?’ | said: Makhool.’ He 
said: ‘s he from the Arabs or from the freed siaves?'| said: ‘From 
the freed slaves. He is a Nubian slave that a woman from the 
Hozayl tribe emancipated.’ He said: ‘Who is the governor of the 
Arabian Peninsula?’ | said: ‘Maymaon ibn Mahran.” He said: ‘Is he 
from the Arabs or from the freed slaves?" | said: ‘From the freed 
slaves,’ He said: ‘Who is the governor of Khorasan?’ | said: ‘Al- 
Dahhak ibn Mozahim.’ He said: ‘Is he from the Arabs or from the 
freed slaves?’ | said: ‘From the freed slaves.’ He said: ‘Who is the 
governor of Al-Basra?’ | said: 'Al-Hasan ibn Abul-Hasan.’ He said: 
‘Is he from the Arabs or from the freed slaves?’ | said: ‘From the 
freed slaves.’ He said: 'Who is the governor of Kufa?’ | seid: 
‘Ibraheem Al-Nakhe'e .' He said: ‘Is he from the Arabs or from the 
freed slaves?’ | said: ‘From the Arabs." He said: ‘Woe to you Zohri! 
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Folia ob Gly Te 
Chapter( 30 ) 


About Interceding for Others 
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Allah & said: 


“Whosoever intercedes for a good cause will have the 
reward thereof, and whosoever intercedes for an evil cause 
will have a share in its burden. And Allah is All-Witness to) 
everything. *” (4: 85) 
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said: “Intercede that you would be rewarded and Allah 3% 
decrees whatever He wills on His Prophet's tongue.” 


You have released me. By Allah, the freed slaves would rule over 
the Arabs that the preachers pray unto Allah for them on the 
pulpits.’ Al-Zohri said: ‘O commander of the faithful! It is the 
religion of Allah a& that raises those who guard it and lower those 
who abandon it."” 
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“There is no good in most of their secret talk save (in) him 
who orders giving in charity for Allah's Cause, or for 
enjoining what is just or making peace between people, and 
he who does this, seeking the good Pleasure of Allah, We 
shall give him a great reward. *” (4: 114) And 
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“And if a woman fears cruelty or desertion on her 

husband's part, there is no sin on them if they make terms of 

peace between themselves; and making peace is better. And 

the human inner-selves are swayed by greed. But if you do 

good and keep away from evil, verily, Allah is Ever Well- 
Acquainted with what you do. *” (4: 128) And 
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“They ask you (O Muhammad!) about the spoils of war. 

Say: "The spoils are for Allah and the Messenger." So fear 

Allah and adjust all matters of difference among you, and 


obey Allah and His Messenger if you are believers. *” (8: 1) 
And 
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“The believers are but a single brotherhood, so make peace 
and reconciliation between two (disputing/fighting) brothers. And 
fear Allah, that you may receive Mercy.*” (49: 10 ) 
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153. Narrated Abu-Huraira .#: ‘Allah's Messenger # said: 
"One should give in charity for every joint of the human body 
(as a sign of gratitude to Allah) everyday the sun rises. To 
judge justly between two people is regarded as giving in 
charity; and to help a man concerning his mount, by helping 
him to ride it or by lifting his luggage on to it, is also 
regarded as giving in charity; to say a good word is also 
giving in charity; every step taken on one's way to offer the 
compulsory prayer (in the mosque) is also giving in charity; 
and to remove a harmful thing from the pathway is also 
giving in charity." (Bother) 
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154, Narrated Asma'a bint Yazeed: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 3 said: “Lying is permissible as regards three affairs: a 
husband talking to his wife to please her, a warrior in regards 
to matter concerning war, and a man (mediator) uying to 
reconcile between people.” 


155. Ka'ab ibn Malek narrated that he asked for 
repayment of a debt that was owed to him by Ibn Abu-Hadrad in 
the mosque. Their voices grew louder. Allah's Messenger 3 
heard them while he was in his house. So he came to them 
raising the curtain of his room and said: “O Ka‘ab!” I replied: 

“Labbayk, (I am at your disposal) Allah's Messenger!” He 

said: “O Ka'ab! Reduce your debt (to one half, gesturing 
with his hand.)” I said: "O Allah's Messenger! I have done 
so.” Then Allah's Messenger 3 said (to Ibn Abu-Hadrad): 
“Get up and pay the debt to him.”” (Bukhari) 
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Copal Minaa uz ob ily 
Chapter:( 32) 
About the Supremacy of the Weak Muslims 
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“(O Muhammad!) adhere yourself patiently with those 
who call on their Lord (i.e. your companions who remember 
their Lord with glorification, praising in prayers, and other 
righteous deeds) morning and afternoon seeking His Face; 
and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp and 
glitter of the life of the world; and obey not him whose heart 
We have made heedless of Our Remembrance, and who 
follows his own lusts, and whose affair (deeds) has been lost. 
*° (18:28 ) 
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156. Narrated Haritha ibn Wahb Al-Khozae'e 2: ‘I heard 
the Prophet 28 saying: "May I tell you of the people of 
Paradise? (They include) every weak, poor, and obscure 
person looked down upon by the people. If such a person 
takes an oath that Allah 2& would do anything, his oath would 
be fulfilled by Allah &&. And may I inform you about the 
people of the Hellfire? They are all those violent, arrogant, 
and stubborn people."” (Bukhari) 
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157. Narrated Sahl e ; ‘A wealthy man passed by Allah's 
Messenger 3% and Allah's Messenger asked (his companions): 
“What do you say about this (man)?” They replied: If he 
asks for a lady's hand, he ought to be given her in marriage; 
and if he intercedes (for someone) his intercession would be 
accepted; and if he speaks, he would be listened to.” Allah's 
Messenger 38 kept silent, and then a poor man from among 
the Muslims passed by, and Allah's Messenger 3% asked: 
“What do you say about this man?” They replied: ‘If he asks 
for a lady's hand in marriage, no one would accept him; and if 
he intercedes (for someone), his intercession would not be 
accepted; and if he speaks, he would not be listened to. 
“Allah's Messenger 3 said: “This poor man is better than so 
many of the first as to fill the earth.”” (Bukhari) 
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158. Abu-Huraira narrated the story of the woman 
who used to sweep the mosque. He said that the Prophet # 
asked about her and they (the companions) told him that 
she had died. The Messenger of Allah 38 then said: “Why 
did you not inform me?” Abu-Huraira # said that it 
appeared as if they had treated her as of little importance. 
The Messenger of Allah 4 said: “Show me her grave.” 
They did as he requested and the Prophet 38 performed the 
funeral prayer for her. 


The version of Imam Muslim has the following words: 
‘And the Messenger of Allah # then said: “These graves are 
full of darkness for their occupants, but Allah will illuminate 
them for their dwellers because of my prayer for them.” 
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159. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ’The Prophet 3 said: 
“None spoke in the cradle but three: (The first was) Jesus, 
(the second was a child of Bano Israel whose story is as 
follows): There was a man from Bano Israel called Jorayj 
While he was offering the prayer, his mother came and called 
him. He said (to himself): ‘Shall I answer her or keep on 
praying?’ (He went on praying and did not answer her.) His 
mother prayed: 'O Allah! Do not let him die until he sees the 
faces of the prostitutes.’ So, while he was in his hermitage, a 
lady came and sought to seduce him, but he refused her. So 
she went to a shepherd and gave herself to him and later she 
gave birth to a child and claiming that it belonged to Jorayj. 
The people, came to him and dismantled his hermitage, 
threw him out of it, and abused him. Jorayj performed 
ablution and offered a prayer, and then went to the child and 
said: 'O child! Who is your father?" The child replied: "The 
shepherd.’ (After hearing this) the people said: 'We shall 
rebuild your hermitage with gold.’ He said: 'No. It should be 
built with nothing but mud.’ 


(The third was the hero of the following story): A lady 
from Bano Israel was nursing her child at her breast when a 
handsome rider passed by her. She said: 'O Allah! Make my 
child like him.' At that the child left her breast, and facing the 
horseman, he said: 'O Allah! Do not make me like him.’ The 
child then started sucking her breast again.” Abu -Huraira further 
said: ‘It is as if | were now looking at the Prophet 4 sucking his 
finger (by way of demonstration). (The Prophet 3 continued): 
“After a while they (some people) passed by with a lady -slave 
and she (i.e. the child's mother) said: 'O Allah! Do not make my 
child like this (slave-girl)!” At that the child left her breast and 
said: 'O Allah! Make me like her.' When she (the mother) asked: 
‘Why?’ The child replied: "The horseman is one of the tyrants 
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while this slave-girl is falsely accused of theft and illegal 
sexual intercourse. yet she has not done either.' (Bukhari) 
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Chapter( 33 ) 
About Treating the Orphans kindly 
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Verse number 1 reminds people of their brotherhood. 
They are the sons of one man Adam, and it reminds them 
of Allah’s Ability and observance over them. 


Verse number 2 imposes the rules of managing the 
orphans’ wealth, It forbids devouring their wealth illegally 
by using crookedness. This is a major sin. 


Verse number 3 imposes that the female orphan should 
be given her dowry like their equals. The fact that she is an 
orphan has no role in this regard. 


Verse number 4 imposes the rule that women should be 
given their dowry as a pure right for themselves. This 
applies to the female orphans. 


Verse number 5 imposes the rule that orphans should be 
supported fairly. It pays attention to clothing them 
elegantly and speaking kind words to them. Then, it orders 
that the orphan’s wealth should be invested honestly and 
efficiently, it should not be left until the giving of zakat had 
consumed it. 


Verse number 6 imposes the rule that orphan should be 
taught and trained. Them having reached marriageable age 
is not the only criterion to be used for handing their 
property over to them. Their guardians should also be 
assured of their ability to judge matters in a discerning 
manner. The verse forbids wasting their wealth through any 
crooked way. It directs rich guardians not to take any 
compensation for their noble mission, but poor guardians 
are permitted to take a just and fair compensation. This 
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explicitly shows that a guardian should be fair and just, and 
it is not a condition that he should be rich, When the 
orphans reach the marriageable age and have sound 
judgment, they should be presented to the society as new 
effective members, through having witnesses to the 
handing over of their properties to them. The verse reminds 
people of Allah’s Ability in reckoning them. 


Verse number 7 imposes the right of inheritance to 
males and the females. This applies with even more reason 
to the orphans. 


Verse number 8 recommends that a portion of the 


inheritance be given to some relatives who do not inherit, it 
also gives the orphans the same right. 


Verse number 9 sentimentally addresses the guardians 
to consider orphans as their own sons, it warns them that, 
had Allah 3% willed, their own children would have met the 
same end (and become orphans). Thus, they should praise 
Allah 3 and show thankfulness to Him through treating 
orphans in the best and the most virtuous manner . 


Verse number 10 warns mankind against devouring 
orphans’ wealth, for this is similar to devouring a blazing 
fire in one’s belly. 


Allah 3 said: 


Unity pile Coad Y 
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“Do not long ambitiously for what We have bestowed 
on certain classes of them (the disbelievers), nor grieve 
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over them. And lower your wings for the believers (be 
courteous to the fellow-believers). *” (15: 88) And 
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“And keep yourself patiently (0 Muhammad!) with 
those who call on their Lord (i.e. your companions who 
remember their Lord with glorification, praising in prayer, 
and other righteous deeds) morning and afternoon, seeking 
His Face; and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the 
pomp and glitter of the life of the world; and obey not him 
whose heart We have made heedless of Our Remembrance, 
and who follows his own whims, and whose affair (deeds) 
has been lost. *” (18: 28) And 


(rota) C00 ye So Us Gl (ay a SU pach 
“Therefore, treat not the orphan unfairly * And repulse 
not the beggar. *” (93: 9-10) And 
25 gH acy ott US hah) 
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“Have you seen him who denies the Day Recompense? 


* That is he who repulses the orphan (harshly), * And 
urges not on the feeding of the needy. *”” (107: 1-3) 
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160. Narrated Mu'aweya se: ‘I heard Allah's Messenger 

3% saying: "If Allah wants to do good to a person, He makes 

him comprehend the religion (the understanding of the 

meanings of the Koran and the Sunna (legal ways) of the 

Prophet 4). I am just a distributor, but the grant is from 

Allah 3. Remember! This nation (a group of the true 

Muslims) will keep on following Allah's teachings strictly 

and they will not be harmed by any one going on a 

different path until Allah's order (Day of Judgment) is 
established."” (Bukhari) 
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161. Narrated Abu-Huraira 46: ‘The Prophet 3§ said: “A poor 
person is not the one for whom a date or two or a morsel or two 
(of food) is sufficient, but the poor person is he who does 
not (beg or) ask the people (for something) or show his 
poverty at all. Recite if you wish, (Allah's Statement): 


“(Charity is) for the poor, who in Allah's Cause are 
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in the land 
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(for trade or work). The one who knows them not, thinks 
that they are rich because of their modesty. You may know 
them by their mark, they do not beg of people at all. And 
whatever you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well. *” 
(2: 273) 
ee 8 
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Chapter( 34) 
About Treating Women Kindly 
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162. Narrated Abu-Huraira 2s: ‘The Prophet 4 said: 
"The one who looks after a widow or a poor person is like a 
warrior who fights for Allah's Cause, or like him who 
offers prayer all the night and observes fasting all the day.” 
(Bukhari) 
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Allah & said: 


“O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit 
women against their will; and you should not treat them 
with harshness, that you may take away part of the dowry 
you have given them, unless they commit Fahishatin 
Mobayyina (improper behavior), And live with them 
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honorably. If you dislike them, it may be that you dislike a 

thing and Allah brings through it a great deal of good. *” 

(4:19) 
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“they (women) have taken from you a solemn 
covenant. *” (4: 21) 
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163 Narrated Abu-Huraira 4s: ‘The prophet 3% said: 
"Whoever belicves in Allah and the Last Day should not 
hurt (trouble) his neighbor. And I command you to take 
care of the women in a good manner, for they are created 
from a rib, and the most crooked portion of the rib is its 
‘upper part, if you try to straighten it you will break it, and if 
you leave it it will remain crooked. So I commend you to 
take care of the woman in a good manner." (Bukhari) 
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164, Abdullah ibn Zama'a #» said that he had heard the 
Prophet % delivering a speech, and he mentioned a camel and 
the one who had slain it. Allah's Messenger 4% quoted: 
“When the most wicked man among them went forth (to kill 
the camel)... *” (91: 12) Then, he said: “(That man must have 
been) a tough man, whose equal was rare, who enjoyed the 
protection of his people like Abu-Zama'a. He went forth to 
(kill) it.” Abu-Zama'a added: ‘The Prophet % — then 
mentioned about women and said: “It is not wise for anyone 
of you to lash out at his wife like a slave, for he might sleep 
with her the same evening. Then he advised them not to laugh 
when somebody breaks wind, and said: “Why should 
anybody laugh at what he himself does? (Bukhari) 
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165. Narrated Solayman ibn Amr ibn Al-Ahwa 
father narrated to me that he had attended Hajjat Al-Wada'a 
(the Farewell Hajj) with the Messenger of Allah 3 who 
delivered a speech, He praised Allah His due praise, 
admonished the people, and mentioned a story, then he 
said: “Behold! Be kind to women for they are as captives 
under your protection, and you do not possess anything 
other than that except they bring forth a manifest wrong 
deed. If they did so, separate from them in the bed and hit 
them lightly. If they obey you, do not transgress. Indeed, 
you have rights on your women and they also have rights 
on you. As to your rights on them, they are not permitted to 
admit anyone you dislike to your houses. As to their rights 
‘on you, it is for you to treat them kindly and moderately as 
regards their clothing and food.” 


* * * 


Ball le gad) da ch — Te 
Chapter (35) 
About the Husband’s Right on His Wife 
1 pate eats I Sa Uy «La le 8 > 
os 5 Ny a is jis a tan ad a 


138 9 Sb i Gh say etal hay Dashed (AG 
(re ota) € VygS Glee IS ah Gy Sate eile 


313 


Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
(Abridged) 


Allah 3% said: 


“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, 
because Allah has made one of them to excel the other, and 
because they spend (to support them) from their means. 
Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient (to 
Allah and to their husbands), and guard in the husband's 
absence what Allah orders them to guard (e.g. their chastity, 
their husband's property). As to those women on whose part 
you see ill-conduet, admonish them (first), (next), refuse to 
share their beds, (and last) beat them (lightly, if it is useful); 
but if they return to obedience, seek not against them means 
(of annoyance). Surely, Allah is Ever Most High, Most Great. 
*” (4: 34) 
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166. Narrated Abu-Huraira 4s: ‘Allah's Messenger 3% said: 

“If a husband calls his wife to his bed (i.e. to have sexual 

relations) and she refuses and causes him to sleep in anger, 
the angels will curse er until the morning.” (Bukhari 
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167. Narrated Ibn Omar: ‘I heard Allah's Messenger #8 
saying: “All of you are guardians and responsible for your 
wards and the things under your care. The imam (i.e. ruler) 
is the guardian of his subjects and is responsible for them. 
A man is the guardian of his family and is responsible for 
them. A woman is the guardian of her husband's house and 
is responsible for it. A servant is the guardian of his 
master's belongings and is responsible for them.” I thought 
that Ibn Omar said: ‘I think the Prophet 3 also said: “A 
man is the guardian of his father's property and is 
responsible for it. All of you are guardians and responsible 
for your wards and the things under your care.”” (Bukhari) 
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168. Narrated Mo'az ibn Jabal: ‘The Prophet 2 said: 
“There is no woman that does harm to her husband in this 
life except that his wife of the bright-eyed damsels/the 
dark-eyed damsels of Paradise says: ‘Do not do harm to 
him. He is merely a guest with you and he is about to part 
from you to us.’ 
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Chapter( 36) 
About Spending on One’s Family 


2B) 1 ily Sul | gel ks 
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“Mothers shall breastfeed their children for two whole 
years, (that is) for those (parents) who desire to complete the 
term of feeding, but the father of the child shall bear the cost 
of the mother’s food and clothing on a reasonable basis. No 
person shall have a burden laid on him greater than he can 
bear. No mother shall be treated unfairly on account of her 
child, and nor any father (shall be treated unfairly) on account 
of his child. And on the (father's) heir is incumbent the like of 
that (which was incumbent on the father). If they decide on 
weaning, by mutual consent, and after due consultation, there 
is no sin on them. And if you decided on a foster milk-mother 
for your children, there is no sin on you, provided you pay 
(the mother) what you agreed (to give her) on a reasonable 
basis. And fear Allah and know that Allah is the All-Seer of 
what you do. *” (2: 223) And 
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“Let the rich man spend according to his means, and the 
man whose resources are restricted, let him spend 
according to what Allah has given him. Allah puts no 
burden on any person beyond what He has given him. 
Allah will grant after hardship, ease. *” (65: 7) And 
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Say: "Truly, my Lord enlarges the provision for whom 
He wills of His slaves, and (also) restricts (it) for him, and 
whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allah's Cause), He 
will repiace it. And He s the Best of providers." (34: 39) 
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As to the Hadiths, below are few: 


169. Narrated Umm Salama ymay Allah be pleased with 
her, I said "O Allah's Messenger! Shall I receive a reward if 
I spend for the sustenance of Abu-Salama's children, even 
though they are also my sons?’ The Prophet replied: 
“Spend on them and you will be rewarded for what you spend 
on them.” (Bukhari) 
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170, Narrated Abu-Huraira 2: ‘The Prophet 4 said: 
“Every day two angels come down from Heaven and one of 
them prays: °O Allah! Compensate every person who spends 
in Your Cause.’ The other (gngel) prays: ’O Allah! Spoil the 
properties of every miser.””” (Bukhari) 
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I71, Narrated Hakeem ibn Hezam <é: ‘The Prophet # 
said: “The upper hand is better than the lower hand (.c. he 
who gives in charity is better than the recipient). One should 
start giving (Zakat) first to his dependents. And the best 
charity is what is given by a wealthy person (from the money 
that is left after his expenses). And whoever abstains from 
asking others for some financial help, Allah will give him and 
save him from asking others, and whosoever is satisfied with 
what Allah has given him, Allah will make him self- 
sufficient.” (Bukhari) 
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Chapter (37) 
About Spending Legitimate Earnings 
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“By no means shall you attain Al-Birr (piety, righteousness 
- here it means Allah's Reward, i.e. Paradise), unless you spend 
in Allah's Cause) of that which you love: and whatever of good 
you spend, Allah knows it well. *” (3:92) And 
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“O you who believe! Spend of the good things that you 
have (legitimately) earned, and of what We have produced 
from the earth for you, and do not aim at that which is bad to 
spend from it, (though) you would not accept it save if you 
close your eyes and tolerate therein. And know that Allah is 
Rich (Free of all needs), and Worthy of all praise. *” (2: 267) 
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172. Narrated Ishaq ibn Abdullah ibn Abu-Talha: ‘1 
heard Anas ibn Malek - saying: “Abu-Talha owned more 
date-paim trees (gardens) than any other amongst Al Ansar 
in Madina and the most beloved of them to him was the 
Bayroha’ garden, that was in front of the Prophet’s mosque 
of the #. Allah's Messenger 4 used to go there and he used 
to drink its nice water.” Anas .% added: “‘Upon the 
revelation of the verses: “By no means shall you attain 
righteousness (here it means Allah's Reward) unless you 
spend (in Allah's Causc) of what you love. And whatever of 
good you spend, Allah knows it well; *” (3: 92)Abu-Talha 
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said to Allah's Messenger 48: 'O Allah's Messenger! Allah, 
the Blessed, the Superior says: “By no means shall you 
attain righteousness unless you spend (in Allah's Cause) of 
what you love. And whatever of good you spend, Allah 
knows it well. *” No doubt, the Bayroha’ garden is the 
most beloved of all my property to me. So I want to give it 
in charity for Allah's Cause, expecting its reward from 
Allah. © Allah's Messenger! Spend it however you will! 
that Allah's Messenger # said: "Well said! It is a useful 
property. I have heard what you have said (O Abu-Talhah), 
and [ think it would be proper if you give it to your kith and 
kin." Abu-Talha said: ‘I will do so, O Allah's Messenger.’ 
Then Abu-Talha distributed that garden amongst his 
relatives and his cousins.” 
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Chapter( 38 ) 

About Advising One’s Family Member to obey Allah 38 
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“And order your family to perform the prayer 
punctually and be patient in offering them (the prayers). 
We do not ask of you a provision (i.e. to give Us anything), 


We provide for you. And the good end (i.e. Paradise) is for 
the pious and the righteous persons. *” (20: 132) And 


“O you who believe! Ward off from yourselves and 
your families the Fire whose fuel is men and stones, over 
which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who 
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disobey not (from executing) the commands they receive 
from Allah, but do what they are commanded. *” (66: 6) 
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173. Narrated Omar ibn  Abu-Salama is: ‘Allah's 
Messenger 3% said to me: "Boy! Mention Allah's Name, eat 
with your right hand, and eat from what is next to you." 
(Agreed upon). 
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174, Narrated Ibn Omar: ‘I heard Allah's Messenger $ 
saying: “All of you are guardians and responsible for your 
wards and the things under your care. The imam (i.e. ruler) 
is the guardian of his subjects and is responsible for them. 
‘A man is the guardian of his family and is responsible for 
them. A woman is the guardian of her husband's house and 
is responsible for it. A servant is the guardian of his 
master’s belongings and is responsible for them.”” I thought 
that Ibn Omar said: ‘I think the Prophet 4% also said: “A 
man is the guardian of his father's property and is 
responsible for it. All of you are guardians and responsible 
for your wards and the things under your care.” (Bukhari) 
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Chapter (39) 
About the Neighbor’s Rights 


Narrated A'isha, may Allah be pleased with her, ‘The 
Prophet 3 said: “Gabriel kept on recommending me to treat 
the neighbor kindly till I thought he will make him an 
heir.” 


Narrated Abo Shorayh Al 'Adawi 5; 'My ears have 
heard and my eyes have seen the Prophet $% when he spoke, 
"Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, should treat 
his neighbor generously...” And 
AS tue (glia Chiatls Ul 8g 5d ot Jay 
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Narrated Abo Shorayh .&; ‘ The Prophet 3 said: “By 
Allah, he does not believe! By Allah, he does not believe! 
By Allah, he does not believe! It was said, Who is that, O 


Alllah’s Messenger?” He said: That person whose neighbor 
does not feel safe from his evil.” 


It was narrated that a man came to Ibn Mas'oud and 
said; ‘I have a neighbor that hurts me, abuse me, and annoy 
me.’ He said; ‘Go (Pardon him). If he disobcycd Allah 
regarding you, obey Allah regarding him.’ 
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Narrated Abo Horayrah; ‘A man said; ‘Messenger of 

Allzh! So and so (a woman) performs the prayer too much, 

observe fasting too much, and give Az-Zakah too much but 


she hurts her neighbors with her tongue?’ He said: “She is 
in Hellfire.” 
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Narrated Abu Zarr; ‘My patron recommended me: “If 


you cooked meat increase its water and spoon to your 
neighbors thereof.” 
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Narrated Abu Hurayrah 4; ‘The Prophet 3 said: “O 
Muslim women! None of you should look down upon the 


gift sent by her female neighbor even if it were meatless 
hoof of a ewe (fleshless part of legs).” And 
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Narrated Sa'd bin Abo Waqqaas; ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 28 said: “Three matters bring forth happiness to the 
son of Adam. The righteous woman, the large house, and 
the suitable mount...” 
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Narrated Kolthoom Al Khoraa'i; ‘A man came to the 
Prophet 3 and said; ‘When T have done any deed, how do I 
know whether I have done well or not?’ He said: “If your 
neighbors said; ‘You have done well, you have done well. 
And if they said; “You have done ill, you have done ill.” 
And 


woh? aS Ob Le pb A Ub 


Narrated Jaabir bin ‘Abdullah; ‘The Prophet 3% said: “He 
that has a partner in a garden, let him not sell it till he 
consults his partner.” 
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Narrated Abo Horayrah ; ‘Allah's Messenger % said: 
“No one should prevent his neighbor from fixing a wooden 
peg in his wall...” 
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Narrated Ibn 'Abbaas; ‘The Messenger of Allah % said: 
“...And the man is entitled to fix his ceiling wood on his 
neighbor's wall...” 
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“...Then Abo Horayrah 2s said; ‘Why do I find you 
ayerse to it? By Allah, I certainly will enact it among you.’ 


Some scholars are on the opinion that the neighbor is 
entitled to fix his ceiling beams on the wall of his neighbor. 


The Messenger of Allah 38 said: “He for whom Allah 
wills goodness endears him to his neighbors.” 
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“Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship; 
and do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, the needy, the 
neighbor who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger, 
the companion by your side, the wayfarer (you meet), and 
those (slaves) whom your right hands possess. Verily, 
Allah does not like such as are proud and boastful.” (4: 36) 
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175. Narrated A'isha may Allah be pleased with her: ‘The 
Prophet a8 said: “Gabriel kept on recommending me to treat 
eighbor kindly until I thought he will make him an 


negate 


176. Narrated Abu-Zarr : ‘My patron recommended me: 
“If you cook meat increase its water and spoon [give some] to 
your neighbors.” 
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177. Narrated Abu-Shorayh ts: ‘The Prophet # said: 
“By Allah, he does not believe! By Allah, he does not 
believe! By Allah, he does not believe!” It was asked: 
“Who is that, O Allah's Messenger?” He said: “That person 
whose neighbor does not feel safe from his evil.”” 
(Bukhari) 
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178, Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 4 said: “The best of companions in Allah’s sight, is 


the best to his companion and the best of neighbors in 
Allah’s sight, is the best to his neighbor.” 
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Chapter( 40 ) 
About Dutifulness to the Parents and Relatives 


[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his 
book entitled Ihya’a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the 
Religious Sciences)’ 

Below is a quotation from this work, hoping that it will 
benefit the reader on this topic 


Narrated Abu-Huraira s: ‘The Prophet 38 said: “The word 
Al-Rahim (womb) is derived from the Name Al -Rehman (Most 
Gracious, One of the of Allah’s Names) and All ah said: "I will 
keep good relations with the one who keeps good relations with 
you (womb ie, kith and kin) and sever relations with him who 
severs relations with you (womb, i.c., kith and kin).”” And 
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sf Do al 
Narrated Anas ibn Malek se: °T heard Allah's Messenger 
4 saying: “Whoever desires an increase in his sustenance and 
age, should keep good relations with his kith and kin.”’ The 
other narrative adds the words: “Let him fear Allah and keep 
good relations with his kith and kin.” 
be Ske ofall Se Ye dha be Os Us at sey ke 
% pd I Ue) gi ald i J Habis 5 
pasa A oe RE Gall Gd ald kt, WO hh Ge ay 
veel AL Sl op tly a Lely atl patel, 
Narrated Dorra ibn Abu-Lahab: ‘A man rose up while the 
Prophet 4 was on the Minbar (pulpit) and said: "O Messenger 
of Allah! What is the best [attribute] among the people?” He 
said: “The best amongst them is he who reads the Koran most 
perfectly, the one who is most pious, the one who enjoins 
what is right and forbids what is wrong (most perfectly), and 
the one who treats his kith and kin most kindly.” 
Gal Se be aly Ob Soe GD I pS ple 


Fay 3 Ghd id UES ood | 
ds rsal Yel y oh 
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Narrated Abu-Zarr : ‘My patron has ordered me seven 
[things]... And he ordered me to treat my kith and kin kindly, 
even if they fled (from the warfare). He ordered me not to ask 
anyone for anything, and he ordered me to tell the truth, even 
if it was bitter.” 
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Narrated Hasan and Fitr directly from the Prophet 38 who 
said; “The one connecting his womb-related relatives is not he 
that connects those who connect him and severs those who 
sovere him. It is he that when they sever him, he connect them.” 


The other narrative has the words: 


ple © All AGL (ols 

Narrated A'isha: ‘The Messenger of Allah # said: “The 

womb is clinging to the Throne. It says: ‘He that maintains 

connections with me Allah maintains connections with him 

and he that severed relationships with me, Alah severs 
relationships with him.” 


Narrated Asma'a bint AbuBakr, may Allah be pleased 
with them: ‘My mother came to me during the lifetime of 
Allah's Messenger 3 and she was a polytheist. I said to 
Allah's Messenger 3%, secking his verdict "My maher has 
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come to me and she desires to receive a reward from me, shall 
I keep good relations with her?” The Prophet 4 said: “Yes, 
keep good relations with her.” And 


we SM pale ue 
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Narrated Salman ibn Amer: ‘The Prophet % said: “A 
charitable deed for a needy person has a one-fold reward, 


while that for a relative has a two-fold reward, ic. charity and 
keeping connections with blood relations.” 


Narrated Anas ibn Malek 4: ’I heard Allah's Messenger 4 
saying: “Whoever desires an increase in his sustenance and 
age, should keep good relations with his kith and kin.” The 
other narrative adds the words: “Let him fear Allah and keep 
good relations with his kith and kin.” 


oN ti oad he ai, Aa oi all ve 

Narrated Anas: ‘The Prophet % said to Abu-Talha: 
“Distribute it (the garden) among your relatives,” When he 
was responding to Allah’s commandment: 


wll sh ol P 

(ged) 

“By no means shall you attain righteousness unless you 

give (freely) of that which you love...*” (3: 92) Abu-Talha 

decided to give a garden of his in charity. The Messenger of 

Allah 3 said to him: “Your reward has fallen due. Distribute 
it among your relatives.” 


CE UB po Ll Oy a a 
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Narrated Hakeem bin Hizaam; ‘A man asked the Messenger 
of Allah 4% about the best charitable deed one would offer and 
he said: “That is given to the relative who shows enmity to 


one.’ 


yal Le 
: i Jal, gst, 
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“Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship; and do 
good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, the needy, the neighbor who 
is near of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger, the companion by 
your side, the wayfarer (you meet), and those (slaves) whom 
your right hands possess. Verily, Allah does not like such as are 
proud and boastful. *” (4” 36) And 

“Mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from 
a single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He created his 
wife (Eve)) and from them both He created manymen and 
women; and fear Allah through Whom you demand (your 
mutual rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs 
(kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever All-Watcher over you. *” And 


coe Uday HL Uo ded dg at ad hess Gl 
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“Those who join that which Allah has commanded to be 
joined (i.e. they are good to their relatives and do not sever 
the bond of kinship), and fear their Lord, and dread the 
terrible reckoning (i.e. abstain from all kinds of sins and evil 
deeds which Allah has forbidden and perform all kinds of 
good deeds which Allah has ordained), *” (13: 21) And 
fey dG pa wae yy 


( Acasa) © yy, 


“And We have enjoined on man to be good and dutiful to 
his parents; but if they strive to make you join anything (in 
worship) with Me (as a partner) of which you have no 
knowledge, then obey them not. Unto Me is your return, and 
shall tell you what you used to do. *” (29: 8) And 


Ash Us tale ty Ge 2} Sah Sy i VW hy ait, 
tas Sis Ld dhs Waa 9 Gl Ua ais 3 assis ear 
ef OS HE Oy Hy CS Ge UY CU Od I (1m) 

(Ye YF luv) q (v8) Pope 

“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but 
Him, and that you be dutiful to your parents. If one of them or 
both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a 
word of disrespect, nor shout at them but address them in 
terms of honor. * And lower unto them the wing of 
submission and humility through mercy, and say (invoke for 


them): "My Lord! Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did 
bring me up when I was young," (17: 23-24) And 
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“And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) 
to his parents. His mother bore him in weakness and hardshi 
upon weakness and hardship, and his weaning is in two year 
- give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final 
destination. *” (31: 14) 


As to the Hadiths, below are a fe 


SG J asl cae fel al Uhl, 1 calls 9 «in 
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MD Ge oly es 
+ age ol pe Gaull fae 
179. Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud T asked the 
Prophet %: “Which deed is the dearest to Allah?” He replied: 
“To perform the prayers at the earliest stated times.” I asked: 
>What is the next (in goodness)?” He replied: “To be good and 
dutiful to your parents.” I again asked: "What is the next (in 
goodness)?” He replied: “To take part in Al Jihad (fighting for 
Allah's Cause).” (Abdullah) added: "Then Allah's Messenger 3% 
kept silent. Had I asked him more, he would have told me 
more.” 


«ia 1 Gis y ¢ 
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180. Narrated Abu-Huraira .&: ‘The Prophet 38 said: 
“Allah created His creation, and when He had finished it, the 
womb got up and caught hold of Allah, whereupon Allah 
said: “What is the matter?” The womb said: "I seek refuge 
with you from Al-Qateea'a (Severing the ties of kith and 


kin),” At that Allah && said: “Will you accept (be satisfied) if 
I bestow My Favors on him who keeps your ties, and 
withhold My Favors from him who severs your ties?” At that 
it said” "Yes, O my Lord!” Then Allah 3& said: “That is for 
you.” (Abu-Huraira added): ‘If you wish, you can recite: 


“Would you then, if you were given the authority, do 
mischief in the land, and sever your ties of kinship? * Such 
are they whom Allah has cursed, so that He bas made them 
deaf and blinded their sight. *” (47: 22-23) 


Mesos bas a a Ogee Dk a 
iH a de Sy cul Al de ay ga Si tts 
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181, Narrated Mu'aweya ibn Heeda: ‘T asked: ”O Allah's 
Messenger! To whom should I be most devoted?” He replied: 
"Your mother." I asked: "Who comes next?” He replied: 
“Your mother." I asked: "Who comes next?” He replied: 
“Your mother." I asked: "Who comes next?” He replied: 
"Your father, then your relatives; the closest then the next 
closest.” 


5a 
paul Aabily iste pad id ob — 
Chapter( 41) 


About the Forbiddance of Being Undutiful to Parents 
Allah 38 said: 


ad (ry pay 1 shay Gao 1 gh hat of ‘ls a see UBD 
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“Would you then, if you were given the authority, do 
mischief in the land, and sever your ties of kinship? * Such 
are they whom Allah has cursed, so that He has made them 
deaf and blinded their sight. *” (47: 22-23) And 


4 ail ad Ge Oaakly ails Sb ye dl 24 Oy tet GS } 
(vee) (JS) bse pay Ra Ah aI Cet hey Saag 

“And those who break the Covenant of Allah, after its 
ratification, and sever what Allzh has commanded to be 
joined (i.e. they sever the bond of kinship and are not good to 
their relatives), and work mischief in the land, on them is the 


curse (i.e. they will be far away from Allah's Mercy), and for 
them is the unhappy (evil) home (ie. Hell). *” (13: 25) And 
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“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but 
Him and that you should be dutiful to your parents. If one of 
them or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to 
them a word of disrespect, nor shout at them, but address 
them in terms of honor. * And lower unto them the wing of 
submission and humility through merey, and say: "My Lord! 
Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did bring me up when I 
was young.*" (17: 23-24) 


Be GANS at p7ja UW ye 


add be 
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182. Narrated Abu-Bakra : ‘The Prophet said thrice: 
"Should I tell you about the most dangerous of the major 
sins?" They said: "Yes, O Allah's Messenger!” He said: "To 
join others in worship with Allah and to be undutiful to one's 
parents." The Prophet #& was reclining, then sat erect and said: 
“Particularly, avoid  perjury.”” Abu-Bakra said: “The 
Messenger of Allah % kept on repeating this many times until 
we said (to ourselves): "Would it be that he would keep 
silent.” 
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183. Narrated Abdullah ibn Onays Al-Johani: “The 
Messenger of Allah % said: “It is of the major sins that one 
ascribes partners to Allah $, is undutiful to parents, and 
utters false oaths (that dips its taker in Fire)...” 


Perey 
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184, Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr ,may Allah be pleased 
with her: ‘Allah's Messenger % said: "It is one of the 
greatest sins that a man should curse his parents." It was 
asked: "O Allah's Messenger! How does a man curse his 
parents?” The Prophet 48 said: "The man abuses the father 
of another man then, the latter abuses the father of the 
former and abuses his mother." 
4) Q)) BE oA US sd (al (pealy Wes oy Sp tall Ge —1A0 
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185. Narrated Al-Moghecra ibn Sho'aba <: ‘The 
Prophet #% said: “Allah has forbidden for you to be 
337 


op Ga Wis Aga a - ye 


Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
(Abridged) 


undutiful to your mothers, to bury your daughters alive, to 
withhold the rights of the poor and others, and to beg from 
men. And Allah has hated for you to gossip (sinful and vain 
talk like backbiting etc.), to ask too many questions, (in 
disputed religious issues, etc.), and He forbade you to 
waste wealth (by extravagance with lack of wisdom and 
thinking etc.).”” (Bukhari) 


Us oily GAN ptbual yy Sead gd Oy 


Chapter( 42) 


About the Superiority of Showing Dutifulness to One’s 
Parents’ Friends 


From the Messenger of Allah 4: 


Gall Se BAL cag a Jee i Scala 5 ya 
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186, Narrated Abdullah ibn Dinar: ‘A nomad met with 
Abdullah ibn Omar on the road to Mecca. Abdullah greeted 
him, let him ride behind him on his mount, and gave him the 
turban he was wearing.’ Ibn Dinar said: “May Allah reform 
your affairs Abu-Abdul-Rahman) They are (the nomads) are 
satisfied with the least thing.” Abdullah said: "The father of 
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that man was a friend to Omar and I heard the Messenger of 
Allah 3 saying: ’The best form of righteousness is that one 
shows kindness to the folk of his father’s friends.” And 
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187. Narrated Ibn Omar: ‘A man came to the Prophet 3 
and said: "I have committed a major sin. Is my repentance 
accepted?” He said: “Is your mother alive?” He said: No.” 


The Prophet 4§ said: “Have you a maternal aunt?” He said: 
Yes.” He said: “So, be kind to her.” 


Le Bee eld ye wal Ge Cie Les 
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188. Narrated A'isha may Allah be pleased with her: ‘I did 
not get jealous of any of the wives of the Prophet 4 as much 
as I did of Khadeeja, although I never saw her, but the 
Prophet 8 used to mention her very often; and whenever he 
slaughtered a ewe he would cut it up and send some to the 
women friends of Khadeeja. | would say to him: "(You treat 
Khadeeja in such a way) as if there is no woman on earth 
except Khadeeja," He would say: "Khadeeja was such-and- 
such, and [had my children with her." (Bukhari) 
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Chapter( 43 ) 
About Revering the People of. 
Knowledge and the virtuous People 
Allah & said. 
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“Is one who is obedient to Allah, prostrating himself or 
standing (in prayer) during the hours of the night, fearing the 
Hereafter, and hoping for the Mercy of his Lord (like one who 
disbelieves)? Say: "Are those who know equal to those who 


know not?" It is only men of understanding who will remember 
(ie. get a lesson from Allah's Signs and Verses). *” (39: 9) 
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189. Abu-Mas‘oud : ‘The Messenger of Allah 4 said: 
“A man should not be led in the prayer in his home except by 
his leave and it is not permissible for one to sit in his favorite 
seat in his house, except by his leave.”” (At-Termizi) 
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190, Narrated Rafe'e ibn Khadeej" ‘Abdullah ibn Sahl 
ibn Sa'ad and Mohayyisha ibn Mas'oud ibn Zayd went out 
until they reached Khaybar and then they parted. Afterwards 
Mohayyisha learned thal Abdullah ibn Sahl had been killed 
He buried him and came to the Messenger of Allah % with 
Howayyisa ibn Mas'oud and Abdul-Rahman ibn Sab 
Abdul-Rahman was the youngest among them, and when he 
started to speak before his two companions, the Messenger of 
Allah 3 said to him: “Let the older one speak,” and so he kept 
silent, The two companions and Abdul-Rahman informed the 
Prophet % about the incident. The Prophet 3 said to them: 
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“Would you take fifty oaths that you would be entitled to 
have your fellow or the murderer”?” (At-Termizi) 


191. Narrated Abdullah ibn Omar: ‘The Meant of 
Allah 38 said: “Really, there is a tree whose leaves do not fall. 
It is an example of the believer. So, guess which one it is?” 
Tbn Omar said: ‘The people started thinking of the various 
kinds of the trees and I guessed it to be the date palm. The 
Prophet # then said: “It is the date palm8.” Abdullah ibn 


7 This is known as Al-Qasama. It occurs when homicide is 
committed, the felon is unknown, and the guardians of the 
murdered one have doubts, based on solid grounds, about some 
people. Fifty of the doubted people have to take oath that they did 
not kill the murdered person or do not know the killer. Its condition 
is that the one taking the oath should be a free person ie. not a 
slave]. Imam Malek said: "Women can take an oath in the case of 
manstaughter, but not for premeditated murder.” Its ruling is the 
giving of blood money after swearing, 

® The similarity between a date palm and a believer related to the 
leaves not falling is that a believer's prayers are always granted 
and are not rejected, as the leaves of the date palm never fall. The 
narrative compiled by Imam Muslim has the words: “Really, there 
are some trees whose blessedness is like the blessedness of the 
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Omar said: ‘I felt shy to answer.’ He further said: ‘I talked to 

Omar (his father) about this and he said: “If you had so 

answered, it would have been better for me than having such 

and such.”” (At-Termizi) 
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192. Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘The Messenger of Allah 

¥¢ said: “There is no young man that dignifies an old one due 


to his old age except that Allah 38 would assign for him one 
to serve him in his old age.” (At-Termizi) 


Muslim." The blessedness of the date palm is not unknown. From 
the first day when it starts growing until it [dies and] dries up, man 
makes use of it, even the stones of their fruit are used as fodder 
for animals. In the same way, a Muslim's blessedness is constant 
and he benefits all around him, even after his death. 

This Hadith shows that a teacher is entitled to examine the 
students’ knowledge through questioning and clarifying the 
answers to his questions when they do not know the right answer. 
However, it should be obvious that posing puzzling question is not 
permissible, especially those that may embarrass the students or 
scholars 
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Chapter: (44) 
About Accompanying and Love of the 
Righteous People 


[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his book 
entitled thya'a Ulum A-Din (Revival of the Religious 
Sciences)’ 


Below is a quotation from this work hoping that it will 
benefit the reader on this topic. 


“Brothethood and Harmony 


Please be informed that harmony is the fruit of a noble 
character and disunity is the fruit of evil characters. Noble 
characters create harmony and unity, while evil characters 
create disunity and separation, and noble characters are 
praised in Allah’s Book as when Allah 3 has praised His 
Prophet 8. He says: 


b> 


(am) pbb alk bd 
“And you stand on an exalted standard of character. *” 
(68: 4) 
From the Messenger of Allah 3&: 
BM eT od te 4) be Sy Ee a 
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Prophet ¢ said: “Do you 


know what admits people into Paradise most? It is fearing 
Allah and a noble character.” And 
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Narrated Osama ibn Shareek: 
best thing one is given?" He said: 


.they said: *What is the 
‘A noble character.” And 
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 38 said: 
“T have been sent to perfect the best morals” And 
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Narrated Abu Al-Darda'a: ‘The Prophet 38 said: “There 
is nothing weightier on the believer’s scale’s than a noble 
character.” And 


AS ol ot oe jhe Oy hae US 


It is crystal clear that nobleness of character creates 
sociability and harmony. There are many textual proofs 
praising intimacy and harmony based on piety and religion. 
Allah 38 says reminding the believers of His favor to them: 
tos pedi oot all Oe tae Gaal A il ayy dss Gall, 
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“...Had you spent all that is on the earth, you would not 
have produced that affection, but Allah has done it...*” 
(8: 63) And 


as Sk SESE LE Yo anh a ny Ley) 


.--So that by His Grace, you have become brothers...*” 
(3: 103) 

The Messenger of Allah 3 said: “The believer befriends 
and is easily befriended and there is no good in him that does 
not befriend or is not easily befriended.” 


Abu-Muslim Al-khawlani said to Mo'az: "I love you for 
Allah's sake.” He said to him: "Have good tidings! I heard the 
Laas of Allah saying G 


Narrated Abu-Muslim Al-khawlani; ‘Mo'az ibn Jabal said 
to me: ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah 48 saying: “Allah & 
says: "Those who love each other for My sake have pulpits of 
light. The Prophets and the martyrs wish eagerly for their 


statuses.”” The other narrative comprises the words: “Their 
faces are like the full moon. People will be concerned and 
they will not. They are Allah's devotees who will have no 
fear nor shall they grieve.” 
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Abu-Huraira said: ‘The Messenger of Allah said 4%: “There 
are pulpits of light around the Throne where people whose faces 
and clothes are like light will sit. These people are neither 
prophets nor martyrs, but the prophets and the martyrs are 
envious of their status.” They said: "Describe them to us, 
Messenger of Allah!” He said: “They are those who love each 
other, sit with cach other, and visit each other for Allah’s sake.” 
‘And “There are no two persons who love each other except that 
the one who loves his brother more is the more beloved to 
Allah.” 


It is inferred from the following verse that when one 
Muslim brother loves his brother more than his brother loves 
him, the one having less love is raised to the rank of the other, 
similarly to the way that children’s statuses are raised up to 
join their fathers. Allah 38 says: 


Vial Gar, } 
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«,..@hose who believed and their progeny who followed 
strictly their footsteps) We shall let their progeny join them. 
We shall not deprive them (of the fruit) of aught of their 
works. ..°” (52: 21) 


From the sayings of the Messenger of Allah #: 


08S tll ae CO db ww ay ras A asd 


‘The Messenger of Allah 3¢ said: “Allah 3& says: 'My love is 
duly deserved for those who love each other for My sake. My 
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love is duly deserved for those who visit each other for My 
sake. My love is duly deserved for those who spend for My 
sake. My love is rightful for those who support each other for 
My sake.” And 
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 
“On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will say: "Where are 
those who loved each other for My sake? This Day I take 


them in My shade where there is no shade except Mine.””” 
And 
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Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘The Prophet 4 said: “Allah 
will give shade to seven people on the Day when there will be 
no shade but His. (These seven persons are): A just ruler, a 
young person who has been brought up in the worship of 
Allah (i.e. worships Allah 3% alone sincerely from his 
childhood), a man whose heart is attached to the mosque (i.e. 
who offers the five compulsory congregational prayers (in the 
mosques)), two people who love each other only for Allah's 
sake and they meet and part in Allah's cause only, a man who 
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refuses the seduction of a charming woman of noble birth and 

ys: ‘I am afraid of Allah, a man who gives charitable gifts 
so secretly that his left hand does not know what his right 
hand has given, and a person who remembers Allah in 
privacy and his eyes become flooded with tears.” 


The Messenger of Allah 3 said: “A man went out to visit a 
(Muslim) brother whom he loves for the sake. Allah assigned an 
angel who said to him: "Where are you going?” He said: ‘I am 
going to visit my brother so and so.” The angel said: "Have you 
anything to request from him?’ The man said: ‘No.’ The angel 
said: "Are you relatives?” The man said: ‘No.’ The angel said: 
“Has he done any favor to you?” The man said: ‘No.’ The angel 
said: "Then, why do you visit him?’ The man said: ‘I love him 
for Allah’s sake.’ The angel said: "Indeed, Allah has sent me to 
inform you that Allah loves you for your love to him and He 
has made Paradise your rightful share.” 


te alae be 5 of AS Ee ld oe Oy US 
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Narrated Abu-Zamr : ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 said: 
“The best of deeds is to love for Allah and hate for Allah.” 
Wise sayings: 

(6) ee tatty (0) pace Gash Vy (Vee) Ge LI Lad 


Ali 4 said: ‘Have (righteous) bothers for they are [your] 
supporters in life and in the Hereafter. Have not you heard the 
cry of the inmates of Hellfire: “Now, we have none to 
intercede (for us), * Nor a single friend to feel (for us). *” 
(26: 100-101) 
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Abdullah ibn Omar may Allah be pleased with them, 
said: "By Allah! If I were to observe fasting all the time 
without breaking it, stand in the prayer all night without 
sleeping, and if I were to spend my wealth until the last penny 
for the sake of Allah, and I do not have love for the obedient 
people to Allah and hate for the disobedient people to Allah, 
such good deeds would not benefit me.” 


When Ibn Al-Sammak was on his deathbed, he invoked 
Allah: "O Allah! You know that if I have committed some 
sins, I loved those who used to obey you. So, let this be an 
offering to You.” 


Al-Hasan said: "Soa of Adam! Do not be deluded by the 
saying: ‘A man will be with him whom he loves.’ For you 
will not attain the status of the righteous unless you behave in 
the same way they behaved. The Jews and the Christians 
loved their prophets, but they will not be with them.” 


It is inferred from this that there should be righteous deeds 
as well as love. Al-Fodhayl mocked those who claimed to be 
in the highest degree of Paradise with the prophets and 
martyrs as saying: "You want to be in the highest degree of 
Paradise with the prophets and martyrs! For which deed have 
you done! Which lust have you given up? Which anger have 
you suppressed? Which blood relation that severed ties with 
you, have you connected with? Which sin of your brother 
have you pardoned?Or which relative have you deserted for 
Allah’s sake?” 


Abdullah ibn Mas'oud said: "If a man were to stand for 
the prayer between the comer with the Black Stone of Ka'aba 
and Magam for seventy years, Allah would gather him with 
those whom he loved on the Day of Resurrection.” 
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Al-Hasan said” ”Deserting a rebellious one is an offering 
to Allah 38.” 


A man said to Muhammad ibn Wasie'e: “I love you for 
Allah’s sake.” He said: "I love you for Whom you loved me 
for.” Then he turned his face and said: "O Allah! I seek refuge 
with You lest I should love for Your sake while You detest me.” 


a & aa 


Hus (oye GS oa a 
(ure ast) C4) Sats cad, Ua 


“And (remember) when Moses said to his boy-servant: "I 
will not give up (traveling) until I reach the junction of the 
two seas or (until) I spent years and years in traveling. * But 
when they reached the junction of the two seas, they forgot 
their fish, and it took its way through the sea as in a tunnel. * 
So when they had passed further on (beyond that fixed place), 
Moses said to his boy-servant: "Bring us our morning meal; 
truly, we have suffered much fatigue in this journey” * He 
said: "Do you remember when we betook ourselves to the 
rock? I indeed forgot the fish; none but Satan made me forget 
to remember it. It took its course into the sea in a strange 
(way)!" * Moses said: "That is what we have been seeking.” 
So they went back retracing their footsteps. * Then, they 
found one of Our servants, on whom We had bestowed mercy 
from Us, and whom We had taught knowledge from Us. * 
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Moses said to him (Khadir): "May I follow you so that you 
teach me something of that knowledge (guidance and true path) 
that you have been tough (by Allah)? ** as: 6066) And 


(was) CL “sl es tla ay 


“(O Muhammad!) adhere yourself patiently with those 
who call on their Lord (i.e. your companions who remember 
their Lord with glorification, praising in prayers, and other 
righteous deeds) morning and afternoon, seeking His Pleasure 
and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp and 
glitter of the life of the world; and obcy not him whose heart 
We have made heedless of Our Remembrance, and who 
follows his own lusts, and whose affair (deeds) has been lost. 
* (18: 28) 
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193. Narrated Abu-Musa 4: ‘The Prophet % said: “The 
example of a good righteous companion and an evil one is 
that of a person carrying musk and another blowing a pair of 
bellows, The one who is carrying musk will either give you 
some perfume as a present, or you will buy some from him, 
or you will get a good smell from him; but the one who is 
blowing a pair of bellows will either burn your clothes or you 
will get a bad smell from him.” (Bukhari) 
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194. Narrated Jaber : ‘The Prophet 4% said: “Indeed, a 

woman would be taken in marriage for being religious, 

wealthy, and for being beautiful. So, take in marriage the 
religious woman, otherwise you will be destitute”.”” 
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195. Narrated Anas: ‘A man came to the Messenger of 
Allah 3 and said: "Messenger of Allah! When will the hour 
be established?” The Messenger of Allah % rose up for the 
prayer. When he completed the prayer, he said: “Where is the 


° The words used here are actually: taribat yadak’, which literally 
mean ‘your hands would be covered with dust.’ It is not a curse 
against him who does not take a religious woman in marriage as 
could be understood. It is a guide for us to the best way to have a 
happy marital life. 
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one asking about the Hour?" The man said: "Yes. Messenger 
of Allah!” The Messenger of Allah 2 said: “What did you 
prepare for it?” The man said: "Messenger of Allah! I have 
not prepared much prayer or excessive fasting, save I love 
Allah | and His Messenger 48.” The Messenger of Allah 3 
said: “Man will be with whom he loved. And you will be with 
whom you loved.” Anas said: "The Muslims did not get 
pleaser from anything like their pleasure with this.” 
a ee 


age Gall ail A Gall Jad dG £0 
Chapter:( 45) 


About Superiority of Love for Allah’s Sake 


[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his book 
entitled Thya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious 
Sciences)’ 


Below is a quotation from this work hoping that it will benefit 
the reader on this topic 


Love of Allah 3. 
‘Allah &% only is worthy of Love 


He that does not love Allah does this out if ignorance and 
failure to know Allah & as He should be loved. Love of the 
Messenger of Allah % is also ordered because it is an 
outcome of love for Allah. Love of the scholars and the pious 
is obligatory too, because the beloved one of the Beloved is 
beloved, the Messenger of the Beloved is beloved, and the 
beloved ones of the beloved are beloved. All this arises from 
loving the Source i.e. Allah 3%. Thus, there is no real beloved 
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one for the people of insight except Allah 38 and no one 
deserves love except Him 3&. 


This can be attributed to five reasons, and the five reasons 
are combined in Allah’s right to love. The individual reasons 
are granted to some people. They are actual in Allah’s right 
to love, but they are only a mirage in other creatures’ right to 
love, as they are only metaphorical in people. Thus, the 
knowledgeable people know that real love should be for Allah 
& because it entails loving none besides Allah 33. 


The First Cause: 


Man loves his self, life, perfection, and eternal existence. 
He hates death, imperfection, and what leads to imperfection. 
This is the nature of every living creature and it is not 
possible for man to give up such instinctive desires. This also 
entails a perfect love of Allah 35, because he that knows his 
self and his Lord, knows for certain that he is not living alone, 
rather that his existence and perfection is from Allah 3%, to 
Allah 38, and for Allah 38, 


Allah is his Originator and Sustainer, He 2% grants man 
noble attributes and guides him to the means that lead to 
noble attributes. Thus, the servant has no existence except 
from Allah 38; but for Allah’s bounty in creating him, he 
would not exist. He is perishable, except that Allah 38 grants 
him life. But for Allah’s will to perfect him, he would be 
imperfect. 


In brief, there is no creature except that it stands in need of 
the Sustainer, the Living, and the Etemal, all else stands in 
need of Him. Thus, if the cognizant one loves his self he must 
love Him Who has originated him and granted him life and 
existence. He is the Creator, the Originator, the Eternal, and 
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the Sustainer of every creature. It is He Who stands in no 
need of any creature. 


So, if man does not love Allah, this is due to his ignorance 
of his self and his Lord. Love is the fruit of knowledge, and it 
dwindles, weakens, or strengthens proportionally with knowledge. 
For this reason, Al-Hasan A- Basri said: "He that knew his Lord 
loves Him, and he that loved life abstains from it.” 


It cannot be imagined that man loves his self and then he 
does not love his Lord Who sustains him! It is well known 
that the one afflicted by the heat of the sun, loves shade. His 
love for the shade leads him to love the trees that provide him 
with the shade. It is obvious that all that existed is attributed 
to Allah 38, as the shade is attributed to the trees and light to 
the sun. All are signs of His Ability and all rely on Him for 
existence, as light is attributed to the sun and shade is attributed 
to the trees, 


Thus, if man’s love for his self is essential, his love for 
what helps him to live becomes essential too. The same 
applies to granting him long life, attributes, etc. 


He who is deprived of this love is he who has involved his 
self in satisfying his lusts and is detracted from his Lord Who 
has created him. He has confined his sight to material lusts. 


The Second Cause: 


Man loves those who do good for him, such as giving him of 
their wealth, talking to him kindly, supporting him against his 
enemies, and protecting him from the evil people. This very fact 
necessitates that man should love Allah 38 alone, if he knows 
that Allah & is the One Who does good for him. The favors of 
Allah to His servants are too many to count. Allah && says: 
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“., But if you count the favors of Allah, never will you be 
able to number them...*” (14: 34) 
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“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those who 
are with him are severe against the disbelievers, and merciful 
amongst themselves. You see them bowing and falling down 
in prostration (in prayer), seeking Bounty from Allah and 
(His) Good Pleasure. The mark of them (of their faith) is on 
their faces (foreheads) from the traces of prostration (during 
prayers). This is their description in the Torah. But their 
description in Al Injeel is like @ (sown) seed which sends 
forth its shoot, then makes it strong, and then becomes thick 


and it stands straight on its stem, delighting the sowers, that 
He may enrage the disbelievers with them. Allah has 
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promised those among them who believe (all those who 
follow Islamic Monotheism, the religion of Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him) until the Day of 
Resurrection) and do righteous good deeds, forgiveness, and a 
mighty reward (i.e. Paradise). *” (48: 29) And 


sins Vs pull ath Ge ad pad on Ua 9 Ld Oy 
te ty OE peel GE UU LE ee ae 
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“And (it is also for) those who, before them had homes 
(in Madina) and had adopted Faith, love those who emigrated to 
them, and have no jealousy in their breasts for what they have 
been given (from Al Fay’ of Bano Al-Nadheer) and give them 
(emigrants) preference over themselves even though they were 
in need of that, And whosoever is saved from his own 
covetousness such are they who wil be the succesful *"(59:9 ) 
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196, Narrated Anas: ‘The Messerger of Allah 2% said: 
“Whoever possessed these three (qualities) would have the 
sweetness (delight) of faith. The one to whom Allahs& and 
His Messenger # become dearer to him than anything else, the 
one who loves a person and he loves him only for Allah's sake, 


and the one who would hate to convert to atheism (unbelief) as 
he would hate to be thrown into the fire.” (Termizi) 
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197. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed: ‘The Messenger of Allah % 
said: “Allah will give shade to seven people on the Day when 
there will be no shade besides His. They are a just ruler, a 
young man who has been brought up in the worship of Allah 
8 alone sincerely from his childhood, a man whose heart is 
attached to the mosques, two people who love each other only 
for Allah's sake and they meet and part in Allah's cause only, 
a man who refuses the seduction of a charming woman of 
noble birth saying: ‘I fear Allah,’ a man who gives charitable 
gifts so secretly that his left hand does not know what his 
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right hand has given, and a person who remembers Allah in 
seclusion and his eyes overflows with tears.” 
GS UB Gh TG ata Sh SS Ga Sh 88 
BS aS abe GI Ge cliy lob othe Ue I gO Las 
oo BSED 238 al JE sh 38 a Ug Ui die D4 a 
wohl * oli, fad has pee tied De 
198, Narrated Abu-Muslim Al-khawlani: ‘Mo'az_ ibn 
Jabal said to me: "I heard the Messenger of Allah 38 saying: 
’ Allah && says: “Those who love each other for My sake have 
pulpits of light. The Prophets and the martyrs wish eagerly 
for their statuses.”””” The other narrative comprises the 
words: “Their faces are like the full moon. People will be 
concerned and they will not. They are Allah’s devotees who 
will have no fear nor shall they grieve.” 


sal SB al co olde bu £4 
Chapter ( 46) 
About Signs of Allah’s Love of His Devotees 
Allah 3% said: 
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“Say (O Muhammad! to mankind): "If you (really) love 
Allah then follow me (accept the Islamic Monotheism, follow 
the Koran and Sunna), Allah will love you and forgive you 
your sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”” 
(3: 31) And 
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“O you who believe! Whoever among you turns back 
from his religion (Islam), Allah will bring ‘another people 
whom He will love and they will love Him. They will be 
humble towards the believers, stern towards the disbelievers. 
They will be fighting in the Way of Allah. They will never 
fear the blame of the blamers. That is the Grace of Allah that 
He bestows on whom He wills. And Allah is All Sufficient 
for His creatures’ needs and All-Knower. *” (5: 54) 
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199. Narrated Abu-Huraira 2»: ‘Allah's Messenger 38 said: 
“Allah said: ‘I will declare war against him who shows 
hostility to a pious worshipper of Mine. And the most 
beloved things with which My slave draws near to Me is what 
T have enjoined upon him. My slave keeps on coming closer to 
Me through performing the optional acts of worship ( in addition 
to what is obligatory) until I love him. When [ love him, I 
become the sense of hearing with which he hears, the sense of 
sight with which he secs, the hand with which he grips, and the 
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leg with which he walks; and if he asks Me [for anything] will 
give him, and if he asks for My Protection (Refuge) 1 will 
protect him (take him in My Protection); and I do not hesitate to 
do anything as I hesitate to take the soul of the believer, for he 
hates death, and | hate to disappoint him.””” (Bukhari) 
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200, Narrated Abu-Huraira a: ‘The Prophet 3 said: “If 
Allah loves a person, He calls out to Gabriel saying: ’Allah 
loves so and so. O Gabriel! Love him.” Gabriel would love 
him and make an announcement to the inhabitants of the 
heaven: *Allah loves so and so, therefore you should love him 
also.’ And so, all the inhabitants of the heaven would love 


him, and he is then granted the pleasures of the people on the 
earth.” (Bukhari) 
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Chapter: (47) 

About Warning against Harming the Righteous, 


the Weak, and the Destitute 
Allah 3 said: 
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undeservedly, they bear (on themselves) the crime of slander 
and plain sin. *” (33: 58) And 


(ey gassed) C0) es 8 sal (4) Se 5G 


“Therefore, treat not the orphan unfairly * And repulse 
not the beggar. *” (93: 9-10) 
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201. Narrated Abu-Huraira »: “Allah's Messenger #8 said: 
“Allah said: “I will declare war against him who shows 
hostility to a pious worshipper of Mine. And the most 
beloved things with which My slave draws near to Me, is 
what I have enjoined upon him; and My slave keeps on 
coming closer to Me through performing the optional acts of 
worship (besides what is obligatory) until I love him. When [ 
love him, I become the sense of hearing with which he hears, the 
sense of sight with which he sees, the hand with which he grips, 
and his leg with which he walks; and if he asks Me for anything 
will give it to him, and if he asks for My Protection (Refuge) I will 
protect him (take him in My Protection). and I do not hesitate to do 
anything as I hesitate to take the soul of the believer, for he hates 
death, and I hate to disappoint him.”” (Bukhari) 
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Chapter: ( 48) 
About Judging People in accordance 


with their Apparent Behavior 
Allah 3 said: 
UN Shad, oll a SHANE SIS’ WGI, SLaN 1 gall 135 gh 
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“But if they repented, performed the prayer, and gave 
Zakat, then they are your brothers in religion. (In this way) 
We explain the signs in detail for a people who know. * (9: 11) 
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202. Narrated Abu-Huraira: “The Messenger of Allah 3s 
said: "I have been ordered to fight people until they say: ‘La 
Haha illa Allah (None has the right to be worshipped except 
Allah).” So if they say it, they save their blood and property, 


except what violates Islamic law, and then their reckoning 
will be with Allah 3."" 
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203. Narrated Osama ibn Zayd: ‘Allah's Messenger 3 
sent us to Al-Haraqah, and in the moming we attacked them 
and defeated them. An Ansari man and I followed a man from 
among them and when we overtook him, he said: “La Taha 
illa Allah (None has the right to be worshipped except 
Allah).” Upon hearing that, the Ansari man stopped, but I 
killed him by stabbing him with my spear. When we returned, 
the Prophet % learned about this and he said: “O Osama! Did 
you kill him after he had said: ‘La Ilaha illa Allah (None has 
the right to be worshipped except Allah)?” I said: "But he 
only said it to save himself.” The Prophet 3 kept on repeating 
that so often that I wished I had not embraced Islam before 
that day.” (Bukhari) 


aga gb ol £4 
Chapter (49) 
About Fearing Allah & 


Now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in this 
concern. 


Allah & said: 


A il og ds 15185 asl E 
(6 5d) € os (sy Sey 


“O Children of Israel! Remember My Favor that I 
bestowed upon you, and fulfill (your obligations to) My 
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Covenant (with you) so that I fulfill (My Obligations to) your 
covenant (with Me), and fear none but Me. *” (2:40) And 


COvenn) € sacha ths yy) 


“Verily, the Seizure (punishment) of your Lord is 
severe.” (85: 12) And 
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“Such is the seizure of your Lord when He seizes the 
(population of) the towns while they are doing wrong. Verily, 
His Scizure is painful, (and) severe. * Indeed, in that (there) is 
a sure lesson for those who fear the torment of the Hereafter. 
That is a Day whereon mankind will be gathered together, 
and that is a Day when all (the dwellers of the heavens and 
the earth) will be present * And We delay it only for a term 
(already) fixed. * When that Day comes, nobody shall speak 
except by His (Allah's) Leave. Some among them will be 
wretched and (others) blessed. * As for those who are 
wretched, they will be in Fire, sighing in a high and low tone. 
* (11: 102-106) And 


Gab ab Unb oats sell oS oo att Ge St Uskied BEY} 
mea ail iy A a SS 


pein |i IY lg ball Ge 
(14 doe dl) 


366 


Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
ridged) 


“Let not the believers take the disbelievers as supporters 
instead of the believers, and whoever does that will never be 
helped by Allah in any way, except if you indeed fear a 
danger from them. And Allah warns you against Himself (His 
Punishment), and to Allah is the final return. *” (3: 28) And 


sea as 


“That Day a man shall flee from his brother, * From his 
mother and his father, * And from his wife and his children. * 
Every man that Day will have enough to make him careless of 
others. *” (80: 34-37) And 


(8 gest) (0 ollie 2) ate GE ea D 


“But for him who fears the standing before his Lord, 
there will be two Gardens (i.e. in Paradise). *” (55: 46) And 
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“And some of them draw near to others, questioning * 
Saying: ‘Aforetime, we were afraid (of the punishment of 
Allah) in the midst of our families. But Allah has been 
gracious to us, and has saved us from the torment of the Fire 
* Verily, We used to invoke Him (Alone and none else) 


before. Verily, He is Al-Barr (the Most Subtle, Kind, 
Courteous, and Generous), the Most Merciful. *"" (52: 25-28) 


The verses in this regard are too many to count, and so are 
the Hadiths. 
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204. Narrated Abdullah (ibn Mas'ond ) ae: ‘Allah's 
Messenger, the true and truly inspired # said: “(The matter of 
the creation of) a human being is put together in the womb of 
the mother in forty days, and then he becomes a clot of thick 
blood for a similar period, and then a piece of flesh for a 
similar period. Then Allah sends an angel who is ordered to 
write four things. He is ordered to write down his (i.e. the 
new creature's) deeds, his livelihood, his (date of) death, and 
whether he will be blessed or wretched (in the Hereafter) 
Then the soul is breathed into him, So, a man amongst you 
may do (good) deeds until there is only a cubit between him 
and Paradise and then what has been written for him decides 
his behavior and he starts doing the (evil) deeds of the people 
of the (Hell) Fire'”. And similarly a man amongst you may do 


ob ‘ah ee a 


® Some scholars explain this as referring to those who do good 
deeds to show off and not for the sake of Allah 8, thinking that 
they begulle Allah ss and the believer, but Allah 5 causes them to 
go astray and mocks them. Allah 38 says: 

“And of mankind, there are some (hypocrites) who say: "We 
believe in All4h and the Last Day" while in fact they believe not. * 
They (think to) deceive Allah and those who believe, while they 
only deceive themselves, and they perceive (it) not. * In their 
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(evil) deeds until there is only a cubit between him and the 
(Hell) Fire, and then what has been written for him decides 
his behavior, and he starts doing deeds characteristic of the 
people of Paradise.” (Bukhari) 
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205. Narrated Al-No'aman ibn Basheer Js: "I heard the 
Prophet 3 saying: “The least punished person in the (Hellfire) 
on the Day of Resurrection will be a man under the arches of 
whose feet there will be two firebrands, because of which his 
brain will boil just like a boiler or a narrow-necked vessel 
when they contain boiling water.” (Bukhari) 
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206. Abdullah ibn Omar (may Allah be pleased with 
them) said, as a comment on the verse: 


“The Day when (all) mankind will stand before the Lord 
of all that exists (mankind, jinn and all that exists). *” (83: 6), 
that the Prophet 3s said: “Some of them will be submerged in 
their sweat up to the middle of their ears. ” (Bukhari) 


hearts is a disease (of doubt and hypocrisy) and Allah has 
increased their disease. A painful torment is theirs because they 
used to tell lies. *” And 

“Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who 
deceives them. And when they stand up for the prayer, they stand 
with laziness and to be seen by men, and they do not remember 
Allah but little. *" (4" 142) 
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207. Narrated Abu-Zarr : ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 said: 
“I see what you do not see and hear what you do not hear. 
The heavens have screamed and they have the full right to 
scream. There is no space the width of four fingers ex cept there 
is a prostrating angel with his forehead on it for Allah 38. And 
by Allah, if you have known what I know, you would weep 
much and laugh little, you would not enjoy the women in bed, and 
you would come out on the pathways supplicating to Allah 3 
sincerely. I wish that I was a tree that is cut off.” (At-Termi: 
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208. Narrated Ibn Mas'oud : ‘The Prophet 3% said: “No one 
of the sons of Adam will be moved from the place of 
reckoning on the day of Judgment save after having been 
accounted for in five things: his life and for what (good or 
evil) he had spent it, his strength and for what (good or evil) 
he exerted it, his wealth and from where he had earned it and 
on what (good or evil) he had spent it, and after being 
accounted as to whether he had behaved in accordance with 
what he had acquired of knowledge.” (At-Termizi) 
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209, Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘Some cooked meat was 
brought to Allah’s Messenger 3 and the meat from the fore 
shank was presented to him as he used to like it. He ate a 
morsel of it and said: “I will be the master of all the people on 
the Day of Resurrection. Do you know the reason for this? 
Allah will gather all the human beings from the early 
generations as well as the later generations on one plain, so 
that the announcer will be able to make them all hear his 
voice and the watcher will be able to see all of them. The sun 
will come so close to the people that they will suffer severe 
distress and hardship in a way they will not be able to tolerate 
or bear. Then the people will say to each other: ‘Don't you 
see, what state you have reached? Won't you look for 
someone who can intercede for you with your Lord? Some 
people will say: 'Go to Adam.’ So they will go to Adam and 
say to him: 'You are the father of mankind. Allah has created 
you with His Own Hand, and breathed into you His spirit, and 
ordered the angels to prostrate before you, and they did, so 
please intercede for us with your Lord. Don't you see what 
state we are in? Don't you see what condition we have 
reached?’ Adam will say: "This day my Lord has become 
angry as He never became before, nor will ever become 
hereafter. He forbade me (to eat of the fruit of) the Tree, but I 
disobeyed Him. | invoke Allah only for myself. I invoke 
Allah only for myself. I invoke Allah only for myself. Go to 
someone else; go to Noah.’ 


So, they will go to Noah and say to him: ‘O Noah! You 
are the first Messenger of Allah to the people on the earth, 
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and Allah has named you a thankful servant. Please intercede 
for us with your Lord. Dor't you see what state we are in? He 
will say: ‘Today my Lord has become angry as He never 
became before nor will ever be come hereafter. I invoked Allah 
3% for an invocation and He & granted it in my life. | invoke 
Allah only for myself. I invoke Allah only for myself. | invoke 
Allah only for myself. Go to someone else, go to Ibraheem.”” 


They will go to Ibraheem and say: 'O Ibraheem! You are 
Allah's Messenger and His drawn -near servant from among the 
people of the earth, so please intercede for us with your Lord. 
Don't you see what state we are in?" He will say to them: "My 
Lord has today become angry as He never became before, nor 
will ever become hereafter. | told three lies. | invoke Allah only 
for myself. I invoke Allah only for myself. I invoke Allah only 
for myself. Go to some one else. Go to Moses.’ 


The people will then go to Moses and say: '0 Moses! You 
are Allah's Messenger and Allah has given you superiority 
above the others with His Message and with His Speaking 
directly to you. Please intercede for us with your Lord. Don't 
you see what state we are?’ Moses will say: “My Lord has 
today become angry as He never became before, nor will 
become hereafter, I killed a man whom I had not been 
ordered to kill. | invoke Allah only for myself. | invoke Allah 
only for myself. I invoke Allah only for myself. Go to 
someone else. Go to Jesus. 


So, they will go to Jesus and say 'O Jesus! You are Allah's 
Messenger and His Word (Be. And he was) that He sent to 
Mary, and His Breath (a soul created by Him), and you talked 
to the people while still in the cradle, Please intercede for us 
with your Lord. Don't you see what state we are in?" Jesus 
will say: "My Lord has today become angry as He never 
became before nor will ever become hereafter.” Jesus will not 
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mention any sin, but he will say: ‘I invoke Allah only for 
myself. I invoke Allah only for myself. 1 invoke Allah only 
for myself. Go to someone else. Go to Muhammad.” 


So, they will come to me and will say: ‘0 Muhammad! 
You are Allah's Messenger and the last of the prophets, and 
Allah has forgiven your past, present, and future sins. So, 
please intercede for us with your Lord. Don't you see what 
state we are in?” The Prophet 38 added: “Then I will go 
beneath Allah's Throne and fall in prostration before my 
Lord. And then Allah 38 will guide me to such praises and 
glorifications to Him as He never guided anybody else before 
me. Then it will be said: ‘0 Muhammad! Raise your head, 
ask and it will be granted. Intercede, and it (your intercession) 
will be accepted.” So I will raise my head and say: "My 
followers O my Lord! My followers O my Lord! My 
followers O my Lord.’ It will be said: °O Muhammad! Let 
those of your followers who have no accounts, enter through 
the gate on the right side Paradise and they will share the 
other gates with the people.”” The Prophet 3¢ further said: “By 
Him in Whose Hand my soul is, the distance between every 
two gateposts of Paradise is like the distance between Mecca 
and Hajar or between Mecca and Bosra (in Greater Syria)”. 
(At-Termizi) 
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Chapter:( 50) 
About Longing for Allah’s Forgiveness 
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“Say: “My servants who have transgressed against 
themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not 
of the Mercy of Allah. Verily, Allah forgives all sins. Truly 
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. "™ (39: 53) And 


Coy Len) CSU MY og IS Uy bhi Ue i> ab 


“Like this, We requited them because they were 
ungrateful disbelievers. And never do We requite in such a 
way except those who are ungrateful (disbelievers). *” 
(34: 17) And 


(hab) C8 Gis os Se GRY al Ga i} 
“Truly, it has been revealed to us that the torment will be 
for him who denies (believing not in the Oneness of Allah, 


and in His Messengers) and turns away (from the truth and 
obedience of Allah). *" (20: 48) And 
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131) 

“And ordain for us good in this world, and in the 
Hereafter. Certainly we have tured unto You." He (Allah 38) 
said: “(As to) My Punishment I afflict therewith whom I will 
and My Mercy embraces all things. That (Mercy) I shall 
ordain for those who are the pious, those who give Zakat; and 
those who believe in signs. *” (7: 156) 


(10% abet) Case Ly ab alll 


As to the Hadiths, they are too many to count, thus we 
mention only a few of them: 
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210. Narrated Obada ss: ‘The Prophet 38 said, “If anyone 
testifies: ‘La illaha illa Allah (None has the right to be 
worshipped except Allah) Who has no partners, and that 
Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger, and that Jesus is 
Allah's servant and His Messenger and His Word (Be! And 
he was) which He bestowed on Mary and a Spirit created by 
Him, and that Paradise is the truth, and Hell is the truth,’ 
Allah will admit him into Paradise no matter what deeds he 
had done, even if those deeds were few.” (Bukhari) 
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211, Narrated Omar ibn  Al-Khattab 2: ‘Some war 
prisoners, (children and women only) were brought before the 
Prophet 3 and behold, a woman amongst them was offering her 
breasts to feed [the babies] and whenever she found a child 
amongst the captives, she took it to her breast and nursed it (she 
had lost her child but later she found him). The Prophet 3 said 
tous: "Do you think that this lady could throw her son into the 
fire?" We replied: "No, except in case she cannot do.” The 
Prophet 38 then said: "Allah 3 is more Merciful to His servants 
than this lady is to her son.” (Bukhari) 
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212. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ’I heard Allah's Messenger 
¥8 saying: “Allah 3 has divided Mercy into one-hundred 
parts and He kept ninety-nine parts with Him and sent down 
one part to the earth, and because of that one single part, His 
creatures are merciful to each other. So that even the mare 
lifts up its hoof away from its foal, lest it should trample on 
it."” (Bukhari) 


“And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie 
against Allah, Such will be brought before their Lord, and the 
witnesses will say: "These are the ones who lied against their 
Lord!" No doubt, Allah’s curse is on the wrong-doers. *” (11: 18) 

soe oe 
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Chapter:( 51 ) 
About the Superiority of Yearning for 


What is with Allah 3& 
Allah 3 said: 
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"And you will remember what I am telling you, and I 
confide my affairs to Allah. Verily, Allah is the All-Seer of 
(His) slaves. * So Allah saved him from the evils that they 
plotted (against him), while an evil tornent encompassed 
Pharaoh’s subordinates. *” (40: 44-45) 


Bt gd oe NE 


214, Narrated Abu-Huraira -to: ‘Allah's Messenger 48 said: 
“Allah 38 says: ‘I am just as My slave thinks of Me, (1 am 
Able to do for him what he thinks [ can do for him) and I am 
with him if he remembers Me. If he remembers Me in 
himself, I too remember him in Myself. and if he remembers 
Me in a group of people I remember him in a group that is better 
than his. and if he comes one span nearer to Me I go one cubit 
nearer to him, and if he comes one cubit nearer to Me I go a 
distance of two outstretched arms nearer to him. and if he come s 
to Me walking I go to him running.’ (Bukhari) 


“a, 


215, Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 35 
said: “I will be as My servant thinks of Me and I will be with 
him when he invokes Me.” 
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216, Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘The Messenger of Allah 
# said: "Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His 
servant then any one of you who descends into a dangerous 
place where he is most likely to perish. He had his luggage, 
food, and drink on his mount, but he slept'', and when he 


awoke he did not find his mount, When the heat and his thirst 
became more intense, he said to himself: ‘I will return to my 
[starting] place. He slept there for a while and awoke to find 
his mount.” 

noe en se 
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Chapter: (52) 
About Combining between Fear and Hope 


[Please be informed that a servant should be both fearful 
and hopeful in moderation. No virtue of one of them should 
exceed the other. but in the case of falling sick, his hope 


"The other narrations have the words: “He slept waiting for 


death. When he found his mount, he was greatly moved and said: 

‘0 Allah! You are my slave and Iam your Lord.’ (The last words 

show his utmost pleasure that caused him to utter what 

contradicts believing in Oneness of Allah &. This did not affect his 

faith). And the words: “Allah 3 is more pleased than that slave." 
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should be more intense. The textual proofs from the Book of 
Allah 88 and Sunna of the Prophet 4% support this. 


Allah 3& said: 
(on aed) € Goslyatil ty aah ee Gals 9G at Ge sal 
“Did they then feel secure against the Plan of Allah? None 


feels secure from the Plan of Allah except the people who ate 
losers. *” (7:99) And 
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“O my sons! Go and inquire about Joseph (#2) and his 

brother, and never give up hope of Allah's Mercy. Certainly 

no one despairs of Allah's Mercy, except the people who 
disbelieve "12: 87) And 
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“On the Day (the Day of Resurrection) when some 
faces will become white and some faces will become black; 
as to those whose faces will become black (to them it will 
be said): "Did you reject faith after accepting it? Then taste 
the torment (in Hell) for rejecting faith.” (3: 106) And 
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“And (remember) when your Lord declared that He 
would certainly keep on sending against them (the Jews), 
until the Day of Resurrection, those who would afflict them 


with a humiliating torment, Verily, your Lord is quick in 
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retribution (for the disobedient and the wicked) and certainly 
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful (for the obedient and 
those who beg Allah's Forgiveness). *” (7 -167) And 


(yr aha (04) pan gid UE 2 007) psd ol JUN 


“Verily, the pious righteous people will be in Delight 
(Paradise); * And verily, the wicked the disbelievers will 
be in the blazing Hellfire, *” (82: 13-14) 
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“Then as for him whose balance (of good deeds) will be 


heavier. * He will five a pleasant life (in Paradise). * But as 
for him whose balance (of good deeds) will be light, * He will 
have his home in Hellfire. *” (101: 6-9) 

There > many verses in this r As to the Hadiths, 


we will meation the following: 
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217. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri 2: ‘Allah's 
Messenger # said: “When the funeral is ready and the men 
carry the deceased person on their shoulders, if the deceased 
was righteous it will say: 'Present me (hurriedly)," and if he was 
not righteous it will say: ‘Woe is me! Where are they taking 


me?" Its voice will be heard by every creature except mankind. 
Had he heard it he would have fallen unconscious.”” (Bukhari) 
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Chapter:( 53 ) 
‘About Superi 
Allah && said: 


ity of Weeping out of Fearing Allah 38 


(soe) (eth pas oS ctiibu Ua, ) 

“And they fall down on their faces weeping and it 
increases their humility. *” (17: 109) And 
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“Do you then wonder at this recital (the Koran)? * And 
you laugh at it and weep not? *” (53: 59-60) 


Vs 
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218. Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud 4: ’The Prophet & 
said to me: “Recite (of the Koran) for me.” I said: "Shall I 
recite it to you even though it was been revealed to you?” He 
said: “I like to hear it from others.” So I recited the chapter 
entitled Al-Nisa'a (the Women) until I reached (the verse that 
says: “How (will it be) then, when We bring from each 
nation a witness and We bring you (O Muhammad!) as a 
witness against these people? *” (4: 41) Thereupon, the 
Messenger of Allah 3 said: “Stop!” Abdullah said: ‘And 
behold! His eyes were overflowing with tears.” (Bukhari) 


383 


Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
(Abridged) 


a oe doit GS ts Sal 3 is a wal Vite -114 
ed Ae dy Ou, aia 8 
P soles G bs ol td Gey tts GU panty bea ogy 
piSetad ciel G Gated abr, A gg Ql aa Yy adhel 
ots cise Gh pe al 
BS hoe ls ee 


Joe Bik be wt Ge aletll 5 3 


vgha sl Susi a cis J Gass Ui Uf andl 

219. Narrated Abu-Zarr : ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
said: “I see what you do not see and hear what you do not 
hear. The heavens have screamed and they have the full 
right to scream. There is no space of four fingers width 
except there is a prostrating angel with his forehead on it 
for Allah 3&. And by Allah, if you have known what I 
know, you would weep much and laugh little, you would 
not enjoy the women in bed, and you would come out on 
the pathways supplicating to Allah 3% sincerely. I wished if. 
[had been a tree that is cut off.” (At-Termizi) 
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220, Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 said: “A 
man that wept out of fear of Allah will never enter the Fire 
until the milk returns to the udder. And neither dust scattered 
for the sake of Allah and Fire’s smoke gathers.” 


* ok cua uh US agecdy Che Mi 


221, Naated Abu-Sa'eed: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4 
said: “Allah will give shade to seven people on the Day when 
there will be no shade besides His. They are a just ruler, a 
young man who has been brought up in the worship of Allah 
3 alone sincerely from his childhood, a man whose heart is 
attached to the mosque, two people who love each other only 
for Allah's sake, they meet and part in Allah's cause only, a 
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man who refuses the seduction of a charming woman of noble 
birth saying: ‘I fear Allah,’ a man who gives charitable gifts 
so secretly that his left hand does not know what his right 
hand has given, and a person who remembers Allah in 
seclusion and his eyes overflows with tears.” 


* ‘ . 
Gaal 2 ait dl ot 
Chapter (54) 
About Abstention from Worldly Delights 
[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his book 


entitled Thya’a Uhim ALDin (Revival of the Religious 
Sciences)’ 


Below is a quotation from this work hoping that it will 
benefit the reader on this topic. 


The Fourth Article: Ascet 
Signs of Asceticism 


ism 


Although it may be thought that he who does not covet 
money is an asccti¢, this is not true, because disliking money 
and showing austerity (in food or clothes) is easy for those 
who long for praise 


How many monks used to eat little food and lived in an 
opened monastery with the aim that people would know about 
him and praise him. This is not the decisive depiction of 
asceticism,, as asceticism is a difficult matter to know of, 
rather it is so for the ascetic himself. It has three inner signs. 
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The First Sign: 


One should not be pleased with what he gains nor 
saddened over what he loses. Allah && says: 


BK Laas 9 iy ASU ty LAL YG WUD Ge rb Sy 2) 
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“In order that you may not despair over matters that pass you 
by, nor exult over favors bestowed upon you...*” (57 23) 


The Second Sign: 


The one that praises him or criticizes him are equal to 
him. 


The first sign is related to asceticism in wealth and this 
sign is related to asceticism in authority. 


The Third Sign: 


He should feel at peace when mentioning Allah ss. The 
sweetness of obedience should dominate his heart, and the 
heart should always be filled with love; either life’s love or 
Allah’s love. Both of them are like the water and the air in a 
glass; if you pour water into a glass, the air vacates. Thus, 
whoever preoccupied himself with the remembrance of Allah 
& would not care for any thing else. For this reason, when 
some scholars were asked: "How far has asceticism taken 
them?” he said: “Until they felt at complete rest mentioning 
Allah 38 because love of life and feeling at complete peace 
mentioning Allah 3 do not go together.” 


The people of knowledge said: "If belief occupies a 
marginal position in the heart, it becomes involved in life and 
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the Hereafter, but if it occupies its innermost position, it 
becomes involved in the Hereafter.” 


Abu-Solayman said: ‘He that is obsessed with himself is 
distracted from people. This is the status of working people. 
He that is obsessed with his Lord is distracted from his soul. 
This is the status of the cognizant people. The ascetic one 
should have a status in between these two. His primary status 
is to have his soul preoceupied with his soul. In this status 
both praise and criticism, existence and non-existence are 
equal to him. It should be obvious that the withholding of 
some money by such a person does not discredit his 
asceticism, 


Thus, the sign of asceticism is that poverty and wealth, 
dignity and indignity, praise and criticism become equal and 
this is because geniality with Allah && overpowers all. These 
signs necessarily have secondary signs. 


Yahya ibn Mo'az said: "Giving of what is available is a 
sign of asceticism.” 


Ibn Khafeef said: "Feeling at peace at abandoning wealth 
is one of the signs of asceticism.” He also said: "Asceticism is 
the abandonment of worldly pleasures without mannerism or 
pretence.” 

Ahmed ibn Hanbal and Sofyan (may Allah s& shower of 


His mercy on them) said: "Shortening one’s hopes is one of 
the signs of asceticism.” 


Al-Sorti said: "An ascetic does not feel at peace if he is 
detracted from his soul, and a cognizant one does not feel at 
peace if he is obsessed by his soul.” He also said: "I practiced 
all types of asceticism and controlled them all except the 
asceticism from people. I could neither reach nor bear it.” 
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Al-Fodhayl (may Allah 3& shower of His mercy on him) 
said: "Allah s has gathered all the evil objects ina house and 
made love of life its key. He also has gathered all the good 
objects in a house and made asceticism in life its key.” 


The previous words of Imam Al-Ghazali seem to serve 
this topic, and now let us see what Imam Al-Nawawi 
compiled.] 


Allah 3% said: 


ee Gath) GS a BEG 0 
aN Gk eat La CaM ol 1 a pi, Gal as 
ofS uae bg igi f Sei Gal wil yale ayers) 

(16 on) Co Si ot 8 a cals oh 


“Verily the likeness of (this) worldly life is as the water 
(rain) which We send down from the sky; so by it arises the 
intermingled produce of the earth of which men and cattle eat. 
until the earth is clad with its adornments and is beautified, 
and its people think that they have all the powers of disposal 
over it, Our Command reaches it by night or by day and We 
make it like a clean-cut harvest, as if it had not flourished for 
one day! Thus do We explain the signs in detail for the people 
who reflect. *” (10: 24) And 


(ete ayaay ( (r) Std 
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“And put forward to them the example of the life of this 
world, it is like the water (rain) which We send down from 
the sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, and 
becomes fresh and green. But (later) it becomes dry and 
broken pieces, which the winds scatter. And Allah is Able to 
do everything. * Wealth and children are the adornment of the 
life of this world, but the good righteous deeds, that last are 
better with your Lord for rewards and better in respect of 
hope. *” (18: 45-46) And 
SEM AAS (Sp AU, a5) hy Cad Goan ta UST yas 
OS a Se 
GAN AG Gy Cague Sy ah Ge Sikes ad Gilles ay Late 

(rat) Cou ey 

“Know that the life of this world is only play and 
amusement, pomp and mutual boasting among you, and 
rivalry in respect of wealth and children. (It is) as the likeness 
of vegetation after rain, thereof the growth is pleasing to the 
tiller, afterwards it dries up and you see it turning yellow, 
then it becomes straw. But, in the Hereafter (there is) a severe 
torment (for the disbelievers and the evil-doers), and (there is) 
Forgiveness from Allah and (His) Good Pleasure (for the 
believers and good-doers). And the life of this world is only a 
deceiving enjoyment. *” (57: 20) And 


 sabllir, Qutlh, Cl Ge ea OS yt 45D 
ail pw es alr, albr, aeitdh Gay, Aad, 


(toe) CE uk Sale ry 


qeel ee dics Sr, 


“Beautified for men is the love of things they covet, 
women, children, much gold and silver (wealth), branded 
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beautiful horses, cattle, and well-tilled land. This is the 
pleasure of the present world's life; but Allah has the 
excellent return (Paradise with flowing rivers) with Him. *” 
(3: 14) And 


au Sha Y, Gil al She ma Sy DLL) 
fe sey Cota 
“O mankind! Verily, the Promise of Allah is true. So let 


not this present life deceive you, and let not the chief deceiver 
(Satan) deceive you about Allah. *” (35: 5) And 


SS G(T) ss a 3S (1) Spal 15 im (0) LAS SGD 
(ey sas (2) cl ale Ops 99 SS (4) Gab Gags 

“The mutual rivalry (for piling up of worldly things) 
diverts you * Until you visit the graves (when you die). * 
‘Nay! You shall come to know. * Again, Nay! You shall come 
to know. * Nay! If you knew with a sure knowledge (the end 


result of piling up wealth, you would not have occupied 
yourselves in worldly things). *” (102: 1-5) And 


‘Sots divas yy 


cai Sd 
(At ergs) € ysabs 1 als 
“And the life of this world is only amusement and play! 
Verily, the home of the Hereafter - that is the life indeed (i.e. 


the eternal life that will never end), if they but knew. 
(29: 64) 


nau) 


The Hadiths in this regard are too many to enumerate, 
thus, we choose just a few of them: 
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222. Narrated Amr ibn Awf, the freed slave of Bano 
Amer ibn  Lo’ayy who participated in Badr battle: ‘The 
Messenger of Allah # sent Abu-Obayda ibn Al-Jarra'a who 
returned with some money from Bahrain, Some people of Al- 
Ansar heard the news, so they attended the Dawn Prayer with 
the Messenger of Allah #. When the he 38 completed his 
prayer and wanted to leave, they met him, and when he 38 saw 
them he smiled and said: “I think you have been informed 
that Abu-Obayda has brought something?” They said: "Yes. 
Messenger of Allah!” He said: “So, have the good tidings and 
wait for what would please you. And by Allah, I do not fear 
poverty for you, but | fear lest luxury of life be given to you 
as it was given to those before you, and I fear lest you 
compete with one another as they had competed with one 
another, Hence it would destroy you as it had destroyed them.” 
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Ub 6 35 oh He al 
fof Sk AG ow Ga I LS, 


* tepaie Hhce ase Ni, HEL 


223, Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri: "The Messenger of 
Allah 38 led us in the afternoon Prayer (so early) then he 
addressed us, He never left anything (related to the religion) 
except that he informed us therewith. Some memorized it and 
other forgot it. Of the things he said was: “Behold, the 
worldly life is tender and sweet and Allah has made you 
vicegerents that He would see how you would act. So, ward 
off (the delights of) life and ward off women.”” 


Abu-Sa'eed said: “Of what he said was: “Behold! Let no 
fearing people prevent one of you from saying the truth as 
long as he learns it.””” “The narrator said: ‘Abu-Sa'eed wept 
and said: "How many times we feared to say the truth!” Abu- 
Saeed said: ‘Of what he has said was: “Behold! A banner 
will be erected to every betrayer proportional to his betrayal 
And there is no greater betrayal than that of a ruler who 
usurped authority from the common people (against the will 
of the authorized people), his banner of betrayal will be 
erected at his posterior.” 


Abu-Saleed said: ‘Of what we memorized was: “Behold! 
The sons of Adam were created with various characters. 
Some of them are bom as believers, live as believers, and die 
as believers. Some of them are born as unbelievers, live as 
unbelievers, and die as unbelievers. Some of them are born as 
believers, live as believers, and die as unbelievers. Some of 
them are born as unbelievers, live as unbelievers, and dic as 
believers. Behold! Among them are those who are slow to 
anger and calm down and those who get angry quickly and 
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calm down quickly and this one for one. Among them are 
those who those who get angry quickly and are slow to calm 
down. Behold! The best of them are those who are slow to 
anger and calm down quickly and the worst of them are those 
who get angry quickly and calm down slowly. Behold! 
Among them are those who give the rights of others leniently 
and claim their rights from others leniently and among them 
are those who give the rights of others harshly and claim their 
rights from others harshly and thi: one for one. And 
behold! Among them are those who give the rights of others 
harshly and claim their rights from others harshly. The best 
among them are those give the rights of others leniently and 
claim their rights from others leniently and the worst of them 
are those who give the rights of others harshly and claim their 
rights from others harshly. And behold! Anger is a brand of 
fire in a man’s heart. Have not you scen the redness of his 
cheeks and swelling of his jugular vein. Thus, he who felt 
something of this let him touch the earth (sit).”" Abu-Sa'eed 
said: ‘The Messenger of Allah 35 directed us to look at the sun 
saying: “Is there any part of it that has not sunk?” Then the 
Messenger of Allah 38 said: “There is nothing that remains of 
this life save what has remained of this day of yours.”” 


Bal Osan Sl 28 Lele BN gay ae Ga yb -INE 
we ails Gia 3 28) Ud st 

AS etd as SA Cl Hy, tan 36 cand 1 Und 
Hp sles (a's Gln yal Ute Gye 
224, Narrated (Mujahid ): ‘Ibn Omar may Allah be 
pleased with them said: "Allah's Messenger 3% took hold of 


my shoulder and said: 'Be in this world as if you were a 
stranger or a traveler.’ (The sub-narrator added): ‘Ibn Omar 


wg Et aly 
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used to say: "If you survive until the evening do not expect to 
be alive in the morning, and if you survive until the morning 
do not expect to be alive in the evening, and take from your 
health for your sickness, and (take) from your life for your 
death.” (Bukhari) 


§ Wie -1y0 


te GaN Se Chall we LOL 


Hag A sets JE A Ie 
atl a 


ASD, odd Ga 


* pele RSG ee HUE te oh al 


225. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 38 
said: “Life is the believer's prison and the unbeliever’s 


paradise (pastime). 


ks -y¥7, 


oF dle Ge 9h ol te tle Uh all Se Ut 4 
Ge Gags clip all Se USS GA cals Se all UU UB iu So 
(Ss ine of JEL OI Ge Sl ay oe yt Ga Fas ie 


FAN te Ge Cae Gee Cae 


226. Narrated Sahl ibn Sa'ad : ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
said: “Had the worldly life equaled a mosquito’s wing with 
Allah, He would not have given a sip of water to an 
unbeliever!? 


"2 This Hadith shows the limit to which worldly life is disgraced. 
Had it had any value, Allah 3 would not have given the most 
trivial thing to the unbeliever because he is an enemy to Allah 3 
and the enemy is not given anything. But this worldly life does not 
worth even a mosquito's wing in the sight of Allah 3. Thus He 
protects his believing servant from it as one of us protects a 
diseased person from anything harmful. This is confirmed by the 
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227. Narrated Malek Al-Ansari: ‘The Messenger of Allah 

3 said: “Setting free two hungry foxes among a herd of sheep 


is not more spoiling to one’s religion than his keenness on 
money to his religion.” 


a5 


Hadith that says:. "Most assuredly, Allah protects His believing 
servant from life as one of you protects his patient from water.” 
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Chapter: (55) 
About the Superiority of an Austere Life 
Allah 3& said: 


ab an See's ally UL Woes) & 


(Wret oe) E (1 UR & galls 
“Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have 
given up the prayers and have followed their lusts. So they 


will be thrown in Hell. * Except those who repented and 
believed (in the Oneness of Allah and His Messenger 


Muhammad) and worked righteousness. Such will enter 
Paradise and they will not be wronged in aught. *” (19: 59-- 
60) And 


DY) Wii Y, ew 


(+) Gala 


(As-¥4 anal) 


“So he (Qaroon) (Korah) went forth before his people in 
his pomp. Those who were desirous of the life of the world 
said: “Ah, would that we had the like of what Qaroon (Korah) 
has been given? Verily! He is the owner of a great fortune.’ * 
But those who had been given (religious) knowledge said: 
‘Woe to you! The Reward of Allah (in the Hereafter) is better 
for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and thus, 
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none shall attain this except those who are patient (in 
following the truth).’ *" (28: 79-80) And 
(4 ss) Cont ce Sig Olt) 
“Then, on that Day, you shall be asked about the delight 
(you indulged in, in this world)! *” (102: 8) And 


a Ube Bus dG Gad ke Mah sk oP 
(VA etc) CM gasle Ue gaia Ua Dhed 


“Whoever wishes for the quick-passing (transitory 
enjoyment of this world), We readily grant him what We will 
for whom We like. Then, afterwards, We have appointed for 
him Hell, he will burn therein disgraced and rejected (- far 
away from Allah's Merey)... *” (I7: 18) 


Ji y Aly 


La) Ait cage -17A 
Gs ose al DE eB Dh 
sa 2 yftgud Sire) YS Le AN G rel (LE TLD 
elie ICS LMI ya Wael DGD IS BT YY etary 


wag HEM Ao pal Ged aqatll yo 9 al Igy Gg LAS, 


As to the Hadith, below are some examples of them: 


228, Narrated Orwa: ‘Aisha said to me: °O my nephew! 
We used to see the crescent and then the crescent and then the 
crescent and in this way we saw three crescents in two 
months and no fire (for cooking) was to be made in the 
houses of Allah's Messenger # “I said: "O my aunt! Then, 
what used to sustain you?" A'isha said: "The two black things 
(dried-dates and water). Our neighbors from Al-Ansar had 
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some Madina! and they used to present Allah's Messenger % 
some of their milk and he used to make us drink it"” 
(Bukhari) 


ja se fad Gey tae ccd ce -TTA 
BS Oe Ey WM ee ad UY gos re GY Gh ie 
sg JEM oh yy «nil 

229. Abu-Huraira 4 narrated that he passed by a group of 
people who had a roasted ewe. They invited him [to join 
them] but he refused to eat and said: “Allah's Messenger 3 


left this world without satisfying his hunger even with barley 
bread.” (Bukhari) 


ue 0B ve ol ¢ 
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230. Narrated Qays ibn Hazem: ‘I heard Sa'ad iba Abu- 
Waqqas saying: "I am the first man to shed blood for Allah's 
sake and Tam the first man to shoot an arrow for Allah's 
sake. And I would participate with a group of men of the 
companions of Muhammad % cating nothing but the tree 


' Madina is a ewe or a camel that is given to someone by its owner 
80 the former could drink its milk, while it remains as the property 
of the original owner. 
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leaves and acacia until one of us would excrete dung like the 
cattle. Then Bano Asad criticizes me regarding the religion. 1 
have been disappointed and my deeds rendered futile (if their 
claim was true)’,”” (At-Termizi) 


-yr) 


as Hie 8 ee aig TES Sia 
al ge oss y Oey) al Cgal kan al OS UA I ve 

Gs Ue le 2k) ade oY ALY gil aby Lays 
dish db Up Li Sie Aon hi Je aad La gM 
ddd od is te MI Ss I eS 
al Gt ts bo Soe tha ye ja Bik 8 aie 


? Al Hafiz ibn Hajar said: "Bano Asad were among the people who 
apostatized after the death of the Messenger of Allah i They 
followed Tolayha ibn Khowaylid Al Asadi, but Khalid ibn 
Al-Waleed fought them during the caliphate of Abu-Bakr & and 
defeated them, and they reverted once again to Islam. Tolayhah 
reverted also and proved to be a good Muslim. Most of them 
inhabited Al Koofeh. During the caliphate of Omar -%, they 
complained about SaQ'ad to Omar who subsequently deposed 
him, as they claimed that Sa’ad % did not perform the prayer well 
For this reason he said: '| have been disappointed and my deeds 
rendered futile (if their claim was true).” 

Ibnul-Jawzi said: "If it was said: ‘How could Sa'ad « praise himself 
as a Muslim should not praise himself?’ We say: 'He was entitled 
to do so in order to refute the false claim of Bano Asad, that he did 
not perform the prayer well. Thus, he was obliged to mention his 
excellence in this regard. It is well known that praising oneself is 
not forbidden, as long as it is free of exaggeration and it aims at 
showing the truth about something else, and mentioning Allah's 
favors to one. Joseph vst, the Prophet of Allah 3 praised himself 
as stated by the Noble Koran. Allah 8 says: “(Joseph) said: "Set 
me over the store-houses of the land. | will Indeed guard them, as 
one that knows (their importance). ** (12: 55) Ali ibn Abu-Taleb i= 
said: ‘Ask whatever you need to ask about Allah’s Book.” 
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231. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘Ah! Al-Soffa (The people 
who used to live under the covered part of the mosque) were 
the guests of the Muslims: they had neither families nor 
property. By Allah besides Him there is no god, I would 
squeeze my belly to the ground out of hunger; and I would 
tie a stone on my belly out of hunger. One day I sat where 
they used to go through, Abu-Bekr passed by and I asked him 
about a verse of Allah’s Book. I asked him hoping only to 
have some food, but he went out without offering me any. 
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Omar passed by and I asked him about a verse of Allah’s 
Book. I asked him hoping only to have some food, but he 
went out without offering me any. 


Then, Abul-Qasem (the nickname of the Prophet) passed 
by. He smiled when he saw me and said: “Abu-Huraira!” [ 
said: "Here I am Messenger of Allah.” He said: “Follow me.” 
He entered his house and I asked permission to enter and he 
gave me the permission. He found a cup of milk and asked 
about him that had brought it, and he was informed about him. 
‘The Messenger of Allah % said: “Abu-Huraira!” I said: “Here | 
am Messenger of Allah.” He said: “Go to Ahl Al-Soffa and 
invite them. They are the guests of the Muslims with neither 
families nor properties.” Whenever zakat was brought to the 
Messenger of Allah % he used to send of it to them without 
touching it; but if it was a present, he would eat some of it and 
send something of it to them. I became embarrassed because I 
knew that a cup of milk would do nothing for them, And I knew 
that the Messenger of Allah # would order me to pass it round 
to all of them and I hoped to have some of it. However, there 
was no escape but to obey Allah 3 and to obey His 
Messengers, so I invited them and they came in. The 
Messenger of Allah 38 said: “O Abu-Huraira! Take the cup and 
pass it around. I took the cup and started to give it to each one of 
them. They would drink until they had quenched their thirst and 
then return it back [to me] and so on until I reached the 
Messenger of Allah3, after all the people had quenched their 
thirst. The Messenger of Allah 3 took the cup, put it on his 
hand, smiled, and said: “Abu-Huraira! Drink!” I drank. Then he 
said: “Drink!” and I drank. I kept on doing this and the 
Messenger of Allah 3 kept on ordering me to drink until I said: 
"By Him Who sent you with the truth | have no more room.” 
He took the cup, praised Alla, recited ALTasmiya, and 
drank.” (At-Termizi) 
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232. Narrated Imran ibn Hosayn: ‘The Messenger of Allah 
3 said: “The best of my followers are those among whom I 
was sent, then those who follow them.” The narrator said: "I 
do not know whether he, the Messenger of Allah 3 
mentioned a third (generation) or not.” Then the Messenger 
of Allah 3 said: “Then there will come some people who give 
witness [say the shahada] without being asked to give it. They 
will betray, prove dishonest, and spend lavishly on food and 
drink.” (At-Termizi) 


ie Us YE Gad iS Gi ya all Gs sifae Ua — 
oi ale beg foal Mat wl GaN Se Ue ke 
a al Ot UB 8 Kes a al Ge AR chee oa 
ioe bg ke oS 8 the GLa Si eal 
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233. Narrated Abdullah ibn Mihsan: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 3% said: “He who spends the night safely among his 


family, his body free of ailments, and having sustenance for 
his present day has possessed the whole world.” (AU-Termizi) 
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Chapter: (56) 


About Contentment with Small Things and Spending 
Moderately 


Allah & said: 


eS say ede Hs We a ge LEN gb HS ce 


“And no moving (living) creature is there on earth but its 
provision is due from Allah. And He knows its dwelling place 
and its deposit (in the uterus, grave). All is in a Clear Book 
(Al-Lawh Al-Mahfouz - the Book of Decrees that is with 
Allahg&). * (11: 6) And 


Ged Gul Gs sity ees 
(evr sis) Cle 


“(Charity is) for the poor, who in Allah's Cause are 
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in the land 
(for trade or work). The one who knows them not, thinks that 
they are rich because of their modesty. You may know them 
by their mark, they do not beg of people at all. And whatever 
you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well. *” (2: 273) 
And 


(ay a an€ U's as 
“And those who, when they spend, they are neither 


extravagant nor niggardly, but hold a medium (way) between 
those (extremes), *” (25: 67) And 
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“And I (Allah) created not the jinn and mankind except 
that they should worship Me (Alone). * I seek not any 
provision from them (i.e. provision for themselves or for My 


creatures) nor do I ask that they should feed Me (i.e. feed 
themselves or My creatures). *” (51: 56-57) 


Besides, most of the Hadiths from the previous chapter , 
the following Hadiths will also serve in highlighting this 
topic. So, let us go through them. 


peal is oe Gull Ga cb Gl ue 6 
gd taal * al ge Gl US, 
234, Narrated Abu-Hurairads: ‘The Prophet 4 said: 


“Being rich does not mean having a great deal of property, 
but richness is self-contentment."” ae 


gd tue 18 
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235. Narrated Hakeem ibn Hezam : ‘Once, I asked 
Allah's Messenger 38 for something and he gave (it to me); 
again I asked and he gave (it to me); again I asked him and he 
gave (it to me). Then he said: "O Hakeem! This property is 
like a sweet fresh fruit; whoever takes it without greediness, it 
will be blessed for him, and whoever takes it with greediness, 
it will be blessed for him. Such person is like a person who 
eats but is never satisfied. And the upper (giving) hand is 
better than the lower (receiving) hand."” Hakeem added: ‘I 
said to Allah's Messengers: "By Him (Allah 3 ) Who sent 
you with the Truth, T shell never accept anything from 
anybody after you, until I leave this world.” Then Abu- 
Bakrte, during his caliphate called Hakeem to give him his 
share from Al-Fay’* (like the other companions of the 
Prophet), he once again refused to accept anything. Then 
Omar # did the same during his caliphate and Hakeem 
refused. At that, Omar -é said: "O Muslims! I would like you 
to witness that I offered Hakeem his share from this booty 
and he refused to take it.” So Hakeem never took anything 
from anybody after the Prophet #¢ until he died. (Bukhari) 


Sees id a) SS Oe a gue OU ob ee ITT 
sige WS Oall of els ¢ g 
ed, ust hed Gals scl) wb Sack BA wy a 
ES GS Waal gel USTs «hel gl oe Cal ed gilt ao) 


° Al Fay’ differs from war booty in that Al Fay’ is any revenue 
added to the common treasury unrelated to fighting; an example 
of this is the property left by an heirless person on his death 
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236. Narrated Amr ibn Taghlib:: ‘Some Fay’ was 
brought to Allah's Messenger 3 and he distributed it, and he 
gave to some men and ignored the others. Later he received 
news that he was being criticized by those whom he had 
ignored. So he glorified and praised Allah and said: “Amma 
Ba'ad (To proceed). By Allah, I may give to one man and not 
another, although the one whom I ignore is nearer to me than 
the one to whom I give. But I give to some people as I feel 
that they have no patience and no contentment in their hearts 
and I leave those who are patient and self-contented with the 
goodness and richness that Allah has put into their hearts, and 
Amr ibn Taghlib is one of them,” Amr ibn Taghlib added: 
"By Allah! Those words of Allah's Messenger % were dearer 
to me than the best red camels.” (Bukhari) 
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237. Narrated Hakeem ibn Hezamse: ‘The Prophet 3% said 
s“The upper hand is better than the lower hand (i.e. he who 
gives in charity is better than him who takes it). One should 
start giving first to his dependents. And the best object of 
charity is what a wealthy person gives (from the money that is 
left alter his expenses). And whoever abstains from asking 
others for some financial help, Allah will give him and save 
him from asking others, and whosoever is satisfied with what 
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Allah has given him, Allah will make him self-sufficient.” 
(Bukhari) 
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238. Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah % said: “He that fell in debt then relied on other people 
to settle it, his debt would not be settled. And he that fell in 
debt and relied on Allah 3% to settle it, Allah 3% would 
provide him with urgently needed or deferred sustenance.” 
(At-Termizi) 
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239. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘The Prophet 3 said 
“Zakat is unlawful to a rich man and one capable (of earning 
his living).” 


Abu-lssa said: ‘It was narrated in another version that: 
“The Prophet % said: “Zakat is unlawful to a rich man and 
one capable (of earning his living). However, if the man was 
strong, but he possessed nothing and Zakat was given to him 
without him asking for it, the one giving it will be rewarded.” 
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240. Narrated Abu-Huraira 2: ‘The Prophet 3 said: “A 
peor person is not the one for whom a date or two or a morsel 
or two (of food) is sufficient for him, but a poor person is he 
who does not (beg or) ask the people (for something) or show 
his poverty at all. Recite if you wish, (Allah's Statement): 
“(Charity is) for the poor, who in Allah's Cause are restricted 
(from travel), and cannot move about in the land (for trade or 
work). The one who knows them not, thinks that they are rich 
because of their modesty. You may know them by their mark, 
they do not beg of people at all. And whatever you spend in 
good, surely Allah knows it well. *” (2: 273) 
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Chapter: (57) 


About Earning one’s Livelihood Lawfully 
Allah 3 said: 
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“Then, when the (Friday's) prayer is ended, you may 

disperse through the land, and seek the bounty of Allah (by 


working, etc.); and remember Allah much, that you may be 
successful, *” (62: 10) 
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allah 38: 


241, Narrated Abu-Huraira «te: ‘Allah's Messenger # said: 
“By Him in Whose Hand my life is, it is better for anyone of 
you to take a rope and go and cut wood then carry it on his 
back, to then to sell it (as a means of earning his living) rather 
than to ask a person for something and that person may or 
may not give it to him .”” (Bukhari) 
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242. Narrated Al-Miqdam .t&: ‘The Prophet 3 said: 
“Nobody has ever eaten a better meal than what one earns by 
working with one's own hands. The Prophet of Allah David 
1 used to cat from the revenue of his craft.” (Bukhari) 

* eo 
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Chapter (58) 
About Giving Generously out of Reliance on Allah 3& 
Allah $8 said: 
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“Say: "Truly, my Lord enlarges the provision for whom 
He wills of His servants, and (also) restricts (it) for him, and 
whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allah's Cause), He will 
replace it. And He is the Best of providers." (34: 39) And 
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“(Charity is) for the poor, who in Allah's Cause are 
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in the land 
(for trade or work). The one who knows them not, thinks that 
they are rich because of their modesty. You may know them 


by their mark, they do not beg of people at all. And whatever 
you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well. *” (2: 273) 
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allah: 


243. Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oudes: ‘The Prophet 38 
said: "Who among you considers the wealth of his heirs 
dearer to him than his own wealth?” They replied: "O Allah's 
Messenger! There is none among us but loves his wealth 
more.” The Prophet 3% said: “So his wealth is whatever he 
spends (in Allah's Cause) during his life (on good deeds) 
while the wealth of his heirs is whatever he leaves after his 
death.” (Bukhari) 
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244, Narrated Abu-Huraira <: “The Prophet 4 said: 
"Bvery day two angels come down from Heaven and one of 
them prays: “O Allah! Compensate every person who spends 
in Your Cause.” The other (angel) prays: “O Allah! Spoil the 
properties of every miser.”” (Bukhari) 
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245, Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr may Allah be pleased 
with them ‘A man asked the Prophet 4: "Whose Islam is 
good or what sort of deeds (or what qualities) of Islam are the 


best?" The Prophet said: “To feed (others) and to greet those 
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whom you know and those whom you do not know.” 
(Bukhari) 
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246. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr, may Allah be pleased 
with them: ‘Allah's Messenger 4 said: “There are forty 
good qualities (virtuous deeds) and the best of them is the 
Madina of a nanny goat, and anyone who does one of these 
virtuous deeds hoping for Allah's Reward, with firm 


confidence that he will get it, then Allah will make him enter 
Paradise because of it.”” (Bukhari) 
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247. Narrated Sa'eed Al-Ta'e: ‘Abu-Kabsha Al-Anmari 
told me that he heard the Messenger of Allah 3 saying: “I 
swear that the following three things are true. Giving in 
charity does not reduce property, Allah increases the dignity 
of him who bears patiently when oppressed, and there is no 
servant who asks (begs) people while having what suffices 
him, except that Allah && opens a gate to poverty before him 
(the narrator said that the Messenger of Allah 3% said some 
words to this effect), And I tell you a Hadith that you should 
memorize. Life is for four people: a servant to whom Allah 3 
has given wealth and knowledge. He fears his Lord 
concerning them, treats his relatives kindly through them, 
knowing that Allah 3& has rights in them. Such a person 
occupies the highest rank. A servant whom Allah g& has not 
given wealth, but He has given knowledge, and he has a 
sincere intention. He says: ‘If Allah && had given me wealth, I 
would behave in the same way, the former behaves.’ He is 
rewarded in accordance with his intention. Hence the reward 
of both of them is equal. A servant whom Allah 3& has given 
wealth, but He has not given knowledge, who spends of his 
wealth wastefully and lavishly, does not fear Allah, does not 
treat his relatives kindly, and he does not know that Allah 
has rights in that wealth. This one occupies the lowest rank 
And a servent whom Allah 3 has not given either wealth or 
knowledge, and he says: ‘Had I been given wealth, I would have 
behaved in the same way as him (the latter),” Both of them are 
equal in sin.” 
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248. Narrated Asma'a bint Abu-Bakr: ‘I said: "O 
Messenger of Allah! I have nothing except what Al-Zobayer 
(her husband) gains. Am I permitted to give (in charity)?” He 
said: “Yes. And do not withhold lest it would be withheld 
from you.” The narrator explained the words: “And do not 
withhold lest it would be withheld from you,” as meaning do 
not think that what you give in charity decreases your 
possessions, 


* # « 
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Chapter (59) 

About the Forbiddance of Miserliness 
and Greediness 


[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his book 
entitlod: ‘Thya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious 
Sciences)’ 
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Below is a quotation from this work hoping that it will 
benefit the reader on this topic. 


The Seventh Article: Miserliness 


We have seen that miserliness is one of the diseases that 
makes mixing with [some] people and cooperating with them 
impossible. Have not you realized that if everyone withholds 
his time and wealth from other people, would be there any 
cooperation, kindness, sacrifice, tendemess, or love? How is 
an imploring person to be rescued? How is a distressed 
person to be released from his distress? What would the 
mutual relationships among brothers and neighbors be? 


Then if goodness has dried up and miserliness has 
prevailed, who is there that can proceed to do beneficial 
projects? 

If we suppose that miserliness has prevailed, how could a 
state be established? How many people would die out of 
hunger and thirst? Who would look after the old men? Who 
would support the disabled ones? Who would sustain the 
helpless children? When meanness prevails, women will 
hesitate to do motherly’ duties and men will neglect their 
marital duties. 


Imagine then, how human life would be! Whenever man 
overcomes his meanness, a beneficial activity comes to 
existence, The more beneficence there is, the larger beneficial 
projects arc. For this reason, both the Book of Allah s& and 
Sunna of the Prophet urged people to spend in the cause of 
Allah 3& sincerely. The Noble Koran connects spending and 
purifying the soul in many verses. Allah 3&& says: 
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“Those who spend of their wealth for increase in self- 
purification, *” (92: 18) And 
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«..And were it not for the grace and mercy of Allah on 
you, not one of you would ever have been pure, but Allah 
purifies whom He pleases...” (24: 21) 


The previous verse was a preamble to a verse talking 
about spending in the way of Allah 38. It says: 
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“Let not those among you who are blessed with graces 
and wealth swear against helping their kinsmen, those in 
want, and those who have left their homes in Allah's cause. 
Let them forgive and overlook. Do you not wish that Allah 
should forgive you? For Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
*” (24: 22) 


Curing miserliness and purifying the soul from it is not an 
easy process. For, Allah 3 has created the human soul with 
ion to it. Allah a& 
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“...Even though men’s souls are swayed by greed...* (4: 128) 
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Thus, miserliness is always present, but it does not cease 
to debar man from spending. If the soul wants to spend, 
miserliness repels that desire. For this reasons, the verses that 
speak of spending usually contain what enables man to 
overcome this vice to let the human soul move freely towards 
spending. Such meanings are contained in our interpretation. 
Since meanness is manifestly apparent as regards wealth, we 
shall confine our study to it. 


Now, let us see what Al-Ghazali, may Allah show 
mercy on him, said.4 


Criticism of Miserliness 
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Allah 3 said: 


“,..And those saved from the covetousness of their own 
souls, they are the ones who achieve prosperity. *” (59: 9) 
And 


Om ded) € 


“And let not those who covetously withhold of the gifts 
that Allah has given them of His Grace think that it is good 
for them. Nay, it will be the worse for them. Soon, what they 


* This is an introduction by Sheikh Sa'eed Hawwa to the subject 
quoted from the book entitled: ‘Al Mostakhlas Fi Tazkiyatil Anfos,” 
based on Imam Al-Ghazali's work. 
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have covetously withheld will be tied to their necks like a 
twisted collar, on the Day of Judgment...” (3: 180) And 


“(Nor) those who are miserly, or enjoin miserliness on 
others, or hide the bounties that Allah has bestowed on 
them...*” (4: 37) 
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The Messenger of Allah 48 said: “Beware of miserliness it 
caused those before you to violate their honor, shed their 
blood, and severe relations with their kinsmen.” 


He # also said: “Not a parsimonious, cunning, 
treacherous, or ill-mannered one will be admitted into 
Paradise.” The other narrative adds: “...a tyrant and the one 
who hurts the recipients of his Zakat.” And 
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“The allegory of the one who spends in charity and the 
parsimonious one who withholds [his wealth] is like the tale 
of two people wearing coats of armor covering all their 
bodies up to their breasts. The one who gives in charity, does 
not spend except that the armor becomes wider letting him 
spend, while that of the other becomes so tight that if he 
wanted to spend, he could not despite all his attempts to 
widen it” And 


“A deliever does not possess two qualities: miserliness 
and ill-manners.” And 
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Narrated Sa'ad ibn Abu-Wagqas: ‘The Prophet % said: “O 
Allah! I seek refuge with You from miserliness. O Allah! I 
seek refuge with You from cowardice, O Allah! I seek refuge 
with You that I reach the feeblest age (when one loses his 
wits).”” And 
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Prophet 3 said: “Beware of 
oppression, for oppression becomes pieces of darkness on the 
Day of Judgment. Beware of insolence, for Allah does not 
love an insolent one or the one behaves in an insolent 
manner.”” And 
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Narrated [Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
delivered a sermon in which he said: “And beware of 
miserliness, for miserliness has destroyed those before you. It 
incited them to tell lies, so they told lies. It incited them to 
oppress others, so they oppressed them. It incited them to 
severe the ties of kinship, and so they did.”” And 
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Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah # 
saying: “The worst quality of man is a miserliness that 


prevents [spending] and a cowardice that destroys the heart.” 
And 
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Jobayr ibn Mota'am narrated: ‘While we were walking 
with the Messenger of Allah 3% on our way home from 
Khaybar, some nomads asked him to give them [something]. 
He said: “By Him in Whose hand my soul is, if I had camels 
as numerous as these thomy trees, | would divide them 
among you. Then you would not find me miserly, a liar, or 
cowardly...” 


Narrated Abu-Sa'eedo Al-Khudri: “Two men entered to 
[see] the Messenger of Allah 3% and asked to give them the 
price of a camel. He gave them two Dinars. They went out 
and met Omar ibn Al-Khattabés, and they praised the 
Messenger of Allah 38 and said good words about him. Omar 
entered to [see] the Messenger of Allah 3 and told him the 
story. The Messenger of Allah 38 said: “But I gave so and so 
(an amount between ten and hundred dinars) but he did not 
say so. Verily, one of you may ask me [for something} and I 
gave it to him and he goes out with what he has asked for in 
his hand, yet it is a piece of Fire.” Omar said: "Why do you 
give them what is a piece of Fire?” He said: “Because they 
have persisted in asking me and Allah wills not miserliness 
for me.” 


Abu-Huraira narrated: ‘When the delegation of Bano 
Lihyan came to the Messenger of Allahgs, he said: “Who is 
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your chief?” They said: ”Our chief is Jadd ibn Qays, but he is 
stingy.” The Messenger of Allah 3 said: “Which malady is 
worse than miserliness? Your chief is Amr ibn Al Jamooh,” 
In the other narration, the Messenger of Allah 2 said: “What 
made you elect him as your chief?” They said: "He is the 
wealthiest among us, yet there is a trace of stinginess in him.” 
He said: “Which malady is worse than miserliness! This is 
not your chief. Your chief is Bishr ibn Al Bara'a.” 


Umm Al-Banin, the sister of Omar ibn Abdul -Aziz said: 
"How bothering is the parsimonious one. If he were a shirt, I 
would never wear it.And if he were a way, I would not tread it.” 


Talha ibn Obaydullah said: "We suffer of spending what the 
miserly persons suffer, but we adhere to patience...” 


AbdulAbdullah ibn Amr said: ‘Al-Shobh (extreme 
miserliness) is worse than miserliness. For the one who 
practices Al-Shohh wants that others should withhold what is 
in their hands and withholds what is in his hands, while the 
miserly person withholds just what is in his possession.’ 


Al-Asmae'e said: ‘I heard a nomad describing a man saying: 
"I belittled so and so because he sanciifies the worldly 
pleasures. When a man asks him [for anything], he behaves as 
if the angel of death has come to him.” 


Abu-Haneefa (may Allah have mercy on him) said: "I do not 
trust the miserly person, For, miserliness urges him to require 
more than his right, fearing that he would be dealt with 
unfairly. Such a person cannot be entrusted.” 
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Ali ibn Abu-Talib said: ‘By Allah, a gencrous person does 
not take his right in full. Allah & said about his Prophets: 
He confirmed part thereof and repudiated a part... * (66: 3) 


Yahya ibn Mo'az said: "The hearts bear love for the 
generous people even if they are debauchees. They bear 
hatred for the miserly people even if they are righteous 
people.” 

Tbnul-Mo'ataz said: "He that withholds his wealth is lax 
regarding his honor.” 


Excellence of Preferring Others over Oneself 


Kindly, bear in mind that generosity and miserliness are 
divided into degrees. The highest degree of generosity is 
preference of others over oneself, i.e, giving one’s wealth to 
others while he is in need of it. 


Generosity is to give what [one has that] exceeds one's 
needs or 10 give to those who have what suffices them. As 
generosity includes giving to others while one is in need of 
the given object, miserliness includes depriving oneself from 
enjoying one’s wealth despite being badly ina need of it 


How many miserly people do not search for a remedy 
when hey fall ill? They may have an appetite for a certain 
type of food, but they deprive their soul out of miserliness. If 
they found it free of charge, they would eat it, as such is the 
attitude of a miser with himself, despite his need; while the 
one who is generous prefers others to himself, despite his 
need, So, look at the difference between the two! Good 
manners are gifts from Allahgs. He grants of them to 
whomever He wills, and there is no degree in beneficence 
higher that of preferring others to oneself. Allah 3& praised 
the companions for preferring others to themselves despite 
their need. He 38 says: 
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.But they give them preference over themselves, even 
though they were in need ...*" (59: 9) 


Narrated Atisha: "The Messenger of Allah 38 used not'to 
satisfy his appetite for three successive days until he breathed 
his last. Had we so willed, we could have done, but we used 
to prefer others to ourselves.” 


The Messenger of Allah # could not find anything for his 
guest, so a man of Al-Ansar came and took the guest to his 
house. He put food before him and ordered his wife to turn 
off the lantern, He stretched his hand as if he was eating, but 
he did not eat until the guest had satisfied his appetite. In the 
morning, the Messenger of Allah 38 said to him: “Allah has 
wondered about what you had done last night. On this 
occasion, the following verse was revealed: 


Gated Vs pall ala Ue Gases fell oe bey’ SI L258 Call 
Led oaths OS Es peal Ob iy Lad AG pay Se Ga 
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.--But they give them preference over themselves even 
though they were in need... *" (59: 9) 


BE GS cin Kale 94 
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‘As we have said, preferring others over oneself is the highest 
degree of generosity, and this was one of the good characteristics 
of the Prophet, about whom the Noble Koran says: 


(4a) Cpe Gk 


“And you have exalted characters. *” (68: 4) 


It was narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja'afar entered a garden 
and found a black slave working there. When the slave 
brought out his meal, a hungry dog entered the garden and 
approached him. The slave threw the meal to the dog. 
Abdullah was observing him, and he asked the slave: “What 
is your daily ration (of food)?” He said: "What | have given 
to the dog.” Abdullah said” "Why did you prefer that dog to 
yourself?” He said: "There are no dogs in this land, so i 
Seems as if it must have come from a distant piace.” Abdullah 
said: "Do they criticize me for my beneficence? By Allah, 
that slave is more generous than I am.” Abdullah bought the 
garden and what it contained, and then he freed the slave and 
granted him the garden. 


On the authority of AbubHasan Al-Antaki: ‘More than 
thirty-five people gathered in his house in a village near AF 
Riyy. They had few loaves of bread, so they turned off the 
lantern and sat to eat. When food was cleared away it was 
intact, as nobody had eaten from it out of preference of his 
companions over himself. 


Abbas ibn Dahgan said: ‘No one left this world in the 
same state that he came to it, except Bishr ibn AtHareth. A 
man came to him while he was on his deathbed and 
complained to him about his condition. Bishr took off the 
shirt he was wearing and gave it to him and borrowed another 
shirt, and he died while wearing it. 
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The Criterion of Beneficence and Miserliness and their 
Natures 


‘You may argue that miserliness is a destructive disease 
according the texts; what is the criterion for this, and how do 
we know that so and so is miserly? There is no man except 
that he sees himself as generous, while others see him 
miserly. Jt may happen that a man may do a deed over which 
people will differ [in their opinion]; some may say that it is 
miserliness, and others may say it is not. 


There is no man except that he loves money and withholds 
it, If a man is described as miserly when he withholds money, 
no one would be described as generous! If wit hholding money 
does not entail miserliness, what kind of miserliness causes 
ruin? What is the criterion of generosity and its reward ? 


If we say: "He that gives what is obligatory on him is not 
miserly.” This is not enough, for he that returns meat to the 
butcher and bread to the baker that lacking a seed or a half of 
4 seed is unanimously agreed to be miserly. He that gives 
what a judge has ordered him to give to his sons, and then he 
bothers them if they spend more than that, or if they ate one 
of his fruits, is counted as miserly, He that bought a loaf of 
bread and when another one came [to visit him], he hid it 
from him is miserly. 


I say: ‘The obligation has two parts. What is obligatory 
according to the law and what is obligatory due to habit. A 
generous person is he that does not withhold what valor and 
habit oblige him to give. He that withholds what is obligatory 
by law is extremely miserly, for example he who does not 
give Zakat or pay his children’s support and he who becomes 
annoyed when giving it. Such a person is miserly by nature 
and practices generosity only out of mannerism. Additionally, 
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he who gives objects of the poorest quality and gives Zakat 
unwillingly is miserly. 


As to valor’s obligation, it is to cease giving the objects of 
the poorest quality and giving unwillingly, because this is not 
acceptable. [How this is achieved] depends on the person and 
their circumstances. It is more repulsive if a man who has 
great wealth gives the poorest quality objects or gives 
unwillingly than a poor one, and it is more repulsive if a man 
treats his slaves and relatives harshly than the strangers, and it 
is also more repulsive if a neighbor treats his neighbors more 
arrogantly than strangers. What is repulsive in treating the 
residents is more repulsive if it is done to guests. The same 
applies to food, clothes, buying a shroud, ete. 


A miser is he who withholds when he should not 
withhold, either according to the law or according to valor, 
but this is difficult to define. Thus, he who fulfilled the law’s 
obligation and valor’s obligation appropriate to himself has 
acquitted himself from miserliness. Yes, he that does not give 
more than the obligatory duty cannot be described as 
generous. 


He that gives willingly more than the limit established by 
the law without extravagance is generous proportional to his 
willingness. The degrees related to this are limitless and some 
people are more generous than the others. Thus, good deeds 
beyond the limits imposed by the law are generous deeds; 
they should be done willingly, and without covetousness or 
hoping for thankfulness, or longing for a special service from 
the recipient. For he that longs for thankfulness and praise is a 
salesman not a benefactor, because he buys praise with his 
generous deeds. It is known that praise is desired (it has a 
value) while generosity is giving without indemnification, 
and this is the truth. It is not done except by Allah 38. 
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As to a son of Adam [a human being], we describe him as 
generous figuratively, because he docs not do any deed 
except for an objective. If he has no objective other than a 
reward in the Hereafier, gaining the virtue of beneficence, or 
purifying the soul from miserliness, he is called generous. If 
he does a good deed through fear of criticism or out of hope 
of the recipient's praise, it is not generosity, for he is driven 
towards it by hidden incentives. One of Allah’s devotees said: 
"Do you think that generosity is confined to wealth? To me, 
generosity lies deep in the soul, Al-Mohabi said: ‘Generosity 
in religion is that one gives his soul to Allah & willingly.” 


Remedy for Miserliness 


Please bear in mind that miserliness arises from a love of 
wealth, and love of wealth has two causes: 


The First Cause: 


The love of the desires and lusts that are satisfied through 
wealth, in addition to prolonged hope. Man would not 
withhold his wealth if he knew that he will die the following 
day, as he needs very little money for such a short period. If 
he did not have prolonged hope but he has offspring, they will 
substitute for the prolonged hope, as he considers the length 
of their life as his, thus he saves his wealth. For this reason, 
the Messenger of Allah 3 said as 


Narrated by Ya'ala Al-Amiti: ‘Al-Hasan and Al-Hosayn 
walked up to the Messenger of Allah3. He embraced them 
and said: “Offspring lead one to miserliness and cowardice.” 


When fear of poverty is added, miserliness undoubtedly 
increases. 
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The Second Cause: 


Mere love of wealth leads some people, even those who 
have reached old age, who may have what suffices their 
normal needs for the whole of his life and are able to leave 
thousands after their death, to withhold Zakat or refuse to buy 
medicine to cure their maladies. Their only concem is to 
amass money. They may hoard it and let no one know its 
place, and they may die, leaving it to whoever finds it, yet his 
soul does not permit him to spend a cent of it. 


This disease is dangerous for the heart, especially in old 
age. It is a chronic and an incurable disease, which is the 
extreme error. These men are like stones, or it could be said 
that the stones are more useful than they are. 


These were the causes of love of wealth, and each disease 
is cured with what exterminates its causes. Thus, a love of the 
desires and lusts is cured with contentment with small things 
and patience. Prospect hope is cured by frequent 
remembrance of death and pondering over the deaths of ones 
contemporaries and the way they used to hoard their wealth 
and then they left it, 


Concern about ones offspring is cured through 
remembrance of the fact that Allah 35 has preordained their 
sustenance, How many a son who did not inherit from his 
father became better than the one who inherited? The one 
who stores wealth for his sons out of fear for their sustenance 
should realize that if his sons are righteous, Allah 38 will 
suffice them; if they are otherwise, they will use the wealth in 
a disobedient way that will harm him (even after his death). 
This malady can be cured through contemplating the sayings 
that praise generosity and criticize miserliness. It can be cured 
also through remembering the punishment of Allah 3 for this 
sin, and contemplating the ends of the misers, and how 
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abhorrent they were to people. There is no miser that people 
do not detest and desert him. So, if one contemplates this, he 
would realize what his status is in the hearts of people. 


Another effective remedy is considering the role of money 
and its end. One should not keep money, except for necessary 
needs and the rest should be used to have its reward in the 
Hereaiter. 


If one knows, through insight, that spending is better for 
him than withholding wealth in this life and the life to come, 
his desire to spend increases, if he is sane. If his desire was 
stirred, he should suppress it, because Satan promises him 
poverty by debarring him from spending. 


Curing miserliness is done through knowledge and 
practice. Knowledge enables man to know the evils of 
r liness and the benefits of generosity. Practice can be 
achieved through spending even if spending is hard to the 
soul. Miserliness may have strong effects in that way that it 
blinds and deafens, as long as knowledge is not gained, the 
desire [to spend] will not be stirred, and consequently, the 
deed will not be achieved and the malady will remain 
uncured. This case is like the illness whose medicine and the 
way it is used are not known. In this case, the patient has to 
wait suffering until death. 


Duties on a Servant’s Wealth 


Wealth is double faced, as it is both good and evil at the 
same time. Its allegory is that of an adder from which an 
antidote can be taken while its poison kills. No one will be 
safe from the poison of wealth, except if he keeps it under 
five conditions. 
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The First Condition: 


One should know the objective of wealth and for what 
reason it was created, giving it only what it deserves of 
importance. 


The Second Condition: 


One should investigate the source of wealth. He should 
avoid the unlawful and the doubtful sources and what 
negatively affects one’s manners, such as gifts mixed with 
bribes and asking for it in a way that degrades one’s manners 


The Third Conditi 


One should eam what suffices him. He should not toil too 
extremely or neglect efforts to earn that which meets his 
necessary needs, such as a dwelling place, clothes, and food. 
Each one of these has three degrees, a low, medium, and 
upper. He can satisfy his needs as long as he clings to the low 
degree, except if he intends otherwise. 


The Fourth Condition: 


One should adhere to moderation in spending. He should not 
spend lavishly or meanly. He should spend law fully what he has 
eamed lawfully. If he does otherwise, he commits a sin. 


The Fifth Condition: 


One should repair the intention when he takes and gives 
and when he spends and saves. He takes what he takes to 
support himself in worship. He leaves what he leaves out of 
scorn and asceticism. If he does so, possessing wealth will not 
harm him. For this reason, Ali said: "If a man were to possess 
what is on the earth to spend for Allah’s sake, he would be 
considered an ascetic. And if he were to leave what is on the 
earth without hoping for Allah's blessing, he would not be 
considered an ascetic. 
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So, let your movement and resting be for Allah’s sake. 
They should both be dedicated to Allah’s worship .Eating and 
answering the call of nature are the remotest things from acts 
of worship, yet they are helpful in this concern, ,as if you 
intend to do cither for the sake of worship, they would be 
considered acts of worship. This should be your intention in 
other affairs such as clothing, utensils, etc. because these 
articles are needed to establish the religion. What exceeds 
your needs should be given away with the intention of it 
being used in the service of another servant of Allah 3, and 
one should not withhold items at a time of need. If one does 
all this, he will have extracted from the adder its jewel 
(antidote) and warded off its poison. Hence, possessing a 
large amount of money will not harm him, but this can be 
only attained when one fixes his foot firmly in religion and 
knowledge.’ 


I think this quotation from Imam Al-Ghazali is 
sufficient, and now let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi 
compiled on the same subject. 


Uy (1) eat acl aS (0) CL CAS, (0) BEG US om 
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Allah 3% said: 


“But he who is greedy miser and thinks himself self- 
sufficient *And belies Al-Hosna (He belied that Allah && 
would recompense him for his charity or he belied that ‘La 
ilah illa Allah (None has the right to be worshipped except 
Allah)) * We will make smooth for him the path for evil * 
And what will his wealth avail him when he goes down (in 
destruction). *” (92: 8-11) And 


434 


Riyathos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
(Abridged) 


GS cay seal G8 Lat, La, ey Sk ca 1B} 

Oxon) (Al ai bub es 
“So keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much as you 
can, listen and obey, and spend in charity that is better for 


yourselves. And whosoever is saved from his own 
covetousness, they are the successful ones. *” (64: 16) 


cb gyi lian a Bal Sty JU he ooh ost 
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249. Narrated Jabers#e: ‘Allah's Messenger 4% said: "Beware of 
oppression, for oppression will turn into excessive darkness 
on the Day of Resurrection, and beware of miserliness, for 
miserliness destroyed those passed over before you.” 
(Muslim) 


Bla galls JEL ued ol 1 
Chapter (60) 
About Preferring Others to Oneself and 
Giving to them Liberally 
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Allah 38 said: 
“And (it is also for) those who, before them, had homes 
(in Madina) and had adopted Faith, love those who emigrated 
to them, and have no jealousy in their breasts for what they 
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have been given (from Al-Fay’ of Bano Al-Nadheer), and 
give them (emigrants) preference over themselves even 
though they were in need of that. And whosoever is saved 
from his own covetousness, such are they who will be the 
successful. *” (59: 9) And 


AS Perks Ua (A) Nyy Cas icae A Sie Gaels, > 
(4 hay € (8) SE Vy eR aie Sa Ya 

“And they give food, in spite of their love for it (or for 

the love of Him), to a needy person, an orphan, and a captive. 
* (They give this saying): "We feed you secking Allah's 


Countenance only. We wish for no reward, nor thanks from 
you.” *” (76: 8-9) 
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250. Narrated Abu-Huraira &: ‘A man came to the 
Prophet 8 (as a gues!), so he # sent a messenger to his wives 
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(to bring something for that man to eat), but they said that 
they had nothing except water. Then Allah's Messenger 3 

said: “Who will take this (person) and entertain him as a 
guest?” A man from Al-Ansar (the Supporters) said: "I 
[will].” So, he took him to his wife and said to her: "Entertain 
generously the guest of Allah's Messenger.” She said: "We 
have nothing except my children’s food.” He said: "Prepare 
your meal, light your lamp and let your children sleep if they 
ask for supper.” So, she prepared her meal, lit her lamp, and 
made her children sleep, and then stood up pretending to 
mend her lamp, but instead she turned it off. Then both of 
them pretended to be cating, but they really went to bed 
hungry. In the morning the Ansari man went to Allah's 
Messenger # who said: “Tonight Allah wondered at your 
action.” About that, Allah 3 revealed: 


“And (it is also for) those who, before them had homes 
(in Madina) and had adopted faith, love those who emigrate 
to them, and have no jealousy in their hearts for what they 
have been given (from Al Fay’ of Bano An-Nadeer) and give 
them (emigrants) preference over themselves even though 
they were in need of that. And whosoever is saved from 
covetousness of his soul, such are they who will be the 
successful, *” (59: 9) 


pak) oi a0 UL) Oi a ae at Le sk I be -Yor 
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251, Narrated Abu-Huraira :: ‘Allah's Messenger % said 


“The food for two people is sufficient for three, and the food 
for three people is sufficient for four people.” (Bukhari) 
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252. Narrated Sahl : ‘A woman brought a woven 
Bordah (sheet) with edging (border) to the Prophet #. Then 
Sahl asked them whether they knew what a Bordah is, they 
said that Bordah is a cloak and Sah! confirmed their reply. 
Then the woman said: "I have woven it with my own hands 
and I have brought it so that you may wear it.” The Prophet 3 
accepted it as at that time he was in need of it. So, he came 
out wearing it as his waist sheet. A man praised it and said: 
"Would you give it to me? How nice it is!” The other people 
said: "You have not done the right thing as the Prophet #8 
need of it, and you have asked for it knowing that he never 
turns down anybody's request.” The man replied: "By Allah I 
have not asked for it to wear it, but to have it as my shroud.” 
Later it was his shroud.” (Bukhari) 
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253. Narrated Abu-Musa te: ‘The Prophet 38 said: “When 
the people of Asha‘ari tribe ran short of food during fighting, 
or the food of their families in Madina ran short, they would 
collect the left over food in one sheet and then distribute it 
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among themselves equally by measuring it with a bowl. So, 
these people are from me, and I am from them.”? (Bukhari) 
* * # 
BAY) coal ob ul 
Chapter (61 ) 
About Competing in the Deeds for the Hereafter 
Allah 3 said: 


(99 cai ) (Qual (a0 
“The last thereof (the wine of Paradise) will be the smell 


of Musk, and for this let (all) those strive who want to strive 
(ie. hasten eamestly to the obedience of Allah). *” (83: 26) 
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gb ols 
From the sayings of the Messenger of Allah 3%: 


254. Narrated Abu-Hurairass: ‘The Prophet 3% said: 
“When the Prophet Job 82h was taking a bath naked, golden 
locusts began to fall on him. Job started collecting them in his 
clothes. His Lord addressed him: “O Job! Haven't I given you 
enough so that you are not in need of them?” Job replied 
“Yes! By Your Honor (Power)! But I cannot dispense with 
Your Blessings.” (Bukhari) 
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Chapter (62 ) About the Superiority of 
the Thankful Wealthy One 
Allah 38 said: 


Ce 
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“As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to 
Allah and fears Him * And believes in Al-Hosna (He 
believed that Allah 3 will compensate him abundantly for 
what he has given in chatity or he believed in the Word of 
Picty, La illah illa Allah (None has the right to be worshipped 
except Allah)) *We will make smooth for him the path of 
ease (goodness) (92: 5-7) And 
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("9 gay 
“And the pious person will be far removed from it (Hell). * (It 
is) he who spends his wealth to increase in self-purification * 
And who has (in mind) no favor for anyone will be repaid * 


Except only the desire to seek the Countenance of his Lord, 
the Most High * He surely will be pleased (when he will enter 
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“If you disclose your As-Sadaqat (giving in charity), it is 
well, but if you conceal it, and give it to the poor, that is 
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better for you. (Allah) will expiate you some of your 
misdeeds. And Allah is Well-Acquainted with what you do. 
#" (2: 271) And 
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“By no means shall you attain righteousness (here it 
means Allah's Reward), unless you spend (in Allah's Cause) 
‘of what you love. And whatever of good you spend, Allah 


knows it well. *” (3: 92)From the sayings of the Messenger of 
Allahag 
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255, Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud-é: ‘The Prophet 2 
said: “Do not wish to be like anyone except in two situations. 
The first is a person, whom Allah has given wealth and he 
spends it righteously (according to what Allah has ordained in 
a just and right way); (the second is) the one whom Allah has 
given Hikma (wisdom, ie. the knowledge of the Koran and 
Sunna (the legal ways) of the Prophet 3 and he acts according 
to it and teaches it to others.” (Bukhari) 
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256. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘Allah's Messenger 38 said: 
“One should not hope to be like another except in two cases, a 
person whom Allah has taught the Koran and he recites it 
during the hours of the night and during the hours of the day, 
and his neighbor listens to him and says: "I Thad been 
given what so and so has been given, so that I might do what 
he does,” and a person whom Allah has given wealth and he 
spends it on what is just and right, whereupon another person 
may say: “I wish I had been given what so and so has been 
given, for then I would do what he does.” (Bukhari) 
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257. Narrated Abu-Hurairass: ‘Some poor people came to 
the Prophet 3 and said: “The wealthy people will attain 
higher levels and will have permanent enjoyment, as they 
offer the prayer like us and observe fasting as we do, but they 
have more moncy by which they can perform the Hajj and 
Omra, fight and struggle in Allah's Cause, and give in charity. 
The Prophet 48 said: “Shall I not tell you a thing upon which 
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if you act you will become equal to those who have surpassed 
you? Nobody will surpass you and you would be better than 
the people amongst whom you live, except those who would 
do the same. Say” ‘Sobhan Allah (Glory be to Allah), Al- 
Hamdolillah (Praise be to Allah) and Allaho Akbar (Allah is 
the Most Great) thirty three times each after every 
(compulsory) prayer.”” (Bukhari) 


The narrator said: ‘We differed and some of us said that 
we should say Sobhan Allah thirty three times and Al 
Hamdolilla h thirty three times and Allah Akbar thirty four 
times, so I went to the Prophet 38 who said: “Say, ‘Sobhan 
Allah and Al Hamdolillah and Allaho Akbar all of them for 
thirty three times”””. (Bukhari) 


GAN pads al 3d oh = 
Chapter (63 ) 
About Mentioning Death and short Hope 
Allah & said: 
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“Every soul shall taste death. And on the Day of 
Resurrection you shall be paid your wages in full. And 
whoever is taken away from the Fire and admitted into 
Paradisc, he indeed is successful. The life of this world is 
only the enjoyment of deception (a deceiving thing). * (3: 185: 
And 
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(76 ola) 

“Verily Allah, with Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the 
Hour. He sends down the rain and knows what is in the 
wombs. No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and 


no person knows in which land he will die. Verily, Allah is 
All-Knower, All-Aware (of things). *” (31: 34) And 
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(gaan saad VG Het oy sling Y salah ote ah Jad ual 


“And if Allah were to seize mankind for their wrong- 
doing, He would not leave on it (the earth) a single moving 
(living) creature, but He postpones them for an appointed 
term, and when their term comes neither can they delay nor 
can they advance it an hour (or a moment). *” (16: 61) And 
Bh al Be esi) % ety al ost wid 
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“Q you who believe! Let not your property or your 
children divert you from the remembrance of Allah. And 
whosoever does that then, they are the losers, * And spend (in 
charity) of what We have provided you, before death seizes 
one of you and he says: "My Lord! If only You would give 
me respite for a little while (i.e. return to the worldly life), 
then I should give (Zakat) of my wealth, and be among the 
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righteous and do other good deeds. * And Allah grants respite 
to none when his appointed time (death) comes. And Allah is 
All-Aware of what you do. *” (63: 9-11) And 
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“Until, when death approaches one of them (those who 
join partners with Allah), he says: "My Lord! Send me back * 
So that 1 may do good in what I have left behind!” No! It is 
but a word that he speaks, and behind them is Barzakh (a 


barrier) until the Day when they will be resurrected, *” (23: 
99-100) And 
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"Did you think that We had created you in play (without 
any purpose), and that you would not be brought back to Us? 
* So Exalted is Allah, the True King: La iflah illa Howa 
(none has the right to be worshipped but He), the Lord of the 
Supreme Throne! * And whoever invokes (or worships) 
besides Allah any other god, of whom he has no proof, then 
his reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely, the disbelievers 
will not be successful. * And say (O Muhammad (peace be 
upon him)): "My Lord! Forgive and have mercy, for You are 
the Best of those who show mercy. *" (23: 116-118) And 
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“Has not the time come for the hearts of those who believe 
(in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism) to be affected 
by Allah's Reminder (this Koran), and what has been revealed 
of the truth, lest they become as those who received the 
Scripture (the Torah and Al Injeel) before (the Jews and the 
Christians), and the term was prolonged for them and so their 
hearts were hardened? And many of them were rebellious. *” 
(57: 16) 
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There are very many Hadiths on this subject also. 


258, Narrated (Mujahed): ‘Ibn Omar, may Allah be 
pleased with them said: "Allah's Messenger £ took hold of 
my shoulder and said: ‘Be in this world as if you were a 
stranger or a traveler.” (The sub-narrator added): ‘Ibn Omar 
used to say: "If you survive until the evening, do not expect to 
be alive in the morning, and if you survive until the morning, 
do not expect to be alive in the evening, and take fiom your 
health for your sickness, and (take) from your life for your 
death.”” (Bukhari) 
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259, Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud: “The Messenger of 
Allah 38 drew a square (on the ground). He drew a line inside 
that square and a line outside it. Then, he drew some short 
lines around the line inside the square. Afterwards, he 
signaled to the line inside the square saying: “This is a son of 
Adam [i.e. a human being].” He signaled to the square and 
said: “And this is his preordained term of life. It encircles 
him.” Then he signaled to the short lines around the line 
inside the square and said: “These are the dangers that 
encircle him. If one of them misses him, the other does not 
miss him.” Then he signaled to the line outside the square and 
said: “And this is the son of Adam’s hope.”” (AU-Termizi) 
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260, Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
“Initiate the (good) deeds before seven things visit you. 
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Would you wait for detracting poverty, tyrannical richness, a 
despoiling disease, weakening senility, a surprising death, Al- 
Dajjal (the worst one that one can wait for), or the Hour that 
is the most grievous and the most bitter.” 
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261. Narrated Obayy ibn Ka'ab: ‘Whenever two thirds of 
the night had passed, the Messenger of Allah 3 used to 
address the people: “O people! Mention Allah. Mention 
Allah. Imminent is the first blow (of the Trumpet). Imminent 
is the second blow (of the Trumpet). Imminent is death, And 
imminent is death.” Obayy said: "Messenger of Allah! I pray 
unto Allah 3& much, How much of my invocation should T 
dedicate to you?” He said: “What you will.” T said: "One 
fourth?” He said: “What you will and if you exceeded, it 
would be better for you.” I said: “One half?” He said: “What 
you will and if you exceeded, it would be better for you.” 
Obayy said: "Two thirds?” He said: “What you will and if 
you exceeded, it would be better for you.” I said: "Would 1 
dedicate my invocation wholly to you?” The Messenger of 
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Allah 4 said: “Thus, all that concerns you would be removed 
and all your sins would be forgiven.” (At-Termizi) 


Daal asa) 55 cle oly 4 
Chapter( 64) About the Desirability of 
Frequenting the Graveyards 
HS oe ah SSS OG ate AN SO SES 
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ee 
From the sayings of the Messenger of Allahi: 


262. Narrated Borayda ibn Hosayb Al-Aslami: ‘Allah's 
Messenger % said: "I had forbidden you to visit the graves, 
but you may now visit them,” (Muslim) At-Tirmitzi added to 
the above: “For it reminds one of the Hereafter.” Tbn Maja 
also added to it from Ibn Mas‘oud: "...and it makes one 
overlock the worldly pleasures,” 
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263. Narrated Solayman ibn Borayda ~ on the authority 
of his father: ‘Allah's Messenger # used to teach his 
Companions, when they went out to the cemeteries, io say: 
“Peace be upon you, inhabitants of the dwellings who are of 
the members of the believers and the Muslims. If Allah wills, 


we shall join you. We ask Allah to grant us and you well 
being.” (Muslim) 
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264. Narrated Ibn Abbas: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4§ 
passed by the graveyard of Madina. He faced them and said: 
“Peace be upon you, dwellers of the graves. May Allah 
forgive our sins and yours. You are the preceding and we will 
surely follow you” 
‘ o+ ‘ 
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Chapter( 65) 
About the Dislike of Hoping for Death 
due to Affliction 
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allahis: 

265. Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘The Prophet said: 
“None of you should wish for death because of a calamity 
that befalls him; but if he has to wish for death, he should say: 
*O Allah! Keep me alive as long as life is better for me, and 
let me die if death is better for me.” (Bukhari) 
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266. Narrated Abu-Huraira <: ‘Allah's Messenger 4 said: 
“When a son of Adam [human being] dies no further reward 
is recorded for his actions, with three exceptions: Sadaqa 
whose benefit is continuous, knowledge from which benefit 
continues to be reaped, or the supplication of a righteous son 


(for him)."” (Muslim) 
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267. Narrated Haretha ibn Modharib: ‘We visited 
Khabbab who was cauterized seven times. He said: ”! have 
been ill for a very long time, but for the Messenger of Allah 


forbidding us to long for death, I would long for it.” 
rine ieee 
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Chapter (66 ) 
About Scruples and the Abandonment 
of Doubtful Matters 
Allah 38 said: 
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“When you were receiving it (propagating it) with your 
tongues, and uttering with your mouths that whereof you had 
no knowledge, you counted it a little thing, while with Allah 
it was very great. *” (24: 15) And 


(tad) Cate di ay > 
“Verily, your Lord is Ever Watchful (over them). * (89: 14) 
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allah3é: 


268. Narrated Al-No'aman ibn Basheer, may Allah be 
pleased with them ‘The Prophet 3 said: “Both legal and 
illegal things are obvious, and in between them there are 
(unclear) doubtful matters. So whoever forsakes those 
doubtful (unclear) things lest he may commit a sin, will 
definitely avoid what is clearly illegal and whoever indulges 
in these (unclear) doubtful things bravely is likely to commit 
what is clearly illegal. Sins are Allah's Hima (unapproachable 
pasture) and whoever pastures (his sheep) near it, is likely to 
get in it at any moment.” (Bukhari) 
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269. Narrated Anas ito: ‘The Prophet 3& passed by a fallen 


date and said: "Were it not for my doubt that it might have 
been given in charity, I would have eaten it."” (Bukhari) 
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270. Narrated Abdullah ibn Abu-Molayka &: ‘Ogba ibn 
Al-Hareth said that he had married the daughter of Abu- 
Thab ibn Aziz. Later on a woman came to him and said: "I 
breastfed (nursed) Oqba and the woman whom he married.” 
Ogba said to her: “Neither I knew that you have breastfed me 
nor did you tell me.” Then he rode over to see Allah's 
Messenger #in Madina, and asked him about it, Allah's 
Messenger #8 said: “How can you (keep her as a wife) when 
it has been said (that she is your foster-sister)?” Then Oba 
divorced her, and she married another man.’ (Bukhari) 

‘8 « 
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Chapter( 67) 
About the Desirability of Isolation 
When Mischief Spreads 
Allah 38 said: 


(ee cushy Coat Ss Oe SS ait Wa) 
“So flee to Allah (from His Torment to His Mercy - Islamic 


Monotheism). Verily, I (Muhammad) em a plain warning to 
you from Him. *” (51: 50) 
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allahs#: 


271, Narrated Saad ibn Abu-Wagqasis: ‘I heard Allah's 
Messenger 3 saying: "Allah loves the pious rich man who is 
inconspicuous."” (Muslim) 
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272. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri 4: “Allah's 
Messenger 3 said: “A time will come when the best property 
of a Muslim will be sheep, which he will take on the top of 


the mountains and to the places of rainfall (valleys), so as to 
flee with his religion from the trials.”” (Bukhari) 


+ oe 8 
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Chapter( 68 ) 

About Social 


ing with People 
[Socializing with people means that one attends 
gatherings held for the benefit of the Muslim society, he visits 


patients, he guides the one who does not know, he enjoins 
what is just and forbids what is unjust, etc. 


This is the recommended socializing as directed by the 
Prophet#é, the prophets of Allah, the rightly guided caliphs, 
and the Muslim scholars. This is based on Allah’s statement: 
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“O you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the 
Symbols of Allah, nor of the Sacred Month, nor of the 
animals brought for sacrifice, nor the garlanded people or 
animals, and others, nor the people coming to the Sacred 
House (Mecca) seeking the bounty and good pleasure of their 
Lord. But when you finish the state of Ihram (of Hajj or 
Omra), you may hunt, and let not the hatred of some people 
who (once) debarred you from Al-Masjid Al-Haram (The 
House of Allah 3% at Mecca) lead you to transgression (and 
hostility on your part). Help one another in what leads to 
virtue, righteousness, and piety, but do not help one another 
in sin and transgression. And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is 
Severe in punishment. *” (5: 2)] 
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Chapter( 69 ) 
About Modesty and Leniency 
(199 analy Coes o. 
Allah 3 said: 


“And be kind and humble to the believers who follow 
you. *” (26: 215) And 
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“O you who believe! Whoever from among you turns 
back from his religion (Islam), Allah will bring a people 
whom He will love and they will love Him, be humble 
towards the believers, stem towards the disbelievers, fight in 
the Way of Allah, and never fear the blame of the blamers. 
This is the Grace of Allah that He bestows on whom He wills. 
And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All- 
Knower. *” (5: 54) And 


“© mankind! We have created you from a male and a 
female, and made you into nations and tribes that you may 
know one another. Verily, the most honorable of you with 
Allah is that (believer) who has more piety. Verily, Allah is 
All-Knowing, All-Aware. *” (49:13) And 
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“Those who avoid great sins (see the Koran, 6:152-153) 
and Al-Fawahish (illegal sexual intercourse and the like) 
except the small faults, - verily, your Lord is of Vast 
Forgiveness. He knows you well for He created you (your 


father, Adam) from the earth, and when you were fetuses in 
your mothers' wombs. So ascribe not purity to yourselves. He 
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knows best him who fears Allah and keep his duty to Him. 
*” (53: 32) And 
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“And the men on Al-A’araf (the wall between Hellfire 
and Paradise) will call unto the men whom they would 
recognize by their marks, saying: "Of what benefit to you 
were your great numbers (and hoards of wealth), and your 
arrogance against Faith? * Are they those, of whom you 
swore that Allah would never show them mercy.” (Behold! It 
has been said to them): "Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on 
you, nor shall you grieve.” *" (7: 48-49) 
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From the sayings of the Messenger of Allah##: 


273. Narrated Iyadh ibn Himars: ‘Allah's Messenger #6 
said: "Allah 88 has revealed to me that you (people) should be 
humble, so that no one transgresses another, or boasts to the 
other." (Muslim) 
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274, Narrated Anas: ‘If the Prophet 3 ate any meal, he 
used to lick his three fingers. He said: “And if a mouthful of 
bread fell {to the floor] from one of you, let him remove what 
has clung to it and eat it. And leave it not for Satan.” Anas 
added: ‘He ordered us not to leave any remnant of food 
saying: “You do not know where the blessedness exists in 
your food.” 
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275. Narrated Anas ibn Malek “The Messenger of Allah 3% 
said: “If the meatless hoof of a ewe was presented to me, I 
would accept it, and if I were invited to a meal where the 
meatless hoof of a ewe was to be served, I would respond to 
it” (AtTermizi) 
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Chapter( 70) 
About the Forbiddance of Arrogance 


[Imam Al-Ghazali elaborated on this subject in his book 
entitled ‘Thya'a Ulum Al-Din (Revival of the Religious 
Sciences)’ 


Below is a quotation from this work hoping that it will 
benefit the reader on this topic. 
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{Arrogance is the son of delusion. For this reason we dealt 
with it after delusion. The Messenger of Allah 3% has defined 
itas saying: 


“It is a contempt of people and a degrading of the truth.” 
Delusion is the deep root of arrogance. 


Let us imagine the gravity of the effect of arrogance on 
human life if it dominated people. 


Imagine that each one looked at other people in scorn, 
what then would be the situation? There will be no respect for 
anyone. Imagine then the human condition devoid of respect 
This is the main source of arrogance. 


Then, imagine that every human being has rejected the 
truth that was shown to him, what would be the situation in 
this world? At such a time, oppression and faisehood would 
prevail. As long as people do not unite on the way of truth, 
they will not unite on falsehood, and at that time the strongest 
one will enforce his will. The results of this would be 
oppression, terrorism, hostility, and sanctity people’s honors 
and rights. 

This is a psychological illness that has side effects. What 
about the side effects? He that ponders over this realizes the 
meaning of Allah’s statement: 


(vv cain € ode Gay Yaak! ws, p 
“We have sent you but as a mercy for all creatures. (21: 107) 


He also realizes Allah’s mercy in sending the Prophets to 
their people to purify their souls, and to know about the 
importance of the purification process in human life in 
general and in the Islamic life in particular. He realizes also 
the preachers’ duty to control the purification process as an 
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essential means to create righteous groups and societies. This 

is a perceptive action, without which we cannot achieve a 

worldly or a religious goal 


Now, let us read what Al-Ghazali has said about 
arrogance™} 


The Sixth Arti 


Arrogance 


Nature of Arrogance and its Evils 


Please be informed that arrogance is divided into two 
divisions, an internal and an external. As to the internal 
division, this is a characteristic of the heart, and the external 
is the apparent actions of the body. 


Arrogance is classified under the first one, and the acts are 
the results of that characteristic. Arrogance affects the deeds, 
so when it is shown on the limbs [i.c. through body language] 
one is described as arrogant. If it does not appear, it is said 
that one has arrogance in the heart. 


Originally, arrogance is implanted in the soul. It is 
represented by seeing oneself as superior to others. Thus, its 
parties are those towards whom arrogance is shown and the 
way with which one shows arrogance. In this way, we 
distinguish arrogance from delusion. For, the latter entails the 
deluded one only. 


So, had man been created alone, he would have been 
described as a deluded person not an arrogant one, for 
arrogance entails another man to whom the arrogance is 
shown. In this case, one feels pleasure and pride in the heart, 
this is arrogance. Thus, whenever man sees his soul with that 


* This is an introduction by Sheikh Sa'eed Hawwa to the subject 
quoted from the book titled: ‘Al Mostakhlas Fee Tazkiyaiil Anfos' 
based on Imam Al-Ghazali's work. 
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eye (eye of arrogance), he gets haughty and arrogant. Thus 
atrogance is the psychological state rising in the heart due to 
such imaginations. 


Commenting on the following verse, Ibn Abbas said that 
the state is called the greatness that they will never attain. 
Thus, he interpreted arrogance as a sense of greatness. The 
verse says: 
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“...There is nothing in their breasts but (the quest of) 
greatness, which they shall never attain...” (40 56) 


Treating people haughtily differs proportionally with the 
degree of arrogance. Thus, one disdains others and likes that 
they should stand before him as a servant stands before his 
master. When his arrogance gets more intense, he views that 
such a person is not qualified to serve him. If he has a lower 
degree of arrogance, he disdains being seen as equal to others. 
If he teaches or argues, he does this in a rough manner, and if 
he is preached to, he docs not accept the preaching. If anyone 
tries to refute what he says, he treats that person arrogantly. 
He deals with common people as donkeys, out of disdain and 
contempt. 


The deeds resulting from arrogance are too many to count. 
This is the arrogance whose evil is great and whose harm is 
severe, and the dignitaries among the people may be 
destroyed because of it. Even some scholars and worshippers 
are liable to be affected by it. How do not we consider its evil 
as great when the Prophet 38 has said: 
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As narrated by Abdullah: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 

“Hle that has an atom’s weight of arrogance in his heart will 
never enter Paradise...” 


Arrogance becomes the screen between a servant and 
Paradise, because it distances the servant from the morals that 
for the believers are the gates to Paradise. Arrogance closes 
these gates because it is impossible for a person to love for 
the believers what he loves for himself, as long as he has 
pride or arrogance in his heart. 


It is impossible for a person to treat people modestly, and 
that is the highest virtue of the pious people, as long as he has 
pride or arrogance in the heart. It is impossible for a person to 
treat people honestly as long as he has pride or arrogance in 
his heart. It is impossible for a person to suppress vexation as 
long as he has pride or arrogance in his heart. It is impossible 
for a person to abandon envy as long as he has pride or 
arrogance in his heart. It is impossible for a person to 
abandon being scornful as long as he has pride or arrogance 
in his heart. 


In brief, we cannot enumerate all the vices that discredit 
iis owner. There is no evil characteristic except that an 
arrogant person has a trace of it in the heart. For this reason, 
he will be deprived of Paradise. It is known that the evil 
characteristics are interrelated and that one of them leads to 
the other. The worst kind of arrogance is that which prevents 
one from benefiting from knowledge, accepting the truth, and 
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submitting to it. Many verses have criticized this 
characteristic. Below are some examples of them: 
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If you could but see how the wicked (do fare) in the 

flood of confusion at death! While the angels will be 
stretching forth their hands, (saying): "Yield up your souls. 
This day you shall receive your reward, a penalty of shame, 


for you used to tell lies against Allah, and scornfully you 
rejected His verses,” *" (6: 93) And 


(oy ot) Ci oe OA Ge ole Se Gy Le us 
“(To them) it will be said: "Enter you the gates of Hell, to 


dwell therein forever and evil is (this) abode of the arrogant.” 
+" (39: 72) And 
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“Then, We shall certainly drag out from every sect all 

those who were worst in obstinate rebellion against (Allah) 
Most Gracious. *” (19: 69) And 
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“Your God is One God. As to those who believe not in the 
Hereafter, their hearts refuse to know, and they are arrogant. 
*” (16: 22) And 
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Those who had been despised will say to the arrogant 
: "Had it not been for you, we should certainly have been 
believers!" (34: 31) And 
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“1 will turn away from My signs those who behave 
arrogantly on the earth in defiance of right...*” (7: 146) 
The commentators of the Noble Koran have various 
opinions regarding this last verse [they say]: 
Allah 3 says that He will screen their hearts from 
understanding the Koran. 


Allah 3g says that He will screen their hearts from 
considering the kingdom of the heavens. 


Tbn Jorayj said: “Allah 3& says that He will tum their 
hearts away {rom considering the creation of the heavens and 
the earth, hence they will not be guided by it.” 


For this reason, the Messenger of Allah 3 explained 


arrogance as saying that it is a degrading of the truth and a 
scorning of men. 
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The One to Whom Arrogance is shown 


Please be informed that when one behaves arrogantly, he 
shows arrogance to Allah 38, His Messengers, may Allah be 
pleased with them, or the rest of humanity. Man has been 
created unfair and ignorant, sometimes he weats people 
arrogantly, and sometimes he behaves towards Allah 3& 
arrogantly. Thus, arrogance is divided into three divisions as 
far as the one to whom the arrogance is shown is concemed, 


The First Division: 


Showing arrogance to Allah && is the most defiant 
arrogance, Nothing stirs it except pure ignorance and tyranny, 
like that of Nimrod, some of the other ignorant people, and 
anyone who claims lordship as Pharaoh did. The latter 
disdained to be a servant of Allah; instead he claimed to be 
the most superior god. For this reason Allah 3& said: 


Sali ile Ue DELS ill OY SI Cet! 50 (SH Ja) 
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But those who are too arrogant (o serve Me will surely 
find themselves in Hell, in humiliation. *" 


Sieg om Os! ‘ : 
(vy eta) € Gace al PRS DSS, atthe te 

“Christ disdains not to serve and worship Allah, nor do the 
angels, those nearest (to Allah). Those who disdain to 


worship Him and are arrogant, He will gather them all 
together unto Himself to (answer).*” (4: 172) And 
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“When it is said to them: "Adore you (Allah) Most 
Gracious!" they say: "And what is (Allah) Most Gracious? 
Shall we adore that which you command us?" And it 
increases their flight (from the Truth).*” (25: 60) 


The Second Division: 


Showing arrogance towards the Messengers of Allah by 
disobeying them under the false allegation of them being 
human beings. 

This deludes reason and casts it in seas of doubt and 
ignorance. Hence, it persists in the erroneous way of thinking 
that one is on the right track and the straight path. Allah 3 
relates to us some examples of these arrogant people in His 
statement: 

“They said: "Shall we believe in two men like ourselves? 
And their people are subject to us!” 


The verse refers to the people of Pharaoh who belied 
Moses and Aaron. And 


OW siptos GaN Ul Us Ui 55 


“The (people) said: "You are only men like ourselves, and 
(Allah) Most Gracious sends no sort of revelation, you do 
nothing but lic. *" (36:15) And 


(re ost) (usally 


"If you obey a man like yourselves, behold, it is certain 
you will be lost. *” (23: 34) And 
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“And those who aspired not to meet Us said: "Why are not 
the angels sent down to us, or (why) do not we see our Lord?" 
Indeed they have an arrogant conceit of themselves, and their 
insolence is mighty. *” (25:21) And 


Gosh 2 YAN pad Ls, ob ck Ol Vd Le} 
(4 gan!) 


“And they said: "Why is not an angel sent down to him?" 
*" (6: 8) 


TEA rer Ciera freely } 
: : (er oat) 
Out of arrogance, Pharaoh said: 
Or (why) did not the angels come accompanying him 
in procession?” *" (43:53) And 
ga ay Gy Lik wal ge ath J Bok A VSI) 
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“And he and his hosts were arrogant and insolent in the 
land beyond reason...*” (28; 39) The verse refers to Pharach 
and his hosts. 


The Qoraysh showed arrogance as Allah && relates their 
story with the Prophet. The Noble Koran says: 


(1 assy pe Gita Ge Ua Ue UT US UE VS LAK, > 


“Also, they said: "Why was not this Koran sent down to 
some great man of either of the two (chief) cities? *" (43: 31) 


Commenting on this verse, Qatada said that the Qorayshi 
people meant either Al-Waleed ibn Al-Mogheera or Abu- 
Mas'oud Al-Thagafi. They hoped that the Message should be 


467 


Riyadhos-Salineen (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
(Abriagea) 


given to one of the dignitarics not to an orphan child, ie. 
Muhammad. The Noble Koran refuted their allegation 
saying: 


(oss) Casa te & 

“Ts it they who would portion out the Mercy of thy Lord? 
(43: 32) And 
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“Thus, We tried some of them by comparison with others, 


that they should say: "Is it these then that Allah has favored 
from amongst us...*" (6: 53) 


Out of arrogance, the Qorayshi people said to the 
Messenger of Allah3s: "How can we sit (and listen to) you 
while such weak and poor people are your followers?” 
Thereupon Allah 3& revealed: 

Ga le CHa Osh Gaal aly; 
masa PSL elet cle pple: Ga a Ley oleh Ss ppl en 
(ev ba) © cyallla 


“Send not away those who call on their Lord morning and 
evening, seeking His Face. In naught you are accountable for 
them, and in naught they are accountable for you, that you 
should turn them away, and thus be (one) of the unjust. * (6:32) 
And 
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“And keep your soul content with those who call on their 
Lord morning and evening, seeking His Face; and let not your 


eyes pass beyond them, seeking the pomp and glitter of this 
Life”? (18228), 


Allah 3% relates to us the amazement of the unbelievers 
when they will not find those whom they considered a5 weak 
and poor during life as saying: 


(xr ce) CUR oh A Us SQ G55 YH A 

“And they will say: "What has happened to us that we see 
not men whom we used to number among the bad ones?” *" 
(38: 62) 

The commentators of the Noble Koran say that the 
Qorayshi people refer here to Ammar, Bilal, Sohayb, and Al- 
Miqdad.s. 

Some people were debarred from contemplation [of the 
Message] out of ignorance, some others knew the truth about 
the Message, but they refused to confess it. Allah 3% says: 


UB ge ISAS pes Ld Gad a se te aly B 
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When there came to them that which they (should) 
have recognized. They refused to believe in it...*” @: 89) And 


Ys 45 & 
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“And they rejected those Signs in iniquity and 
arrogance...*” (27: 14) 


This division of arrogance is near to the first, but it is not 
as grave. It is a rebellion against the commandments of Allah 
S and of showing modesty to the Messenger of Allah. 


The Third Division: 

Treating people arrogantly by showing vain pride and 
disdain of others. Thus, one’s soul rejects considering them as 
equal to oneself, obeying them or to treating them modestly. 


Although this division is less serious than the first and 
second, it is dangerous for two reasons. 


The first reason is that arrogance, pride, a feeling of 
greatness, and superiority do not behoove to none but 
Allahg&, the King and the Omnipotent. As to the weak and 
disabled servant, how would he be described with these 
Attributes! Thus, when the servant assumes arrogance, he 
usurps one of Allah’s Attributes. A Hadith Qodsi refers to this 
saying: 


“Greatness is My loincloth, haughtiness is My dress, he 
that assumes one of them I will cast him in Hellfire.” 


This means that such attributes are Allah’s, and no 
creature is permitted to claim any of them. He that claims any 
of them has usurped one of His Attributes or Rights. It should 
be obvious that the difference between Nimrod and Pharaoh’s 
usurpation is like the usurping of some slaves of the master 
and usurping the whole kingdom respectively. 
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What causes Arrogance? 


Be informed that none assume arrogance but he that thinks 
highly of his soul, and one does not think highly of his soul 
except when he thinks that it has special characteristics. This 
could be attributed to worldly or religious reasons. The 
religious reasons are knowledge and practice. The worldly 
reasons are lineage, beauty, strength, wealth, and a multitude 
of supporters. These are seven reasons. 


The First: Knowledge 


How speedy does arrogance go to the scholars! A scholar 
may be deluded with his knowledge, hence he sees other 
people as ignorant, thinking highly of himself. 


He may feel arrogant in the way that he likes that they 
should be the first to give him a greeting, If he greets anyone 
first and the other answered his greeting in a delightful way 
and better than his, he considers it to be a great favor that he 
has submitted to them, and they should give thanks to him 
and render a service to him for it. 


People may usually do favors for him, but he may not do 
them for others; they may visit him, but he may not visit 
them. He may exploit those who mix with him; and if one 
falls short in his service, he may rebuke him as if he was his 
slave and as if the knowledge that he teaches them is not a 
duty on him. This arrogance is related to this worldly life. As 
to the arrogance related to the Hereafter, the scholar may 
think that he is better than others in the sight of Allahss, so he 
hopes for himself what he does not hope for them. Such a 
scholar is worthier to be called an ignorant one, than to be 
called a scholar, for true knowledge is that which helps the 
scholar to know his soul, his Lord, and the gravity of ending 
one’s deeds with an evil deed. 
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If one argues what is wrong with some people who 
become more arrogant despite knowledge? 


The answer is that there are two reasons for this: 

The First Reason: 

The scholar may occupy himself with what is called 
knowledge but it is not true knowledge. For, true knowledge 
is that which helps the scholar to know his soul, his Lord, and 
the gravity of meeting with Allah 3% and being screened by 


Him. This implants fear and awe in the scholar’s heart. Allah 
& said: 


be a as Ug ais ai) Gitta Jor, Gay wt gy) 
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Truly, those who have knowledge among Fh 
fear Allah...*” (35: 28) 


The Second Reason: 


The servant may involve himself in knowledge with an cvil 
soul and morals, because he neither disciplined his soul nor 
purified his heart before becoming involved in seeking 
knowledge, hence he remained ill mannered. Thus, when he 
acquires knowledge, any branch of knowledge, it is shaped 
according to the container that contains it (the heart). For he 
whose determination has been arrogance when he was 
ignorant surpassed the limits in ignorance upon acquiring 
knowledge because he has acquired an additional element for 
delusion. But when he had fear while he was ignorant, and 
then he acquired knowledge, he exceeds in fear, modesty, and 
humbleness upon acquiring knowledge. As generally, 
knowledge leads to arrogance if it is taken mistakenly. For 
this reason, Allah 38 said to his Prophet 38: 


servants 
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“And lower your wing to who followed you of the 
believers. *” (26: 215) And 


ge tye fuel Gl ate th Gas oT, Hd a ail LD 
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“Were you severe or harsh-hearted, they would have 
broken away from about you...*” (3: 159) 
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He a& described His devotees as: 


“\They are lowly with the believers, mighty against the 
unbelievers...” (5: 54) 


‘The Second: Knowledge and Worship 


Knowledge and worship may not be free from feelings of 
pride or arrogance. They may not be free from attempts to 
milk the sympathy of the ascetics and worshippers. Arrogance 
may seep out of the hearts of those people to their limbs in 
regard to worldly and religious affairs. They may see that 
others feel bound to visit them and they expect others to serve 
them, show them reverence, mention their piety and scruples, 
and give them priority over other people. These worshippers 
see their acts of worship as being favors to other people. 
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As to religion, they may see others as ruined and 
themselves as rescued, while in fact they are the ruined ones 
in reality, cven if they see it as otherwise. 
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For this reason, the Messenger of Allah 48 said as narrated 
by Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4 said: “If you see 
a man saying: ‘The people are ruined, (know that) he is the 
utterly ruined one.””” 
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The Messenger of Allah 3% said this because the man who 
scorns other people is deluded by his own deeds, and feels 
safe from Allah's punishment. But it is evil to scorn others. 
The Messenger of Allah 48 said as narrated by Abu-Huraira: 
“The Messenger of Allah 38 said: “It is sufficient for a man to 
hold his Muslim brother in contempt. 


How great is the difference between him who loves his 
Muslim brother, respects him, and loves for him what he 
loves for his own soul! 


People attain salvation through reverence and showing 
Kindness to the creatures of Allah3%, while such scholars [as 
described above] seek Allah’s wrath through disliking and 
disrespecting them out of their arrogance. It would be better 
for them if they loved others in the way of Allah 3& for their 
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righteousness, so that Allah 3& would grant them ranks near 
theirs and vise versa. 


The Third: Arrogance on account of Lineage 


This reason includes those who feel arrogant due to their 
lineage, ie. those that have noble origins and scom others for 
not having the same, even if they are of a higher rank than 
theirs in knowledge and deeds. Some of them may behave 
haughtily thinking that other people are their servant and 
slaves, and they may therefore distance themselves from 
them. This type of arrogance has its effects in the body. Their 
tongues mention their honor too often. This is a vice that, 
none, even those among the prudent and righteous people, are 
able to abandon. Sometimes the effects may not appear in 
their behavior when the people are in good mood, but if one 
of them gets angry, it may be shown by their behavior. It was 
narrated that Abu-Zarr said: "I disputed with a man in the 
presence of the Prophet. (When I got angry) I said to the 
man: O son of a black woman.’ At that, the Prophet 38 said: 
’The matter has reached its climax! There is no excellence in 
the son of a white woman over that of a black one, except 
through piety.’ Abu-Zarr said: "I put my cheek to the ground 
and said to the man: ‘Tread on my cheek.” 


So look how did the Messenger of Allah 3 attracted the 
attention to that claim aroused through anger, he described it 
as ignorance and as a wrong deed. And look how Abu-Zarr 
repented and uprooted the arrogance from his soul by his 
disputant’s feet, because he has been taught that pride is 
overpowered only by humility. It was narrated also that two 
men had disputed in the presence of the Messenger of Allah 
3 and one of them had said: "[ am so and so, son of so and 
so, Who are you then?” The Prophet 3 said: “Two people 
boasted about their lineage in the presence of Mosesi##1. One 
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of them said: ‘Iam so and so.’ He related [his lineage] until 
his ninth grandfather. At that Allah 3% revealed to Moses¥£l: 
“Say to the one boasting about his lineage: ’The nine people 
you have counted are of the dwellers of Hellfire and you are 
their tenth.” 


T think this quotation from Imam Al-Ghazali is sufficient, 
and now let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in the 
same concern. 


(or V5 Ganaatn (Ar) Ga 1 sai, wd Sars or 
Allah 38 said: 


“Verily, Qatoon (Korah) was of Moses’ people, but he 
behaved arrogantly towards them. And We gave him of the 
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treasures, that of which the keys would have been a burden to 
a body of strong men. Remember when his people said to 
him: "Do not be glad (with ungratefulness to Allah's Favors). 
Verily! Allah likes not those who are glad (with 
ungratefulness to Allah's Favors) * But seek, with that 
(wealth) which Allah has bestowed on you, the home of the 
Hereafter, and forget not your portion of lawful enjoyment in 
this world, and do good as Allah has been good to you, and 
seek not mischief in the land. Verily, Allah likes not those 
who spread mischief. * He said: "This has been given to me 
only because of the knowledge I possess." Did he not know 
that Allah had destroyed before him generations, men who 
were stronger than him in might and greater in the amount (of 
riches) they had collected? But the criminals, disbelievers, 
polytheists, sinners) will not be questioned of their sins 
(because Allah knows them well, so they will be punished 
without being called to account). * 


So he went out before his people in his pomp. Those who 
were desirous of the life of the world, said: "Ah, would that 
we had the like of what Qaroon (Korah) has been given? 
Verily! He is the owner of a great fortune.” * But those who 
had been given (religious) knowledge said: "Woe to you! The 
Reward of Allah (in the Hereafter) is better for those who 
believe and do righteous good deeds, and this none shall 
attain except those who are patient and steadfast.” * 


So We caused the earth to swallow him and his dwelling 
place. Then he had no group or party to help him against 
Allah, nor was he one of those who could save themselves. * 
‘And those who had desired (for a position like) his position 
the day before, began to say: "Know you not that it is Allah 
Who enlarges the provision or restricts it 0 whomsoever He 
pleases of His slaves. Had it not been that Allah was Gracious 
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to us, He could have caused the earth to swallow us up 
(also)!” 

Know you not that the disbelievers will never be 
successful. * That home of the Hereafter (i.e. Paradise), We 
shall assign to those who rebel not against the truth with pride 
and oppression in the land nor do mischief by committing 
crimes. And the good end is for the pious. *” (28 76-83) And 
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“And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance. 
Verily, you can neither rend nor penetrate the earth, nor can 
you attain a stature like the mountains in height. *” (17: 37) 
And 
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"And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor 
walk in insolence through the carth. Verily, Allah likes not 
any arrogant boaster. *” (31: 18) 
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The Messenger of Allah 38 said as 


276. narrated by Iyadh ibn Himar 4u: ‘Allah's Messenger 
38 said: "Allah 3& has revealed to me that you (people) should 
be humble, so no one should wrong another, or boast to the 
other.” (Muslim) 
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277. Narrated Abu-Huraira #6: ‘Allah's Messenger % said: 
"Giving in charity does not reduce property, Allah increases 
the honor of him who forgives and no one will humble 
himself for Allah's sake except that Allah raises him up.” 
(stim) 
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278. Abdullah ibn Omar, may Allah be pleased with them 
narrated that Allah's Messenger 3 said: “Allah will not look 
on the Day of Judgment at him who drags his robe (behind 
him) out of conceit (pride etc.), Abu-Bakr said: "One side 
of my robe drops down unless I am very cautious about it.” 


Allah's Messenger 38 said: “But you do not do that out of 
conceit (with a pride).’” (Bukhari) 
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279. Narrated (Abu-Hurairas: ‘The Prophet # said: 
“There are three types of people to whom Allah will neither 
speak to, nor look at on the Day of Resurrection. A man who 
takes an oath falsely that he has been offered for his goods 
more than what he was offered, a man who takes a false oath 
after Al Asr prayer in order to seize a Muslim's property, and 
a man who withholds his excess water. Allah will say to such 
a person: “Today I will withhold My Grace from you as you 
withheld the excess of what you had not created. (Bukhari) 
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280. Narrated Ibn Omar may Allah be pleased with them : 
‘The Prophet 38 said: “While a man was walking, dragging 
his clothing with pride, he was made to be swallowed by the 
earth and he will go on sinking in it until the Day of 
Resurrection.” (Bukhari) 
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281. Narrated Salama ibn Al-Akwa'a: "A man will keep 
on raising himself up until he will be written among the 


arrogant, then he will suffer what they will suffer.” (At- 
Termizi) 
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“And verily, you (0 Muhammad!) are on an exalted 
standard of character. *” (68: 4) And 
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Ort duet) © opel tind ail, 


“Those who spend (in Allah's Cause) in prosperity and in 
adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon men, verily, 
Allah loves the ones who do do good *" (3: 134) 
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The Messenger of Allah 4 said as: 


282. Narrated Anasds: ‘I served the Prophet 3% for ten 
years, and he never said to me: "Ugh!" (a minor harsh word 
that denotes impatience) and he never criticized me by 
saying: "Why did you do so or why didn't you do so?"” 
(Bukhari) 
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283. Narrated Al-Nawwas ibn Sama‘anse: ‘I asked Allah's 
Messenger 3 about righteousness and sin and he replied: 
"Righteousness is good character and sin is what revolves in 
your heart, and that you hate that people would know about." 
(Muslim) 


284. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr may Allah be pleased 
with them|: ‘The Prophet 3 never used bad language. He used 
to say: “The best amongst you are those who have the best 
manners and character.” (Bukhari) 
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285. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4§ 
said: “The most perfect believers are those having the finest 
characters. And the best of you are those who are best to their 
women.” 
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286. Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘The Messenger of Allah 
% said: “He who ceased futile lying (while wrangling), a 
building will be built for him in the lowest ranks of Paradise; 
and he who left off wrangling while having right to it, a 
building will be built for him in the middle ranks of Paradise: 
and he that enhanced his manners, a building will be built for 
him in the highest ranks of Paradise.” (At-Termizi) 


287. Narrated Jaber: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 said: 
“Indeed, the nearest and the most beloved to me among you 
‘on the Day of Judgment are those having the best characters. 
And the farthest and the most disliked to me among you on 
the Day of Judgment are those who talk much, paying no 


attention to what they utter, and the arrogant. 
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Chapter( 72) 
About Perseverance, Forbearance, and Tolerance 
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“Those who spend (in Allah's Cause) in prosperity and in 


adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon men, verily, 
Allah loves the ones who do good. *” (3: 134) And 
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“Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and tum away 
from the foolish (i.e. don't punish them). *" (7: 199) And 
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“The good deeds and the evil deeds cannot be equal. 
Repel (the evil deed) with one that is better (i.e. Allah ordered 
the faithful belicvers to be patient at the time of anger, and to 
excuse those who treat them badly), then verily he, between 
him and you there was enmity, (will become) as though he 
was a close friend. * But none is granted it (the above quality) 
except those who are patient - and none is granted it except 
the owner of the great portion (of happiness in the Hereafter, 
ie. Paradise and of a high moral character) in this world. *” 
(41; 34-35) And 
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“And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives, that 
would truly be from the things recommended by Allah.* (42:43) 
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The Messenger of Allah % said as: 


288. Narrated by A’isha: ‘A group of the Jews entered to 
the Prophet 3% and said: "Al-Sam Alayka.” (i.e. “May death 
befall you,” instead of saying: “Al-Salam Alayka.” (ie. “May 
peace be upon you.”). The Prophet 3 said: “And the same is 
for you.” A'isha said” ‘I said: "Wa Alaykom Al-Sam Wa Al- 
La'ana.” (ie. “May death and Allah’s curse befall you.”). 
Prophet #% said: “O A'isha! Indeed, Allah loves leniency in all 
affairs.” A’isha said: "Did you not hear what they have said?” 
He said: “And T Sait ‘And the same is for ken oe 


wg JaM ely) (Oui | 


289, Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘A nomad stood up and 
started to pass urine in the mosque. The people caught him, 
but the Prophet 3 ordered them to leave him and to pour a 
bucket or a tumbler of water over the place where he had 
passed the urine. The Prophet 48 then said: “You have been 
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sent to make things easy and not to make them difficult.” 

(Bukhari) 

oF le il (aa) Wye va. 
aged sly (Lt YS 1 
290. Anas ibn Malek: ‘The Prophet 4% said: "Facilitate 

things for people (concerning religious matters), and do not 

make it hard for them, and give them good tidings and do not 


make them run away (from Islam by going to the extreme).” 
(Bukhari) 
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291. Narrated Abu-Huraira : ‘A man said to the 
Prophets: “Advise me.” The Prophet # said: “Do not get 
angry and furious.” The man asked (the same) again and 
again, and each time, the Prophet 38 used to say: “Do not get 
angry and furious.” (Bukhari) 


292. Narrated A'isha: ‘Whenever Allah's Messenger # 
was given the choice of one of two matters, he would choose 
the easier of the two, as long as it was not sinful: but if it was 
sinful, he would not approach it, Allah's Messenger 3% never 
took revenge (on anybody) for his own sake, but only when 
Allah's Laws and bindings were outraged, in which case he 
would take revenge for Allah's sake.” (Bukhari) 
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293, Narrated Shaddad ibn Aws 2s: ‘Allah's Messenger % 
said: "Verily. Allah has prescribed proficiency in all things. 
Thus, if you Kill®, kill well; and when you slaughter an 
animal, do it in a good way; and anyone of you should 
sharpen his blade so that the animal may be spared the 
suffering of slaughtering."" (Muslim) 
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294. Narrated Shaddad ibn Aws: ‘The Prophet 3 said: 
“Allah has prescribed doing good in everything. If you killed 
by way of retaliation, do this in the most perfect manner. If 
you slaughtered an animal, do this in the most perfect 
manner. And let one of you sharpen the knife and put the 


animal to rest.”” (At-Termizi) 
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° In case of retaliation, 
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295. Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'oud: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah w said: “Would I tell you about him that is unlawful to 
the Fire and to whom the Fire is unlawful for him? It is for 
every sociable, lenient, and tolerant one.” (At-Termizi) 

culate GF GALS gia gd Gl) — VT 
Chapter: (73 ) 
About Pardoning People and Tolerating Them 
Allah 3% said: 
(44 aie) Couatall oe Lael ial dt, sal 
“Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away 
from the foolish (i.e. don't punish them). *” (7: 199) And 


(aed) C oleh BUN sh oy LD 
“And We created not the heavens and the earth and all that 
is between them except with truth, and the Hour is surely 


coming, so overlook (O Muhammad!) their faults with 
gracious forgiveness. *” (15: 86) And 
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“And let not those among you who are blessed with graces 
and wealth swear not to give (any sort of help) to their 
kinsmen, the needy, and those who lefi their homes for 
Allah's Cause. Let them pardon and forgive. Do you not love 


Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
(Abridged) 


that Allah should forgive you? And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful” *” (24: 22) And 


7 Purifying the soul is one of the noble objectives of Islam. The 
story of Abu-Bakr « with Mistah, his relative who played a big role 
in slandering the ‘Mother of the Believers’ [a title given to all the 
Prophet's wives] and the daughter of Abo Bakr .%. The story is 
contained in the Qur'anic chapter entitled ANoor (the Light). As an 
introduction to the ‘The Process of Purifying the Soul ,’ Sheikh 
Sa'eed Hawwa wrote the following 

Introduction 

[Purifying the soul means purifying it from polytheism and its 
signs, and implanting At-Tawheed (Oneness of Allah) deeply in 
the heart; and to help it to mould in conformity with the Divine 
Aitributes of Allah 5, in absolute slavery to Allah 35, through 
emulation of the Messenger of Alla: 

We shall not deal with each one o; them in detail, instead we will 
confine ourselves to the essential meanings. 

‘As a preamble to the subject, we quote: ‘Allah s& says: 


Sh Gs gl orb a oy lait nb ae 1 ah GP 
ASAD id Bye Su Sy Caley, Se dd Ga yy, sud, ail, 
(9 oath) © Gale Gane Ay 2 oe 


‘And were it not for the grace and mercy of Allah on you, not 
one of you would ever have been pure, but Allah purifies 
whomever He wills. And Allah is One Who hears and knows (all 
things). *" (24: 21) 

The previous verse concludes the verses that speak about the 
fabricated slander against A’isha, the wife of the Prophet 3: and 
the Mother of the Believers. It follows the verses that give 
warnings to the people who spread lewdness among the believers 
and forbid the Muslims from following in Satan's footsteps. It 
occurs before the verse that says: 
chee cole Suse Sl Sy of Rha, 3S ai J EGY, B 
(ray G ‘ay 9 aN of sad al ay 
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“Let not those among you who are blessed with graces and 
wealth swear against helping their kinsmen, those in want, and 
those who have left their homes in Allah's cause. Let them forgive 
and pardon. Do you not wish that Allah should forgive you? For 
Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful. *" (24: 22) 

This asserts the following 

1. The barriers against purifying the soul are so strong that, but for 
Allah’s grace and bounty, it would not occur. This entails great 
efforts to achieve this end, and one should invoke Allah 3 to help 
him in this regard. It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah 4 
used to pray to Allah: ‘O Allah! Grant my soul piety and purify it 
You are the best to purify the souls. You are its Creator and 
Sustainer.” 

2. Forgiving and pardoning those who have done wrong to us are 
among the means of purifying the soul, because verse number 22 
talks about Mistah ibn Athathah, one of Ab u-Bakr's relatives, who 
played a major role in spreading the fabricated slander against 
Aisha. 

Abu-Bakr .é, father of A'isha, used to help Mistah for the sake of 
Allah 3%, but the latter performed an ill deed in spreading that 
slander, so, Abu-Bakr stopped supporting him. When this verse 
was revealed advocating the Muslims not to do so, Abu-Bakr = 
resumed his aid to Mistah. How excellent is Abo Bakr’s status! 
‘And how supreme is the status purifying process! 

3. Not to follow in Satan's footsteps is a means of purifying the 
soul. It is stated that Satan orders but lewdness and evil deeds, 
thus, the purifying process means shunning lewdness and evil 
deeds in addition to not following Satan's footsteps. Envy and 
arrogance are two of Satan’s qualities, because he envied Adam 
and refused to prostrate before him 

4. Hating to spread lewdness among the believers directly or 
indirectly 

5. Withholding one’s tongue from people's honor and giving up 
what causes harm except in case of an established testimony. 
Thus, these are five issues we learn from one verse of the Noble 
Koran talking about purfying the soul. So, this subject is a fertle 
one. 
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We talked about some of them in the second chapter and 
mentioned that there is an interference between the ends, the 
means, and the effects, This includes them as parts in the 
purifying process. The following verses attest this fact 

First; 

There are impurities related to the heart and impurities related to 
the soul caused by polytheism. Allah 3% says: 


Stats SUAS ua Alb Og v 


“Truly pagans are unclean... (9: 28) And 


CSE oa IG yal MN Sb oye Ci! Cys 5 Sas igs als UE, 


(1 eld) 
“And the parable of an evil word is that of any evil tree: it is torn 
up by the root from the surface of the earth, hence, it has no 
stability. *” (14: 26) 


Thus, the tree of polytheism has numerous branches showing 
slavery to others besides Alah 3, following errant ways, and 
adopting evil characteristics like arrogance, envy, and obeying 
false gods. So, the first requirement for purifying the soul is to 
purify the heart from polytheism in every form. 

Second: 

The heart is liable to suffer from various forms of darkness like 
hypocrisy, disbelief, debauchery, innovation, confusion, and 
instabilty, acts of disobedience and sin, etc. Thus, encompassing 
the heart in the Divine Light clears from it these forms of darkness, 
and hence, one sees clearly through that light. Allah 3& says: 


Sy yh cal (Es on aD je Loa ga 44) 
(er ath) Clas outed 
“He itis Who sends blessings on you, as do His angels, that He 


may bring you out from the depths of darkness into light...*" (33: 
43) And 
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“Allah is the protector of those who have faith. He leads them 
forth into light from the depths of darkness....* (2: 257) And 
Sie Oy at ae ey lh al 5d 3S ge Syed Sal WD 
(vot plait) € day 
“Insights have come to you, from your Lord...** (6: 104) 
Allah sé has described the hypocrites as saying: 
ose UI Gad da G celal a yb i ga JUS HE} 


COMo ASE Y BYE Be Oy OY otal a nes, 
(ay sat) 

“Their simllitude is that of a man who kindled a fire. When it had lit 

all around him, Allah took away their light and left them in utter 

darkness. So they could not see. * (They are) deaf, dumb, and 

blind, they will not return (to the path), *" (2: 17-18) 

He i has described the unbelievers saying: 

Sang aDsele WY Je ie Ua 1s hb ns falta tis putt D 

ol Ss 8 als J (ra) uaa ya Aly Waa Sig Sate al ay ins 


obSS ALY Cats BS as Ge Gk aid Gt pipe a a tga 
(ere sat ((e) bod td yg dali wad oo wha 
“As to the unbelievers, their deeds are like a mirage in sandy 
deserts that the man parched with thirst mistakes for water, until 
he comes up to it, he finds it to be nothing, but he finds Allah 
(ever) with him, and Allah will pay him his account. And Allah is 
swift in taking account. * Or (their state) is like the depths of 
darkness in a deep vast ocean, overwhelmed with a great wave 
topped by a great wave, topped by (dark) clouds depihs of 
darkness one above the other. Ifa man stretches out his hand, he 
can hardly see it! For anyone to whom Allah has not appointed 
light, there is no light. *" (24: 39-40) 
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Thus, deafness that prevents from one from hearing the truth and 
accepting it, blindness that prevents one from seeing the way to 
Allah s& and following it, silence that prevents one from supporting 
the truth and proclaiming it are signs of the soul's and the heart's 
darkness. Thus, getting out from these portions of darkness is 
encompassed in the soul purifying process. 

Third: 

The human soul has numerous desires. Some are material and 
some others are immaterial. Some are lawful and some others are 
unlawful. Love of food and drink are from the material lusts, and 
love of revenge, authority, and domination are immaterial ones. 
Some of these desires are lawful, if man adopts lawful means to 
satisfy, them like the sexual desire that is satisfied through 
marriage. Some others are originally unlawful, or become so if 
man adopts an unlawful method to satisfy them. Thus, purifying 
the soul from unlawful desires and the unlawful means of 
satisfying them, are also encompassed in the soul purifying 
process. 

Fourth: 

The soul and the heart become ill as bodies become ill. The soul 
is liable to be inflicted with diseases like arrogance, vanity, envy, 
and rancor, thus, purifying the soul from such diseases is included 
in the soul purifying process. 

F 
The soul is liable to be affected by the environment, temptation, 
concepts, and anxiety. As a response to this, it may follow in 
Satan's footsteps or the errant sects, Thus, giving up Satan's 
temptations and the doctrines of the misled sects are also 
included in the soul purifying process. Allah s& says: 


2 gly oki 125 ¥, Ub ne Wohl ga KU > 
(aaa) Chats fe 5S) 

‘And do not follow the footsteps of the Salan..."” (2: 168) And 
pile sak 2 pelle cial ga bre (1) pds Sutl LY fad Gaal BP 
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“Show us the straight way * The way of those on whom You have 
bestowed grace, with whom You are not angry, nor who are lost. 
(1: 6-7) 
He who knows these five elements knows the best way of 
purifying the soul. He knows also that purifying the soul leads to 
its growth. For this reason, the first chapter is allocated to this 
subject where we have mentioned the eleven ciseases from which 
the soul should be purified 
One of the contents of the purification process is to purify it from 
anything thet contradicts the original nature of man. The original 
nature of man confesses only to At-Tawheed (Oneness of Allah 
Allah 3 says: 
Cal paul te AS EEA path on ST gb oe WE LAN YD 
Codie 1S ye SY ou gS ty LS 
(VY het) 
"When your Lord drew forth from the children of Adam from their 
loins, their descendants, and made them testify concerning 
themselves, (saying): "Am | not your Lord (Who cherishes and 
sustains you)?" They said: "Yes indeed! We do testify!" (This), lest 
you should say on the Day of Judgment: "Of this we were never 
mindful ** (7: 172) 
This is the original nature of man whose manifest sign is the 
acceptance of Allah's Guidance with which all Messengers may 
the peace of Allah be upon them( were sent. Thus, the original 
nature of man means compelling the soul into slavery to Allah 3%, 
and that is a sign of knowing Him. It entails fearing Him, hoping for 
what is with Him, thanking Him, worshipping Him sincerely, being 
truthful with Him, being patient with whatever He inflicts one with, 
loving Him, discarding what detracts one from Him, and being 
steadfest_ in worshipping Him. In this way, man realizes 
assuredness and belief. This forms the second pillar of the pillars 
of puritying the soul, It is At-Tahaqqog (Verification) the subject 
matter of the second chapter that contains twelve statuses. 
After At-Tahaggoq (Verification), we allocated a chapter for At- 
Takhalloq (Disciplining the Soul) in two articles, one for 
disciplining the soul in conformity with Allah's Attributes and the 
other for emulating the Messenger of Allah #s. We considered this 
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as an important subject in understanding the soul purifying 
process, This is the third pillar of the process. To have a preamble 
of it we say: 

To Allah 3 are the Highest Attributes and the Beautiful Names. 
Allah 3 created man and breathed in him of His Spirit. This 
means that Allah & has breathed in man a created spirit that He 
attributed to Himself, as a symbol of honoring that spirit. Through 
this blow man was created inclining to behave in the proper 
manner. In other words, Allah created in man qualities like that of 
Allah's, but they are not to be compared with them because there 
is nothing that resembles Allah 8, as stated by the Noble Koran 
and the authentic Sonnzh. 

For this reason man was created with abilities to show mercy, to 
take revenge, to be arrogant, etc. as Allah 3 is able to (but taking 
into consideration that there is nothing that resembles Allah $8). In 
this regard, man is required to commit himself to two 
requirements 

a) The first requirement is to forbid his soul to get close to the 
Divine Attributes as Greatness and Arrogance, for example, are 
Allah's alone. 

‘The believing servant should not get close to them. The 
Messenger of Allah 2 says: “Allah 3 says: ‘Haughtiness is My 
dress and Greatness is My loincloth. He that disputes with Me 
regarding them, | destroy him uncaring about him.” 

b) Man should check his soul as regards the names to which he 
should accustom it. Thus, mercy, generosity, benefaction, 
compassion, dignity, etc should be controlled in conformity with 
Allah's commandments. The person who searches to attain such 
characteristics should cling to what he knows. This is the very 
meaning of At-Takhallog (Disciplining the Soul). 

Purifying the soul is included in admitting slavery to Allah 3. The 
highest of people in this regard are the Messengers, and at the 
peak of all them is their master, Muhammad, the last Prophet #. 
Thus, absolute slavery lies in emulating him, as this is the real 
purification. Inheriting from the Prophet # means that we should 
adopt the commandments of the Book and Sunna earnestly, in 
action and utterance, and to follow strictly what he + explained to 
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us as regards trusting, showing humility, etc. This is the second 
meaning of At-Takhallog (Disciplining the Soul), 

As we have said, the subjects of purification are interrelated, but 
we are compelled to divide the subject to ease its understanding, 
Now, it is hoped that the reader has gained a general idea about 
the subject matter of the three chapters. Before we start these 
chapters, we should attract attention to the fact that there have 
been many people who were misled, due to misunderstanding the 
purification process. Some of the quasi-instructed people of our 
age claim: "As purifying the soul is the final end of the acts of 
worship, but since we are well-mannered, thus, we are not 
required to perform these acts of worship.” 

Such are the ignorant ones, as the purification of the soul is a 
ceaseless process, so, it requires ceaseless feeding by the means 
that Allah 3 has imposed, because He is Well-Aware of all the 
souls because He is their Creator. Thus, whenever man falls short 
in acts of worship, the soul is lost. The statement of Allah 3 that 
we have shown attests to this. Allah 3% Says: 


Hb ole hs Bo alk eke 18 Lis oat GILG 
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And were it not for the grace and mercy of Allah on you, not 
‘one of you would ever have been pure, but Allah purifies whom 
He pleases. And Allah is the One Who hears and knows (all 
things). *" (24: 21) 
We heard of one of the religious scholars who asked one of the 
politicians of our age: "Do you perform the prayer?” The man said: 
"There is no need for me to perform the prayer because my soul is 
@ purified one." The scholar said: ‘So, are you better than 
Muhammad 3% and his companions? They used to perform the 
prayer until they died. Thus, You have attained what others failed 
to attain!” The man withdrew his words and returned to Allah. We 
hope that his soul was taken away while in a state of belief. 
Some of the so-called ascetics claim that when man reaches the 
heartly konwledge of Allah 38 he becomes exempted from the 
Divine commandments. When these people were mentioned 
before Al Jonayd, he said: ‘Indeed, they have reached but into 
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“Those who spend (in Allah's Cause) in prosperity and in 


adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon men, verily, 
Allah loves the ones who do good. *” (3: 134) And 
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“And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives, that 
would truly be from the things recommended by Allah*(42: 43) 
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Hellfire.’ Such people misunderstand the meaning of the following 
verse that says 

“And serve your Lord until the hour that is certain comes unto 
you. ** (15: 99) 

They did not realize that the Messenger of Allah % is the first 
addressee of this verse (commandment). He % remained 
worshipping his Lord until his soul was taken away. Thus, the 
word that is translated as “the hour that is certain," means death 
Had such people understood that the heartly knowledge is the 
starting point to committing to perform the commandments; they 
would have not made the end point the starting point. May Allah 
curse them. 

Some sects of those who search for the concealed meanings 
misinterpreted the commandments under the pretext that they are 
“The Chosen People,” hence they refused to accept these 
commandments. How such people can claim this when they have 
abandoned the ways to the legal means of purifying the soul and 
have misinterpreted the texts against the sound understanding, 
reason, and linguistic rules. They have gone astray on account of 
this.”] 
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The Messenger of Allah 3% said as: 


296. Narrated by A'isha, the wife of the Prophet: ‘I 
never remembered my parents believing in any religion other 
than the true religion (the religion of Islam), and (I don't 
remember) a single day passing without our being visited by 
Allah's Messenger 3% in the morning and in the evening. 
When the Muslims were put to the test (i. troubled by the 
pagans), Abu-Bakr set out to migrate to the land of Ethiopia, 
and when he reached Bark Al-Ghimad, Ibn Al-Daghina, the 
chief of the tribe of Qara, met and said: “O Abu-Bakr! 
Where are you going?” Abu-Bakr replied: "My people have 
turned me out (of my country), so I want to wander in the 
land and worship my Lord.” Ibn Al-Daghina said: "0 Abu- 
Bakr! A man like you should not leave his homeland, nor 
should he be driven out of it, because you help the destitute 
earn their living, you keep good relations with your kith and 
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kin, you help the weak, and the poor, entertain guests 
generously, and help people stricken by calamity. Therefore I 
am your protector. Go back and worship your Lord in your 
town.” 


So Abu-Bakr returned and Ibn AlDaghina accompanied him. 
In the evening Ibn Al-Daghina visited the nobles of Quraysh 
and said to them: ”A man like Abu-Bakr should not leave his 
homeland, nor should he be driven out. Do you drive out a 
man who helps the destitute eam their living, keeps good 
relations with his kith and kin, helps the weak and poor, 
entertains guests generously, and helps people stricken by 
calamity?” So the people of Quraysh could not refuse Ibn Al- 
Daghina's protection, and they said to him: "Let Abu-Bakr 
worship his Lord in his house. He can offer the prayer and 
recite there whatever he likes, but he should not hurt us with 
it, and should not do it publicly, because we are afraid that he 
may influence our women and children.” 


Tbn Al-Daghinatold Abu-Bakr of all that. Abu-Bakr stayed 
in that state, worshipping his Lord in his house. He did not 
offer the prayer publicly, nor did he recite the Koran outside 
his house. Then a thought occurred to Abu-Bakr. It was to 
build a mosque in front of his house, and there he used to 
offer the prayer and recite the Koran. The women and 
children of the pagans began to gather around him in great 
numbers. They used to wonder at him and look at him. Abu- 
Bakr was a man given to weeping much, and he could not 
help weeping when reciting the Koran. This situation scared 
the nobles of the Qurayshi pagans, so they sent for Ibn Al- 
Daghina. When he came to them, they said: "We accepted 
your protection of Abu-Bakr on condition that he should 
worship his Lord in his house, but he has violated the 
conditions and he has bi a mosque in front of his house 
where he offers the prayer and recites the Koran publicly. We 
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are now afraid that he may influence our women and children 
unfavorably. So, prevent him from that. If he wants to confine 
the worship of his Lord to his house, he may do so; but if he 
insists on doing it openly, ask him to release you from the 
obligation of his protection. We dislike breaking our pact 
with you, but we deny Abu-Bakr the right to announce his act 
publicly.” 

Ibn Ai-Daghina went to Abu-Bakr and said: “(O Abu- 
Bakr!) You know well what agreement I made on your 
behalf, now you should either abide by it, or release me from 
my obligation of protecting you, because 1 do not want the 
Arabs to hear that my people have dishonored a contract 1 
made on behalf of another man.” Abu-Bakr replied:” | release 
you from your agreement to protect me, and I am contented 
with the protection of Allah 38.” 


At that time the Prophet 4 was in Mecca, and he said to 
the Muslims: “In a dream [ have been shown the place of 
your migration, it is a land of date-palm trees between two 
mountains, the two stony tracts. So some people migrated to 
Madina, and most of those people who had previously 
migrated to the land of Ethiopia returned and went to Madina. 
Abu-Bakr also prepared to leave for Madina, but Allah's 
Messenger 38 told him to wait for a while, because he hoped 
that he would be allowed to migrate also. Abu-Bakr said: "Do 
you indeed expect this? Let my father and mother be 
sacrificed for you!” The Prophet 3 said: “Yes.” So Abu-Bakr 
did not migrate for the sake of Allah's Messengers, in order 
to accompany him, and for four months he fed the two she- 
camels he possessed with the leaves of Al-Samoor tree that 
fell when they were struck by a stick 


A’isha added: ‘One day, while we were sitting in Abu- 
Bakr's house at noon, someone said to Abu-Bakr: "There is 
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Allah's Messenger 4 with his head covered, coming at a time 
at that he has never visited us before.” Abu-Bakr said: "May 
my parents be sacrificed for him. By Allah, he has not come 
at this hour, except for an emergent matter.’ So Allah's 
Messenger 3 came and asked permission to enter, and he was 
allowed to enter. When he entered, he said to Abu-Bakr: “Tell 
everyone who is with you to go away.” Abu-Bakr replied: 
“There are none but your family. May my father be sacrificed 
for you, O Allah's Messenger!” The Prophet 38 said: “I have 
been given permission to migrate.” Abu-Bakr said: "Shall I 
accompany you? May my father be sacrificed for you, O Allah's 

Messenger!” Allah's Messenger % said: “Yes.” Abu-Bakr said: 
"O Allah's Messenger! May my father be sacrificed for you, 

take one of these two she-camels of mine.” Allah's Messenger 

38 replied: “I will, but I should pay its price.” 


So, we prepared the baggage quickly and put some food 
for the journey ina leather bag for them. Asma'a, Abu-Bakr’s 
daughter, cut a piece from her waist belt and tied the mouth of 
the leather bag with it; and for that reason she was named Zat 
AlL-Nitaqain (the owner of two belis). Then Allah's Messenger 
and Abu-Bakr reached a cave on Mount Thawr and stayed 
there for three nights. Abdullah ibn Abu-Bakr who was an 
intelligent and wise young man, used to stay (with them) over 
night. He would leave them before daybreak, so in the 
morning he could be with the Quraysh, as if he had spent the 
night in Mecca. He would remember any plot [he heard 
being] made against them, and when it became dark he would 
(go and) inform them of it. 

Amer ibn Fohayra, the freed slave of Abu-Bakr, used to 
bring the milking ewes (of his master, Abu-Bakr) to them a 
little while after nightfall, in order to rest the sheep there. So 
they always had fresh milk of their sheep at night, which they 
used to warm by throwing heated stones in. Amer ibn 
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Fohayra would then call the herd away while it was still dark 
(before daybreak). He did the same on each of those three 
nights. 


Allah's Messenger 4 and Abu-Bakr hired a man from the 
wibe of Bano-Dayl as an expert guide, who was in an alliance 
with the family of Al-Ass ibn Wa'il Al-Sahmi, but he was on 
the religion of the infidels of Qoraysh. The Prophet 3% and 
Abu-Bakr trusted him and gave him their two camels and 
made him promise to bring the two camels to the cave of 
Mount Thawr in the morning afler waiting three nights. And 
(when they set out) Amer ibn Fohayra and the guide went 
along with them and the guide led them along the seashore. 


(The nephew of Soraqa ibn Joshom said that his father 
informed him that he heard) Soraqa ibn Josho'om saying: 
“The envoys of the heathens of Qoraysh came to us declaring 
that they had assigned a reward equal to their blood-money 
(ic. 100 camels) for anyone who would kill or apprehend 
Allah's Messenger 4% and Abu-Bakr,. While I was sitting in 
one of the gatherings of my tribe, Bano Modlij, a man from 
there came to us and stood up while we were sitting, and said: 
"O Soraqa! No doubt, I have just seen some people far away 
on the seashore, and I think they are Muhammad and his 
companions.” Soraqa added: “I too realized that it must have 
been them.” But I said: "No. It is not them, but you have seen 
so and so, so and so, and so and so whom we saw setting 
out.” | stayed in the gathering for a while and then got up and 
left for my home, and ordered my slave girl to go and get my 
horse which was behind a hillock, and get it ready for me. 
Then I took my spear and left by the back door of my house 
dragging the lower end of the spear on the ground and 
keeping it low. Then I reached my horse, mounted it, and 
made it gallop. 


506 


Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
(Abridged) 


When I approached them (Muhammad and Abu-Bakr), 
my horse stumbled and I fell off it. I got up, took hold of my 
quiver and took out the divining arrows and drew lots to 
decide whether I should harm them (the Prophet 3§ and Abu- 
Bakr) or not, and the result that not what I was hoping for. 
But I remounted my horse and galloped, giving no 
importance to the divining arrows. Then, I heard the recitation 
of the Koran by Allah's Messenger, who was not looking 
around him while Abu-Bakr however was doing so often, and 
suddenly the forelegs of my horse sank into the ground up to 
its knees, and I fell off it again. I admonished it and it stood 
up, but it had great difficulty removing its forelegs from the 
ground, and when it stood up straight again, its forelegs 
caused dust to rise up into the sky like smoke. 


I drew lots again with the divining arrows, and the result 
was again that which I was not hoping for. So I called to them 
to make them feel secure. They stopped, and I remounted my 
horse and approached them. When I saw how I had been 
hampered from harming them, it came to my mind that the 
cause of Allah's Messenger 48 (i.e. Islam) would become 
victorious. So I said to him: "Your people have assigned a 
reward equal to the blood-money for your head.” And I told 
them all the plans that the people of Mecca had made 
concerning them. Then I offered them some food and supplies 
for their journey, but they refused to take anything and did 
not ask for anything. The Prophet 3 said: “Do not tell others 
about us.” Then, I requested him to write for me a statement 
of security and peace. He ordered Amer ibn Fohayra to write 
it for me on a parchment, and then Allah's Messenger 3% 
proceeded on his way. 

(Narrated Orwa ibn Al-Zobayr) Allah's Messenger 3% met 
Al-Zobayr with a caravan of Muslim merchants who were 
returning from Greater Syria. Al-Zobayr provided Allah's 
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Messenger 38 and Abu-Bakr 4 with white clothes to wear. 
When the Muslims of Madina heard the news of the departure 
of Allah's Messenger from Mecca to Madina, they started 
going to the Harrah every morning. They would wait for him 
until the heat of the noon forced them to return. One day, 
after waiting for a long time, they returned home, and when 
they went fo their houses a Jew climbed up onto the roof of 
one of the fortresses of his people to look for something, and 
he saw Allah's Messenger 3§ and his companion dressed in 
white clothes emerging out of the desert’s mirage. The Jew 
could not help shouting at the top of his voice: "O Arabs! 
Here is your great man whom you have been waiting for!” 
So, all the Muslims rushed to their arms and received Allah's 
Messenger 3 on the summit of Harrah. 


The Prophet  tumed with them to the right and alighted 
at the quarters of Bano Amr Awf ibn Awf, and this was on a 
Monday in the month of Rabee Awwal. Abu-Bakr stood up, 
receiving the people while Allah's Messenger 38 sat down and 
stayed silent. Some of the Ansar (the Supporters) who came 
and had not seen Allah's Messenger 38 before, began greeting 
Abu-Bakr, but when the sun fell on Allah's Messenger 

and Abu-Bakr came forward and shaded him with his sheet, 
only then did the people came to know Allah's Messenger # 


Allah's Messenger 38 stayed with Bano Amr Awf ibn Awf 
for ten nights and established the mosque (mosque of Qoba'a) 
that was founded on piety. Allah's Messenger % offered the 
prayer in it and then mounted his camel and left, accompanied 
by the people until his camel knelt down at (the place of) of 
Allah's Messenger’s_ mosque in Madina. Some Muslims used 
to offer prayers there in those days, and that place was also 
used as a yard for drying dates belonging to Sohayl and Sahl, 
two orphans who were under the guardianship of Asa'ad ibn 
Zorara. When his camel knelt down, Allah's Messenger 3 
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said: “This place, if Allah 3& wills, will be our abiding place.” 
‘Allah's Messenger 3 then called the two boys and offered to 
buy that yard from them so that he might use it for a mosque. 
The two boys said: "No, but we will give it as a gift, O Allah's 
Messenger!” Allah's Messenger # refused to accept it as a 
gift and ultimately purchased it from them. Allah's Messenger 
3g then built his mosque there. The Prophet 3 himself started 
carrying the clay bricks to build the mosque, and while doing 
so he was saying: “This load is better than the load of 
Khaybar, for it is more virtuous with Allah, purer, and more 
meritorious.” He was also saying: "O Allah! The actual 
reward is the reward in the Hereafter, so bestow Your Mercy 
on Al-Ansar (the Stoponen) and the emigrants.”” (Bukhari) 


ee ovay 
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297. Narrated Ibn Mas'oud” ‘It is as if Tam jetting at the 
Prophet snow talking about one of the prophets whose 
people had beaten him and caused him to bleed, while he was 
cleaning the blood off his face saying: “O Allah! Forgive myP 
people, for they have no knowledge.” (Bukhari) 
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298. Narrated Abu-Huraira s: ‘Allah's Messenger 35 
said: “The strong one is not the one who overcomes the 
people by his strength, but the strong one is the one who 
controls himself while in anger.”” (Bukhari) 
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Chapter(74 ) 
About Bearing Harm 
Allah 3& said: 
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“Those who spend (in Allah's Cause) in prosperity and in 
adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon men, verily, 
Allah loves the ones who do good.*” (3: 134) And 


(6 gash) C38 ge pal ah iy sib'y he tnd D 


“And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives, 
that would truly be from the things recommended by Allah." 
(42: 43) 
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299. Narrated Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
them: ‘The Prophet 38 said: “Whoever disapproved 
something done by his ruler then he should be patient, for 
whoever disobeys the ruler even a little (little = a span) will 
die as those who died in the Period of Ignorance (ic. asa 
rebellious a sinner),”” 
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The other version of the Hadith says: “Whoever notices 
something which he dislikes done by his ruler, then he should 
be patient, for whoever becomes separate from the company 
of the Muslims even for a span and then dies, he will die as 
those who died in the Period of Ignorance (as rebellious 
sinners).”” (Bukhari) 


= * * 


Eo Shen Sgt) Ga gd oly V8 
Chapter( 75) 
About being Jealous when the Allah’s 
Prohibitions are Violated 
Sy ped Si chal, oy Se BR a A ps gs aD 
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Allah 3 said: 


“Thus, these prescribed rituals of Al Hajj are an obligation 
that mankind owes to Allah, and whoever honors the sacred 
things of Allah, then that is better for him with his Lord. The 
cattle have been made lawful to you, except those (that will 
be) mentioned to you (as exceptions). So shun the 
abomination (worshipping) of idols, and shun lying speech 
(false statements). *” (22: 30) And 


(vane) GS 


“O you who believe! If you help (in the cause of) Allah, 
He will help you, and make your foothold firm.” (47: 7) 
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300. Narrated Abu-Mas‘oudss: “A man came and said: "O 
Allah's Messenger! By Allah, I keep away from the Morning 
Prayer only because so and so prolongs the prayer when he 
leads us.” (The narrator said:) ‘I never saw Allah's 
Messenger 3 more furious in giving advice than he was at 
that time. The Messenger of Allah 3 then said: “Some of you 
make people dislike good deeds (the prayer). So whoever 
among you leads the people in the prayer should perform it 
moderately for there could be among the people those who 
are weak, old, and those who would be in a state that requires 


urgent relief.” (Bukhari) 
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301. Narrated Atisha may Allah be pleased with her: 
‘Allah's Messenger 3 retumed from a journey and I had 
placed a curtain of mine with some images (or pictures etc.) 
on it over (the door of) a chamber of mine. When Allah's 
Messenger 38 saw it he tore it down and said: "The people 
who will receive the severest punishment on the Day of 
Resurrection will be those who try to make the like of Allah's 


creations." So we turned it (the curtain) into one or two 
cushions.”” (Bukhari) 


Riyadhos-Saliheon (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
(Abridged) 


Som NAS oF A oe ah a 
oh py, Sh aie al ta py 


ag Pe a ta Baga be ott oe 


YG Said Oi Ranta Ga Gui 
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302. Narrated A'isha: ‘The Quraysh became worried about 
a woman of Bano Makhzoom who stole. They said: "Who 
can intercede for her with the Messenger of Allah3g?” It was 
said” "No body but Osama ibn Zayd, the beloved one to the 
Messenger of Allah3x.” Osama talked to the Messenger of 
Allah3s. The Messenger of Allah 3 s: “Do you intercede to 
prevent a prescribed penalty of Allah?” He then delivered a 
sermon where he said: “Naught ruined those before you 
except that if a dignitary among them committed theft, they 
used to leave him unharmed and if 2 weak person among 
them committed thefi, they used to affect the prescribed 
penalty on him. And by Allah, had Fatema, the daughter of 
Muhammad committed theft, 1 would cut off her hand.”” 
(At-Termizi) 
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303. Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘The Prophet 4 saw 
some sputum in the direction of the Qibla (on the wall of the 
mosque) and he disliked it and the sign of disgust was 
apparent on his face, So he got up and scraped it off with his 
hand and said: “Whenever anyone of you stands for the 
prayer, he is speaking in private to his Lord or his Lord is 
between him and Qibla. So, none of you should spit in the 
direction of the Qibla, but one can spit to the left or under his 
foot.” The Prophet 3§ then took the edge of his garment, spat 
in it, folded it, and said: “Or you can do like this.” (Bukhari) 
* * * 


A Bg od Gh 
Chapter( 76) 
About the People in Authority 


The Muslim rulers should treat their subjects kindly. They 
should search sincerely for what benefits them, and they 
should not cheat them or overlook their needs. 


The Muslim ruler should show mercy and kindness to his 
subjects, emulating the Messenger f Allahds, the rightly 
guided caliphs, and the true Muslim rulers. 


(re eat) call ye Wiel cfd UALS Luni DP 
Allah 3% said: 


“And be kind and humble to the believers who follow 
you, *” (26: 215) And 
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“Verily, Allah enjoins (on you to judge with) justice and 
worshipping none but Allah (Alone - Islamic Monotheism), 
and that you should be patient in performing your duties to 
Allah, totally for Allah's sake and in accordance with Sunna 
(the legal ways) of the Prophet, and giving (help) to kith and 
kin (i.e, all that Allah has ordered you to give them, eg. 
wealth, visits, looking after them, or any other kind of help), 
and forbids insolence (all evil deeds, e.g. illegal sexual acts, 
disobedience of parents, polytheism, telling lies, giving false 
testimonies, killing without legal cause), and what is unjust, 
and transgression, He admonishes you that you may take 
heed. *” (16: 90) 


Bai Jyh) Coa Ce rota t 


The Messenger of Allah 3 said as: 


304, Narrated by Tbn Omar: ‘I heard Allah's Messenger % 
saying: “All of you are guardians and responsible for your 
wards and the things under your care. The imam (i.e. ruler) is 
the guardian of his subjects and is responsible for them. A 
man is the guardian of his family and is responsible for them. 
A woman is the guardian of her husband's house and is 
responsible for it. A servant is the guardian of his master's 
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belongings and is responsible for them.”” I thought that ibn 
Omar said: “I think the Prophet 38 also said: “A man is the 
guardian of his father's property and is responsible for it. All 
of you are guardians and responsible for your wards and the 
things under your care.””” (Bukhari) 
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305. Narrated Ma'aqil ibn Yasar: ‘I heard Allah's 
Messenger 48 saying: "Any governor in charge of Muslim 
subjects who dies while acting dishonestly towards them will 
be excluded by Allah from Paradise." (Agreed upon) 


306, Narrated Abu-Hurairaz: ‘The Prophet 38 said: "The 
Children of Israel used to be ruled and guided by prophets. 
Whenever a prophet died, another would take his place. There 
will be no Prophet after me, but there will be caliphs who will 
increase in number.” The people asked: "O Allah's 
Messenger! What do you order us (to do)?” He said: “Obey 
the one who will be given the pledge first. Fulfill their (ic. 
the caliphs’) rights, for Allah will ask them about (any 
shortcomings) in ruling those whom Allah has put under their 
guardianship.”” (Bukhari) 
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307. Narrated Jonada ibn Abu-Omayya: ‘We visited 
Obada ibn Al-Samet # when he was sick and said: "May 
Allah make you good and healthy. Would you tell us a Hadith 
that you heard from the Prophet % and by which Allah may 
make you benefit?” He said: "The Prophet 3 summoned us 
and we gave him the pledge for Islam, and among the 
conditions on which he took the pledge from us, was that we 
were to listen to and obey (the orders of a Muslim ruler) at the 
time when we were busy and at the time when we were tired, 
and in our difficult times and at our case, and to be obedient 
to the ruler and give him his right, even if he did not give us 
our rights, and not to fight against him unless we could see 
him committing an open act of disbelief for which we had a 
proof with us from Allah.” (Bukhari) 


308. Abul-Qasem ibn Mokhaymara told him that Abu- 
Maryam Al-Ozdi said to him: ‘I entered on Mulaweya and 
said: "May Allah mend your affairs! I am going to tell you a 
Hadith I heard from the Messenger of Allahis.” He 3 said: 
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“He that Allah has given him authority over the Muslims, 
then he screened himself from their requirements, Allah 3 
will screon Himself from his requirements.” Upon hearing 
this, Mu'aweya appointed an official to decide people’s 
requirements.’ (Abu-Dawood) 

* * ’ 


dalall slay! od Gb VV 
Chapter( 77) 
About the Just Ruler 
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Allah 3% said: 


“Verily, Allah enjoins (on you to judge with) justice and 
worshipping none but Allah (Alone - Islamic Monotheism), 
and that you should be patient in performing your duties to 
Allah, totally for Allah's sake and in accordance with Sunna 
(the legal ways) of the Prophet, and giving (help) to kith and 
kin (ie. all that Allah has ordered you to give them eg., 
wealth, visits, looking after them, or any other kind of help), 
and forbids insolence (all evil deeds, e.g. illegal sexual acts, 
disobedience of parents, polytheism, telling lies, giving false 
testimonies, killing without legal cause), and what is unjust, 
and transgression. He admonishes you, that you may take 
heed. *” (16: 90) And 
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“And if two parties or groups among the believers fall to 
fighting, then make peace between them both. But if one of 
them outrages against the other, then fight you (all) against 
the one that outrages until he complies with the Command of 
Allah. Then if he complies, then make reconciliation between 
them justly, and be equitable. Verily! Allah loves those who 
are equitable, *” (49: 9) 


iy std) say! vals Sy Ula ¥ 
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The Messenger of Allah 4 said as: 


309. Narrated by Abu-Hurairade: ‘The Prophet # said: 
“Allah will give shade to seven people on the Day when there 
will be no shade but His. (These seven persons are) A just 
ruler, a youth who has been brought up in the worship of 
Allah (ie. worships Allah 3 alone sincerely from his 
childhood), 2 man whose heart is attached to the mosque (i.e. 
who offers the five compulsory congregational prayers (in the 
mosque), two persons who love each other only for Allah's 
sake and they meet and part in Allah's cause only, a man who 
refuses the seduction of a charming woman of noble birth and 
says: “I am afraid of Allah,” a man who gives charitable gifts 
so sccretly that his left hand does not know what his right 
hand has given, and a person who remembers Allah in 
seclusion and his eyes become flooded with tears.”” 
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Chapter ( 78) 


About the Obligation of Obeying 
the Rulers in Justice 


(Obedience to the Muslim ruler is mandatory on Muslim 
subjects as long as he implements and adheres to Allah’s 
Law. This is obvious from the verse mentioned below from 
the Qur’anic chapter number 4: 59. We see that the 
imperative verb (Obey) is repeated twice, one is related to 
Allah's commandments and the second is related to the 
Messenger of Allah’s commandments, i.c. his Sunna. It is 
unanimously agreed upon that these two Sources never 
contradict, 


When the verse mentions ‘obedience to the people in 
authority’, it omits the imperative verb, (Obey). This means 
that there is no obedience if the ruler’s order contradicts the 
Law of Allah & as presented in the Noble Koran and Sunna. 
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The Messenger of Allah 3€ said as: 


Narrated by Ali: ‘The Prophet #% said: “There should not 
be obedience to a creature if it comprises an act of 
disobedience to Allahsé."" 


The first words of Abu-Bakr 4s [on his appointment as the 
caliph] were: "Obey me as long as I obey Allahs&. If T 
disobey Allahg&, I am not entitled to your obedience.” 
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Omar ibn Al-Khattab asked the Muslims to correct his 
conduct if he deviated (may Allah forbid). One of the 
Muslims said: "Were we to find a defect in your behavior, we 
would correct it with our swords.” At that he said: "Praise be 
to Allah that there is one to correct our behavior with 
swords,” 

Now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled in 
the same concern.] 


Allah 38 said: 
oi Se SN Uh oss V ghalel’y dil 1 gaalal | yiad oa wid 
DAY eially al sash as IAG AI DNA Le ae 

(or cua) € SuSE Gat, 


“O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Mente 
(Muhammad 3s) and those of you (Muslims) who are in 
authority. (And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, 
refer it to Allah and His Messenger (peace be upon him), if 
you believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and 
more suitable for final determination. *” 4: 59 


SEULM, call) + JES Cpl ye Laie Ui ea Ke 
(aetbe Voy is a ta yal VS aca "lg Le 
ap JEM ol sy 


The Messenger of Allah 35 said as: 


310. Narrated by Ibn Omar may Allah be pleased with 
them: ‘The Prophet 3 said: “It is obligatory for one to listen 
to and obey (a Muslim ruler’s orders), unless these orders 
involve an act of disobedience (to Allah); but if an act of 
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disobedience (to Allah) is imposed, one should not listen to or 

obey it.” (Bukhari) 

oh ee 

PPAR enon BA oe te “ry 

Se pI GI oss cua i 


311. Narrated Ibn Mas'oud «ts: "The Prophet 3 said: 
"Soon others will be preferred to you, and there will be things 
which you will not like." The companions of the Prophet 4 
asked: "O Allah's Messenger! What do you order us to do (in 
this case)?” He said: "(I order you) to give the rights that are 
due on you and to ask your rights from Allah.” (Bukhari) 


5) i aN OSL gate SF A pa A le ry 
hoe oes MEU SA BI, Ss. es. 


312. Abu-Huraira # narrated that he heard Allah's 
Messenger 38 saying: “We are the last but will be the foremost 
(to enter Paradise).” The Prophet 3 added: “He who obeys 
me, obeys Allah, and he who disobeys me, disobeys Allah. 
He who obeys the Muslim chief, obeys me, and he who 
disobeys the Muslim chief, disobeys me. The imam (the ruler) 
is like a shelter for whose safety the Muslims should fight and 
where they should seek protection. If the imam (the ruler) 
orders people to be dutiful to Allah and fear Him and rules 
justly, then, he will be rewarded for that, and if he does the 
opposite, he will be responsible for that.” (Bukhari) 
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BLY gun Oe cell od ly — V4 
Chapter (79) 
About the Forbiddance of Asking for 


a Ruling Position 
Allah 3 said: 


od Ys GaN ae ok Y Gall obs en yak p 
(AT gaaitl) € 


“That home of the Hereafter (Paradise), We shall assign to 
those who rebel not against the truth with pride and 
oppression in the land nor do mischief by committing crimes. 
And the good end is for the pious. *” (28: 83) 


isl gus 1 He aN as, rae OF Cee he Ge “TY 


aged (G84 gl \ 
313, Narrated Abdul-1 Rahman ibn Samora: “The Prophet 

4 said: “O Abdul-Rahman ibn Samora! Do not seek to be a 
ruler, because if you are given authority on asking for it, then 
you will be held responsible for it, but if you are given it 
without asking for it, then you will be helped in it (by Allah). 
‘And whenever you take an oath to do something and later you 
find that something else is better than the first, then do the 
better one and expiate for your oath.” (Bukhari) 


spall oly 
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314. Narrated Abu-Hurairamay Allah be pleased with 
them ‘The Prophet # said: “You will be keen to have the 
authority of ruling which will be a thing of regret for you on 
the Day of Resurrection. What an excellent wet nurse it is, yet 
what a bad weaner it is!”” (Bukhari) 


lle ay MSGI (gle Glatull dea dl Ae 
Chapter( 80) 


About Urging the Muslim Ruler 
to have Righteous Helpers (Ministers) 

Allah 3& said: 
(ryasgt) (ad Y) Se aa pias 


“The friends on that Day will be foes one to another 
except the pious, *” (43: 67) 


G) 108 38 ig 


=re 


The Messenger of Allah 3 said as: 


315, Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri #» narrated that the Prophet 3 
said: “No caliph is appointed but has two groups of advisors; 
one group advises him to do good and urges him to adopt it, 
and the other group advises him to do bad and urges him to 
adopt it; and Al-Masoom (the sinless or the saved or the 
protected) is the one whom Allah protects.” (Bukhari) 
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Book Of Good Mannners 
Ay GIGI fle Shall y Atay plat dl (41) 
Chapter (81 ) 
About Superiority of Modesty 
oe Day cde ye BE ail UD Gf sehie ail ay ab tt ge “TN 
ei) 8 I Uh Ui cola (3 Sl dag “a an 
wg ea oly (OAM Ge 


316. Narrated Ibn Omar: may Allah be pleased with them 
‘Once Allah's Messenger 3 passed by an Ansari (man) who 
was admonishing his brother regarding modesty. At that, 
Allah's Messenger #8 said: “Leave him as shyness is a part of 
faith.” (Bukhari) 


¥ eas) 


gdetlalys (GE 


317. Narrated "Imran ibn Hosayn : ‘The Prophet #8 said: 
“Modesty does not bring anything except good.”” (Bukhari) 


3B pal ce Ale al 


vg Dba alyy (GLY! ge 


318. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘The Prophet 38 said: 
“Faith (Belief) consisis of more than sixty sub-divisions or 
branches (parts). And modesty (This term Haya'a covers a 
large number of concepts which are to be taken together; 
amongst them are self-respect, modesty, bashfulness and 
honor, etc.) is a part of faith.” (Bukhari) 
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Chapter( 82 ) 
About Revealing Confidences 

Allah 3 said: 
of sel iy Sa als Ea ga ol 
(reel) CVs sade OS Sal) 
“And come not near to the orphan's property except to 
improve it, until he attains the age of full strength. And fulfill 


(every) covenant. Verily, the covenant, will be questioned 
about. ” (17: 34) 


pais och gal Bo ala 39 | ie ail Se 
ple al © aye 

The Messenger of Allah 3 said as: 
319. Narrated by Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri Allah's 
Messenger 3% said: "The worst of people in position before 
Allah on the Day of Resurrection is the man who has 


intercourse with his wife, and she with him, and then he 
spreads her secrets." (Muslim) 


BSH lated be OSs cpl 
Sle bi olde aa ab Se iin 
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a Gnu cee ia VY) cota je Lag Gl al J 
OB USS ty os ot ILE ye tll A 
320. Narrated Abdullah ibn Omar: ‘Omar ibn Al-Khattab 
said: "When (my daughter) Hafsa ibnt Omar lost her husband 
Khonays ibn Hozafa Al-Sahmi, who was one of the 
companions of Allah's Messenger 3¢ who had fought in the 
battle of Badr and had died in Madina, I met Othman ibn 
Affan and offered her to him in marriage saying: If you wish, 
I will marry Hafsa bint Omar to you,’ At that, he said: 'I will 
think it over.’ I waited for a few days and then he said to me: 
‘Lam of the opinion that I shall not marry at present.’ Then I 
met Abu-Bakr and said: ‘If you wish, I will marry you to 
Hafsa bint Omar. Abu-Bakr kept sileat and did not give me 
any reply. became angrier with him than T was with Othman. 
Some days later, Allah's Messenger 38 asked for her hand in 
marriage and I married her to him. Later on Abu-Bakr met me 
and said: ‘Perhaps you were angry with me when you offered 
me Hafsa in marriage and I gave no reply to you?" I said: 
"Yes. Abu-Bakr said: ‘Nothing prevented me from accepting 
your offer except that I learnt that Allah's Messenger 3 had 
referred to the issue of Hafsa and I did not want to disclose 
the secret of Allah's Messenger #, but had he (the Prophet 
3) given her up I would surely have accepted her.”” 
(Bukhari) 
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as Ae gil ep iG, 
og) lis ad ga A We GA ol tab Nas 1S) Ed 
Si tye ills AB A shy head tld hh ye 


ih Dy li 


td Gal a whl A cate Ge 
JA) A Sle oe UE alld all a A 
By iy Ha US hall MS YK Uae 


veg Jad deal CN oka alia Baia Sf Guia fall 


-321. Narrated A'isha, may Allah be pleased with her, the 
Mother of the Believers: “We, the wives of the Prophet 3%, 
were all sitting with the Prophet 3% and none of us had left 
when Fatema came walking, and by Allah, her gait was very 
similar to that of Allah's Messenger 3. When he saw her, he 
bid welcome to her, saying: "Welcome, my daughter!" Then 
he made her sit on his right or his left, and confided 
something to her, whereupon she wept bitterly. When he 
noticed her sorrow, he confided something else to her for a 
second time, and she started laughing. Only I from among the 
Prophet's wives said to her: "(O Fatema) Allah's Messenger 38 
selected you from among us for the confidential talk and still 
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you weep?” When Allah's Messenger 38 got up (and went 
away), | asked her: "What did he confide to you?” She said: 
*L couldn't disclose a secret of Allah's Messenger #2” After 
his death, [ asked her: "I beseech you earnestly by what right 
T have on you, to tell me (that confidential talk) which the 
Prophet 3 had with you.” She said: "As you ask me now, yes, 
(I will tell you).” She told me, saying” "When he talked to me 
secretly the first time, he said that Gabriel used to review the 
Koran with him once every year. He added: "But this year he 
reviewed it with me twice and therefore [ think that the time 
of my death has approached. So, be afraid of Allah, and be 
patient, for I am the best predecessor for you (in the 
Hereafier).”” Fatema added: "So I wept as you (Aisha) saw. 
And when, the Prophet 3 saw me in that sorrowful state, he 
confided the second secret to me, saying: ’O Fatema! Will 
you not be pleased that you will be the chief of all the 
believing women (or chief of the women of this nation i.e. my 
followers.).””” (Bukhari) 


* * * 
26.3) Sally sgally elie gd ly = AT 
Chapter( 83) 
About the Fulfillment of One’s Promises 
Allah 3% said: 
tbaek LAG ool gi Galo aby act Un SD 
(rt ebay) (Vgc ots Sell 


“And come not near to the orphan's property except to 
improve it, until he atiains the age of full strength. And fulfill 
(every) covenant, Verily, the covenant, will be questioned 
about, *” (17: 34) And 
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4a he i, tases 5 ous als Sate i al gap yD 
(49 cay Cg Ue fay fat &y Sui St 

“And fulfill the Covenant of Allah when you have 
pledged, and break not the oaths after you have confirmed 


them - and indeed you have appointed Allah your surety. 
Verily! Allah knows what you do. *” (16: 91) And 


Sie My wy pty Hyg 3S Gl oglu La 
(vst) C&G pera ype ah 
“O you who believe! Fulfill (your) obligations. Lawful to 
you (for food) are all the beasts of cattle except what will be 
announced to you (herein), game (also) being unlawful when 
you assume Thram for Hajj or Omra (pilgrimage or lesser 
pilgrimage). Verily, Allah commands that which He wills. *” 
(5: 1) And 


(rv) € (yg h YO 


“O you who believe! Why do you say what you do not 
do? * Most hateful it is with Allah that you say what you do 
not do. *” (61: 2-3) 


The Messenger of Allah % said as: 


322. Narrated by Abu-Huraira t: "The Prophet 3 said: 
“The signs of a hypocrite are three, whenever he speaks, he 
tells a lie; whenever he promises, he always breaks it (his 
promise) and if you trust him, he proves to be dishonest. (If 
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you keep something as a trust with him, he will not retum 
it)” (Bukhari) 


me) 168 Lao sie i in he Gi a Se oe oy 


an shy) (oak ucla 


323. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘The Prophet 48 said: 
“Whoever has the following four (characteristics) will be a 
pure hypocrite and whoever has one of the following four 
characteristics will have one characteristic of hypocrisy, 
unless he gives it up. Whenever he is entrusted, he betrays 
(proves dishonest); whenever he speaks, he tells a lie; 
whenever he makes a covenant, he proves treacherous; and 
whenever he quarrels, he behaves in a very imprudent, evil, 
and insulting manner.”” (Bukhari) 


gd oly) 


324, Narrated Jaber ibn Abdullah: ‘Once the Prophet 4 
said (to me): “If the money from Bahrain comes, I will give 
you such and such an amount.” The Prophet 3 had breathed 
hhis last before the money from Bahrain came. When the 
money of Bahrain arrived, Abu-Bakr announced: "Whoever 
was promised [anything] by the Prophet 4 should come to 
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us.” I went to Abu-Bakr and said: ”The Prophet 3 promised 
to give me such and such an amount.” Abu-Bakr gave me a 
handful of coins and asked me to count them. When I counted 
them, they were five hundred in number. Abu-Bakr then 
said: "Take twice the amount you have taken (besides).” 
(Bukhari) 


* * * 


SD Gua 90GE! La le Alla 8 Oy 
Chapter( 84 ) 
About Continuing to do Good Deeds 
One has become Accustomed to Doing 


Sg aS uly A Gi fa La Ad} 
iy Aja So oe oe ah Sy pels Ge 1k a gh 
(yet) € dy ged oe ld 


“For him (each person), there are angels in succession, 
before and behind him. They guard him by the Command of 
Allah, Verily! Allah will not change the (good) condition of a 
people as long as they do not change their state (of goodness) 
themselves (by committing sins and by being ungrateful and 
disobedient to Allah). But when Allah wills a people's 
punishment, there can be no turning back of it, and they will 
find besides Him no protector. *” (13: 1 And 
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“And be not like the one who undoes the thread that she 
has spun after it has become strong, by taking your oaths as a 
means of deception among yourselves, lest a nation may be 
more numerous than another nation. Allah only tests you by 
this (ie. who obeys Allah and fulfills Allah's Covenant and 
who disobeys Allah and breaks Allah's Covenant). And on the 
Day of Resurrection, He will certainly make clear to you that 
wherein you used to differ (a believer confesses and believes 
in the Oneness of Allah and in the Prophethood of Prophet 
Muhammad 3 which the disbeliever denies and that is their 
difference amongst them in the life of this world). *” (16: 92) 
And 


Ye, Ga on US Wy a 60 a OS Of LT 
Sy pel slb SL SN) fehl JUL US ge LES SS 


(vast) C oda 


“Has not the time come for the hearts of those who believe 
(in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism) to be affected 
by Allah's Reminder (this Koran}, and what has been revealed 
of the truth, lest they become as those who received the 
Scripture (the Torah) and Al Injeel before (the Jews and the 
Christians), and the term was prolonged for them and so their 
hearts became hardened? And many of them were rebellious. 
¥*° (57: 16) And 


Mey a ayer) Gb il pin CY 
(ast) © Geld pe TES, 
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“Then, We sent after them Our Messengers, and We sent 
Jesus - son of Mary, and gave him Al Injeel. And We 
ordained in the hearts of those who followed him compassion 
and mercy. But the celibacy that they invented for 
themselves, We did not prescribe for them, but (they sought 
it) only to please Allah therewith, but that they did not 
observe it with the right observance. So We gave those 
among them who believed their (due) reward; but many of 
them are rebellious. *” (57: 27) 


The Messenger of Allah 3 as said: 
of UE DE le it aay Gath oh fe Gil Le be —1Y0 
#68 1 OD 5b Us Bd Ge UST cal Se LS) oe at UL 
ag JAM (si 
325. Narrated by Abdullah ibn Amr ibn Al-Ass, may 
Allah be pleased with them : ‘Allah's Messenger 4 said to 
me: “O Abdullah! Do not be like so and so who used to offer 


the night prayer and then stopped performing it.” (Bukhari) 
* + * 


Aas!) Millay (O18 ub clisiad bly 
Chapter(85 ) 
About Speaking Kind Words and 
Smiling at Others 
Allah 3 said: 


Lalit pail DIYS Be WLS 4 
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“Look not with your eyes ambitiously at what We have 
bestowed on certain classes of them (the disbelievers), nor 
gtieve over them. And lower your wings for the believers (be 
courteous to the fellow-believers). *” (I5: 88) And 


Ca ye Laat ih ak Ub as 5, al Gad al GAD 
Of al ob USB hose (BG) a Le Hl “pHa, pele Gelb 
(oer dae ut) Coss Land at 

“And due to the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them 
gently. And had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they 
would have broken away from around you, so pass over (their 
faults), and ask (Allah's) Forgiveness for them, and consult 
with them in affairs. Then when you have taken a decision, 


put your trust in Allah, certainly Allah loves those who put 
their trust (in Him). *” (3: 159) 


ans 


He ah Dghly Se GS 108 aN gaa le Gh 
Ua di def hs ah SG HE Sa Ut OS Sih 


326. Narrated Uday ibn Hatem 4: ‘While I was sitting 
with Allah's Messenger #¢ two people came to him, one of 
them complained about his poverty and the other complained 
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about the prevalence of robberies. Allah's Messenger # said: 
“As regards stealing and robberies, there will shortly come a 
time when a caravan will go to Mecca (from Madina) without 
any guard. And regarding poverty, The Hour (the Day of 
Judgment) will not be established until one of you wanders 
about with an object to give in charity and will not find 
anybody to accept it. And (no doubt) each one of you will 
stand in front of Allah 38 and there will be neither a screen 
nor an interpreter between him and Allah 3. Allah will ask 
him: "Did not [give you wealth?” He will reply in the 
affirmative. Allah $will further ask: "Did not I send a 
Messenger to you?’ And again that person will reply in the 
affirmative. Then he will look (o his right and he will see 
nothing but Hellfire and he will look to his Icft and will sce 
nothing but Hellfire. So let each one of you save himself from 
Hellfire, even by giving half of a dried-date (in charity). And 
if you do not find a half of a dried-date (to give in charity), 
then (you can do it through saying) a kind word to your 
Muslim brother.” (Bukhari) 


Se Gi sb EG (ga GN ° 


pile bau (LHS -ryvy 
Cie of ve ITS sate Ba) oh glia be 
Ya AD she BIE of 


sete * all ie ool be HRB yy Wy Gane (ue Lae 


327. Narrated Abu-Zarr: ‘The Messenger of Allah % said: 
“Let not one of you despise a good deed (for his brother). If 
he did not find, let him receive his brother with a smiling 
face. If you buy meat and cook it, make much broth and ladle 
for your neighbor some of it.” (At-Termizi) 
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Chapter( 86 ) 
About Clear Articulation of Speech 


Al gp ce il ¢ J “TTA 
ee Aly de 4B SD Laie 
wig TM oly 


The Messenger of Allah 38 said as: 


328. Narrated by Anas .: ‘Whenever the Prophet 38 spoke 
a sentence (said anything), he used to repeat it thrice, so that 
the people would understand it properly from him, and 
whenever he asked permission to enter (he used to knock the 
door) thrice with a greeting.’ (Bukhari) 


* * * 
Auugls Cytad Cuuall sliual od Gib — AY 
Chapter (87) 

About Listening Attentively to a 


Companion’s Speech 


“ oe 
ica Ube ui Uy Uy aE Son 49 Gg US a Cs 


Caps Ne es A UG i ga os BAO aL 
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[The Messenger of Allah 3 used to attract listeners’ 
attentions through many ways; such as starting his speech 
with questions, using the word ‘Behold’, asking them through 
other means such as sitting up after he had been reclining, 
repeating the directive too often, ete. 


Examples of this are the following sayings: 


«Ge ft fuses 
Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4 said: 
“Do you know what a bankrupt is?” They said: “A bankrupt 
to us is he that has neither Dirham nor luggage.“ The 
Messenger of Allah 4 said: “A bankrupt person among my 
nation is he that comes on the Day of Judgment with his 
prayer, his fasting, and his Zakat. But he comes after he had 
defamed that person, accused such and such a chaste male or 
female, devoured the property of so and so, shed the blood of 
so and so, and hit so and so. Thus, he will be retaliated 
against by taking from him the rewards of his good deeds. If 
they are exhausted before giving cach one his due right, some 
of their sins will be added to his, then he will be cast into the 
Fire.” (At-Termizi) 
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Narrated Abu-Bakara 4: ‘The Prophet said thrice: 
"Should I tell you about the most dangerous of the major 
sins?" They said: "Yes, O Allah's Messenger!” He said: "To 
join others in worship with Allah and not to be dutiful to one’s 
parents.” The Prophet 3& was reclining, then he sat crect and 
said: “Particularly, avoid perjury.” Abu-Bakara said: ‘The 
Messenger of Allah 3 kept on repeating this many times until 
we said (to ourselves): "Would it be that he has kept silent.” 


In the Farewell Sermon, the Messenger of Allah 3% Istansat 
Al-Nas (He asked them to keep silent) and said as: 


Ca fat YS gS Laat § Y) rl (Qa) nett) 
GARD ays (uses 

329, Narrated by Jareer ibn Abdullah 2: ‘The Prophet 
said to me during Hajjatol Wada'a (the last pilgrimage of the 
Prophet 38): “Let the people keep silent (and listen).” Then he 
addressed them; “Do not become non-believers after me by 


striking the necks (cutting the throats) of one another (killing 
each other).”” (Bukhari). 
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gd seat y Be oth ob al 


ab alia y Be gM 8 Gly — AA 
Chapter (88 ) 
About Keeping Religious Speeches Brief 
[A speaker should be keen to convey his words to the 
audience in the way that his speech would reach their hearts 
and have its effect. It is said that a heartfelt speech reaches the 


heart, while that of the tongue does not reach anywhere 
except the ear. 


For this reason, the Messenger of Allah 4g used to speak 
little. He used to speak so little that it was easy to count his 
words. He would repeat the speech thrice raising his voice or 
lowering it in the way that served his aim. 


Sah Se Sl ae Oy Gs ge pdt Uf rie dil Geet Late tp 
sg Ja yy slay 


Narrated Atisha: "The Prophet 48 used to talk so clearly 
that if somebody wanted to count the number of his words, he 
could do so.” (Bukhari) 

When advising the commanders of the armies and the 
governors, Abu-Bakr used to direct them: "If you preach to 
them, preach to them briefly, for talking too much makes 
people forget.” 

And now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi 
compiled on the same concern.] 


Allah 3% said: 
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“Invite mankind (0 Muhammad!) to the Way of your 
Lord (i.e. Islam) with wisdom (i.e. with the Divine Revelation 
and the Koran) and fair preaching, and argue with them in a 
way that is better. Truly, your Lord knows best who has gone 
astray from His Path, and He is the Best Aware of those who 
are guided. *” (16: 125) 


the'pay 


3B (pill US 108 Ale ai Gy age Gh ge —T Te 
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330, Narrated Ibn Mas‘oud 2: ‘The Prophet 4 used to 
take care of us when preaching by selecting a suitable time, 


so that we would not get bored. (He abstained from pestering 
us with religious talk and knowledge all the time).” (Bukhari), 


* Kal Beh hy 2 


331. Narrated Mu'aweya ibn Al-Hakam 2s: ‘Allah's 
Messenger # said: "Talking is not befitting during the prayer, 
for it (the prayer) consists only of glorifying Allah, declaring 
His Greatness, and the recitation of the Koran.”” (Muslim) 
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fi sl catia, say, 
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332. Narrated Al-Irbadh ibn Sariya: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 3 delivered an eloquent speech that caused our eyes to 
shed tears and our hearts to be greatly moved. A man said: 
"This is a speech of a man who will depart from this life soon. 
What would you recommend us Messenger of Allah!” He 
said: “I recommend you to the fear of Allah, and hearing and 
obeying even if an Ethiopian slave is your ruler. For he of you 
will live long, will see great disputes, And keep away from 
innovated practices, for they are misleading. Let he of you 
who would witness this, adhere to my Sunna and that of the 
rightly guided caliphs. Stick to it very firmly” (At-Termizi) 


fees ote 
Fist y Sa doy — A4 
Chapter( 89 ) 
About Self-Possession and Tranquility 
Allah 38 said: 
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“And the (faithful) servants of the Most Gracious (Allah) 
are those who walk on the earth in humility and sedateness, 
and when the foolish address them (with bad words) they 
reply back with mild words of stnes ai 63) 


ile Ge -TYY 
GS Ge Kale & i 


Usui ety la 
wpb ass * 
From the Hadith: 
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333. Narrated by Atisha, the wife of the Prophet 3: "I never 
saw Allah's Messenger # laughing loudly enough for me 10 
see his uvula, but he used to smile only.” (Bukhari) 


MEM g Aisually abel y Sdbaall Gi} og!) quail ig ls — 4 
Chapter( 90) 


About Attending the Prayer and the Circles of 
Knowledge with Tranquility and Self-Possession 


Allah 3 said: 


(rv eat) Coll 658 on 


“Thus, it is (what has been mentioned in the previous 
Verses (28-31) in this chapter is an obligation that mankind 
owes to Allah) and whosoever honors the Symbols of Allah, 
then it is truly from the piety of the hearts. *” (22: 32) 
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334, Narrated Abu Qatada 4: ‘While we were praying 
with the Prophet 3g he heard the noise of some people. After 
performing the prayer he said: “What was the problem?” 
They replied; ‘We were hurrying for the prayer.” He said: 
“Do not make haste for the prayer, and whenever you come 
for the prayer, you should come with calmness, and pray 
whatever you get (with the people) and complete the rest that 
you have missed.” (Bukhari) 
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335, Narrated Jaber: "The Prophet 4 spurred his riding 
animal in Mohassir valley.” The narration of Bishr adds the 
following words: "Then he proceeded irom Jam‘a in tranquility 
and ordered them to be in tranquility’ The narration of Abu- 
No'aym adds the following words: "And he (the Prophet 3) 
ordered them to throw the pebbles equal to the beans’ seed and 
said: "I might not meet you after this year of mine.” 
. * * 
ciyall als) bb 94 
Chapter( 91 ) 
About Entertaining a Guest 
Allah 38 said: 
Ua Sb ile 13 Y (v5) Gael pa ie Gye ath Ue 
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“Has the story of the honored guests of Abraham (the 
three angels, Gabriel and another two) reached you? * When 
they came in to him and said: "Salam. (Peace be upon you)!" 
He answered: "Salam, (peace be upon you )," and he said: 
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"You are a people unknown to me.” * Then he turned to his 
household and brought out a roasted calf (as the property of 
Abraham was mainly cows.) * And placed it before them, 
(saying): "Will you not eat? *" (51: 24-27) And 
FAG 8 clin shes 1S UE 9. 
bs Ske ttl Gan ho 85 dl 1B BS) at Dk lb 
(Yaa) (aa) 
“And his people came rushing towards him (the 
Messenger of Allah Lot %#!), and since aforetime they used to 
commit crimes (sodomy), he said: "O my people! Here are 
my daughters (i.e. the women of the nation), they are purer 
for you (if you marry them lawfully). So fear Allah and 
disgrace me not with regard to my guests! Is there not among 


oe 8 LAD 


336. Narrated Abu-Shorayh Al-Adawi: “My eyes have 
seen and my ears have heard when the Messenger of Allah 3 
has said: “He that believes in Allah and the Last Day let him 
offer his guest his due right.” It was asked: "What is his due 
tight?” He said: “One day and one night. Entertainment of the 
guest is for three days and three nights. What exceeds this is 
charitable. And He that believes in Allah and the Last Day let 
him say good or keep silent.” 
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337. Narrated Abu-Shorayh Al-Adawi: ‘The Messenger 

of Allah 4g said: “Entertainment of a guest is for three days. 

His due right is one day and one night. What is spent after 

that is charitable. And a guest should not stay for long lest he 
should embarrass the host.”” 


ng aM ly 


338. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘Allah's Messenger 38 said: 
"Whosoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should not 
harm his neighbor, and whosoever believes in Allah and the 
Last Day should entertain his guest generously, and 
whosoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should say 
what is good or keep silent. (to abstain from all kinds of evil 
and dirty talk, e.g. abusing, lying, backbiting etc.).”” 
(Bukhari) 
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Chapter( 92) 
About the Desirability of Giving Good Tidings 


and Congratulations on Occasions 
Allah % said: 


a SA Gal a 3 LAGE, ts 


ety 1 as 
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“Those who avoid Al-Taghoot (false deities) by not 

worshipping them and turn to Allah (in repentance), for them 

are glad tidings. So, announce the good news to My servants 
(who worship Allah sincerely). *” (39: 17) And 

eae fa Na ly a jy a a pa D 

(4) ust) 

“Their Lord gives them glad tidings of a Mercy from Him, 


and His being pleased (with them), and of Gardens (Paradise) 
for them wherein are everlasting delights, *” (9: 21) And 


(05) clita) pal Sy 

“So, We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy. *” 
(37: 101) And 

oe of ad CS Se. US CSE aly patty UL, Gate St ) 
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“And verily, there came Our Messengers to Abraham with 

glad tidings. They said: “Salam (greetings or peace!)” He 


answered: “Salam (greetings or peace!)” and he hastened to 
entertain them with a roasted calf. *” (11: 69) And 
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“And his wife was standing (there), and she laughed 
(cither, because the messengers did not cat their food or for 
being glad for the destruction of the people of Lot.) But We 
gave her glad tidings of Ishaq (Isac), and after Ishaq, of 
Ya'aqoub (Jacob). *” (11: 71) And 


Bias ae ay a YAS Gs jal wl 
(80 toe i) € ualall fe Uhaly My she’s Sly al fa 
“Then, the angels called him, while he was standing for 
the prayer in the Mihrab (a praying place or a private room) 
(saying): "Allah gives you glad tidings of Yahya (John), 
confirming (believing in) the Word from Allah (the creation 
of Jesus #4), the Word from Allah ("Be!" - and he was!) he 


(John) will be noble, chaste, a prophet, and one of the 
righteous. *" (3: 39) And 
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(Remember) when the angels said: "O Mary! Verily, 
Allah gives you the glad tidings of a Word from Him ("Be!" - 
and he was!) His name will be the Messiah, Jesus, the son of 
Mary, he will be held in honor in this world and in the 


Hereafter, and will be one of those who are near to Allah. *" 
(3: 45) 
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The Messenger of Allah 38 said as: 


339. Narrated by Abu-Musa ALAsha'ari te: ‘I 
performed ablution in my house and then went out and said 
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(to myself);: "Today, I shall stick to (or remain constantly 
with) Allah's Messenger 48 and stay with him all this day of 
mine (in his service).” I went to the mosque and asked about 
the Prophet #8. The people said: "He went in this direction.” 
So, I followed his path, asking about him until he entered a 
place called Bi'r (Well of) Arees. I sat at its gate, which was 
made of date-palm leaves, until the Prophet 3§ finished 
answering the call of nature and had performed ablution. 
Then I went up to him and saw him sitting at the well of 
Arees at the middle of its rim with his legs uncovered, 
hanging in the well. I greeted him and went back and sat at 
the gate. I said: "Today I will be the gatekeeper of the Prophet 
% .” Abu-Bakr came and pushed the gate. I asked: "Who is 
it?” He said: "Abu-Bakr.” I asked him to wait. I went in and 
said: "O Allah's Messenger! Abu-Bakr asks for permission to 
enter.” He said: “Admit him and give him the glad tidings 
that he will be in Paradise.” So I went out and said to Abu- 
Bakr: "Come in, and Allah's Messenger 4 gives you the glad 
tidings that you will be in Paradise.” Abu -Bakr entered and sat 
on the right side of Allah's Messenger 4% on the built-up edge of 
the well and hung his legs in the well, as the Prophet 3 did and 
uncovered his legs. I then returned and sat (at the gate). 


T had left my brother performing ablution and he had 
intended to follow me. So 1 said (to myself): "If Allah wills 
good for so and so (my brother) He will bring him here.” 
Suddenly, somebody moved the door. I asked: "Who is it?” 
He said: "Omar ibn Al-Khattab.” I asked him to wait. I went 
to Allah's Messenger #, greeted him, and said: Omar ibn Al- 
Khattab asks the permission to enter.” He said: “Admit him, 
and give him the glad tidings that he will be in Paradise.” I 
went to Omar and said: "Come in, and Allah's Messenger 
gives you the glad tidings that you will be in Paradise.” So he 
entered and sat beside Allah’s Messenger 3% on the built-up 


550 


Riyadhos-Saliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous) 
(Abridged) 


edge of the well on the left side and hung his legs in the well. 
Treturned and sat (at the gate) and said (to myself); ‘If Allah 
wills good for so and so, He will bring him here. 


Somebody came and moved the door. I asked: "Who is 
it?” He replied: “Othman ibn Affan.” I asked him to wait and 
went to the Prophet 3¢ and informed him. He said: “Admit 
him, and give him the glad tidings of entering Paradise after a 
calamity that will befall him.” So I went up to him and said to 
him: "Come in, Allah's Messenger % gives you the glad 
tidings of entering Paradise aft-r a calamity that will befall 
you.” Othman then came in and found that the built-up edge 
of the well was occupied, so he sat opposite to the Prophet 3 
on the other side,’ (Bukhari) 


* * 


ABD ae Gyagy cabal lay gd oy — 4 
Chapter( 93 ) 
About Te Farewell to One’s Companions 
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Allah 38 said: 

“And this (submission to Allah, Islam) was enjoined by 
Abraham upon his sons and by Jacob (to his sons). They said: 
"O my sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) religion, then 
die not except in the faith of Islam (as Muslims - Islamic 
Monothcism).” * Or were you witnesses when death approached 
Jacob when he said to his sons: "What will you worship after 
me?" They said: "We shall worship your God - Allah, the 
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(only) God of your fathers, Abraham, Ismael, Isac. He is the 
One God, and to Him we submit (in Islam).”? *" 2: 132- 133) 


ve oli SE Ul OS US oe 
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wise fil * Gall Sl Y Gis fal GNI Usa, 

The Messenger of Allah 3% said as: 

340. Narrated by Malek ibn Al-Howayrith: ‘One of my 
cousins and I came to the Messenger of Allah % and he said 
to us: “If you traveled, deliver azan and Iqama, and let the 
older of you lead you both in the prayer.” (At-Termizi) 
Abu-Issa said: "This Hadith is Hasan Sahechand the majority 
of the people of knowledge chose delivering azan while 
traveling, Some others said: ‘Iqama only is sufficient because 
azan is for him that intends to publicly invite the people to 
attend the prayer.” The first opinion is sound. Ahmed and 


Ishaq recommended it.” 
4 * 
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Chapter( 94) 
About Consultation 
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Allah 38 said: 


“And due to the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them 
gently. And had you been severe and hard-hearted, they would 
have broken away from about you, so pass over (their faults), 
and ask (Allah's) Forgiveness for them, and consult with them 
on affairs. Then when you have taken a decision, put your trust 
in Allah, certainly, Allah loves those who put their trust (in 
Him). *” (3: 159) And 


(Asst) CE 

“And those who answer the Call of their Lord (i.e. to 
believe that He is the only One Lord (Allah), and to worship 
none but Him Alone), and perform the prayer, and who 


(conduct) their affairs by mutual consultation, ind who spend 
of what We have bestowed on them... *” (42: 38) 
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The Messenger of Allah 3 said as: 

341. Narrated by Jaber ibn Abdullah: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 3% used to teach us Salat Al-Istikhara (the Prayer for 
Guidance) in all affairs, as he used to teach us the Soras of the 
Koran. He said: “If any of you intended to do any affair, let him 
perform two Raka'as other than the obligatory prayer, then he 
says: ‘O Allah! I seek your counsel by Your knowledge, and by 
your power I seek strength, and ask You of Your abundant 
bounty. For You are Able and I am not. Ard You are All- 
Knowing and I am not. And You are the One Knowing the 
unseen. O Allah! If You know that this affair is good for me in 
my religion, my livelihood, and the final end of mine, or he said 
in the present and the deferred affairs of mine, so facilitate it for 
me. And if You know that this affair is evil for me in my 
religion, my livelihood, and the final end of mine, or he said in 
the present and the deferred affairs of mine, detract it from me 
and detract me from it and decree good for me wherever it 
might be and let me be content therewith.’ (At-Termizi) 
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Chapter( 95) 


About Going to Eid Prayers by One Route and 
Returning by Another 
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342. Narrated Jaber (ibn Abdullah as: ‘On the day of Fed, 
the Prophet 4 used to return (after offering Eid prayer) by a 
route different from that by which he went.’ (Bukhari) 


* * * 


PRISE ly Ge gh Le IS ood Cas) ppt A ay 
Chapter( 96 ) 
About Starting with the Right Side for 
Honorable Acts 

[The Messenger of Allah 3¢ used to start honorable acts 
such as the ablution, dressing, combing his hair, entering the 
mosque, eating and drinking, etc. with the right side (hand or 
foot). Other acts such as cleansing the two orifices, blowing 
the nose, entering the bathroom, etc., the Messenger of Allah 
& used to start such acts with the left side (hand or foot). 

This shows us how Islam guides its followers to follow 
hygienic rules that guarantee good health and a clean 
environment. 

This shows also that what the Messenger of Allah 3% has 
received is revelation, for we know that such etiquette was 
not known among the Arabs before Islam, in addition to the 
fact that the Messenger of Allah 3 was illiterate. 


And now, let us read what Imam Al-Nawawi compiled 
in the same concern.] 
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Allah && said: 


“Then as for him who will be given his Record in his 
right hand will say: "Here! Read my Record! *Surely, I did 
believe that I shall meet my Account!” * So he shall be in a 
life, well-pleasing * In a lofty Paradise * The fruits in 
bunches whereof will be low and near at hand * Eat and drink 
at ease for that which you have sent on before you in days 
past! ** (69: 19-24) And 


Get Gaal Gacel (ay dit) Giana te a 
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“So those on the Right Hand (i.e. those who will be given 
their Records in their right hands) - how (fortunate) will be 
those on the Right Hand? * And those on the Left Hand 
(those who will be given their Records in their left hands), 
Who will be those on the Left Hand? *” (56: 8 9) 
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There are many hadiths to this effect. 


343. Narrated Atisha: ‘The Prophet liked to start with 
the right side on wearing shoes, combing his hair, cleaning or 
washing himself, and on doing anything else.’ (Bukhari) 
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344, Narrated Umm Atiyya: ‘Allah's Messenger 3% came 
to us when his daughter died and said: “Wash her three, five, 
or more times with water and Nabk leaves, if you think it is 
required, and sprinkle camphor or something of it on her at 
the end. When you finish, notify me.” So when we finished, 
we informed him and he gave us his waist-sheet and told us to 
shroud her in it,” (Bukhari) 
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345. Narrated Abu-Huraira g: ‘Allah's Messenger 38 said: 
“If you want to put your shoes on, put the right shoe on first; 
and if you want to take them off, take the left one off first. Let 
the right shoe be the first to be put on and the last to be taken 
off” (Bukhari) 
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346, Narrated A'isha: ‘Whenever the Prophet 3 took the 
bath of Janaba (after sexual relations or a wet dream) he 
asked for the Hilab or some (other scent). He used to take it in 
his hand, rub it first over the right side of his head and then 
over the left and then rub the middle of his head (with both 
hands).’ (Bukhari) 
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347. Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘After the Prophet 3 had 
thrown Jamra (the stones thrown during Haij), he slaughtered 
his Hady (the ritual slaughter during Hajj), then he came to 
the barber and let him shave the right side of the head. He 
shaved it and gave the hair to Abu-Talha. Then he gave the 
left side of the head to the barber who shaved it. Then he gave 


the hair to Abu-Talha ordering him to distribute it among the 
people.” 
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Chapter (97) 
About Reciting Al-tasmiya at the Beginning 
of a Meal and Al-hamd at its End 
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The Messetize? of Allah 2 said as: 

348. Narrated by Omar bin Abu-Salama <s: ‘Allah's 
Messenger 3 said to me: "Boy! Mention Allah's Name, cat 
with your right hand, and eat from what is next to you."” 
(Agreed upon) 
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349. Narrated A‘isha: ‘The Messenger of Allah 4g said: “If 
one of you eats, let him recite Al-tasmiyah. If he forgot to 
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recite it at the beginning, let him recite: "Bismillah’ at its 
beaioning and at its end.”” (At-Termizi) 
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350. Jaber ibn Abdullah narrated that he heard the Prophet 
# saying: “When a man enters his house and mentions Allah 
on entering and on having his meals, Satan says (to his 
followers): "You will have neither food nor night-shelter.” If 
he enters without mentioning AllahgS, Satan says (to his 
followers): "You have acquired your night-shelter.” If he does 
not mention Allah 3% at the time of his meal, Satan says (to 
his followers): "You have your night-shelter and food.” 
(Abu-Dawood) 
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351, Narrated Abu-Omama sé: ‘Whenever the dining 
cloth of the Prophet % was taken away (i.e. whenever he 
finished his meal), he used to pray unto Allah 38: “Alhamdo 
lillah Hamdan Katheeran Tayyiban Mobarakan fih, Ghayra 
Makfiyyin Wala Mowaddi'in Wala Mostaghnan Anho 
Rabbana (Blessed and good praise be to Allah 38. It is the 
praise that does not meet the countless and indispensable 
favors).” 


y 
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352. Narrated Abu-Omama 2 : ‘Whenever the dining cloth 
of the Prophet 3 was taken away (i.e. whenever he finished his 
meal), he used to say: “Alhamdo fillah Hamdan Katheeran 
Tayyiban Moba rakan Fih Ghayra Makfin Wala Mowaddi‘in 
Wala Mostaghnan Anho Rabbana (Praise be to Allah 38, a 

blessed and indispensable praise to our Lord).” (Bukhari) , 

date Ghistuly lab cues Y Gly 4A 
Chapter (98 ) 
About not Criticizing Food, but Praising 
it is Recommendable 
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353 Abu-Huraira ::‘The Prophet # never criticized any 
fNarrated ood (presented to him), but he would eat it if he liked it, 


otherwise, he would leave it (without expressing his dislike).” 
(Bukhari) 


plabl) ya of ailal Aly Led Gy 44 
Chapter ( 99) 


About what a Fasting Person should do if 
He attends a Banquet 
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354. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Prophet 38 said: “If 

anyone of you was invited to a meal, let him accept the 

invitation. If he was fasting, let him pray unto Allah (for the 
one who invited him).”” (At-Termizi) 
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355. Narrated Abu-Huraira: “The Prophet 3 said: “If 
anyone of you was invited while he was observing fasting, let 
him say: ‘Tam fasting.” (At-Temizi) 

* * * 
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Chapter( 100 ) 
About One who was invited to a Meal and 


another Person went with him 
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356, Narrated Abu-Mas'oud: ‘A man named Abu-Sho'ayb 
came to a young butcher and said to him: "Prepare a dish 
sufficient for five people, for I have seen the signs of hunger 
on the face of the Messenger of Allah3s.”” The narrator said: 
‘He prepared the food and the man invited the Messenger of 
Allah 3g and those who were with him. When the Prophet 3 
left, a man who was not present when the invitation was made 
followed them. When the Messenger of Allah 3% reached the 
door, he said to the houscholder: “A man who was not present 
when you had invited us has followed us, will you permit him 


[to join us]?” He said: "I have permitted him.”” (At-Termizi) 
* * * 
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Chapter( 101) 
About giving Directions to the One who 

eats Improperly 
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357, Narrated Omar ibn Abu-Salamage: ‘Allah's 
Messenger % said to me: "Boy! Mention Allah's Name, eat 


with your right hand, and eat from what is next to you.” 
(Agreed upon) 
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Chapter(102 ) 


About the Forbiddance of Eating Two 
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358. Narrated Ibn Omar : ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 

forbade that one should eat two dates at a time (if others share 

him food), except after asking their permission.” 
(At-Termizi) 


‘Imam Al-Nawawi said that the forbiddance is agreed upon and 
one should ask the permission of the one who is offering them, 
The scholars differed about the cause behind the forbiddance. 
Was it due to unlawfulness, undesirability, or because it 
contradicts civilized behavior? Al-Qadhi lyadh adopted the literal 
interpretation and said that it is forbidden because it is unlawful 
Others said that it is due to undesirability. 

The correct opinion is as follows: If others are participating in the 
meal is by, combining two dates at one time becomes unlawful, 
unless the other participants permit one to do so. This can be 
shown by explicit or implicit permission. If one has doubts 
regarding their agreement, it becomes unlawful. In the case where 
another man owned food, or its owner gave his permission, it 
becomes unlawful, unless one has that person's permission. In 
this case it is recommended (not obligatory) to ask the permission 
of the other participants. If one is the owner of food, there is no 
blame in combining two dates. It is not recommended to combine 
two dates in the case where there is little food. If there is much 
food, there is no harm [in taking two It should be noted that it is, 
better not to combine two dates out of adherence to civilized 
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Chapter (103 ) 
About what a Gluttonous Person should do 
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359. Narrated Wahshiy ibn Harb; ‘The companions of the 
Prophet 3 said to him: "We eat but we do not become full.” 
The Prophet #% said: “Do you eat separately?” They said: 
“Yes.” He said: “Assemble for food and mention Allah’s 


Name over it that Allah 38 would bless it for you.”’ (Abu- 


Dawood) 
* * * 


fase og 4 JIL pl dg ot 
Chapter: ( 104 ) 

About the Order of Eating What is next to One 
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re 


behavior and it should also be noted that it is better not to combine 
two dates at one time, because this depicts gluttony, beside it 
being improer behavior. 

Al-Khattab said: “This is confined to their time where there was 
little food, as for now, food is plentiful. But we still say that this is 
not correct, because the rulings are based on the essence of the 
texts, not on the circumstances. Tohfah. 
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360. Narrated Omar ibn Abu-Salama %: ‘Allah's 
Messenger # said to me: "Boy! Mention Allah's Name, eat 
with your right hand, and cat from what is next to you."” 
(Agreed upon) 
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361. Narrated Ibn Abbas: ‘The Prophet 3& said: 
“Blessedness exists in the middle of the dish. Thus, eat from 
its sides and do not eat from its center.” (At-Termizi) 


Liste JS Apis fd Glo 
Chapter( 105) 
About the Dislike of Eating while Reclining 


. Sas ¢ : 
362. Narrated Abu-Johayfa: ‘The Messenger of Allah % 
said: “As to me, I do not eat while reclining.” (At-Termizi) 
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Chapter( 106) 
About the Desirability of Eating 
with Three Fingers 
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363. Narrated Anas: ‘If the Prophet 38 ate any meal, he 
used to lick his three fingers, He said: “And if a mouthful of 
bread fell [on the floor] from one of you, let him remove what 
has clung to it and eat it. And leave it not to Satan.”’ Anas 
added: ‘He ordered us not to leave any remnants of food 
saying: “You do not know where the blessedness exists in 
your food.”” (At-Termizi) 


you eat, do not wipe your hand until you have licked it, or 
have it licked.” (Bukhari) 


ei ae Gill Ue US Ue He at eet a 
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365. Narrated Jaber ibn Abdullah: “During the lifetime of 
the Prophet 3% we did not have any handkerchiefs (to wipe 


Nts 
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our hands) except the palms of our hands, our forearms, and 
our feet.’ (Bukhari) 


plabll (ple cal YAS Gd ob 
Chapter (107) 
About Gathering many People for Food 
1d 
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366, Narrated Abu-Huraira a: ‘Allah's Messenger 
said: “The food for two people is sufficient for three, and the 
food of three people is sufficient for four people.” (Bukhari) 


* * * 


dl od eb ol oA 
Chapter (108 ) 
About the Manner of Drinking 
egal oly, EDS UY gi (atts US 2 gi J tae odd ie rv 
367. Narrated (Thomama ibn Abdullah): ‘Anas 4 used to 
(breathe) twice or thrice (while drinking while the mouth of 


the jar was not touching his lips). Anas said that the Prophet 
34 used to take three breaths while drinking.’ (Bukhari) 
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368. Narrated  Abu-Huraira: ‘Allah's Messenger 38 
forbade drinking (directly) from the mouth of a water skin or 
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other leather containers’, and forbade preventing one's 
neighbor from fixing a peg in (the wall of) one’s house.’ 
(Bukhari) 


Rata ene 
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369. Narrated ibn Abbas: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 
“Do not drink as the camel does. But drink with two or three 
breaks. Recite Basmala when you start drinking and thank 
Allah s when you have drunk.” (At-Termizi) 
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370. Narrated Anas: ‘Some milk mixed with water was 


brought to the Prophet 3 and a nomad was sitting on his right 
and Abu-Bakr was on his left. The Prophet 3 drank then he 
gave it to the nomad saying: “The one on the right side is 
worthier of drinking first.”” (At-Termizi) 


2 The Messenger of Allah forbade this because it is improper 
conduct that a Muslim would shun, It should be obvious that it is 
permissible. 
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371, Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri : ‘Allah's 
Messenger % forbade bending the mouths of the water skins 
for the sake of drinking from them.’ (Bukhari) 


col peal ood ed dats ob ol) 4 
Chapter( 109) 
About the Dislike of Blowing on a Drink 
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372, Narrated Abu-Sa'eed Al-Khudri: ‘The Prophet # 
forbade that one blows on a drink. A man said: "What is 
about a speck that one sees in the cup?” He said: “Pour some 
water out to remove it.” He said. "My thirst is not quenched 
from one cup?” He said: “Let there be intervals in your 
drinking.” (At-Termizi) 


© Gente et Gu 1 ue of 
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372. Narrated ibn Abbas: ‘The Prophet 3 forbade that one 
breathes while drinking or blowing in the container.’ 
(At-Termizi) 


ys Sa ee sat 


374. Narrated ibn Omar : ‘We would eat while walking 
and drink while standing during the lifetime of the Prophets.” 
(AtTermizi) 


eT Pee hae Sue al Ge 
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375. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘I saw the Messenger of 


Allah % drinking while sitting and while standing.” 
* * * 


ae aaa pill lls of doy 11 
Chapter (110) 


About the One serving the Drink is 
the last One to Drink 


4 Doub ye 55 Ga Es rv 
dia ps 6B Si U8 (il ob 8 8 LD 


* ate ee ye [a ee SUB ES I ol Ge 
S71 


Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People) 
(Abridged) 


376. Narrated Abu-Qatada: ‘The Prophet 2 said: “The one 
who serves drinks to people should be the last to drink.”” 


Az g ball 5 gu LEY Quem Ge Quad hoe Gh 11 
Chapter (111) 
About the Permissibility of Drinking from 


ept Gold and Silver 


any Sort of Material, exe 
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377. Narrated Anas «és : “It was the time for the prayer and 
those whose houses were nearby got up and went to their 
people (to perform the ablution), and there remained some 
people (sitting). Then a painted earthen pot (Al -mikhdab) 
containing water was brought to Allah's Messenger 3. The 
pot was small, not broad enough for one to spread one's hand 
in it, yet all the people performed the ablution. (The sub- 
narrator said: ‘We asked Anas: "How many people were 
you?” Anas :# replied: "There were eighty or more of us.” (It 
was one of the miracles of Allah's Messenger 38).’ (Bukhari) 
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378. Narrated Thabit: Anas # said: "The Prophet % asked 
for some water and a shallow tumbler with a broad base 
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containing a small quantity of water was brought to him, 
whereby he put his fingers in it. Anas further said: "I noticed 
the water springing out from among his fingers.” Anas added: 
“| estimated that the people who performed ablution from it 
numbered between seventy to eighty people.” (Bukhari) 


BE a yun) JE 28 Lagi: GS A pac GLA ob 
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379, Narrated Hozayfa ibn Al-Yaman (may Allah be 
pleased with them); ‘Allah's Messenger 3 said: "Do not drink 
from silver or gold vessels, and do not eat from plates of these 
two metals, for such things are for them (the disbelievers) in 
this worldly life and for you in the Hereafter."” (Agreed upon) 
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380. Narrated Umm Salama, the wife of the Prophet %: 

‘Allah's Messenger 3 said: “He who drinks from silver 

vessels is only filling his abdomen with Hellfire.” (Bukhari) 
* * 


* 
ala is (1) 
Book of Clothing 
5 9891 aN Seay GAH ll hated ab Ob TY 
Chapter (112) 


About the Desirability of White Garments, 
the Permissibility of other Colors, and the 
Forbiddance of Silk Clothes 


573 


Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People) 
(Abridged) 


[Clothes are one of Allah’s favors to mankind, as man is 
shy by nature, and this is confirmed by the Noble Koran. Did 
not you see that when Adam’s and Eve’s awras [the part of 
the body that should be covered in front of others] were 
revealed, they hastened to cover themselves with leaves from 
the trees? 


Noble Koran narrates to us their story in more than one 
place, and we mention here what is mentioned in the chapter 
entitled Al A’araf (the Heights), chapter number 7. Allah 3 
says: 


thee mien apis 
of Sy Se yak Riots | Jal UH rrp ald ne 
(rere aiety € (9) com co Elia Sad Gat 


"And O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Paradise, and 
eat thereof as you both wish, but approach not this tree 
otherwise you both will be of the wrong-doers. * Then, Satan 
whispered suggestions to them both in order to uncover what 
was hidden from them of their private parts (before). He said: 
“Your Lord did not forbid you this tree save you should 
become angels or become of the immortals.” * And he 
(Satan) swore by Allah to them both (saying): ”Verily, I am 
one of the sincere well-wishers for you both.” * So he misled 
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them with deception. Then when they tasted of the tree, that 
which was hidden from them of their shame (private parts) 
became manifest to them and they began to cover themselves 
with the leaves of Paradise (in order to cover their Awra). 
And their Lord called out to them (saying): "Did I not forbid 
you that tree and tell you that verily, Satan is an open enemy 
unto you?” * They said: "Our Lord! We have wronged 
ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow not upon us of 
Your Mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers.” * (Allah) 
said: "Get down, one of you will be an enemy to the other 
(ie. Adam, Eve, and Satan). On earth there will be a 
dwelling-place for you and an enjoyment for an appointed 
term of time.” *" (7: 19-24) 

Directly after these verses, the Noble Koran reminds 
mankind of the blessing of clothes by its statement: 


oa oily Ca oe gH Se Ubl a o 6 > 
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“O Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon 
you to cover yourselves (screen your private parts) and as an 
adornment, and the raiment of righteousness, that is better. 
Such are among the signs of Allah that they may remember 
(leave falsehood and follow truth). *” (7: 26) 


Men are permitted to wear any clothes, except feminine 
styles and silk, provided they do not cover their heels. Men 
should abandon the clothing of boastfulness and pride. 


Women are permitted to wear all types of material, silk 
is permitted, provided it is not tight, transparent, and does 
not show the shape of their bodies. They should cover their 
bodies entirely. 
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This is sufficient and now let us read what Imam An- 
Nawawi compiled.| 
gil ota U as pte gh Wal Sle Ube 8 So & > 
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Allah 3 said: 


“O Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon 
you to cover yourselves (screen your private parts) and as an 
adornment, and the raiment of righteousness, that is better. 
Such are among the signs of Allah that they may remember 
(leave falsehood and follow truth). *” (7: 26) And 


Es Ped Gah ag ene 
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“And Allah has made for you out of what He has created 
shades, and has made for you places of refuge in the 
mountains, and has made for you garments to protect you 
from the heat (and cold), and coats of mail to protect you 
from your (mutual) violence. Thus, He does perfect His Favor 
unto you, that you may submit yourselves to His Will (in 
Islam). *” (16: 81) 
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The Messenger of Allah 38 said as: 


381, Narrated by ibn Abbas: ‘The Messenger of Allah % 
said: “Wear white clothes for they are the best of clothing and 
enshroud your dead therewith.” (At-Termizi) 


Abu-Issa_ said: "The Hadith of ibn Abbas is Hasan 
Saheeh. And the people of knowledge recommend this. ibn 
Al-Mobarak said: ‘It is preferable to me that one is 
enshrouded in the clothes he used to wear while performing 
the prayers.’ Ahmed and Ishaq said: ‘It is preferable to us if 
one is enshrouded in a white shroud of good quality.’ 
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382. Narrated Samora ibn Jondob: ‘The Messenger of 


Allah & said: “Wear white clothes because they are better and 
purer, and enshroud your dead persons therein.” (At-Termizi) 
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383. Narrated Awn ibn Abu-Johayfa: ‘I saw Bilal 
delivering azan (for the prayer) and I would follow (looking 
at) his mouth (as he turned it) this (right side) and that (left 
side)’ with his fingers in his ears while the Messenger of 
Allah 4 was in a red tent.’ The narrator doubted whether the 
other narrator had said: ‘made of hide.’ Then Bilal preceded 
him (the Messenger of Allah %) with a headed-spear and 
planted it in Al-batha’a and so, the Messenger of Allah # 
performed the prayer at its direction‘ letting the donkey and 
the dog pass (between the headed-spear and qibla). The 
Prophet 3% was wearing a red garment. It seems to me as if I 
am looking at the brightness of his legs [now].’ 
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384, Narrated Jaber ibn Samora: ‘I saw the Messenger of 
Allah 3% in a moonlit night while he was wearing a red 
garment. I kept on looking at him and at the moon. To me, he 
was more beautiful than the moon.” 


* At reciting Al Hayalatayn Hayy Alas-Salah (come fast to the 
prayer). Hayy Alalfalah (come fast to success). 
* Making it as a Sotra (a screen) between him and Al Qibla. 
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385, Narrated Al-Bara'a ibn Azib: ‘I saw the Messenger of 
Allah 3 wearing a red garment.’ (At-Termizi) 


386, Narrated A'isha: ‘Once, the Messenger of Allah 4 
went out in the morning wearing a black gown made of 
wool.” (At-Termizi) 


wg y 


387, Narrated A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her): 
“Allah's Messenger 3 was shrouded in three Yemenite white 
Sahullyyah (pieces of cloth) of cotton, and with them there 
was neither a shirt nor a turban.” Bukhee) 
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388, Narrated Al-Mogheera ibn Sho'aba =: ‘Once I was 
in the company of the Prophet 3¢ on a journey and I dashed to 
take off his Khuff (footwear). He ordered me to leave them as 
he had put them on after performing ablution. So he passed 
wet hands over them.’ (Bukhari) 
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Chapter (113 ) 
About the Desirability of Wearing Shirts 
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389. Narrated Samora ibn Jondob: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 3% said: “Wear white clothes because they are better and 
purer and enshroud your dead persons therein.” (At-Termizi) 
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390. Narrated Hozayfa: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 held 
my calf,’ or he said: He held his calf, and said: “This is the 
place where the loincloth should reach. If you refused, let it 
go lower. If you refused, know that it should not cover the 
heels.” (At-Termizi) 
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391, Narrated Abu-Zarr: ‘The Prophet 3 said: “There are 
three men whom Allah does not look at or purify, and they 
will receive a severe torment.” We said: "Who are these, 0 
Messenger of Allah! They have been lost and ruined?” He 
said: “The one who mentions his good deeds to others 
boastfully (or the one who takes more that he gives), the one 
who lets his garment hang down below his heels, and the one 
who sells his merchandise by false oaths.”” (At-Termizi) 
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392, Narrated Abu-Tameema Al-Hojaymi: ‘I came to the 

Prophet § and said: ” Alaykas-Sala mo (Upon you be 

peace).” He said: “Do not say: ‘Alaykas-Sala mo (Upon you 

be peace)’ but say: ‘As-Salamo Alayka.” The narrator 
mentioned a long story.’ (AtTermizi) 
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393, Narrated Abdulla ibn Amr ibn Al-Ass: ‘The 
Messenger of Allah 4 said: “Really, Allah 38 likes to see the 
traces of His favors on His servant.”” (At-Termizi) 
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394, Narrated Anas Al-Johani: “The Messenger of Allah 
4% said: “He that refused to wear the clothes wom boastfully, 
out of modesty for Allah’s sake, being able to wear them, 
Allah && will summon him before all people and let him 
choose whatever he likes of the clothing of the people of faith 
(in Paradise).” 
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Chapter (114) 
About the Forbiddance of Silky 
Clothes for Men 
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395, Narrated Ton Omar ‘I heard Omar saying that the 
Prophet % said: “He who wore silk garments in life will not 
wear them in the Hereafter.” (At-Termizi) 
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396. Narrated Abu-Musa Al-Asha'ari: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah % said: "Wearing silk clothes and gold is unlawful for 
the males of my followers and lawful for their females.” 
(At-Termizi) 
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397. Narrated Hozayfa ibn Al-Yaman 2s: ‘The Prophet 
forbade us to drink out of gold and silver vessels, or eat off 
them, and also forbade the wearing of silk and Dibaj (thick 
silk) or sitting on it.’ (Bukhari) 
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Chapter (115 ) 
About the Permissibility of wearing Silk by 
Men due to Medical Reasons 
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398. Narrated Anas «te: ‘The Prophet 3 allowed Abdoul- 
Rahman ibn Awf and Al-Zobayr to wear silk shirts because 
they had a skin disease that caused them to itch.’ (Bukhari) 
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399. Narrated Anas «s: ’ Abdul-Rahman ibn Awf and Al- 
Zobayr complained to the Prophet 4 about lice (that caused 
itching), so he allowed them to wear silk clothing.’ (Bukhari) 
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Chapter (116) 
About the Forbiddance of Sitting and 
Riding on lie Skin 
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400. Narrated Osama ibn Omayr ibn Amir: ‘The Prophet 


% forbade taking predatory animals’ skins to be used as 
mats.’ (Bukhari) 
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Chapter (117) 


About the Invocation a Muslim should use upon 
wearing New Clothing or Footwear 
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401. Narrated Abu-Sa'eed: ‘Whenever the Messenger of 
Allah 3 had a new garment he used to name it, for example a 
turban, or a shirt and say: “O Allah! Praise belongs to You. 
You have caused me to wear this. I ask You the good of it and 


the good in making it. And I seek refuge with You from the 
evil of it and the evil in making it.” (At-Termizi) 
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Book of the due Manner of Sleeping 
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Chapter (118) 
About the Manner of Sleeping and Reclining 
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402, Narrated Al-Bara'a ibn Azib: ‘Whenever Allah's 
Messenger % went to bed, he used to sleep on his right side and 
then say: “Allahomma Aslamto Nafsee Hay ka, Wa Waijjahto 
Wajhee Hayka, Wa Fawwadhto Amree Mayka, Wa Alja'to 
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Thahree Ilayka, Raghbatan Wa Rahbatan Ilayka. La Malja’ Wa 
la Manja Minka Illa Tlayka. Amanto Bikita bika Allathee 
Anzalta Wa Nabiyyika Allathee Arsalta! (O Allah! I have 
submitted my soul to You. I have turned my face towards You. I 
have confined my affairs to You. I have left my back to Your 
protection out of fear and hope in You. There is neither resort 
nor delivery from You except to You. I believe in the Book You 
have sent down. I believe in Your Prophet whom You have 
sent).” Allah's Messenger 38 said: “Whoever recites these words 
(before going to bed) and dies the same night, he will die on Al 
Fitrah (the Islamic religion (as a Muslim)).”” (Bulchari) 


ule ce mar 
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403. Narrated Al Bara’a ibn Azib: ‘The Prophet3¥ said to 

e: “Whenever you go to bed perform ablution like that for 
the prayer, lie on your right side and say: ‘Allahomma Innee 
Wajjahto Wajhee Tayka, Wa Fawwadhto Amree Tayka, Wa 
Alja'to Thahree [layka Raghbatan Wa Rahbatan Iayka. La 
Malja' Wa la Manja Minka Illa Tayka. Amanto Bikita bika 
Allathee Anzalta Wa Nabiyyika Allathee Arsalta! (O Allah! I 
have submitted my soul to You. I have turned my face 
towards You. I have confined my affairs to You. I have left my 
back to Your protection out of fear and hope in You. There is 
neither resort nor delivery from You except to You. I believe in 
the Book You have sent down. I believe in Your Prophet whom 
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You have sent).” Then if you die on that very night, you will die 
with faith (on the religion of Islam). Let the aforesaid words be 
your last utterance (before sleep).” I repeated it before the 
Prophet % and when I reached: “Amanto Bikita bika Allathee 


Anzalia (O Allah [ believed in Your Book which You have 
revealed).” I said: “Wa Rasoolika (and Your Messenger).” The 
Prophet 2 said: “No. (Say): ‘Wa Nabiyyikallathee Arsalta (And 
Your Prophet whom You have sent),’ in its stead.” (Bukhari) 
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404. Nerrated Hozayfa ibn Al Yama ne: "When the 
Prophet # went to bed at night, he would put his hand under his 
cheek and would say: “Bismika Amooto Wa Ahya . (O Allah! 
In Your Name I die and live).” When he got up he would say: 
“Alhamdo lilla hillathee Ahya na Bada Ma Ama tana Wa 
Hayhin-Noshoor (Praise be to Allah Who gave us life after He 


had caused us to die (sleep) and to Him is the Final Return).” 
(Bukhari) 
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405. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
saw a man spread (lying face down) and he said: “This is a 
reposing position that ATlah3& dislikes.” (AtTermizi) 
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Chapter (119) 

About the Permissibility of Lying on the Back 
placing One Leg on the Other provided One 


is Covering One's Awrah 
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406. Abdullah ibn Zayd Al-Ansari narrated that he has 
seen the Prophet 3 lying flat (on his back) in the mosque, 
putting one of his legs over the other. (Bukhari) 
oy hI al EO a pay ee LE 
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407. Narrated Ibn Omar : ‘I saw Allah's Messenger # in 
the courtyard of the Kabah in Al-Thtiba'a posture putting his 
arms round his legs like this.” (Bukhari) 


* * * 


Caplets Galea ail (du ATs 
Chapter ; (120) 
About the Manners of Sitting with One’s Companions 
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408. Narrated Ibn Omar : ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 said: 
“Let not one of you request his brother to leave his place and 
then he sits in it.” (At-Termizi) 
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409. Narrated Ibn Omar (may Allah be pleased with 
them): ‘The Prophet 3§ said: “A man should not make another 


man get up from his seat (in a gathering) to sit in it, but one 
should make room and spread out.”” (Bukhari) 
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410, Narrated Salman Al-Farisi 4s : ‘The Prophet 2 said: 
“Whoever takes a bath on Friday, purifies himself as much as he 
can, then uses his (hair) oil or perfumes himself with the scent 
available to him, then proceeds for the Friday prayer) and does 
not separate two persons sitting together (in the mosque), then 
prays as much as (Allah has) written for him, and then remains 
silent while the Imam delivers the Friday sermon, his sins in 


between the present and the last Friday would be forgiven.” 
(Bukhari) 
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411. Narrated Wahb ibn Hozayfa : "The Messenger of 
Allah 3 said: “The man is entitled to his seat. If he went out 
and returned, he is even more entitled to it.”” te) 


412. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘The Messenger of 
Allab 3 said: “It is not lawful for a man to separate two 
people and sit between them, without their permission.” (At- 
ee 
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413. Narrated Ibn Omar : ‘Whenever the Messenger of 
Allah 3 left a gathering, he used to make the following 
invocation: “O Allah! Divide for us of fear what debars us 
from the acts of disobedience and from the acts of obedience 
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that admit us into Your Paradise, and of firm faith that 
discards the misfortunes of life. O Allah! Let us have sound 
health, hearing, and sight as long as You grant us life. O 
Allah! Let our enemies be revenged and defeated by You and 
grant us victory against them, O Allah! Let our misfortune be 
not in our religion. Let life be not our utmost concern and do 
not make him that oppresses us overpower us.” (At-Termizi) 


ey Ga Lil ob 11 
Chapter (121) 
About Vision and What is Related to it 
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“And among His Signs is your sleep by night and by day, 
and your seeking of His Bounty. Verily, in that are indeed 
signs for a people who listen, *” (30: 23) 
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The Messenger of Allah 3 said as: 


414. Narrated by Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 
% said: “At the end of time, the believer’s vision will often 
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come true. The most truthful believer will have the most 
truthful vision. And the believer's dream is one part of forty- 
six parts of prophethood. Dreams are of three kinds: a 
righteous dream is a good tiding from Allah 3&, the sad dream 
is from Satan, and the dream that one indulges himself in. 
Thus, if one of you saw what he dislikes, let him get up, spit 
[symbolically to the left], and fet him not tell people about it. 
[love fetters and hate yokes* for a fetter means feet fi xed i in 
the religion (refraining one from doing aoe (ALT 


Quake Gase ile Guay Ja 


415, Narrated Obada ibn Al-Samit: ‘The Prophet % said: 
“The believer's dream is one part of forty six parts of 
* (At-Termizi) 


cpa Y GIB eta yey weit 

416. Narrated Abu Qatada #: "I heard the Prophet 3 
saying "A good dream is from Allah, and a bad dream is 
from Satan. So if anyone of you sees (in a dream) something 


rete ENG: 


i.e. the chain that is tied round the neck of the slave or the 
prisoner. It was disliked by the Prophet 3 because it is one of the 
marks of the people of the Fire. Allah 2 says about them: 

“For the unbelievers, We have prepared chains, yokes, and a 
blazing Fire 
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he dislikes, when:he gets up, he should blow thrice (on his 
left side) and seek refuge with Allah from its evil, for then it 
will not harm him."” @ukbari) 
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417. Narrated Abu-Huraira #: ‘Allah's Messenger 3 
said: "When the Day of Resurrection approaches, the dream 
of a believer will hardly fail to come true, and the dream of a 
believer is one of the forty-six parts of An-Nobowwah 
(prophethood)."” (Bukhari) 
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418. Narrated Abu-Huraira 4s: "I heard the Prophet 3 
saying: "Whoever sees me in a dream will sce me when he is 
awake, for Satan cannot impersonate me."” (Bukhari) 
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ob Sb SOS AL EE sad et esd oll 
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419, Narrated Wathila ibn Al-Asqa -& : ‘Allah's Messenger 
8 said: “Verily, one of the worst lies is to claim falsely to be 
the son of someone other than one's real father, or to claim to 
have had a dream one has not had, or to attribute to me what I 
have not said.”” (Bukhari) 
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bed as (0) 
Book of Greetings 
ASLEH aly adbull Saad od ly (VY) 
Chapter (122) 

About the Superiority of Greeting People 
with the Islamic Greeting 

Allah 3% said: 
ibd, jul ee bo ks 
(rv 38) (os SS Sid pS ye 3h a UE 
“O you who believe! Enter not houses other than your 
own, until you have asked permission and grected the 


occupants, that is better for you in order that you may 
remember. *” (24: 27) And 
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“There is no restriction on the blind, nor any restriction on 
the lame, nor any restriction on the sick, nor on yourselves, if 
you eat from your houses, or the houses of your fathers, or the 
houses of your mothers, or the houses of your brothers, or the 
houses of your sisters, or the houses of your paternal uncles, 


ish at 
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or the houses of your paternal aunts, or the houses of your 
maternal uncles, or the houses of your maternal aunts, or 
(from that) whereof you hold keys, or (from the house) of a 
friend. No sin on you whether you eat together or apart. But 
when you enter the houses, gree! one another with a greeting 
from Allah (Say: “As-Salamo Alaykom - peace be on you”) 
blessed and good. Thus, Allah makes clear the Verses to you 
that you may understand. *” (24: 61) And 
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“When you are greeted with a greeting, greet in return 
with what is better than it, or (at least) return it equally. 
Certainly, Allah is Ever a Careful Account Taker of all 
things. *" (4: 86) And 
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“Has the story of the honored guests of Abraham (the 
three angels: Gabriel along with another two) reached you? * 
When they came in to him and said: "Salam (peace be upon 
you)!" He answered: "Salam (peace be upon you )," and he 
said: "You are a people unknown to me.” * Then he turned to 
his household and brought out a roasted calf (as the property 
of Abraham was mainly cows) * And placed it before them 
(saying): "Will you not eat?” *" (51° 24-27) And 
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420. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr (may Allah be pleased 
with them): ‘A man asked the Prophet 3s: "Whose Islam is 
good ot what sort of deeds (or what qualities) of Islam are 
200d?" The Prophet % replied: “To feed (others) and to greet 
those whom you know and those whom you do not know.”” 
(Bukhari) 
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421, Narrated Abu-Huraira >: “The Prophet # said: 
"Allah created Adam, and his height was 60 cubits. When He 
created him, He said to him: “Go and greet that group of 
angels, and listen to their reply, for that will be your greeting 
(salutation) and the greeting (salutation) of your offspring.” 
(Bukhari) 


So Adam said (to the angels): "As-Salamo Alaykom 
(Peace be upon you).” The angels replied: “As-Salamo 
Alayka Wa Rahmatollah (Peace and Allah's Mercy be upon 
you).” Thus the angels added to Adam's salutation the 
expression: “Wa Rahmatollah” Any person who will enter 
Paradise will resemble Adam (in his image, appearance, and 
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figure etc.). People have been decreasing in stature since 
Adam's creation. 
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422, Narrated Al-Bara'a ibn Azib ds: “Allah's Messenger 
# ordered us to do seven things and forbade us from seven 
other things. He ordered us to visit the sick, to follow 
funeral processions, to respond to a sneezer invoking Allah 3& 
(‘May Allah bestow of His Mercy on you,” if he says: 
"Praise be to Allah”), to accept invitations, to greet 
(everybody), to help the oppressed, and to help others fulfill 
their oaths. He forbade us to wear gold rings, to drink in 
silver (utensils), to use Mayathir (silk carpets placed on 
saddles), to wear Al-Qissi (a kind of silk cloth), to wear silk 
Dibaj or Istabraq (two kinds of silk clothes).” (Bukhari 


Aa tyr 


© fale Ba 


423. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3% 
said: “By Him in Whose hand my soul is, you will not enter 
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Paradise until you believe. You will not believe until you love 
each other. Would I commend you a thing that if you adhered 
to it, you would love each other? Spread greetings (the 
Islamic form of greeting) among yourselves.” (At-Termizi) 
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424, Narrated Abdullah ibn Salam: ‘When the Messenger 
of Allah 3% came to Al Madeenah, the people hastened to 
receive him saying: "The Messenger of Allah 3¢ has come. 
The Messenger of Allah 3% has come. The Messenger of Allah 
4% has come.” I came with the people to see him. When I 
looked at his face I knew that his face was not the face of a 
liar. The first thing he said was: “O people! Spread greeting 
people (with the Islamic greeting), serve food, and perform 
the (voluntary) prayer when people sleep that you would enter 
Paradise safely.” (At-Termizi) 

. 8 * 
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Chapter (123) 
About the Form of the Islamic Greeting 


It is desirable that the one initiating the Islamic greeting 
should say: "As-Salamo Alaykom Wa Rahmatollah Wa 
Barakatoh (Peace and blessing of Allah be upon you).” 


He should say: ” Alaykom” that is used to address a group 
of people, even if the person he is greeting is only one. The 
other person or people should reply: "Wa Alaykomos-Salamo 
Wa Rahmatollah Wa Barakatoh (Peace and blessing of Allah 
be upon you).” 
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The Messenger of Allah 38 said as: 


425. Narrated by Omran ibn Hosayn: ‘A man came to the 
Prophet # and greeted him” "As-Salamo Alykom (peace be 
upon you)” The Prophet #& said: “Ten (good deeds).” 
Another man came and said: "As-Salamo Alykom Wa 
Rahmatollah (peace and Allah’s merey be upon you).” The 
Prophet % said: “Twenty (good deeds).” A third man came and 
said: "As-Salamo Alykom Wa Rahmatolla h Wa Barakatoh 
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(peace, and Allah's mercy and blessing be upon you). The 
Prophet 38 said: “Thirty (good deeds).” (At-Termizi) 
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426. Narrated Abu-Salama 2: A'isha (may Allah be 
pleased with her) said that the Prophet 3 said to her: "O 
Alisha ! This is Gabriel and he sends his salutations to you." 
Alisha said: ‘Wa Alayhis-Salamo Wa Reahmatollah Wa 
Barakatoho (Peace (greetings) to him, and Allah's Mercy and 
Blessings be on him).” Abu-Salama said that Atisha said to 
the Prophet 3%: "You sce what I don't see.” (Bukhari) 
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427, Narrated Anas 2: ‘Whenever the Prophet 3% spoke a 
sentence (said anything), he used to repeat it thrice so that the 
people would understand it properly from him, and whenever 
he asked permission to enter he used to knock the door ( 
thrice) with a greeting.” (Bukhari) 
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428. Kalda ibn Hanbal said: ‘Safwan ibn Omayya sent me 
with colostrums and cucumber to the Prophet 3& when he was 
at the upper part of the valley. I entered without greeting him 
or asking his permission. The Prophet 4% said: “Return and 
say: ‘Al-Salamo Alykom. ‘Aadkholo (Peace be upon you. 
May I enter) 2°” Kaldah ibn Hanbal said: "This took place 
after Safwan had accepted Islam.”” 
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429, Narrated Abu-Omama: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 


said: “The nearest to Allah is he that starts greeting people 
with the Islamic greeting.” (Abu-Dawood) 
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430. Narrated Abu-Tameema 2. Al-Hojaymi: ‘I went toa 
meeting seeking to see the Prophet 3%, but I could not 
distinguish him. He was reconciling between people. When 
they ended some people came out and one of them said: "O 
Messenger of Allah!” At that, I came to know him. I said to 
him: ” Alaykas-Salamo Messenger of Allah! ‘Alaykas- 
Salamo Messenger of Allah! ‘Alaykas-Salamo (Upon you be 
peace) Messenger of Allah!” He said: ” Alaykas-Salamo is 
the greeting of the dead®,” He said this thrice. Abu-Tameema 
said: ‘Then the Prophet 3 directed his face to me and said: "If 
the Muslim man meets his Muslim brother, let him greet him: 
“As-Salamo Alaykom Wa Rahmatollah (May peace and 
mercy of Allah be upon you).”” Abu-Tameema said: ‘Then 
the Prophet a& retumed the greeting: “Wa Alayka Wa 
Rahmatollah (May peace and mercy of Allah be upon you). 
Wa Alayka Wa Rahmatollah (May peace and mercy of Allah 
be upon you). Wa Alayka Wa Rahmatollah (May peace and 
mercy of Allah be upon you).” (At-Termizi) 


6 This does not mean that one greets the dead: " Alaykas-Salamo 
(Upon you be peace).” because it was narrated that the 
Messenger of Allah % greeted them: “As-Sal mo Alaykom.” The 
Messenger of Allah 3 said this because it was their habit to say 
this. 
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Chapter (124) 
About How to make the Islamic Greeting 
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431, Narrated — Abu-Huraira is: ‘Allah's Messenger 
said: “The riding person should greet the walking one, and the 
walking one should greet the sitting one, and a small number 


of people should greet the larger number of people.” 
(Bukhari) 
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432. Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: ‘A man asked the 
Prophet #8: “What sort of deeds or traits of Islam are good?" 
The Prophet 3& said: “To feed others, and to greet those whom 
you know and those whom you do not know.” (Bukhari) 
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4.33. Narrated Abu-Omama: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
said: “The nearest to Allah is he that starts greeting people 
with the Islamic greeting.” (Abu-Da wood) 
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* * * 
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Chapter (125 ) 
About Repeating the Islamic Greeting 


whenever a Muslim meets his Muslim Brother 
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434, Nar d Rifa'a ibn Rafi: ‘While the Messenger of 
Allah 38 was sitting in the mosque and we were sitting with 
him, a man who looked like as a nomad came in and 
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performed Al-salah (the prayer) extremely briefly. He went to 
the Prophet % and greeted him. The Prophet 3 retumed his 
greeting and said to him: “Go back and offer Al-salat (the 
prayer), for you have not performed the prayer.” The man 
went back, offered Al-salat (the prayer), returned, and 
greeted the Prophet 3% who retumed his greeting and said to 
him: “Go back and offer Al-salat (the prayer), for you have 
not performed the prayer.” The man did so twice or thrice, 
and cach time the Prophet % said to him: “Go back and offer 
Al-salat (the prayer), for you have not performed the prayer.” 
The people feared lest each one who performed the prayer so 
briefly would have no prayer (no reward for his prayer). At 
last, the man said: "Show me and teach me, for I am but a 
human who is liable both to err and to behave well.” He said: 
“Well. If you stood for Al-salat (the prayer) perform Al- 
wodoo’ as Allah has ordered you, then recite Al-shahada 
(testimony of faith) and after that recite Al-iqama. If you have 
(memorized) any portion of the Koran read it, otherwise 
praise, glorify, and exalt Allah. Then bow until you feel at 
ease. Then stand erect. Then prostrate until you feel at case. 
Then sit until you feel at ease. Then stand, And if you so did, 
your prayer is complete. And if you missed anything from it, 
it will be reduced from your prayer but it will not be wholly 
useless.” The narrator said: ” This was less hard for them than 
their primary thought, ie. that the prayer performed 
extremely briefly has no reward.’ 
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Chapter (126 ) 
About the Desirability of Greeting One’s Family 
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Allah 3& said: 


“There is no restriction on the blind, nor any restriction 
on the lame, nor any restriction on the sick, nor on 
yourselves, if you cat from your houses, or the houses of your 
fathers, or the houses of your mothers, or the houses of your 
brothers, or the houses of your sisters, or the houses of your 
paternal uncles, or the houses of your paternal aunts, or the 
houses of your maternal uncles, or the houses of your 
maternal aunts, or (from that) whereof you hold keys, or 
(from the house) of a friend. No sin on you whether you eat 
together or apart. But when you enter houses, greet one 
another with a greeting from Allah (Say: ‘As-Salamo 
Alaykom - peace be on you’) blessed and good. Thus, Allah 
makes clear the signs to you that you may understand. * (24: 61) 
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The Messenger of Allah 3% said as: 


435, Narrated Anas ibn Malek: ‘The Messenger of Allah 
# said to me: “Dear son! If you entered on your household, 
greet them, that it would be a blessedness for you and for 
them.” (At-Termizi) 
eens 
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Chapter (127) 
About Greeting the Adolescents 
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436. Anas ibn Malik .# narrated that he passed by a group 


of boys, greeted them, and said: ‘The Prophet 3 used to do 
so,’ (Bukhari) 
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Chapter (128) 
About Greeting One's Wife, Mahram Women, 


and Non-Mahram Women if one does 


437. Narrated Umm Hari bint Abu-Taleb (may Allah be 
pleased with her): ‘I went to Allah's Messenger & in the year 
of the conquest of Mecca and found him taking a bath while 
Fatima (may Allah be pleased with her) was screening him. 
The Prophet # asked: “Who is it?” I replied: "I am Umm 
Hani.”” (Bukhari) 
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438, Narrated Asma'a bint Yazeed: ‘The Prophet # passed 
by a group of women in the mosque and he signaled by the 


hand (to greet them),’ Abdul-Hameed, one of the narrators 
gestured with his hand while narrating this. (At-Termizi) 
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Chapter (129) 


About Initiating a Greeting to a Disbeliever 


439, Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Messenger of Allah 3 
said: “Do not initiate a greeting to the Jews and the 
Christians. And if you meet one of them do not behave in a 
way that shows you are honoring him.” 
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440. Narrated A'isha : ‘A group of the Jews entered to see 
the Prophet 4 and said: "As-Samo Alayka” (“May death 
befall you” instead of saying: “As-Salamo Alayka (May 
peace be upon you).”) The Prophet 3 said: “And the same is 
for you.” A‘isha said: ‘I said: "Wa Alaykom Al-samo Wal- 
Le'anah (May death and Allah’s curse befall you).” Prophet #8 
said: “O Aisha ! Indeed, Allah loves leniency in all affairs.” 
Atisha said: “Did you not hear what they said?” He said: 
“And I said: ‘And the same is for you.”” (At-Termizi) 


441, Narrated Abu-Huraira: The Mesicier of Allah 3 
said: "If one of you comes to a meeting, let him greet the 
other attendants, If he wants to sit, let him sit, and if he wants 
to leave, let him take his farewell, for the second is worthier 
than the first.”” (At-Termizi) 
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Chapter (130) 
About the Manners of asking Permission to Enter 
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“O you who believe! Enter not houses other than your 
own, until you have asked permission and greeted the 
occupants; that is better for you, in order that you may 
remember. *” (24” 27) And 


aS Ag1S Ge Gell GEN us ale 


“And when the children among you come to puberty, 
then let them (also) ask for permission, as those senior to 
them (in age). Thus Allah makes clear His Commandments 
and legal obligations for you. And Allah is All-Knowing, All- 
Wise. *” (24: 5) 
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The Messenger of Allah 38 said as: 


442. Narrated by Abu-Sa'eed: ‘Abu-Musa asked 
permission to enter to see Omar ibn Al-Khattab saying: "Al- 
Salamo Alykom. ‘Aadkholo (Peace be upon you. May I 
enter)?” Omar said: "This is the first.” Abu-Mousa asked 
permission for a second time after a short while saying: “As- 
Salamo Alykom., ‘Aadkholo (Peace be upon you. May I enter) 
?” Omar said: "This is the second time.” Abu-Musa asked 
the permission for the third time after a short while saying: ” 
Al-Salamo Alykom. ‘Aadkholo (Peace be upon you. May I 
enter)?” Then Abu-Musa went away. Omar said to the 
doorkeeper: "What has he done?” He said: "He has gone 
away.” Omar said: "Bring him to me.” When he came, Omar 
said to him: "Why did you not enter (after asking permission 
three times)?” Abu-Musa said: “It is Sunna (I have behaved 
in accordance with Sunna ).” Omar said: “By Allah, either 
you bring forth proof or you will be punished.” Abu-Sa'eed 
said”: ‘So Abu-Musa came to us. We were a group of Al- 
Ansar. He said: "O Assemble of Al Ansa r! Are not you the 
most knowledgeable people of Sunna ? Has not the 
Messenger of Allah 38 said: "Asking permission to enter is 
three times. If you were permitted, enter. If otherwise 
return.” Abu-Sa'eed said: ‘The people started to joke with 
him, then I raised my head and said: "I am your partner in this 
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affair.” When we came to Omar and told him the news, 
Omar said: "I have not heard of this’,’” (At-Termizi) 


ie Ble a A 


7 Imam A\-Nawawi said; ‘The scholars are in accord that asking 
permission is essential according to the Noble Koran, Sunna, and 
unanimous agreement 
According to Sunna, one should give the Islamic greeting and ask 
permission to enter thrice as this is clear from the Noble Koran, 
The scholars differ about whether one should offer the greeting or 
ask permission first. The sound opinion is that one should offer the 
greeting first then ask permission, One should say: "As-Salamo 
Alykom. ‘Adkholo (Peace be upon you. May | enter)?" The second 
opinion is that one should ask permission first. The third opinion is 
that if he sees the guradian of the house, he greets him then he 
asks permission. 
In the situation where one has asked permission thrice and 
thought that no one had heard him, there are three opinions. The 
sound one is to go away without persisting any more. 
It should be obvious that Omar 2: threatened Abu-Musa i to 
implicitly warn any one who would dare to fabricate a Hadith to 
support his claim. Therefore he asked for proof, although he was 
confident that Abu-Musa 4 was telling the truth. 
This shows that how the companions used to revere the Muslim 
caliph whose stick was more terrifying than the swords of the 
unjust rulers, 
It shows also that a well-established scholar may not know some 
knowledge that is known to a scholar lower than him in rank 
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443. Narrated Omar ibn Al-Khattab: ‘I asked the 


permission to enter on the Messenger of Allah 4 three times 
and he permitted me.” 


a ogy gall 


Abu-Issa said: ‘Omar 4 criticized Abu-Musa when he 
returned because he had not been informed about the words 
of the Prophet 38: “...Asking permission to enter is for three 
times. If you were permitted, enter. If otherwise return.” 


Aaa dads oglay Cline of gb oy 10) 
Chapter (131) 
About the One asking Permission to enter 


giving his Full Name or Nickname 


[Islam legalizes for its followers what benefits them in 
life and in the Hereafter. It protects them from whatever 
would harm them, and no harm is greater than torment of the 
Hellfire. 


Thus, asking permission to enter is one of these means of 
safety. The Messenger of Allah 38 said as: 
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Narrated by Sahl ibn Saad 4: ‘A man peeped through a 
round hole into the dwelling place of the Prophet 4 while the 
Prophet 4 had an iron comb [in his hand] with which he was 
scratching his head, the Prophet % said: “Had I known you 
were looking (through the hole), T would have pierced your 
eye with it (the iron comb). Verily! The order of taking 
permission to enter has been enjoined because of that sight, 
(that one should not look unlawfully at the state of others).”” 
(Bukhari) 


The one asking permission should not face the door 
directly. He should stand on the right or the left side of it. He 
should ask permission three times uttering the Islamic 
greeting and asking for permission to enter. If he felt any 
reluctance on the part of the people he was visiting to give 
him permission, he should go away. This would be better for 
him. He should give enough information about himself so that 
the host would know him. [When asked: “Who is there?”] it 
is not enough to say: "I am.” He should say: "I am so and so.” 


And now, let us see what Imam An-Nawawi compiled.| 
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Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People) 
(Abridged) 
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444, Narrated Anas ibn Malik: ‘Malik ibn Sas'a said that 
Allah's Messenger 3 described to them his Night Journey 
(saying): “While I was lying in Al Hateem or Al Hijr, 
suddenly someone came to me and cut my body open from 
here to here.”” The narrator said: ‘It meant from his throat to 
his pubic area. (The Prophet # further said:) “He then took 
‘out my heart. Then a gold tray full of faith was brought to me 
and my heart was washed and filled (with faith) and then he 
returned it to its original place. Then a white animal that was 
smaller than a mule and bigger than a donkey was brought to 
me.”” The narrator said: ‘It was Bora. (The Prophet 3 said:) 
“The animal's step (was so wide that it) reached the farthest 
point within the reach of the animal's sight. I was carried on 
it, and Gabriel set out with me until we reached t he nearest 
heaven. When he asked for the gate to be opened, it was asked: 
“Who is it?” Gabriel answered: “Gabriel.” It was asked: “Who 
is accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.” It was 
asked: “Has he been called?” Gabriel replied in the affirmative 
Then it was said: “He is welcomed. What an excellent visit his 
is!” The gate was opened, and when I went over the first 
heaven, I saw Adam there. Gabriel said (to me): “This is your 
father, Adam, Give him your greetings.” So I greeted him and 
he returned the greetings to me and said: “You are welcomed, 
pious son and pious Prophet.” 


Then, Gabriel ascended with me until we reached the 
second heaven. Gabriel asked for the gate to be opened. It 
was asked: “Who is it?” Gabriel answered: “Gabriel” It was 
asked: “Who is accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: 
“Muhammad.” It was asked: “Has he been called?” Gabriel 
answered in the affirmative. Then it was said: “He is welcomed. 
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What an excellent visit his is!” The gate was opened. When 1 
went over the second heaven, there I saw Yahya (John) and 
Jesus who were cousins of each other. Gabriel said (to me): 
“These are Yahya (John) and Jesus, give them your greetings.” 
So, I greeted them and both of them retumed my greetings to me 
and said: “You are welcomed. O pious brother and pious 
Prophet.” 


Then Gabriel ascended with me to the third heaven and 
asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked: “Who is it?” 
Gabriel replied: Gabriel.” Tt was asked: “Who is 
accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.’It was 
asked: “Has he been called?” Gabriel replied in the 
affirmative. Then it was said: “He is welcomed. What an 
excellent visit his is!” The gate was opened, and when I went 
over the third heaven, there I saw Yusuf (Joseph). Gabriel 
said: (to me): “This is Yusuf (Joseph), give him your 
greetings.” So, I greeted him and he returned the greetings to 
me and said: “You are welcomed. © pious brother and pious 
Prophet.” 


Then, Gabriel ascended with me to the fourth heaven and 
asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked: “Whois it?” 
Gabriel replied: “Gabriel.” It was asked: “Who is 
accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.” It was 
asked: “Has the been called?” Gabriel replied in the 
affirmative. Then, it was said: “He is welcomed. What an 
excellent visit his is!" The gate was opened, and when I went 
over the fourth heaven, there I saw Idrees (Enoch). Gabriel 
said (to me): “This is Idrees (Enoch), give him your greetings.” 
So I greeted him and he returned the greetings to me and said: 
“You are welcomed. O pious brother and pious Prophet.” 

Then Gabriel ascended with me to the fifth heaven and 
asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked: “Who is it?” 
Gabriel replied: “Gabriel.” It was asked: “Who is 
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accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.” It was 
asked: “Has he been called?” Gabriel replied in the affirmative. 
Then, it was said: “He is welcomed. What an excellent visit his 
is!” So, when I went over the fifth heaven, there I saw Haroon 
(Aron). Gabriel said (to me): “This is Ha roon (Aron), give him 
your greetings.” I greeted him and he returned the greetings to 
me and said: “You are welcomed. O pious brother and pious 
Prophet.” 


Then, Gabriel ascended with me to the sixth heaven and 
asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked: “Who is it?” 
Gabriel replied: “Gabriel.” It was asked: “Who is 
accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.” It was 
asked: “Has he been called?” Gabriel replied in the 
affirmative. It was said: “He is welcomed. What an excellent 
visit his is!” When I went (over the sixth heaven), there I saw 
Moses. Gabriel said (to me): “This is Moses, give him your 
greetings.” So, I greeted him and he returned the greetings to 
me and said: “You are welcomed. O pious brother and pious 
Prophet.” When I left him (Moses) he wept. Someone asked 
him: “What makes you weep?” Moses said: “I weep because 
afier me there has been sent (Muhammad 3 as a Prophet) a 
young man, whose followers will enter Paradise in greater 
numbers than my followers.” 


Then Gabriel ascended with me to the seventh heaven and 
asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked: “Who is it?” 
Gabriel replied: “Gabriel.” It was asked: “Who is 
accompanying you?” Gabriel replied: “Muhammad.” It was 
asked: “Has ie been called?” Gabriel replied in the 
affirmative. Then it was said: “He is welcomed. What an 
excellent visit his is!” So, when I went (over the seventh 
heaven), there I saw Abraham, Gabriel said (to me): “This is 
your father, give your greetings to him.” So I greeted him and 
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he returned the greetings to me and said: “You are welcomed, 
O pious son and pious Prophet.” 


Then I was made to ascend up to Sidrat ALMontaha (ic. 
the lote tree of the utmost boundary) Behold! Its fruits were 
like the jars of Hajar (a place near Madina) and its leaves 
were as big as the ears of elephants. Gabriel said: “This is the 
lote tree of the utmost boundary.” Behold! There were four 
rivers, two were hidden, and two were visible. I asked: “What 
are these two kinds of rivers, O Gabriel?” He replied: “As to 
the hidden rivers, they are two rivers in Paradise and the 
visible rivers are the Nile and the Euphrates.” Then Al-Baytol 
Ma'amoor (the Sacred House) was shown to me. Every day 
seventy thousand angels enter it. Then a container full of wine 
and another full of milk and a third full of honey were 
brought to me. I took the milk. Gabriel remarked: “This is the 
Islamic religion that you and your followers are following.” 


Then the prayers were enjoined on me. They were fifty 
prayers a day. When I returned, I passed by Moses who asked 
(me): “What have you been ordered to do?” I replied: “I have 
been ordered to offer fifty prayers a day.” Moses said: “Your 
followers cannot bear fifty prayers a day, and by Allah, I 
tested people before you, and I tried my very best with Bano 
Israel (in vain). Go back to your Lord and ask for reduction to 
essen your followers! burden.” So I went back, and Allah 
reduced ten prayers for me. Then again I came to Moses, but 
he repeated the same as he had said before. Then, again I 
went back to Allah and He reduced ten more prayers. When I 
came back to Moses he said the same, I went back to Allah, 
and He ordered me to cbserve ten prayers a day. When [ came 
back to Moses, he repeated the same advice, so I went back to 
Allah and was ordered to observe five prayers a day. When I 
came back to Moses, he said: “What have you been ordered?” 
I replied: “I have been ordered to observe five prayers a day.” 

622 


Riyaadhos-Saaliheen (The Meadows of the Righteous People) 
(Abridged) 


He said: “Your followers cannot bear five prayers a day, and 
no doubt, I have an experience of the people before you, and I 
tried my very best with Bano Israel, so go back to your Lord 
and ask for reduction to lessen your followers’ burden.” I 
said: “I have requested so much of my Lord that I feel 
ashamed, but I am satisfied now and surrender to Allah's 
Order.” When I left, I heard a voice saying: “I have passed 
My Order and have lessened the burden of My servants: ‘a 


445, Narrated Jaber: ‘I asked the permission to enter to see 
the Messenger of Allah 38 for a debt that my father owed. He 
said: "Who are you?” I said: ‘Me.’ He said: “(Who is) Me?” 
Jaber said: ‘It seemed as if the Messenger of Allah 3& disliked 
that brief enswer (i.e. because I did not tell my full name).’ 
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446. Narrated Umm Hani bint Abu-Taleb: ‘I went to 
Allah's Messenger 3& in the year of the conquest of Mecca 
and found him taking a bath while Fa tima was screening 
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him, The Prophet % asked: “Who is it?” I replied: “I am 
Umm Hani.”’ (Bukhari) 


allel) Cad 
Chapter (132) 
About Responding to a Sneezer 


oe ty 


Sneezing is a blessing to man, and as a Muslim 
acknowledges Allah’s countless favors to him, he should 
thank Him for every favor 


When a Muslim sneezes, he should remember the favor 
and thank Allah for it. Islam, being a Divine Message, deals 
with all issues comprehensively. It teaches us in the language 
of the Messenger of Allah 3§ to thank Allah for our sneezes. 


It is obvious that when a Muslim sneezes and thanks Allah 
& for it, that it becomes obligatory to for him to have an 
answer. We should pray to Allah 3% that He (Allah) 38 will 
guide him and improve his affairs. This is plain from Sunna . 


We ask Allah 38 to guide us to act upon the 


commandments of the Noble Koran and Sunna that we will 
attain prosperity. 


And now, let us see what Imam An-Nawawi compiled.] 
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The Messenger of Allah 38 said as: 


447. Narrated by Abu-Huraira #s : ‘The Prophet 4% said: 
“Allah likes sneezing and dislikes yawning, so if someone 
sneezes and then praises Allah, then it is obligatory on every 
Muslim who hears him, to say: ‘May Allah show Mercy on 
you (YarhamokAllah).” But as regards yawning, this is from 
Satan, so one must try one’s best to stop it as much as 
possible. For if any one of you yawns, Satan laughs at him.” 
(Bukhari) 


448. Narrated Abu-Hurairad: ‘The Prophet 4 said: 
“When one of you sneezes, he should say: 'Alhamdo Lillah 
(Praise is to Allah),' and his brother should say to him: 
"Yarhamokallah (Ma Allah have mercy on you). When he 
says this he [the sneezer] should reply: 'YahdIkomyollah 
(May Allah guide you and give you well being).””” (Bukhari) 
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449. Narrated Abu-Mousa : ‘The Jews used to fake 
sneezing in the presence of the Messenger of Allah % so that 
he would pray for them: “Yarhamokomollah (May Allah 
show mercy at you).” He used to say to them: 
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“Yahdeekomollaho Wa yosliho Balakom (May Allah guide 
you and mend your affairs). 


450, Narrated Hilal ibn Yasaf: ‘Sa im ibn Obayd was with 
some people on a journey. A man sneezed and prayed: "Al- 
Salamo Alayka (May peace be upon you).” Salem ibn Obayd 
said: “As-Sala mo Alayka Wa Ala Ommik (May peace be 
upon you and upon your mother).” It seemed that the man 
became angry at the words of Salem, so Salem said: As to 
me, I did not say except what the Prophet 4 had said. A man 
sneezed in his presence and said: ‘AsSala mo Alaykom, May 
peace be upon you,’ and the Prophet 4 said: *Alayka Wa la 
Ommik (May peace be upon you and upon your mother).” If 
one of you sneezes, let him say: ‘Al Hamdo Lillah Rabbil 
Alameen Preise be to Allah, Lord of all that exisis).’”” 
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451. Narrated Anas ibn Malik: ‘Two men sneezed in the 
presence of the Messenger of Allah 3%. The Messenger of 
Allah 3 responded to one of them and did not respond to the 
second. The lattcr said: "Messenger of Allah! You have 
responded to him but you did not respond to me?” The 
Messenger of Allah 38 said: “He praised Allah but you did not 
praise Allah.” 


Jah ast sn ae 


452. Narrated Salama: ‘A man sneezed in the presence of 
the Messenger of Allah 3% while I was present. The Messenger 
of Allah 3 said to him: “Yarhamokallah (May Allah show 
mercy on you).” Then, the man sneezed for a second time and 
the Messenger of Allah 4% said to him: “You have caught a 
cold.” 
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The other narrative includes that the Messenger of Allah 
# said to him on the third time: “You have caught cold.” 
Commenting on this narrative Abu-Issa_ said: "The second 
narrative is sounder.” 


453. Narrated Abu-Huraira: ‘The Prophet 38 tee to cover 
his face with his hand or garment and lower the sound 
whenever he sneezed.’ 

* * * 
dag! Atltiys Mattie Gustal od ol Oe 
Chapter: (133) 
About the Desirability of Shaking Hands 
and Smiling on Meeting Others 
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454, Narrated Al-Bara’a bin Azib: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 3 said: “There are no two Muslims who meet and 
shake hands except that Allah && forgives them before 


parting. 
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455. Narrated Anas ibn Malik: ‘A man said: “Messenger 

of Allah! If a man meets his brother or his friend is he 
permitied to bow (to greet him)?” The Messenger of Allah 38 
said: “No.” The man said: "Is he permitted to embrace and 
kiss him?” The Messenger of Allah # said: “No.” The man 
said: "Is he permitted to take his hand and shake hands with 


him?” The Messenger of Allah 38 said: “Yes.”” 


456. Narrated Qatada: ‘I said to Anas ibn n Malik: "Did the 
companions of the Messenger of Allah % used to shake hands 
with each other?“ He said; ”Yes.”” 
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457. Narrated Abu-Omama: ‘The Prophet 38 said: "Putting 
one’s hand on the forehead of the diseased perfects his visit 
and shaking with the hand perfects the greeting.”* 
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Chapter: (134) 
What was said about Embracing and Kissing 
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458. Narrated Atisha : Zayd ibn Haretha came to Madina. 
The Messenger of Allah 3 was in my house at that time. Zayd 
knocked at the door and the Messenger of Allah 3% rose up 
and went to receive him naked,* dragging his (outer) garment, 
He embraced and kissed him.’ Atisha said: ‘By Allah, I never 
saw the Messenger of Allah 3 naked (while receiving a man) 
after or before t 


8 Naked here means covering the Awra, but not wearing an outer 
garment. This shows pleasure and love of the Messenger of Allah 
a for Zayd’s arrival 

630 


